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f'lau f ? Curn; traciba%^ tnwr hu^sped^ agu€SM htyros, ri>ie /fw qu^ny nr. 
(pj ’ /jk /'//tr<\ rtspondiO et; u mtnyinU^ easu nposvHtOt^ifn'nhi *'! u na mnhtiUa vttinx o'/rt/fA* 
€/m wh< ^mtcnilhis y alfrundvltt, hallo en cUtt trvit libros grandcs y utm papdcs d<i y 
biitm Mnj mntos dv oianv — Uon (^uixwt., Parlo 1. t’apitulo Oti. 

If 13 lui.'Uty flie ]>n< R{ ; pray, landioril, bniip: me, hool s, for I l»nv« a 

mind to ,H'<' thrni. With JiU n>y hcait, :imsw rrort th<» hoRl; and to la.s rliauibcr, lio 

nroiiAda out a uJd (doKu-buif, a )KuIlock a?J(i OjuIu to it, and it, ho 

took out throo laii'o volumes, ami sonic mjunoicripl papois writlcn in a line cluinictcr»— 
Jaryib’8 Tnvulation. 



LNTRODUCTION TO A LEGEND OF MONTROSE, 


Sergeant Moke M‘Alpin wkh, dui’in.)^ his rosideuco ainonj^* u.S} 
one <»1‘ the most honoured inhabitants of ljlaiulorcleu»:^h. Mo one 
tiioug'ht of dispu tiller his title to tlie ^rreat leathern chair on tlic 
‘‘ctwiest side of the chimney,'’ in Mie common room of the Wallace 
Arms, on a Saturday cveninjif. Mo less would our Hoxton, John 
Diiirward, have held it an unlicensed intrusion, to sudor any one to 
induct himself into the corner of the left-hand pew' neared to the 
wliich the Sergfeaut regulaily occupied on Sundays. There 
Ifo Silt, his blue invalid uniform brushed with the most scrupulous 
iiccurjicy. 'I’wo menials of merit displayed at his button-hole, as well 
as tin* o!iu»ty sleeve which should have, beeu occupied by his rig’hfc 
arm, boro evidence of his hard and lumourable service. Ills wtsather- 
b<‘aton features, his gTcy Juiir tied in a thin queue in the iiiiiiiiiry 
i'ashii)ii of former days, and the rijU'ht side of his head a little turned up, 
the better to catch the sound of tlie cler^^ymiiid.s vt>ico, were all marks 
of liis profession and iulirmitic.s. iieside him sat hw sister Janet, a 
little neat old woman, with a Highland curcli and tartan phiid, watch<* 
ing the very looks of her brother, to her the grcafe.st man ui»oii earth, 
and a{*tivcly looking out for him, in his silver-clasped Bible, tlic texts 
wiiicli the mini.sfer quoted or expounded, 

I believe it was the respect that was utiiversiilly paid to this worthy 
veteran by all ranks in (jrandoreJeugh, which induced him to choose , 
oiu* vilingo for iiis residence, for such wa.s by no means bin original ' 
intention. 

He had risen to the rank of sergeant-major of artillery, by luird 
service in various quai ters of Ihc world, and \vjis reckoned one of the 
most tried and tru.sty men of the Scotch Train. A ball, which shat- 
tered hi.s arm hi ti Peninsuiar campaign, at length procured him an 
honournble discliarge, wifb an allowance from Chelsea, and ahaiKb 
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some from tlie patriotic fund. Moreover, Sor^^-ema M»)re 

had been prudent aa weU aa valiiint; aud^^froiii pi-izc-moiioy 
imd savings, had become master of a small sum in the three per cent. 
eonsoU, 

He retired with the purpose of enjoNiug tliis income in tlio wiki 
Highland glen in A^liich, v/hen ii boy, he Iiad herded black < attle and 
goats, ere the roll of the drum had made liim cock his bonnet an iiicli 
higher, and Adlow its music for nearly forty yours. T(» his recollec- 
tion, this retired spot was unparalleled in beauty by the richest scenes 
he had visited in his wanderings. Even the Happy Valley of Kasse- 
las would have sunk into nothing upon the comparison, lie came— 
he revisited the loved scene; it was but a steril glen, siirroiindod 
with rude crags, and traversed by a iiorllicrn torrent. Tliis was not 
the worst. The fires Inul been quenched upon thirty hearth ' - of 
the cottage <if his fiil]iej'.s lie could but distinguish a few rud(‘ sbauvs 
« — the hingiifige was almo.>t extiuguished — ^the ancient race from 
which he boasletl his descent had found a refuge heyond liie At- 

lie. One soulhland ianner, tliree grey-plaided shepherds, and 
i&t’dogs, now lenanted the whole glen, wliieh in his youth laid 
piaintained in content, if not in competence, ujuvards of twm hun- 
dred inhahiianis. 

In the house of the new tenant, Scrgeaiit M*Alpin fouiul, howt'ver, 
an unexpected source of pleasure, and a ineuiw of eiui)lw}ing his 
social allectioiis. llis sister Janet had fortunately entertained so 
strong a persuasion that her Iwothcr would one day return, thiil slie 
had refused to accoui])any her kinsfolk upon their emigration. 
Nay, slie had consented, lliough not witliout a feeling «if degradik- 
tion, to fake service willt the intruding Lowlandcr, wlio, though a 
8axon, she said, had proved a kind man to her. 'J'his uiu'xpeeted 
meeting with his sister seemed a cure for all the disappointments 
which it had been hiergciuit Alo^e^s lot to encounter, nltliough it 
was not without a reluctant tear that he lieard told, as a lligli- 
land woman alone could tell it, the story of the expatriation of his 
kinsmen. 

8he narrated at .great length the vain offers they liad made of ad- 
vanced rent, the payment of which mu'^t liave reduced them to the 
extremity of poverty, wdiieh tliey w'cre }ot contented to face, for per- 
mission to live and die on their native .soil. Nor did Janet forget the 
portents which had aimounced the de]>arturc of tlio Celtic rae<‘, and 
the arrival of the strangcr!>. l\>r two years previous to the oniigrar- 
the night-wind howled down tlie pass of Balaehra, its 
distinctly modelled to the tune of, ** Ila iil mi tulidht* 
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(“ Wc return no more,”) with wliicli the eniigratits usually bid fare- 
well to their native shores. The uncouth cries of the Southland 
shepherds, aiid the barking’ of their dogs, were often heard in the 
luist of the hills long before their actual andval. A bard, tlie last of 
his race, had commemorated the expulsiou of the natives of the glen 
in a tunc, wliich brought tears into the aged eyes of the veteran, and 
of which the first stanza may be thus rendered 

Wo, wo, aon of tlic Lowlnnder, 

Wiiy wUt Utuu Icavo iMnc own bonny Uordor Y 
Wily comes thou hither, disturbing the Ulglilander, 

Wiwtiiig tho glcu that Wiis once in fair order*/ 

Whiit added to Sergeant More M'Alpiu’s distress upon tlie occa- 
j^ion was, tliat the chief by whom this change had boon efibcled, was, 
by tradition and common opinion, held to represent the ancient 
leaders and fatliers of the expelled fugitives; and it had hi tli or to 
hoen one of Sergeant More’s principal subjects of pride to prove, by 
genealogical deduction, in what degree of kiiulrcd lie stood to this 
personage. A woful change was now wrought in his sentiments to- 
wards Iiini, 

“ I cannot curse Idm,” he said, as he rose and si rode tJiroiigh Uio 
room, when Jaiiel’a narrative was finished — I will not curse him ; 
he is the descendant and representative of my fathers. But never 
^diiill mortal man hear me name liis name ngain.” And lie kept his 
Will'd ; for, until liis dying day, no man heard him iiicntion his selfish 
and hard-hearted chieftain. 

After giving a day to sod recollections, tlie liardy spirit whicli had 
carried liini through so many dangers, manned the Sergeant’s hosoia 
against this cruel disappointment. lie would go,^’ he said, “ to 
Canada to his kinsfolk, where they had named a Transatlantic vul- 
h'Y after the glen of their fathers. Janet,” he said, “should kilt her 
coats like a leaguer lady; d — n the distance! it was a flea’s leap to 
(he voyages and marches he had made on a slighter oeeasion.” 

With tliis purpose lie left the Highlands, and came witli his sister 
as far as Gandereleugli, on his way to Glasgow, to take a passage to 
Canada. But winter was now set in, and as he thought it advisable 
to wail for a spring passage, when the Bt Lawrence should be oiien, 
he .settled among us for the few montlia of liis stay in Britain. As. 
v. c said before, the respectable old man met witli deference and atten- 
tii»n from all ranks of .society ; and when spring returned, he was so 
satisfied witli liis qmirter.s, tlmt he did not renew the purpose of ]ij.s 
voyage. Janet was afraid of the son, and he himself felt the infir- 
mities of age and hard service more than he had at first expected. 
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Aitd^ftilie eonfimed io the olergjm<in,ftml my worthy princiiiiil, Mr 
CMIriAotkam, vtt keiid IhAii 

fiitfUier and faring worse.” 

. He tk^efore establislied himself mi his domicile at Gondereleiigli 
io the great satisfaction, ns we hate already said, of all its inhahi- 
ta^ to wkom lie become, in respect of i^itary intelligenee, and 
able commentaries upon the newspapers, gasettes, and tolleiins, a 
veiy oracle, explanatory of all martial events, pant, p/esent, or to 
come. 

It is true, the Sergeant had lus uicouBistenoies. He was a steady 
Jacobite, his father and his four uncles having been out in the forty- 
five ; but he was a no less steady adherent of King George, in whose 
service he had made his little fortune, and lost three brothers ; so 
that you were in equal danger to displease him, in terming Prince 
Charles the Pretender, or by saying any thing derogatory to the 
dignity of Kiiig George. Farther, it must not be denied, that when 
the day of receiving lib dividends came around, Uie Sergeant wan 
apt to tarry longer at the Wallace Arms of an evening, than was cem- 
sbfccnt with strict temperance, or indeed with his worldly iriicrest ; 
for upon these occasions, his compotatora sometimes contrived to 
flatter bis partialities by singing Jacobite songs, and drinking confu- 
sion to Bonaparte, and the health of the Duke of Wellington, until 
the Sergeant was not only flattered into paving the whole reckoning, 
but occasionally induced to lend small sums to his interested compa- 
nions. After such sprays, ns he called them, were over, and his 
temper once more cool, he seldom failed to thank God, and the Duke 

York, who had miwlc it much more difficult for an old soldier to 
ruin himself by liis folly, than bad been the case in lib younger 
days. 

It was not on such occasions that I made a part of Sergeant 
More M‘Alpinb society. But often, when my leisure would per- 
mit, I used to seek him, on what he called his morning and even- 
ing parade, on which, when the weather was fair, he appeared as 
r^darly as if summoned by tuck of drum, lib morning walk 
beneath the elms in the elnirch-yiml ; for (leallu** Ijo said, 
been hi^j next-door neighbour for su man v years, that he had 
no apology for dropping Uic acquainttinoc.” lib evening promc^ 
node was on the bleaching-greeu hy the river-side, where lie wa-? 
i^omeiinios to be scon on uti op«‘n henel), with spectftclo.i on no>4(* 
conning over the newspaper:} to a circle of village politicians, ox- 
^aiiung military lerms, and aiding the eompndien^'ion of his hoiwrs 
by lines drawn on the groiiTnl v.iih the end of lus riilhni, fV 
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other occasions, lie was Burroimdcd by a bevy of acbool-boya, whom 
he sometimes drilled to tlie tiiaimal^ and sometimes, with le«8 appm* 
batiou on the part of their parents, instructed iu the of 

artificial fire-works; for in Ibo case of public r^oicin^ the l:4er» 
^reant was pyrotechnist (as tlio Encyclopcsdia calls it) to tlie Tillage 
of Gandercleugh. 

It was in his morning walk that I most flrequently met widi the 
veteran. And I can hardly yet look upon the vSlage footpath, over- 
shadowed by the row of lofity elms, without thinking I see his 
upright form advancing towards me ^vith meaRured step, and his 
cane advanced, ready to pay me the military salute— But he is 
dead, and sleeps, with his faithful Janet, under the third of those 
very trees, counting from the stile at the west comer of the church- 
\ard. 

The delight which I had in Sergeant M^Alpin's conversation, 
related not only to his own adventures, of which he had encountered 
many iu the course of a wandering life, hut also to his recollection 
of numerous Highland traditions, in which his youth had been in- 
structed by bis pni*ents, and of which lie would in after life have 
deemed it a kind of heresy to question the aulheuticity. Many of 
these belonged to the wars of Montrose, in which some of the Ser- 
geant's ancestry had, it seems, taken a distinguished part. It has 
happened, that, although these civil commotions reflect the highest 
lioiiour upon the Jlighlandera, being iudce<l the first occasion upon 
which they shewed themselves superior, or even equal to their Low- 
country neighbours in military encounters, they have been less cora- 
Tnemoratod among them than any one would have ex^Kcted, judging 
from the abundance of traditions which they have preserved upon 
less interesting sulgects. It was, therefore, with great pleasure, 
that 1 extracted from my military friend some curious particu- 
lars respecting that time; they are mixed with that measure of 
the wild and ‘wonderful which belongs to the period and the narra- 
tor, but which I do not in the least object to the reader's treating 
with disbelief, provided he will bo so good as give implicit credit to 
the natural events of the story, which, like all those which 1 have : 
hud the honour to put under his notice, actually rest upon a bask of, 
truth. 
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T&S IjZOSKD OV Moktrosx whs written chiefly with a view to place 
before the reader the melancholy fate of John Lord KUpont, oldest son of 
WflUam ISarl of Airth^ and Menteitk andthesinguiar oircnmstances attend- 
ing: the birth and history of James Stewart of Ardvoirlichi by whoso liand 
^e unfortnaate tioUemaQ fell. 

Otir sttbjeot leads us to talk of deadly fouds, and we must begin witli one 
still more ancient than that to which our stoiy relates. During the roign 
of James IV. a rreat fend between the pmverful families of I)inmimond.r 
and Murray divided Perthshire, l^e, .former, being the most nu'meroas 
and poweriul, cooped up eight score of the Murrays in the Kirk of Moui- 
vairo, and set Are to it. The wivos and tho children of the ill-fated men, 
who had also found <dielter in tho cliurcb; perished bv the same ooiiflagra- 
tion. One ram, named David Murray, escaped bv toe humnuity of one of 
the Drummonds, who received him in his arms as he leaped from amongst 
the flames. As &ng James IV. ruled with more activity than most of his 
predecessors, ibis oniol deed was severely revenged, and soveral of the per- 
petrators were beheaded at Stiriing. In consequence of tho prosecution 
agnlnrt his clan, the Drummond by whose assiinance David Murray Lad 
escaped, fled to Ireland, until, by means of the peiwon whoso life he had 
saved, he was permitted to return to Beotlond, whore he and his descend- 
ants were distinguished by the name of Drummond-Eirinioh, or Emoch, 
that is, Drummond of Ireland ; and tho same title was bestowed on their 
estate. 

Tho Drummond-Emoch of James the Sixth’s time was a king's forester 
in the forest of Glenartno^ and chanced to be employed there hi search of 
venison about the year or early in 1589. This forest was adjacent 
to the chief haunts of the MacGregors, or a particular race of them, known 
by the title of MacEagh or Children of the Mist They considered the for- 
liftei^s bttiiUng in their vicinity as an aggression, or perhaps they had him 
^foud fgr the apprehension or slaughter of some of their o^vn name, or 
some similar reason. This tribe of MacGregors were outlawed and per- 
pmted, as the reader may see in the Introduction to Rob Roy ; and every 
man's hand bring against them, their hand was of course diiwctcd^gainst 
cvmy man. Di short thev surprised and slew Drummond-Emoch, cut off 
Ms head, and carried it with them, wrapt in the comer of one of their plaids. 

In ^0 foil exnltaUon of vengeance, they stopped at the house of Ard- 
Vob*lic^ and demanded refreshment, which the lady, a sister of the mur- 
dered tminmoiid*Kmoch (her husband being absent), was afraid or imwib 
ling to refose. She caused bread and chee.se to be placed liefore them, 
and gave directions for more substantial refreshments to be prepared. 
While tho was absent with ibis hci^itable intention, the barbarians placed 
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tho head of her brother oa ihe table, filling tho muth \rlth bfecMl mA 
cheese, and bidding him eat, for man/ a tnerrv meal be IumI eaten in tlust 
liouee. The poor woman returning and beholditig thin dreadbd flight, 
shrieked aloud, and fled into the woodfl, where, as deeoribed kn thereMneei 
she roamed a raring maniao, and for tinjie secreted herself lim aU 
living society. Some remaiaing instinctive feeling brought her atlength to 
steal a glance from a distance at the maidens whue they mUked the eows, 
which being observed, her husband, Ardvoirlich^ had her conveyed hack to 
her home and detained her there till she gave b;rth to a ohil4 of whom she 
had boon pregnant ; after which she was observed gradually to recover her 
mental faculties. 

Meanwhile the outlavrs had carried to the utmost their Jmolts agaidet 
the regal authority, which indeed as exercised, they had little reason zOrre« 
spectlng. They bore the same bloody tronhy, which they had so savogdy 
exhibited to tho lady of AtdvoirUoh, into the old Churen of BaXqi^idder, 
nearly in the centre of their coimtry, where the Laird of MacGregor and ml 
his clan, being convened for the puraose, laid their hands sucoessivf^y oh, 
the dead man's head, and swore in heathenish and barbarous manner, to 
defend tho author of the deed. This herce and vindictive combination gpe 
iho author^s late and lamented friend, Sir Alexander Boswell, Bart, subject 
for a spirited poom, entitled ** dan Alpin's Vow,'* which was piinted, but 
not, I Deliavo, publisbod, in 181 

Tiio fact is ascertained by a proclamation from the Privy Council, dated 
4ih February, 15SD, directing letters of hro and sword against the Mae* 
Gregors. 3 This fearful commission was executed with uncommon fury. . 
'i'he late excellent John Buchanan of Oambusmoi e showed tho author some 
corrospoudenoo between his ancestor, the Laird of Buchanan, and Lord 
i)rummond, about sweeping certain valleys with tiieir, followers, on a fixed 
iimo and rendesvous, and taking swoot revenge for the death of thoir 
cousin, JDrummond-E^ooh.’* In spite of all, however, that could be done, 
tlio devoted tribe of MacGregor still bred up survivors to sustain and to 
inHict new cruelties and injunes.8 

Meanwhile young James Stewart of Ardvoirlich grew up to manhood un- 
commonly tad, strong, and active, with such power in the grasp of bis hand 
in particular, as could force the blood from beneath tho ntuls or tho persons 
who cuntoudod with him in this feat of strengtli. IHs teinpor was moody, 
fi<u'C6, and irascible ; yet ho must have liad sumo oslonsibie good qualities, 
as ho was m*oatly beloved by Lord Kilpont, tho eldest son of the Karl of 
Airth and Montcith. 

lliis gallant young nobleman joined Montrose in the setting up his stand* 
ard in 1044, just before the decisive battio at Tippennuir, on Uie 1st Sep- 
tember in that year. At that time, Stewart of A^voirlioh shared the con* 
fidonce of tho young Lord by day, nod his bod by nighty when, about Ipur or 
fi\'o days after the battle, Ardvoirlich, either from a fit of sudden fu^ or 
cloop malice long eutori'iined against his unsuspecting Mend, stabbed Lord 
K ilpont to tho heart, and oscapod from tho camp of Montrose, having killed' 

1 See Appendix, No 1. 

3 See Appendix. No 11. ^ , 

^ I embneo the opportunity given me' by a second mention of this tribe, to nottbO; 
an error, which iniputee to an individaal named Oiar Moltr MocOregor, tlie •laa^htn: 
of the students at Uie battle of Glenfruin. ' I am informed from the authority of John 
Oregonon, Bsq. tliat the chieftain eo named was dwul nearly a eentenry before the battle 
in question, and could not, therefore, liave done Uie cruel action, tneitliooed. The 
mistake does not rest with me, as I disclaimed being responsible for the tiadltloii 
while 1 quoted it, but with vulgar fame wbieh is always disposed to aseiibe remarhahle 
artiona to a remarkable naiu«.-~S6e the envmeotn passage. Hob Hoy, futrckkusttoii. 
p. vii.| and so sett sleep tlie oflended pitoiiioni of Dugald vbtr Mohr. 
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of .it^Toirli«/h to aaitassxnftio Montroao, But it does not apf^ 
ftliy authority lor ihia charge, urMdi rests on mere softpleion; 
the assassin, certainly did fij to the Covenanters, and ^as 
and promoted hy them. He obtained a pardon Jbr the slaughter 
Of liom Kiipbnt, confirmed by Barhament in and was madeBSajor d 

Timmmt in 104B. Sneh are the facts of the tale, here given as a 
ligeiM of Montrdae*a wars. The reader will find they are eonslderably 
illered in the fictitious narrative. 

The author has ondoavoured to enliven the tragedy of the tale hy the in- 
troduction of a personage proper to tho time aixd country. In this he has 
been held by oaceilent jud^ to have been in some dogsree auccossful. The 
Contempt of commerce entertained by young men having some pre- 
tence to gentility, tho poverty of the country of Scotland; the Rational dis- 
poettion to wandering and to adventure, all cotkiiuced tc> lead the Scots 
abroad into the military service of coxintries which were at war with each 
other. They were dhttlngnished on the Oontmeni by their bravery ; but 
in adopting tho trade of tnercenary soldiers, thgr necossarily injtirod their 
natlomd character. Tho tincture of learning which most of them possesses i, 
degenerated into pCKhthiry ; their good breodingbccamo more ccromoninl ; 
tb«r fear of dishonour no longer ke}>t them aloof from that which was imlly 
unworthy, but was made* to depend on certain punctilious observances t otaily 
apart from that which wfts in itself deseiwing of j^raise. A cavalier of 
honour, in search of his foHune, might, for example, change his sonico as 
he Would his shirt ; fight, like tho do\ighty Captain Dalgoity, in one cause 
after another, without regard to the juntico of tho quiUTcl, and might 
plunder tho peasantry subjected to him by the fato of war with tho most 
unrelenting rapacity ; but he must bewaic how ho sustained tho slightest 
reproach* oven from a cWgyman, if it had regai^l to neglect on the score uf 
dutv. Tlio following occurrence will prove the truth of what T mean : — 
‘^Here I must not forgot the memory of one prouchor. Master William 
Forbesse, a preacher for souldiers, yoix, and a oaptuino in needo to loado 
souldters on a good occasion, l>eing full uf coui*ag<*, with disemtion and 
good conduotj beyond some capttiinca 1 liavc knowmo, that wore not so 
capable as he. At this time he not onely prayed for us, hut went on with 
us, to remarke, ns 1 think#, men’s carriage ; and having found a nergoant 
neglecting his dutio and liis honour at such a time (whoso name 1 v. iil 
oxpresse), Imving chidden him, did promise to revoalo him unto mo as he did 
after tholr sorvico. The sc^^oant being called before mo, and accused, (.li<i 
deny his accusation, alleaging^, if he wore no pastemr that harl aJleagotl it, 
bo would not U© under the injury. Tho preacher oltoi od tt> fight with him, 
[in proof] that it was truth he bad spoken of him ; whereupon I cushieicil 
the sergeant, and gave his place to a worthier, called Mungo Gray, agentlo- 
tnan of good worth and of much courage. Tim sergeant being cashiered, 
inerver omlcd Master William to account, for wddeh he was evill thM;ht of ; 
, so that he retired home, and quit Uie warres,” 

The above quotation is taken fix>m a work which tljo authoyvopoatedly 
consulted whflo composing tho following shoots, ami w’hicb is in gr^ 
ineasui« wiitsten in the humour of Captain Dugald Dalgotty. U i>ears m 
fellowkig. finrmidabie title “ Monro his lixpc^ition with the worthy , Scuta 
nailed MucKcye’s Begimeut, loned in Aug^wt ld2(l, by Sir 
,'|j^Heyo I/ord Hees Colonel, for his Majostio’s fjcrvico of Denmark, 
Mear tho battle of Nerling, in Soptomber 1034, at Wormes, hi 
i : Disebarged in st'vertd duties and observations of sendee, firsts 
^ magnanimous King of Denmark, during bb wars ngahist tih# 



tmODUCnON TO EDmOK OF tm. 


■ipipe ; aftonraras under iho inrinciUo Jung of Sweden* during Idi 
m8tAe*B Hfotime ; and sineet iindar ibo JDir^otdr G^end^ ijbe Ettr-Olm* 
llor Oxonat^nio, and liis Ganerals ; Oolleciad and gallinred togeUiw, ai 
are lumn^ by Colonel Monro^ m FM lientnnaat tmder tiio jald 
3gimqntj to tbe noble and worthy Owtaht S^honuui Haell^eiaie of Kildon* 
other to the noble Lord, the Lord wurl of Soaforth, lor the use of all 
bio OaTaliem farouring the laudable proi^sslon of amMi. ^ whi<di ii 
;ncxod, the Abridgement of Bb[exeiie« and divieia Praotioal Obeerratloas 
r the youn^r Officer, hie oanaldeiaitipn. l^dii^ with the SoldieFa Meadi- 
tions oa going on SQiTioe/*--*Loadoi^ 16S7. 

Anothor worthy of the same eohooi, and neariy the eame views of the 
ilitai y obaracior, U Sir James Turner, a soldier of fortune, who rose to 
nsidorablo rank in the reign of Charles IL, had a commaDu in Calloway 
ivl Ihimfricssbire, for Iho suppression ol conventioles. and was joiado 
isoner by the insurgent ^Covenanters in timt rising which was followed 
^ the battle of Pentland. " Bir James is a person even of superior preten* 
>us to liioutonnnt'Oolonel Monro, having written a milltoiy Treatise on 
0 PilcG- Exercise, called ** PaQas Annata.^' Moreover, be was educated at 
liisgow College, though he eecapod to became ati Ensign in the German 
w\ instead of taking his do^ee of Master of Arts at tliat learned 
Jilinary. 

In latter times, he was author of several discoursos on historical and 
orary subjects, from which the Bannatyne Club have extracted and 
intod such passages as concern his lifisand Times, under Uie title ol 
tnes Tumor’s Memoirs.” From this curious book I extract the following 
.ssago, as an example of how Captain Balgetty might bare recorded such 
. incident had he kept a journal ; or, to give it a moro just character, it 
piich as the genius of Da Foe would have devised, to give the minute and 
stingiiishing features of truth to a fictitious narrative : — 

** lieoie 1 will set doun ano accident liefell me ; for thogh It was not a 
ry strange one, yet it was a very od one in all iu parts, ity t^io brigade 
V ill a village within luilfe a mile of Applebio ; my own quarter wts in a 
utlonian’s house, who was a Bltmaster, and at that time with Sir Manna* 
iko ; his wife keepd her ohamlier, roadie to be brought to bed. The castle 
iin/r over, and Lambert farre enough, I resolved to goo to bod overie nighty 
vvoing had fatiguo enough before. The first night I sloepd v'ell enough ; 
d riwoing nixt morning, 1 misd one linuon stoukine, one halfe silke one, 
ul one boothose, tho aocoustromont under a booto for one 1^; neither 
nld they l>o found for any seandi. Being provided of more of the same 
nd, I made m 3 'selfo roddie, and rode to the head*quarters. At my returuo, 
vinihl hearo no nows of my stockins. That night I went to bed, and nixt 
orninir found mysolfo just so used ; missing the three stockins for one 
? oulic, tlio other throe being left intire as they were the day before, 
narrower scorch than the was made, Hot without successe. I had 
t in reserve one pair© of whole stockings, and a paire of bcjotbose, gtea^r 
an tho former. Those 1 put on my. Tho third momi&g I found 

o name usage, tho stockins for one leg onlio loft me* It was time for 
e then* and my servants too, to imagine it must bo rats that had shard 
y stocking so inequallie with mo ; and this tho mistress ol the house 
iow well enough, hot wold not tell it mo. Tho roome, which was a low . 
.rlour, being well soiirobod with candles, tho top of my great bootikooc 
is found at ri hole, in which they had drawne all the rest* I wentabimid 
d orderd the boards to bo rawed, to see bow the rats had disposdbf my 
oveablos. mistross sent a servant of bet oune to be presetit at this 
ition which she know concomd her. One Imard being hot a Utle opend. 
litl© Iviy of mine i iiruj-t in his hand, and fotcbd with him fourc ohd tuor.tio 
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old poteos of gold, and one aniroll. The servant of tlie lionso affirmed 
uppertftlnd to nis mistres. The boy bringing the gold to xno, I wont 
cuatlie to the go&tlewomana chamber^ and told her, It was probable Lami; 
bert haroing quarterd in that honse, as indeed he had, some of Ins sorvaniil^ 
might hare aid that gold ; and if soft was lawfullie mine ; bot if she could 
midce it appeare it belongd to her I sould hnmodiatlle give it her. Tb|[ 
poore gentlewoman told mo with many toares^ that her husband being nonlf 
of the frugallosi mon (and indeed he was a spendthrift)^ she Imd hid iJiai 
gold without hia knowlodgo, to make use of it as she had occasion, especial He' 
when she lay in ; and conjured mo, as I lovd the Ki.ng, (for whom her 
hutsViaml and sho bad suffem much), not to detaine her gold* Sbo said, if 
tlierc was cither more or lease than fouro and tueniie whole peecos, and two^ 
halfe ones, it sould be none of hers ; and that they were put by her in a re.f 
velvet pur.so. After I had mven her assurcance ef hor gold, a new .search 
is made, tho other angcll is found, the velvet piirse all gnawd in bit'^, as 
my Rtockins were, and the gold instantlie reatord to the gontiewomnn. J 
have often heard that the eating or gnawing of cloths by rats is orninons, 
ami portends some mischance to fall on these to whom the cloths belong. 

1 iJiank God I was never addicted to such divinations, or hooded them. It 
is true, tliat more misfortunes than one fell on me shortlio after ; bol I arn 
f-uro 1 could have better forsoono them myselfo then rats or any such vti** 
mine, and yet did it not. 1 have hoard indeed many lino stones told «^f 
rats, how they abandon liouscs and ships, when the first are to be biirnh, 
and the second dround. Naturalists say they are very sagacious croatiircK, 
and I bolecvo they are so ; bot 1 shall uover bo of the opinion they can for- 
sco future contingencies, wdiich I fni|>|iose tho clivoU mmRolfo can neithiT 
forknow nor fovtoll ; these being things which tho Alrnightie hath kcepU . 
hidden in tlie bosomo of his divine pre-scionoe. And whlthor the great (iud 
hath preordained orprodostinatod these things, which to us arc coiitingcur, 
to fall out by ane uncontrollable and unavoidable necessUie, is a question 
not yet decided.’*^ 

In l^uoiing these ancient authorities, I must not forget tho more modem 
sketch of a^cottish soldier of tlie old hishion, by a niastejvhand, in tho 
eharactor of Losmabagow, since tho existence of that doughty captain alono 
must deprive tho present author of all claim to absolute originality. Stnll 
Dalgotty, as tho production of his own fancy, has been so far a favourite 
with its parent, that ho has fallen into tho error of assigning to the Captain 
too prominent a part in the story. This i.s the opinion of a critic who' 
encamps on tho highest pinnacles of literature ; and tho author i.s so far 
fortunato in having incurred his censure, that it gives his modesty a duix-nt 
apology for quoting the praise, which it would huvo ill-botiltv d liim Ui, . 
bring forward in an unmingled state. Tho passage occurs in the Iv iiul )argh 
Jleview, No. 55, containing a criticism on Ivanhoo ; — 

** There is too much, perfiaps, of Dalgotty- or rather, he engrosses loo 
groat a proportion of the w^oric— *for, in himself, wo think ho is uniformly 
entertaining ; and the author has nowhere shown more afiinity to that 
matchless spirit ivbo could bring out his Fal-stafifa and his TisutIk, in act 
after act, and play after play, and exorcise them every time with K<?cnes of 
unboimdod loquacity, witliout either exhausting their humour or varying 
a note from its characteristic tone, than in his largo and reiterated speci 
men-s of the eloquence of tho redoubted Ritt-mastor. The general idea o 
the character is familiar to our comic dramatists after tho Restoration — 
and may bo said in some measure to be compounded of Captain f'lnellen 
and Bobadil ; but the ludicrous combination of the soldado with the divinity^ 

^Sir James Turner's Monioirt) Bannatyne eUliion, p 
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■i<!ent of Mareflebal-College, is entirely original ; and the mixture of 
lent, selfishness, courage, coarseness, and conceit, was never so lutppily 
isnipUfied. Numerous os his speeches are, there is not one that is not 
iMracteriBtio— and, to our taste, divertingly ludicrous.” 


APPENDIX, 


No. I, 

The scarcity of my late friend’s poem may he an oxouso for adding 
the spiritotl conclusion of Clan Alpin’s vow. The Clan Cregor has met. 
hi the ancient churcdi of Bolquhiddcr. The head of iMMinniiond-Ernricli 
is placed on the altar, covered for a time with tho banner of the tribe. The 
Chief of Li 10 tribe advances to the altar : — ' 


** And pausing, on the banner gased : 

!rben cried in scorn, liis Anger raised, 

‘This was the boon of Hcotlaud's king ; 

And witii a quick and angry fling, 

Tomua the pageant screen away, 

The (load Ttum’s bead lieforc him luy. 
Unmoved iio soann'd the visage o’er, 

Tile clotted locks were dark with gore, 

Mio !'< Uuros with convulsion grim, 

The eyes contorted, sunk, and dim, 

Ihtt unappalTd, in angry mood. 

With lowering brow, unrnoveil he stood, j 
Upon the head his bared right hand 
lie laid, the other grasp’d his brand : 

Tlion kneeling, cried, * To Heaven 1 SAVvar ! 
Itiis deed of death I own , and sharo ; I 
As truly, fully mine, as though ! 

This my right hand had dealt the blow ; ! 

Cknno, then, our foenioti, one, come all ; I 
If to revenge this caitiff’s fall I 

r>no blade is bnred, one bow is drawn, ] 
Mine everlasting peace 1 pawn, 

To claim from them, or clainri from him, { 
In retribution, limb for limb. ' 


In sudden fniy, or open strife. 

This steel shall render life for life.* 

“ He ceased ; and at his beckoning nod, 
The clan.'^men to tho altar trod ; 

And not a wiiisjier breathed around, 

And naught was beard of mortal sound, 
Save from the clanking arms they bon*. 
That rattled on the marble floor ; 

Affd each, as he ap]>roach’d in hnst^', 
Uiion the scalp his nght hand placed ; 
With livid lip, and gather’d brow, 

Plach utter'd, lu Ins turn, the vow. 
l«'ierce Malcolm watch’d tho passing scxne, 
Aud search’d them thro* with glances kec::; 
Theu dash'd a tear-drop from his eye ; 
Unhid it oamo— he knew not why. 
Exulting liigh, lie towering stood : 

* Kinsmen ! ’ ho cried, ' of Alpins blood, 
And worthy of rian Alpin's naoio, 
Unstaiu’d by cowardice and shame, 

E’en do, spare nocht, in time of ill 
Shidl bo Chui Alpin’s legend still 1 ' ” 


No. II. 

It has boon disputed whethor tho Children of tho Mist were actual Mac- 
trogors, or whether they were not outlaws named MacDonald, belongirv? 
» Ardnamurchan. The following act of tho Privy Council seems to decide 
<ic question : — 

£Uinhurff1i, Afh Fehrunry 1569. 

I " The same day, the Ijords of Secret Council being crodiblio informed 
jf yo cruel and mischeivous jirocceding of yo wicked Clangrigor, so long 
Lutinueing in blood, slaughters, herships, manifest reifts,^ and stouiltf 
l^mmitted upoi: his iliencss* peaceable and good subjects ; inhabiting ye 
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cotintrie« €fwe»fc yo brays of ye Highlands, thir mony years bygone ; t 
ii|)eciaHy heir after ye cruel murder of umqll Jo. Drummond of Drum 
moneyryuch, his Majesties proper tennant, and aue of Ins fosters of Glon 
artney, committed upon ye day of last b\paat, be certain of y 

said clan, bo yo council and determination of yo haillQ avow and to dofen< 
yo authors yrof qoover wald porsoi^ for reven^o of ye same, qll yo 
Jo. was occupied in seeking of venison to his Hieness, at command of Pajt 
Tjord Drummond, stowart of Strathame, and principal forrostor of Glen 
artney ; the Queen, his ^Majesties dearest spouse, being jm shortlie lookei 
for to arrive in this I'oalm. Likeas, after ye murder cominittod, yo authon 
yrof cuttod off ye said umqll Jo. Dmummond's bead, and carried the same 
to the Laird of M'Grigo^, who, and the haill surname of M'G rigors, put«, 
posely conveined upon the Sunday yrafter, at the Kirk of Buchquhidder ; 
qr they oausoil yc said umqll JoWs head to bo pnted to ym, and yr 
avowing ye sd miirder to have been committed by yr communion, council, 
and determination, laid yr hands upon the pow, and in cithnik, and bar- 
barous manner, swear to defend yo authors of ye sd murder, in maist 
proud contempt of our sovni I^ra and his authontio, and in evil oxam]>le 
to others wicked limmaris to do ye like, give ys sail be suffered to remain 
unpunished.” 

Then f(>llows a commission to the Earls of Huntly, Arj^le, Athole, Mon- 
trose, Pat. Lord Dnunmond, Ja. Commendator of Jncheffiay, And. Oamp- 
bcl of liochinnel, Duncan Gampbel of Ardkinglas, Lauchlane McIntosh of 
Dunnauchtane, Sir Jo. Murrya of TulUbarden, knt.. Geo. Buchanan of that 
Ilk, and And, M'Farlano of Ariquochcr, to search for and apprehend Alaster 
M^Grigor ofGlenstro (and a nximber of others nominatim), ** and all others* 
of the said Clangrigor, or ye assiatai's, culpable of tlie said odious nnu’ther* 
or of tliift, reset of thift, hoi*ships, and somings, qrovor they may be appre- 
hended. And if they refuse to bo taken, or flees to strengths and houses, 
to pursue and assego them with firo ana sword ; and this commission to 
endure for tho spaco of three years.” 

Such was tho system of police in 1589 ; and such tho state of Scotland 
nearly thirty years after the Reformation. 


P OSTSCIilP T. 


While these pages were passing through the press, tho author roccivei 
a letter from the present Robert Stowart of Ardvoirlich, favouring bin 
with the account of the unhappy slaughter of Lord Kilpont, differing from 
and more probable than, that given by Bisho)> Wishart, whose narratir* 
infers cither insanity or the blackest troachory on the part of Jamci 
Stewart of iydvoirlich, the ancestor of tho present family of that name 
It is but fair to give tho entire oommunientiou as received from my rr 
spooled eoiTospondent, which is more minute than the histories of th 
period. 

** Although I have not the hocour of being ]>ersonally known to you, ] 
hopo you wih excuse tho liberty J mow take, iu addressing you on tho suhjoci 
of a transaction more than once alluded to by you, in which an ancestor d 
mine was unhappily concerned. I allude to the slaughter of Lord Kilponi 



son of tho Karl of Airtli and Montoith^ in 1644, by Jatnea Stewart of Ard* 
voirlicb. As the cause of this nnhap|)y event, and tho quarrel which led to 
it, have never been correctly stated in any history of the period in which 
it took place, I am induced, in consequence of your having, in the second 
series of your admiiablc Talcs on tho History of Scotland, adopted Wishart’s 
version of the transaction, and being aware that your havinj^ done so will 
stamp it with an authenticity which it does not merit, and with a view, as 
far as possible, to do justice to tho memory of iny unfortunate ancestor, to 
send you the account of this afiTulr as it has been banded down in tho 
family. 

** James Stowai’t of Ardvoirlicb, w’ho lived in the early jxirt of tho 
seventeenth century, and who was tho unlucky cause of the slaughter of 
Jjord Kilpont, as before mentioned, was appointed to the command of one 
of several independent companies i-aised in the Highlands at tho com- 
mencement of the troubles in tbo reign of Charles 1. ; another of these 
companies was under the command of l^ord Kilpont, and a strong intimacy, 
strengthened by a distant relationship, subsisted between them. When 
Montrose raise<l tho royal standard, Ardvoirlicb was one of tho first to 
declare for him, and is said to have been a principal moans of bringing over 
Lt>rd Kilpont to tho same cause; and they accordingly, along with Sir 
John Drummond and their respective followers, joinod Montrose, as re- 
corded by Wishart, at Buchjmty. WhLlo they served together, so strong 
was their intimacy, that ihey lived and slept in tho same tent. 

“ In Dio moan time, Montrose had boon joined by the Irish under tho 
command of Alexander Macdonald ; these, on their march to join Montrose, 
had committed some excesses ffh lands belonging to Ardvoirllcli, which lay 
in the lino of their march from tho west coast. Of this Ai’dvoirlich oom- 
jjiainod to Montrose, who, ] robably wisliirig as Jiuich as possible to conci- 
liate his now’- allies, treated it in rather an evc'wivo mannej% Ardvoirlich, 
wdio was a man of violent passions, having failed to I’ecoivo such satisfac- 
tion as he required, ciiallengcfi Macdonal<i to {iinglo combat. Before they 
mot, however, Monti o.Mo, on Iho information and by arlvico, as it is said, of 
Kil[)OiiL, laid them both under arrest. Montrose, seeing the evils of such 
a feud at such a critical time, effected a sort of reconciliation between 
them, and foroevl them to shako hands in his presence ; when, it was said, 
that Ardvturlicb, who was a very }>owerful man, took such a hold of Mac- 
donald’s hand as to innko tlio bl'oo<l start i’rom his fingers. Still, it would 
api»ear, Ardvoirlich was by no means reconciled. 

A few days aftefr the battle of Tippornuiir, when Montrose with his 
ai'my was oncainped at C'ollaco, an cnlertaiumcut was given by him to his 
officers, in honour of tho victory ho had obtained, and Kilpont and his 
comrade Ardvoirlich wens ol’ tho party. After returning to their quar- 
ters, Ardvoirlich, who soomod still to brood over his quarrel with Mac- 
donald, and being healed with drink, began to blame Li/rd Kilj>ont for tiir 
I)iirt he had taken in prevoi^ting his ubtfiiniug iiidross, and rollecDng 
again.st Moiitro.so for not allowing him what ho oon.siderod proper repara- 
Doi), Kilpont of course defended the conduct of himself and lii.s rclaiivo 
Montrose, till their argument came to high words, end finally, from iho 
stMte they wore both in, by an easy transition, to Idows, w^hen Ardvoirlich, 
with his dirt, struck Kilpont dead on the spot. Ho immodiato’y fit d, and 
•iiider tho cover of a thick mist escaped pursuit, leaving his eldest »o?i 
Henry, wh-.^ had boon mortidly wounded «T,t Tj]>peiTnuir, on hi.; deathbed. 

Llis follow^ei-;s immediately withdrew froin Montose, and no courso 
remained for him but to throw himbolfinto tho arms o£ tho opposite fac- 
tion, by v.h» rij h (3 wa.s wol) received. His name is frequently mentioned in 
Leslie's eau puigns, arnl on more than one occasion ho is mentionod fts 
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haviogf affordaJ prof^eotioD' to aoveral of his formor frion^ls through las 
intore-^t wth Leslie, when thd King’s cause became desiwrate. 

^'The foregoing accouuv:. of this unfortunate traimction, T am well 
itwaro, differs materially frt»m tho account given by VVisharfc, who allogos 
tliat Stewart had laid a plot for tho assassination of Montrv^so, and that 
no murdered Lord Kilpout in conaoquonce of his refusal to participate in 
his design. Now, I may be allowed to remark, that bosiclos WisUart 
liaving alwa 3 'B boon regarded as a partial historian, and very .questionable 
lUithority on any subject connected with the motives or conduct of those 
tvho differed from him in opinion, that even had Stew^art formed such a 
design, Kilpont, from his name and connections, was likely to bo the very 
last man of whom Stewart wouhl choose to make a confiilant and accom« 
plice. On the other hand, the above account, though never, that I am 
aware, before hinted at, has been a constant tradition in the family ; and, 
from the comparative recent date of tho transaction, and tho sources from 
which the tradition has been derived, I have no reason to doubt its per- 
fect authenticity. It was most circumstantially detailed as above, given 
to my father, Mr Stewrirt, now of Ardvoirlich, many years ago, by a man 
nearly connected with tho family, who lived to tho ago of a Imndi'od. 
Tills was a groat-grantlsou of James Stewart, by a natural sou John, 
of whom many stories aro still current in this countr}’, under his appella- 
tion of /o/m ahu Mkor. This Jolin was with his father at tho time, and of 
course was a witness of tho whole transaction ; ho lived to a oouHidorable 
time after the Bevolution, and it was from him that my father's informant, 
who was a man before his grandfather John tlhuMhoris death, rocoived tbe 
information as above stated. ^ 

**L have many apologies to offer fortrespaasingso long on your patience i 
but I felt a natural desire, if possible, to correct what 1 conceive to bo a 
groundless imputation on the memory of my ancestor, before it shall como 
to bo considered as a matter of history. That ho was a man of violent 
passions and singular temjicr, 1 do not pretend to deny, as many traditions 
still current in this country amply verify ; but that Jio was capable of form- 
ing a design to assassinate Montrose, the whole tenor of ins former conduct 
and principles contra<licts. That he was obliged to join tlio opposite party, 
was merely a matter of safety, while Kilpont had so many powerful frioriclj 
and oonnoctions able and ready to avenge his death. 

** I have only to add, that you have my full pfjrmiasion to make what u.,o 
of this communication you please, and either to reject it altogolhor, or 
allow it such credit as you think it deserves ; and 1 shall be road^ at all 
times to furnish you with any farther information on i.his ^vbjoot which you 
may require, and which it may be in my power to afford. 

AimvomuciT, 

January 1S30.’* 


Tbe publication of a statement so particular, and probably so correct, is 
a debt tluo to tho memory of James Stewart ; tho victim, it would seem, 

violent passions, but perhaps incapable of an act of premeditated 

m 
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LEfiEND OF MONTROSE 


CHAPTER I. 


8ucli AS do build Ihoir faith upon 

The holy text of pike and gun, > ^ 

Decide all controversies by 
Infallible artillery. 

And proves their doctrine orthodox. 

By apostolic blows and knocks. 

JiUTLEB. 

It was during;’ tlio jicriod of that great and bloody Civil War which 
agitated Britain during tlie sevciiteeutli century, tliait our tale has 
its coiiimcncenicut. Scothind had as yet remained free from the 
ravages of inte.stiiic war, although its inhabitants were much divided 
in political opinitms ; and many of them^ tired of the control of the 
Instates of Parliament, and disapproving of the bold measure which 
they had adojited, I7 sending into England a large army to the 
assistance of the Parliament, were determined on their part to em- 
brace the earliest O])povtuuily of declaring for the King, and malting 
such a. diversion us should at least compel the recall of General 
Leslie's army out of England, if it did not recover a great part of 
Scotland to the King's allegiance. This plan was chiefly adopted by 
tl»o northern nobility, ^vho Inid resisted with great obstinacy the 
adoption of the Solemn League and Covenant, and by many of the 
chiefs of the Highland clans, who conceived their interest, and au- 
thority to be connected with royalty, who liad, besides, a decided 
aversion to the Presbyterian form*of religion, and wlio, finally, were 
in that half savage state of society, in which war i.H always more 
w'elcome than peace. 

Great commotions were generally expected to arise from these 
concurrent causes, and the trade of incursion and depredation, which 
the Scottish Highlanders at all times exercised upon the Lowlands, 

u 
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begun Id assumc a more steady, avowed, and systematic form, as 
part of a general military system. 

Those at the head or affairs were not insensible to the peril of 
tlie moment, and anxiously made preparations to meet and to repel 
ii. They considered, however, with satisfaction, tlwt no leader or 
name of consequence had as yet appeared to assemble an army of 
royalists, or even to direct the efforts of those desultory bands, wlioin 
love of plunder, perhaps, as muclias political principle, had hurried 
into measures or hostility. It was generally nope J that the quar- 
tering a sufficient number of Iroopa in the Lowdaiids adjacent to 
the Highland line, would have the effect of restraining the mountain 
chieftains ; while the pow’cr of various barons in the north, who had 
espoused the Covenant, as, for example, the lilarl Marcschal, Ilje 
ffi'eat families of Forbes, Jicr-lic, and Irvine, the Grants, and othri* 
Presbyterian clans, might counterbiilancc and bridle, not only tlie 
8trer»gth of the Ogilvics and other cavaliers of Angus and Kincar- 
dine, but even tlic potent family of the Gordons, whose extensive 
authority was onl} equalled by their extreme dislike to the Pnsbyte- 
rian model. 

In the West IlighLirids tlie ruling party numbered many ene- 
mies j but the power of tiiese disaffected dm iS w*as supposed to be 
broken, and the spirit of their chieftaiuB intimidated, hy tlie pv<s 
dominating inhuonce of the Marquis of Ai’gyle, upon wdimu Uu? 
confidence of the Oonvoutiou of Estates was reposed with tlie ut- 
most security; and whose power in the Highlands, already exor-. 
bitant, had been still favtlier increased by conecssimis oxtmtod 
from the King at the last pacification, ft was indeed well kuow'ir 
that Argyle was a man ratlnu- of political cntcri>rise than pcrsceial 
' courage, and better calculated to manage an inlriguc of state Ibaii 
to control the tribes of Imstile mountaineers; yet the numbers 
of his clan, and the spirit of tlie gallant gentlemen by w hom it was 
led, mighty it w^as Bunposed, atone for the persoirirdehciencies of 
theii* chief ; and as the Cumpbdls hail already scveixly humbled 
several of the neighbouring tribes, it was sujq)t*scd those wmiilil not 
readily again provoke an encounter with a body so powerful. 

Thus having at their command the whole west and south of Sl id- 
laud, indisjmtably the ridiest part of the kingdom, — Fife^hiro in ing 
in ft peculiar manner their own, and jmsscrising many and pov.erfn] 
friends even nortli of the Forth and Tay,— the Scott isli Convention 
of Kstfttes saw no danger sufficient to induce them to alter tlie lino 
of policy they had adopted, or to recall from the assistance of their 
brtaliren of the iCnghsh Parliaraent that auxiliary army of twenty 
thousand meu, by nleaus of which accession of strength, the Kiug^ 
party liad been reduced to the defensive, w’hcii in full career of 
triumph and .success. 

The causes which moved the Convent ion of Fistales at this t ime fo 
take such an immediate and active interest in the civil w ar of Fng- 
laud, arc detailed iu our historians, but may be here .shortly recapi- 
tulated. They had indeed no ucw injury or aggression to coiLjfuuu 
of at the hand of the King, and the peace which had been made 
between Charles and his subjects of Scotland Imd been carefully oV 
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served ; but the Scottish rulers were well aware tbiat tliia peace had 
been extorted froui the Kui^, as well by tue inflaenoe of tfie parlia* 
mentai^arty in Eug^land^ as by the terror of their own arms. It 
is true, Kiag Charles nad since then visited the capital of his ancient 
kingdom, had assented to the new organization of the churcb, and 
hau distributed honours and rewards among the leaders of the ^rty 
which had shewn themselves most hostile to his interests ; but it was 
suspected that distinctions so um\illingly conferred would be re- 
sumed as soon as opportunity offered. The low state of-tlie English 
^Parliament was seen in Scotland with deep apprehension; and it 
was concluded, that shimld Charles triumi)}i hy force of arms against 
liis insurgent subjects of England, he would not be long in exacting 
from the Scots the vongennee wliich he might suppose due to those 
who had set llie example of taking U]) arms against him. Sncli was 
tlie policy of the measure which dictated the sending the auxiliary 
army into I’mglaiul ; and it was avowed in a manifesto explanatory 
of ifieir reasons for gmug this timely and important aid to the Eng- 
lish Parliament, The English Parliament, they said, had been al- 
ready trie iiclly to them, and might be so ligiui/; whereas the King, 
although he had so lately established religion among them according 
to their desires, had given them no giound to confide in his royal 
declaration, seeing they had found his promises and actions incon- 
sistent w’ith each other. “ Our conscience,'' they concluded, “ and 
Cod, who is greater tlian our conscience*, benreth us record, that 
we aim altogether at the glory of God, peace of both nations, and 
lionour of the King, in suppressing and iiunishing in a legal w'ay, 
ilkKso who are the troublcrs of Israel, the firebrands of hell, tile 
K oralis, the Balaams, tlic Doegs, the Babsliiikchs, the Ilamans, 
1 he Tobiahs, the Saubahatsof our time; which done, we are satis- 
fied. JSeiilier have we began to use a military expedition to Eng- 
land as a mean for compassing Ihobc our pious ends, until all othen* 
means whicli Ave could think upon have failed us : and tluR alone 
is left to iiltlmuni et tinicnm remedium, the last and only re- 
medy.’* 

Leaviuff it to casuists to deteriuhie whether one contracting party 
is justilied in breaking a solemn treaty, upon the suspicion that, in 
certain future contingencies, it might be infringed Ijy the other, Ave 
^ball ]>roeocd to mciition tw'o other circii instances that had at least 
euuid inlinencc' with ilic Scottish rulers and nation, Avith any doubts 
Avhieh they entertained of the King's good faith. ^ 

Tlio first of these avus the nature and condition (»f Iheir army; 
l oaded by a pour and discontented nobility, under whom it was ofti- 
c M cd chil‘iiy by Scottish soldiers of fortune, avIio had sem»d in the 
(h'rinan Avars until they bad lost almost all distinction of poIithiMl 
priiicijile, and even of country, in the adoption of the mercenary faith, 
tliat a soldier’s principal duty was fidelity tu the state or soa ereigii 
from'Avhom he received his pay, Anthont respect citlKU* to tin* justice 
of the quarrel, oi to tlieir own coimection with ell her of the con- 
tending parties. To men of this stamp, Grotius applies the scA^ero 
character — NuUxm vUtc genus est ww^obivs, qnavt vorum, qui sine 
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caH9<e rcspeclH mcvcede coiidxtctu tnlliianU To these nurcenary 
soldiers, as well as to the needy ffentry with whom they were mixed 
in command, and who easily imbibed tne same opinions, the success 
of the late short invasion of England in 1641 was a sufiicicnt reason 
for renewing so profitable an experiment. Tlie good pay and free 
quarters of England had made a feeling impression upon the rccid- 
lection of these military advcntiri’ers, and the prospect of again levy- 
ing eight hundred and fifty pounds a-day, came in place of all argu- 
ments, whether of state or morahty. 

Another cause inflamed the minds of the nation at large, no less 
than the tempting prospect of the wealth of England aiumated the 
soldiery. Ho much had been written and said on either side con- 
cerning the form of Church government, that it had become a matter 
of infinitely more consequence in <lic eyes of the multitude than the 
doctrines of that gospel which both ehiirchea liad embraced. The 
Prelatists and Presbyterians of the more violent kind became as 
illiberal as the Papistsj and would scarcely allow the i>03sibility of 
salvation beyond the piile of their respective churches. It was jji 
vain remarked to those zcidots, that had the Author of our holy 
religion considered any ])eciiliar form of church government as 
essential to salvation, it wotild have been revealed with the same 
precision as under the Old Testament disnensation. Both parties 
coutinued as violent as if Uiey could have pleaded the distinct coui- 
mauds of llcuvcn to justify their intolerance. Laud, in the days of Ins 
domination, had fired tlie train, by attempting to impose uixm tlie 
Hcottish people church ceremonies foreign to their liabils and 
opinions. The hucccss with which this had been resisted, and the 
Presbyterian model sub.stitutedin its place, had endeared the latter 
to the nation, as the cause in w'hich they had triumidied. Tbe 
Solemn League and Covenant, adopted with such zeal by the greater 
part of the kingdoin, and by them forced, at the sword's point, upon 
the others, bore in ils bosom, as its principal object, the establisliing 
the doctrine and discijdine. of the Pre.sby terian churcli, and the putting 
down all error and heresy; and having’ attained for their own country 
an establishment of this golden candlestick, the Scots becainc? liberally 
and fraternally anxious to erect the same in England. Tliis they 
conceived inigbt he easily attained by lending to ilie l^arliament tlie 
cflectual (issistance of the iScotti.sii forces. The I'leshyteriaiis, 
a numerous and pi)\v<‘rfiil party in the English Parliament, had 
hitherto taken the lead in opposition to the Ring; while the Inde- 
pendents and other sectaries, wdio afterwards, under Croniwxdl, r('- 
.Humed the power of the sword, and overset tlie Presbyterian model 
botli in Scotland and England, were, as yet contented to Inrl: 
under tlie slielter of the wealthier and more powerful party Tlie 
nro.spect of bringing to a uniformity the kingtioms of England and 
Scotland iu disci [>11 no and worship, seemed therefore as fair as it w as 
desirable. 

The celebrated Sir Henry Vane, one of the coinmif^si oners who 
negotiated the alliance betwixt England and Scotland, saw the in- 
fluence which this bait had upon the spirits of those with w hom ho 
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dealt; and althoiidi a violent Independent, he contrived at 

once to ffralify and to elude tlie eager deairea of the Presbyterians, 
by qualifying "the obligation to reform the Church of England, as a 
cnauge to be executoa “according to the word of God, and the best 
refonned churches.” Deceived by their own eagerness, themselves 
entertaining no doubts on the Jus JJivinum of their own ecclesias- 
tical establishments, and not holding iy>osaible suck doubts could bo 
adopted by others, the Convention of Efstates and the Kirk of Scot- 
land conceived, that such expressions necessarily infeiTod the esto- 
blislmient of Presbytery ; nor w*cre tliey undeceived, until, when their 
help was no longer needful, the sectaries gave them to understand, 
that the phrase might be ns well applied to Independency, or any 
otlifw mode of worSiip, which those who were at the head of atfairs 
at the time might consider as agreeable “to tlic w'ord of God, and 
ihc practice of the reformed churches.” Neitlierwere the outwntted 
Scottish less astonished to find, that the designs of ilie English sec- 
taries struck against the inonarchicid constitution of Britain, it having 
been their intention to reduce the power of the King, but by no 
means to abrogate the office. They fared, however, in this respect, 
like rash physicians, who commence l>y over-physicking a patient, 
until he is reduced to a state of w’cakness, from which cordials are 
afterwards unable to recover him. 

But ilu'se events W’cre still in the wHuub of futurity. As yet the 
Scottish Parliament held their engagement with England coiisistoiit 
with justice, prudence, and piety, and tlicir military undertaking 
seeiiitHl to succeed to their very wish. Tlie junction of the Scottlsli 
{i!'!uy w'ith those of Fairfax and Aranebester, enabled the Parliamentary 
forces to besiege York, and to light the desperate action of Long- 
Mnrstcni Moor, in which Prince Rupert and the Marquis of Newcastle 
w ere defeated. TJie Scottish auxiliaries, indeed, bail less of the glory 
of tills victory than tlieir countrymen could desire. David Leslie, 
with their cavalry, fought bravely, and to tlieni, as well as to Crom- 
wells brigad(‘ of Independents, the honour of the day belonged; 
but the old Karl of Levon, the covenanling general, W'as driven 
out of file field by tlie impetuous charge of Prince Uiipm’t, and 
w'as tliirty miles distant, m full flight towards iScotland, when 
• he w as oVcr-lakeii by the news that bis jiarty had gained a com- 
pl('tc victory. 

The ab-cnce of these au.viliary troops, upon this crusade for the 
cstablishinont of PrcsbytorianiJHU in England, had considerably 
diminished the pow'cr of the Convention of Estates in Scotland, ami 
had given rise to those agitations among the auti-coveimiiters, wliich 
w e have noticed at the beginning of this cliapter. 
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ills motlicr could for him off crndic set 
iXcr ImBbaiid's rusty iron coi'stUd ; 

Whoso jSLttgMng sound could hush licr babe to restf 
?'i):it never plain'd of Ids uncany nest ; 

TJiOJi did lie dream of dreary ward at hand, 

And \roke, and fought, and won, ere he couM stand. 

Hall's ScUtres. 

It was towards the close of a summer’s evening, during the 
anxious period which we have commemorated, that a young gentle- 
man of quality, M^ell mounted and anned, and accompanied ty two 
servants, one of whom led a sumpter horse, rode slowly up one of 
tliose steep passes, by which the Highlands are accessible fi om ilie 
liowlaiids of Perthshire.^ Their course liad lain for some time 
along the banks of a lake, whose deep waters reflected the crimson 
beams of the western sun. The bruken path which they pursiiL-d 
with some difficulty, was in some places sliaded by ancient birches 
and oak trees, and in others overhung by fragments of Imgc roclv. 
Ijlscwhcre, the hill, which formed the northern side of this bcaiili- 
ful sheet of Avater, arose in steep, but less precipitous acclivity, ami 
Avas arrayed in heath of tlic darJeest piirnle. In the present times, a 
scene so romantic would have been judged to possess tlic highest 
charms for the traveller; but those Avho journey in days of cioubt 
and dread, pay little attention to picturesque scenery. 

The master keiit, as often as the wood permitted, abreast (/f oiie m* 
bolli of his domc'^tics, and seemed earnestly to converse with Ihem, 
probably because the distinctions of rank are readily set afddo among 
those who are made to be sliarors of common danger. The dispo; i- 
tions of tlio leading men Avlio inhabited this Avilu country, and the 
})robiibili ty of their taking part in the political convulsions iJi.it v/ero 
soon expected, Avere the subjects of their conversation. 

TJicy had not jidvaiiced above half AA'ay up the lake, and the young 
gentlomati was ])oiiiting to his atteiidauts the spot vrliere their in- 
tended road tnvjied nortlmards, and, leaving the verge of the loch, as- 
cended a ravine to the right liand, Avlien they discovered a singh* 
horseman coming doAvn the shore, as if to meet them, 'i’ho gii'ani 
of the sunhoantfaipon lii.s hcad-]>ieco and corslet shewed th:tt lie Ava% 
in armour, arntTne purpose of tlio other travellers required tliat in* 
should not i)ass unquestioned. “ We must know aa^io lie .said 
the young gentleinaii, .and Avhithcr he is going,” And putting spurs 
to bus horse, lit? rode foi AA^ard as fast as the rugged state of tlie road 
w^quld permit, foUoAved by hh two attendants, until lie readied tlie 
point wdicro the pass along the side of the lake Avas inlerscctod by 
that Avhich doscciuled from the ravine, .<iecuring thus against the 
])ossibility of the stranger eluding them, by turnmg into the latter 
road before they C;uue Avith him. 

1 Tho bi'nntia^i pjids t-i Lnuv, iit’ir Calltudcr, iji rilonteith, \vouK1, iii some respects, 
answer the dcsiciii.tS^n. 
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TIic singrle horseman bad mended his pace, when he first ob&ervcd 
the throe riders advance rapidly towards iiimj hut when be saw thorn ’ 
halt and form a front* which completely occupied the path, he dieckod 
his horse, and advanced with great deliberation ; so that each party 
Jiad an opportunity to take a full survey of the other. The solitai'y 
stranger was mounted upon an able horse, lit for military service, 
and lor the great weig*Jit which he had to carry, and Jiis rider 
occupied his demipique, or war-saddle, witli an air that showed it 
was nis familiar seat, lie had a bright burnished head-piece, with a 
plume of feathers, togctlier with a cuirass, thick enough to resist a 
musket-ball, and a back-piece of lighter materials. These defensive 
firms he wore over a buff jerkin, along with a pair of gauutletSj or 
steel gloves, the tops of which reached up to liis . elbow', and wiucli, 
like the rest of bis armour, w^ere of bright steel. At the front of his 
military saddle hung a case of pistols. Far beyond the ordinary size, 
nearly two feet in length, and cai‘i 7 ing bullets of twenty to the 
pound. A bud* belt, with a broad silver buckle, sustained on one side 
a long straight doubhi-cdgcd broadsword, with a strong guard, aud 
a blade calculated cither to nlvikc or push. On the right side hung 
a dagger of about eighteen inches m length ; a shoulder-belt sus- 
tained at his back a iiiusketoou or blunderbuss, and was crossed 
by a bandolier containing bis charges of ammunition. Tlugh- 
piecca of steel, then termed taslcts, met the tops of Ins huge jack- 
boots, tind completed the c(iiiipuge of a w^il-armcd trooper of the 
period. 

Tiic appearance of the horseman himself corresponded well with his 
military equipage, to which ho had the air of having been long inured, 
j Ic was above tlic middle size, and of strcug'th sufficient to bear with 
case tlie weight of Ills weapons, oficiisive and defensive. liis age 
might ])e forty and u]»varas, and his countenance w^as tliat of a 
resolute weather-beaten veteran, who had seen many fields, and 
brought away in token more than one scar. At the distance of about 
thirty yards lie halted and stood last, raiuMl himself on his stirniiis, 
as if to reconnoitre and ascertain the purpose of the o])po8ite party, 
and brought his musketooii under Ins right ^arm, ready for use, if 
occasion slioiild require it. In everytliiiig but numbers, bo had 
the advantage of those who seemed inclined to interrupt his 


passage. 

The leader of the parly was^, indeed, well moniitod and clad in a 
Imfi* coat, richly oiubroidored, tlie half-military dress of the period : 
hut liis domestics l»ad only coarse jackets of thick felt, which could 
.scarce he cxpecdeil to turn the edge' of a sword, if wielded by a strong 
man : and none of them had any weapons, save sw'ords and pistoli^ 
without which gentlemen, or their attendants, during those disturbed 
times, seldom stirred abroad. 

When they had stood at ga^e for about a minute, the younger 
gentleman gave the challenge which was then common in the mouth 
of all strangers who met in such cireumstattcc.s — " For whom are 
you : ” 

“ Tell me first/’ answered the soldier, "for whom are you ?— the 
strongest party should si>eak first.'' 
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^ We ere for God and King Charles,'* answered the first speaker. 
— ^ Now tell your faction, you know ours." 

** I am for God and my standard ” answered the single horseman. 

" And for which standard ?" replied the chief of the other party— 
** Cavalier or Roundhead, King or Convention 

** By my troth, sir," answered the soldier, “ I would he loath to 
reply to you with an untruth, as a thing unbecoming a cavalier of 
fortune and a soldier. But to answer vour query with beseeming 
veracity, it is necessary I should myself have resolved to w'hilk of 
the present divisions of the kingtfoni I shall ultimately adhere, 
being a matter whereon my mind is not as yet preccesely asccr- 

should have thought,” answered the gentleman, “ that, when 
Ifoyalty and religion art^ at stake, no gentleman or man of honour 
could be ion|r in clioosing his party." 

« Truly, sir," replied the trooper, "if ye speak this in the way of 
vituperafion, as meaning to impugn my honour or gcutcclity, 1 
would blithely put the same to issue, venturing in that quarrel with 
nyr single person against you three. But if you speak it in the way 
of logical ratiocination, whilk 1 have studied in my youth at tlie 
Mareschal-CoUege of Aberdeen, I am rcfwly to prove to yo logicef 
that my resolution to defer, for a certain season, the taking upon me 
either of these quarrels, not only becouicth me as a gentleman and a 
man of honour, but also as a person of sense and prudence, one 
imbued with humane letters in his early youth, and who, from thence- 
forward, has followed the wars UJider the banner of tlie invincible 
(iustavus, the Lion of the North, and under many other heroic 
leaders, hotli Lutheran and Calvinist, Papist and Arm’inian." 

After exchanging a word or two with his domestics, the younger 
gmitlemiui replied, " I should be glad, sir, to have some conversation 
witli you upon 80 interesting a question, and should be proud if 1 can 
determine you in favour of the cause I have myself espoused. I rule 
this evening to a friend’s house not three miles distant, whither, if 
you choose to accompany me, you shall have good quarters for the 
night, aud free permission to take your own road in the morning, if 
you then feel no inclination to join with us." 

" Whose w'ord am 1 to take for this ? " answered the cautious 
soldier — “ A man must know his guarantee, or he may fall into an 
ambuscade." 

" 1 am called." answered Uie younger stranger, " the Karl of 
Menteitli, and, 1 trust, you will receive my honour us a sufJideut 
security." 

" A wortliy nobleman," answered the .soldier, whose parole is not 
bubted.” With one motion lie replaced his mu.skctoon at his 
■d with another made his miUtap' salute to the young nohle- 
B continued to talk as he rode forward to join liim — " And, I 
|Hd he, " niy own assurance, that I will be bon camarado to 
=«lfebip in peace or in perilj during the time we sliall abide 
iier, wiu not DC altogether vilipended in these doubtful times, 

I aa they say, a mail’d head is safer in a steel-cap than in n 
p palace." 
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“ I vou, sir/' ssnid Lord Mentcitb, “ that to jiidg^e from your 
npi'oaraiicc, I mosit hi^?lily value the advantage of your escort ; but, 1 
trust, we shall have do occasion for any exercise of valour, as 1 expect 
conduct you to g‘ood and friendly quarters/' 

“ Good quarters, my lord,” replied the soldier, "are always accept- 
able, and are only to be postponed to gfood pay or ffood booty, — not 
to ineiition the lionour of a cavalier, or the needfiu points of com- 
maiuled duty. And truly, my lord, your noble proffer is not the less 
welcome, in that 1 knew not prececsely this ni^ht whore I and my 
poor coiiMJanioii ” (pattiii^^ his horse) “ wore to find lodjcrmeuts.” 

“ May 1 be permitted to ask, then,” said Lord Mcnteith, “ to whom 
I have the good fortune to stand quarter-master?” 

“ Truly, iny lord,” said the trooper, ‘‘ my name is Dalgetty — 
Dugakl l)algvtty, Ritt-raastcr Dugald Balgetty of Drunithwacket, 
at your honourable service to command. It is a name you may have 
sejm ill Gallo JlelgicMs, the i^tcedisk fnielligencer, or, if you read 
High 1 )utch, in the Flicgcnden Mercoeur of Leipsic. My father, my 
lord, having by unthrifty coiii'sos reduced a fair patnmony to a 
Tioiieiitity, 1 had no better shift, when I was eighteen years mild, 
than to carry the learning whilk I had acquired at tlie Mareschal- 
College of Aberdeen, my gentle bluid and designation of Drum- 
thwacket, together with a pair of stalwarth arms, and legs conform, 
to tlui Gerniau wars, there to push my w’ay as a cavalim* of fortune. 
My lord, iny legs mid arms stood me in more stead than cither my 
gentle kin or my book-loar, and I found myself trailing a pike as a 
private gentlepiau under old 8ir Liulovick Leslie, where I learned 
the rules of service so tiglitly, that 1 will not forgot them in a hurry. 
Sir, I have been made to stand guard eight hmirs, being from twelve 
at noon to eight o’clock of the night, at tlm palace, armed with back 
and breast, licad-piecc and bracelets, being iron to the teeth, in a 
])iltor frost, and the ice Avaa as hard as over wiis Hint; and all for 
sttipping an instant to speak to my landlady, when I should have 
gone to roll-call.” 

•‘And, doubtless, sir,” replied I.ord Monkdth, “you have gone 
lhrniTi»*li some hot service, as well us this same cold duty you 
talk of?” 

*• Surely, my lord, it doth not hecomo me to siieak ; but he that 
liath seen the' fields of Leipsic and of Liit?5en, mav be said to have 
seen pitched batlles. And one who hath witncssotl the iiitakiugpf 
J^h’aiikfort, and Spanheiin, and Nuremberg,aiid so fort h, should know 
somewhat about leaguers, storms, onslaughts, and outfalls.” 

liut your merit, sir, and experience, were doubtless followed by 
promotion : ” 

It came slow, my lord, dooms slow,” replied Dal^etty ; *‘ liut ai 
my Scottish countrymen, the fathers of the war, and the misers of 
those valorous Scottish regiments plot were the dread of Germany, 
began to fall pretty thick, what with pestilence and what with the 
swt>rd, why we, their cluKlren, succeeded to their iiiherituiice. Sir, 1 
was six years first private gentleman of the company, and three years 
lanco si>eisade ; disdaining* to receive a halberd, as unbecoming my ; 
birth. Wherefore I was ultimately promoted to he a fahn-draggeri ’ 
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fis the Hit’ll Dutch onll it. (wliioh hiniilics au ancient,) in the Kiii^s 
Leif Re^mont of Black IIorBc, and thereafter I arose to be lieutenant 
and rj^moKter, under that invincible monarch, the bulwark of the 
Protestant faith, the Lion of the North, the terror of Austria, Ous- 
Uvus the Victorious." 

** And yet, if 1 understand yon, Captain Dal^etty-^1 think that 
rank corresponds with your foreigji title of ritt*>Tnaster ^ 

*^Tho same prrodc prcceeBely, answered Dalget^; "ritt-master 
slgriiifyingf literally file-leader." 

I was observing-," continued Lord Meuteith, " that, if I under- 
stood you ri^ht, you had left the service of this ^eat Prince." 

“ It was after his death — it was after his death, sir/ said Daljgetty, 
** when I was in no sliapc bound to continue mine adherence. There 
arc things, my lord, in that service, that cannot but go against the 
atoinach of any cavalier of honour. ^ In especial, albeit the pay be 
none of the most auporal^undant, being- only about sixty dolhifs a- 
month to a ritt-inastei*, yet the iiiviucible Guatavus never paid above 
one-third of that sum, wJiillc w'as distributed monthly by way of loan ; 
although, wlieii justly considered, it was, in fact, a borrowing by that 
great monarch of the additional two-thirds wdiich were due to the 
soldier. And 1 have seen wdioh; regiments of Dutch and Holsteincrs 
mutiny on the field of battle, like bsise scullions, crying out ^Gelt, 
gelt,’ Hij^nifying ilicir desire of pay, instead of falling to blows like 
our ur»ble Scottish blades, who ever disdained, my lord, pt>stpouiug fd 
liunotir to filthy lucre." 

“ But were not these arrears " said Lord JMcnfccilh. paid to the 
soldioy at some staled ])cviod?" 

" My lord," said Dalgotty, "1 take it on my conscience, that at no 
period, and by no ])ossible process, could one cremtzer of tliein cv(»r 
be recovered, i myself never hjw twenty dollars of my own all the 
time I served the invineiblo Gustiivus, unless it was from the chance 
(if a Btorm or victory, or the fetching in some lowm or do a p. v.hcn a 
cavalier of fort une, who know.s lh>* iiNagc of w’ar.-^, rcMoia failetli to 
make some r:ri:dl ]>roUl.” 

" J begin rather lo wonder, sir," said Lord Meuteith, "that you 
, should have coiitinuod so long in Uio Swedish service, tliau tlnit you 
sliould have uUima.1.elv withdrawn from it." 

"Neither 1 should;” answered the RUt-mastcr; "but that grent 
leader, captain, and king, the Lioii of the Norlli, and the bulwark 
OI the rrotestant faith, had a way of wiauing battles, taking town 
overrumiing coimtric.s, and levjhig contributions, wbilk made his 
sonnee irrosistibJ.v delectable to all true-bred cavaliers who follow the 
noble nrofesdion of arms. Simple as I ride liere, niy lord. 1 bm o 
mvsclf commanded the whole sfift of Dunklespiel on the J^ower 
Jvbine, occupying the Pfilsgrave’s palace, consuming his choice wines 
with ray comrades, calling m contnbutions, requisitions, and cr.duacs, 
and iiot KMling lick ray fingers, as became a good cook. But truly 
all tms glory basteuod to decay, afterour groat innsterlind f)cciisbot with 
bullets up the field of Liiizcn; wherefore, fimliug that Fortune 
mtd elnniged sides, that the borrowings and lendings Went on as ]>e- 
■foro out ofour pay, wiiile the cadiiucs and casualties were all cut off, 
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1 e’en gave u]) ray coramission> and took service wth Wailenstcini in 
Walter Butler's Irisli re^ment.” 

And may 1 bo^ to know of you/’ said Lord Menteiih» apparently 
interested in the advcniurcs of this soldier of fortune, “howj’ou 
liked tliis change of masters?” 

“ Indifferent well,” said the Captain—*^ very indifferent well. I 
eamiot s^' that the Emperor paid much better than the great Qus- 
ravus. For hard knocks, we had plenty of them. I was often cd)- 
liged to run my head against my old acq[uait;itauce3« the Swedish 
feathers, whiik your honour must conceive tO bo aoulde-pointed 
stakes, shod with iron at each end, and planted before tlie squad of 
pikes to prevent an onfall of the cavalry. Tlie whiik Swedish 
feathers, aitliough they look gay to the eye, resembling tlic shrubs 
or lesser trees of anc forest, as the puissant pikes, arranged in bat- 
talia behind them, correspond to the tall pines thereof, ye^ neverthe- 
less, arc not alto^f ether so soft to encounter os the plumage of a 
goose. Iluwbeit, in despite of heavy blows and light pay, a cavalier 
of fortune may thrive indifferently well in the Imperial service, in 
respect his private casualties arc nothing so cl(«ely looked to tis by 
the Swede; and so that an oflBccr did his duty on the field, neither 
Wallenstein nor I’appcnheim, nor old Tilly before them, would 
likely listen to tlie objurgations of boors or burghers against any 
commander or soldado, by whom they chanced to be somewhat 
closely shorn. So that an experienced cavalier, knowing how to lay, 
ns our Scottish jihrasc runs, ‘ the head of the sow to the tail of tlic 
gricc/ might get out of the country the pay whiik ho could not obtain 
from the Emperor.” 

With a full hand, sir, doubtlcs.^, and with interest,” said Lord 
P.hmtcitli, 

‘'Indubitably, my lord,” answered Dalgctty, composedly; “for it 
would lic doubly disgraceful for any Boldadoof rank to have his name 
(..tiled in quo.«^lion for any petty deliiinuency.” 

“ And ])?'ny, sir,” continued Lord Menteith, “ wliat made you leave 

> gMijil'ul a. service?” 

Why, truly, sir,” answered the soldier, “ au Irish cavalier, called 
being mn j<jr of our regiment, and I hjiving had words 
”■ iih Iiini the nigiit before, respecting the worth and precedence of 
n ir several nations, it pleased him the next day to deliver his orders 
{(> mo with the point of his balooii advanced and held aloof, instead 
(u deciiuing ana trailing tlic same, as is the fashion from a courteous 
commiindiiig officer towards his equal in rank, though, it may be, lus 
inferior in military grade. Upon this quarrel, sir, we fought in 
private rencontre ; and as, in the perqmsitions which followed, it 
])lcased Waltei' Butler, our oberst, or colonel, to give the lighter 
punishment to his count^man, and the heavier to me, whereupon, 
ill stomaching such jpartimity, I exchanged my commission for one 
un(b*r the Spaniard.” 

"• 1 hope you found yourself better off by the change?” said Lord 
Menteith, 

“ In good sooth,” answered the Ilitt-master, “ I had but litfle to 
cornpJam of. The pay was somewhat regular, being furnished by 



15 


TAiLES OP MY LANDLORD. 


tlie rich Plcmhi^s nnd Walloons of the Low Country. The quarters 
were exceUeiit; the prood wheaten loaves of the Flemings were 
l^etier than the Provant rve-bread of the Swede, and Khenish w ine 




ill Gustarus's camp. Service there w'as none, duty there was little : 
and that Kttlo wre might do, or leave undone, at our pleasure ; an 
excellent retirement for a cavalier somewhat weary of field and 
l^^er, W'ho had purchased with his blood as much honour as might 
serve his turn, ana was desirous of a little case and good living.” 

" And may I ask,” said Lord Mcnteith, ** why you, Captain, bein^, 
RB 1 suppose, in the situation you describe, retired from the Bpaiii^i 
serviee also?” 

** You are to coiibider, my lord, that your Spaniard,” replied Cap- 
, tain Dalgetty, ‘‘is a person idtogether unparalleled in his own con- 
ceit, wherethrough he inakelh not fit account of such foreign cava- 
liers of valour as arc pleased to take service with him. And a galling 
thing it is to every honourable soldado, to be put aside, and post- 
poned, and obliged to yield preference to every puffing signior, who, 
were it tlie question wdiich should first mount a breach at push of 
pike, might be apt to yield willing place to a Scottish cavalier. 
Moreover, sir, I was pricked in conscience respecting a matter of 
religion.” 

I should not have thought. Captain Dalgetty,” said the young 
nobleman, ” that au old soldier, who had changed service so "ol*ten, 
would have been too scrupulous on that head.” 

No mare I am, my lord,” said the Captain, since 1 hold it to 
lie the duty of the chaplain of the regiment to settle those matters 
for me, and every other brave cavalier, inasmuch as he does notliing 
else that 1 kno>Y of for his pay and allowances. But this \vas a 
particular case, niy lord, a castis imjrrovisvSf us 1 may say, in wliilk I 
mid no chaplain of my own persuasion to act as niy adviser. 1 found, 
in short, that allhougli my being a Protestant might be winked at, 
in resp(ict that I ivas a man of action, and had more experience than 
all the Dons in our tertia put together, yet, when in garrison, it was 
expected I should go to mass wdtli the rt^iuient. Noiv, my K)rd, ns a 
true Scottish ina»i, and educated at the Mareschal-Collcgo of Aber- 
deen, I was bound to uphold the mass to be au acl of blinded papistry 
and utter idolatiy*, wliilK I was aitogethcr nnwiHing to homologate 
by iny presence. True it is, that i consulted on the point ivith a 
wortliy countryman of my own, one Father Fatsides, of the Scottish 
Cotivout in Wiirtzburg ” 

^And 1 hope,” observed Lord Mcnteith, "you obtained a ch‘ar 
opinion from this same ghostly father?” 

"As clear as it could bo,” replied Captain Dalgetty, "co’isidt-ring 
wc had drunk six flasks of Rhenish, and about two inutchkins of Kir- 
chenwasser. Father Fatsides informed me, that, us nearly as lie 
could judge, for a li(?retic like myself, it signified not much wlu'ther 
1 went to moss or not, seeing my etenial perdition was signed and 
sealed at any rate, in respect of my impenitent and obdurate per- 
severance in mv damnable heresy. Being discoiimged by this re- 
sponse, i applied to a Dutch pastor of the reformed church, who told 
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me, lie tlioug:lit 1 mig'ht lawfully go to mass, in respect that the pro- 
])het permitted Naamati, a mighty man of valour, and an lionourable 
cavalier of S.yna, to follow iiis master into the^ bouse of Rimmon, a 
false god, or idol, to whom be had rowed service, and to bow down 
when the king was leaning upon his hand. But neither was this 
auiswer satisfactory to me, both because there was an luico difference 
between an anointed King of Syria and our Spanish colonel, whom 
I could have blown away like the peeling of an ingan, and chiefly 
because I could not find the tiling was required of me by any of 
tlie articles of war ; neither wtis I proffered any consideration, eitiier 
in perquisite or pay, for the wrong I might tuei*eby do to my cour 
science." 

‘‘ So you again changed your service ?" said Lord Meuteith. 

‘‘In troth did I, my lord; and after trying for a short wliile two 
or three other powers, I even took on for a time with their High 
jMiglitinesses the States of Holland." 

“i\nd how did their service jump with your humour again de- 
manded Ilia companion. 

“ O I my lord," said the soldier, in a sort of enthusiasm. “ their 
hehaviour on pay-day might be a pattern to all Europe — no borrow- 
ings, no lendings, no offsets, no arreai-s-— all balanced and paid like 
a banker’s book. The quarters, too, are excellent, and the allow- 
ances unchallengeable ; but then, sir, they are a preccese, scrnpuloiw 
licoplc, and will allow nothing for peccadilloes. So that if a boor 
complains of a broken head, or a beer-seller of a broken can, or a 
daft wench does hut squeak loud enough to be heard above her breath, 
a soldier of honour shall be dragged, not before his own court- 
martial, who can best judge of and punish liis demerits, but before a 
base mechanical burgo-master, who shall mcnance him with the rasp- 
house, the cord, and what not, as if he were one of their own mean, 
amphibious, twenty-breeched boors. So not being able to dwell 
longer among these ungrateful plebeians, who, altnough unable to 
defend themselves by tlieir proper strength, will nevertlielcss allow 
the noble foreign cavalier who engages with them nothing beyond 
liis dry wages, which no honourable siiirit will put in competition with 
a liberal licence and honourable countenance, I resolved to leave the 
service of the ^lynliccrs. And hearing at this lime, to my exceed- 
ing sntisfaction, that there is something to be doing this summer in 
my way in this my dear native country, I am come hither, as they 
say, like a beggar to a briilal, in order to give my loving coiintry- 
ineu the advantage of that experience wliich I have acquired m 
foreign parts. So your lordship has an outline of my brief .story, 
excepting my deportment in those passages of action in tJie held, 
in leaguers, storms^ and onslaughts, whilk would be tedious to nar- 
rate, and might, peradveuturc, better befit my other tongue than 
mine own." 
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CHAPTER m. 

For pUfitui of rUESit let etate meu vox their hoac!, 

Haulers my boainose, and my jraerdon bread ; 

And* with Ute sworded !$witzer, I can say* 

The best of canaes la the best of pay. 

Donne. 

The difficulty and narrowness of the road had by this time become 
sach as to interrupt the conversation of the travellers, and Lord 
Menteitli, reining back his horse, held a inoraenf s private conversa- 
tion with hia domestics. The Captain, who now led the van of the 
party, after about a quarter of a mile’s slow and toilsome advance up 
a broken and ruggetl ascent, emerged into an upland valley, to whicii 
r» mountain stream acted as a drain, and alfordcd sufficient room upoTi 
its greensward banks for the travellers to pursue their journey m a 
more social manner. 

Loixl Menteitli accordingly resumed the conversation, which had 
been interrupted by the difficulties of the wny. should have 
thouglit " Haul he to Captain Dalgetty, " that a cavalier of your 
lionourable mark, who hath so long followed the valiant of 
Sweden, and cntei*tains such a suitable contempt for the base njo- 
dbanieal States of Holland, would not have liesitated to embrace tb': 
Cause of King Charles, in preference to that of the low-born, roiiiul- 
headed, canting knaves, wno are in rebeJiion against his authority T' 

•*Yc speak reasonably, my lord," said Dwgetty, ‘*aiid, cceitrh 
TMrthuSy 1 might be indfuced to see the matter in the Biiino liglit. 
jBut, my lord, there is a soutlicni proveib,— fine words biTtter no 
parsnips. I have heard enough since I came here, to satisfy i»io that 
a cavalier of honour is free to take any part in this civil cmhroilf'iour. 
whilk lie. may find most convenient for liis oviu peculiar. L(^yaltv is 
your pass-word, my lord—Tiiberty, roars another cliicld from the other 
side of the strath— the King, shouts one war-cry— tlic ri’diaineni, 
roars another — ^IMontroso for ever, cries Donald, w iving lii i ]>onn<‘t — 
Argylc and Leven, cries a roiith-country Snundevs, vapom ing with 
his hat and feather. Fight for the hi. Iio]} Buys a ])nest vritli liis 
gown and rochet — Stand rdout for the Kirk, < a njimVkr, m a 
Geneva cap and band.— Hood watcli words nil— excellent walcbv/»>*s. 
Wliilk cause is fh<? host I'eamiot .^ny. But >ir;c am 1 , thiit 1 have 
fought knoc-dcop in blood many a ilay for one th-'.t was ten degrees 
.worse than the* wc- t of them idl." 

“ And jiray, Car tain Dalgetty,” ;;ild liis lordship, "since the pro- 
tensions of holli [ M'. lies seem to equal, will you please to in- 

form us by what eircnui.slancos your j« re fen* nee willuo detormiiicd ?” 

"Simply upon two considerations, my lonl,” answered the soldier. 
" Being, first, on whicli side my services would be in most hojiourahle 
request 5 — And, secondly, whilk is a corollary of the first, by whilk party 
they arc likely to be most gratefully requited. And, to deal jihunly 
with you, my lord, my opinion at present doth on both points rather 
incline to the side of the Parliament." 
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” Your reasons, if you please," said Lord Menteith, and perhaps 
I may he able to meet them with some others which are more 
powerful." 

Sir, I shall be amenable to reason," said Captain Dalg^etty, ^'sup- 
posing? it addresses itself to my honour and niy interest. Well, then, 
iny lord, here is a sort of Ili^jhiand host assembled, or expected to 
n-'somble. in those wild hills, in the Kind's behalf. Now, Sir, you 
know llic nature of our Higrldanders. I will not deny them to be a 
people stout in body and valiant in heart, and conrag'eous onou^rh in 
their own wild way of fighting', which is as remote from the usages 
and discipline of war as ever was that of the ancient Scythians, or of 
the salvage Indians of America (hat now la. They havena aae mickle 
as a German whistle, or a drum, to beat a march, an alarm, a charge, 
a retreat, a rovciJlc, or the tattoo, or any other point of war ; mid 
their dainnalde skirlin' pipes, whilk they lllcnus elves pretend to under- 
stand, are unintelligible to (be ears of any cavaliero accustomed to 
civilized warfare. So that, w’ere I undertaking to discipline such a 
iiVOi.'Chhss mob. it wx‘re impossible for me to be understood ; and itM 
were understood, judge ye, ray lord, what eham*e I had of being 
obeyed among a band of half salvages, who are accustomed to nayto . 
tlieir own laii'cls and chief!, allonarly, that respect and obemeiioC 
will Ik ought to be paid to commissiomite officers. If I were teach- 
ing them to form battalia liy exiractnjg the square root, that is, by 
firming your square battalion of cquaf munber of men of rank and 
(ilc, corresponding to the square root of the full mimbor prc.sent, 
what return could I expect for communicating this golden secret of 
military tiMdio, except it may be n dirk in rny wame, on placing some 
AI*A lister More, MSSlieinoi, or Cajiperfae, in the ftank or rear, wlien 
he claimed to be in the vnn? — Truly, well saiUi Holy Writ, 4f ye 
cast pearls before sivim*, they nill turn again and rend’ yc.' " 

1 believe, Amhn'son," said Lord Menteith, looking back- to one of 
liii:} servants, for both were close behind liira, “you can assure thu? 
gentleman wc shall have more occasion for experienced officor.s, and 
be more disposed to preJH. by their instructions, than lie seems to be 
aware of.” 

“With your honour^; permission,” said AndersoUj respectfully 
raising his cap, ‘’'when wo are joined by the Irish infantry, who 
are orpccted, and who should l)C landed in tins West 
Ixuorc non', we .ii.ih have need cf g<?cd .soldiers to di.sciphnc our 
lovic*''. 

“ Ami I . lionld like vvi il — Vi*ry wol), to be (‘K.ploycd in such f^er- ^ 
vice,” said Dalgetty ; Insii arc pretty fellow-<l-very pretty fel- ' 
lows--! desire to sec inmc betler in the field. T once saw a brigade 
of L i:d?, at the taking of lYaiikfurt upon the Oder, stand to it wWv 
rtword and piko until they beat orf the blue and yellow Swedish v 
brigades, c-stcomed as stout a.s my tliat fought under the immortal 
<3ustavns. And although stout Ifepburn, valiant Lum-sdale, cour- 
ageous Monroe, with myself and other myalicrs, made entry clsowhcro 
at point of pike, yet, had we all met wit J j such uppositioiu we had rc- • 
turned with gn;at ]os.s and little profit. Wherefore these valfnnt 
Irishes, being all put to the sw ord, a:* U usual in stich cases, did never- 
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ilielcsH ^alti immortal praise and honour ; so that, for tlicir sahes, I 
have always loved and honoured those of that nation next to any own 
eountry of Scotland.’* 

“ A command of Iriah/* said Menteith, I think 1 could almost pro- 
mise you, should you be disposal to embrace the royal cause." 

** And yet,” saia Captain Dal»fetty, “ my second and #>Tcalest difflU 
euUy remains behind ; for, although 1 hold it a moan and sordid 
thing' for a aoldado to laive nothing in his mouth bnt pay and gelt, 
like the base cullions, the German lanz-knechts, w^hom 1 mentioned 
before ; and although I will maintain it with my sword, that honour 
is to be preferred before pay, free quarters, and arrears, yot, cx con- 
trario, a soldier’s pay being the counterpart of his engagement of 
service, it bcciunes a wise and considerate cavalier to consider what 
remuncratiou be is to receive for his scrvict^, and from what funds it 
is to be paid. And truly, niy lord, from what I can see nnd hear, the 
Convention arc the pursemasters. The lliglihinders, indeojJ, may be 
kept in humour, by allowing them to stcixl cattle; and for Mic Iri.sbos, 
3'our lordship and your noble associates may, according to tlie prac- 
tice of tlic ■wars in such eases, pay them as seldom or as little as may 
suit your pleasure or convenience ; but the same mode of treatmeiit 
doth not apjily to a cavalier like me, who must beep uj> his horses, 
servants, arms, and equipage, and who neither can, nor will, go to 
warfare upon his own charge.^.” 

Andersoijj tlic domestic who had before spokoTi, now respectfully 
addressed las master — ^*4 think, my lord,” he said, ** thatjUnderyuiiV 
lordship » favour, I could say somctliing to remove Captain Dalgett v s 
second objection also. Ho asks us wiierc W(‘ arc to collect our jiriy ; 
now, in my poor mind, the resources are as open to us as to the Cove- 
nanters. I'hcy tax lh(^ country according to their i)ieasure, and 
dilapidate tlic eslatcs of the hang’s friends; now, were wo once in 
the ijowhinds, with our llighliiiidcrs and our Irish at our backs, and 
our swonls in our hands, w c can find many a fat tra il or, wliosc. ill- 
gotten wealth .sliall fill our mililary chest "and .satisfy our soldiery. 
BcAulcji, confiscations will fall in thick; and, in giving donations of 
forfeited lands to every adveniurons cavalier wlio joins his .stand:n*d, 
the King will at once reward his friends and inmish liis cnomies. In 
short, he that joins these Itoundhcad d(\gs may got some inisernble 
pittance of nay— -he I hat joins oar standard lia- a chance to be knight, 
lord, or carl, if luck serve him.” 

“Ilave you ever served, my good friend s;iid the Caplniu to the 
spoko.sinan. 

“ A little, sir, in these our domestic quarrels,” answered the man, 
modestly. 

‘*But never in Germany or the Low Countries r” said Dalgetty. 

‘4 never had the honour,” answered Anderson. 

‘4 profes.s,” said Dalgetty, addressing Lord iVIcnteith, “yonr lord- 
ship’s servant has a sensible, natural, pretty idea of military matt ers ; 
‘omciijjfhnt iiTegular, tliough, and smells a little too inucirof selling 
b bfiar’s skin before he hiw bunted liim.— I will take the matter, 
■^ver, into my consideration.” 

“>o so, Caiituin,” said Lord Mentcilh ; " you will have the night 
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to think of it; for we are now near the house; where I hope to enmie. 
you a hospit^le reception/* 

And that is what will be.rery welcome/* said the Captain, "for I 
have tasted no food since daybreak but a farl of oat-(^e> which I 
divided with my horse. Bo 1 have been fain to draw my sword-beii 
three bores tighter for very extenuation, lest hunger ana heavy iron 
should make the gird slip. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Onoo on a timo. no matter triieii. 

Some Oltmlmics met In it glen ; 

Aa ileft and tight oi over Wore 
A durk* a targo» and a claymore, 

Short hose, and belted plaid or trews. 

In Uiat, I^oehabcr, Skye, or Letvea, 

Or cover'd liard head wJtli his bonnet ; 

Had yon but known tliem, you wonid ovvi It. 

MsaTON. 

A HILL was now before the travellers, covered with an ancient 
forest of Scottish firs, the topmost of which, fiinging their scathed 
branches across the western iiorizon, gleamed ruddy in the setting 
sun. In the centre of this wood rose the towers, or rather the chitxh* 
neys, of the house, or castle, as it was called, destined for the end of 
their journey. 

As usual at tiiat period, one or two high-ridged naiTOW buildings, 
intersecting and crossing each oAer, formed the corps jde logis, A 
projecting bartizan'or two, with the addition of small turrets at the’ 
augics, much resemBling pepper-boxes, had procured for Damliiiva-^ 
racij the dignified appemtion of a castle. It was surrounded by a low 
court-yard wall, within which were the usual ofiHees. 

As the travellers approached more nearly, they discovered marks 
of recent additions to the defences of the place, which hod been sug- 
gested, doubtless, by the insecurity cf those troublesome tiines. Ad- 
aitional loop-holes for musketry were struck out in dificrent parts oi 
the building, and of its surrounding wall. The windows had just 
been carcfmly secured by stancheons of iron, crossing each other 
athwart and end-long, like the grates of a prison. The door of the 
court-yard was shut ; and it was only after cautious challenge that 
one of* its leaves >vns opened by two domestics, both strong Hi^land- 
ers, and both under ai'ins, like Bitias and Pandiurus in the .^Eneid, 
rciuiy to defend the entrance if aught hostile had ventured an intru- 
sion. 

Wlien the travellers were admitted into the court, they found 
additional preparations for defence. The walls were scaffolded 
for the use of fire-arms, and one or two of the small guns called 
sackers, or falcons, were mounted at tlie angles and fianking turrets. 

More domestics, both in the Highlain^saia Lowland dress, instantly 
rushed from the interior of the mansion^ and some hastened to take 
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tli0]iNme& of tke tianagea^ wliile otliera waited to marsnau tnem a 
way into tlic d welUne-Aoiisc. But Captain painty refused the pre- 
ferred assistaince of those wha wkhed to relieve him of the charge of 
lib horse. It b my msumkf mi friends, to see Gustavus {for so I 
.have called bim^alw mv invliimble master) acemnmodated niyselr; 
we are old friends and f^ow-trarellerH, and asl often need the use 
of his legs, I always lend Inm !n my turn the service of my tongue,to 
call for whatever nc has occaidon for ; ” and accordingly, he strode 
into tlic stable after his steed without fartlicr apolo^. 

Neither Lord hjfeuteilh nor lib attendants paid the same attention 
to their horses, hut leaving themio the j^ffered care of the servants 
of tlie place, walked forward into the house, where a sort of dark 
vaulted vestibule displajeiL among other mbcellaneous articles, a 
huge barrel of two-penny aie, beside which were ranged two or three 
wooden qucichs, or nickers, ready, it woidd appear, foi* the service of 
whoever thought proper to emphqr tiiem. Lord Menteith applied 
himself to the spigot, drank wimdut ceremony, and then handed the 
stoup to Anderson, who followed hb master’s example, but not until 
he had dung out the drop of ale which remained, and slightly rinsed 
the wooden cup. 

What the aeil, man,” said an old Highland servant belonging to 
the family, can she no drink aftei* her alu master without washing 
the cup and spiUing the ale, and he tamtied to her ? ” 

I was bred in France,” answered Andersoii, where nobody 
drinks after another out of the same cup, unless it be after a young 
lady.” 

The teil ’s in tlieir nicety ! ” said Donald ; and if the ale be gade, 
fat the waur is ’t that another man’s beard’s been iiCihe qucich be- 
fore ye ? ” 

Anderson’s companion drank without obscorving the ceremony 
which had given Dr)nald so much oSence, jwid both of thesm followed 
their inasler bito the low-arelied stone halL which was tlic common 
rciulczvouH of a Highland fiunily. A large fire of in Uie huge 
chimney at the upper end shed a dim ligut through the apai‘tTUCiit, 
and was rendered necessary by Ite dain|j|, by which, even during 
the Buinincr, the iipaa'traent vas rendered uncomfortable. Twenty or 
thirty tJivgcts, na many clavinorea, with dirks, and plaids, ami guns, 
hotli iiujicJi-luck and liro-lock, and long-bows, iwid cross-bow's, and 
Lochaber axes, and coats of plate umour, and steel bonnets, and 
lieail-pk'eos, mnl the 7nor<.? ancient habcigeons, or shirts of rcticulnted 
mail, w ith Inmd and wlecves cf*iTespouding‘t»o it, all hung in coiifusicm 
alK>nt tlic walls, and w'ould have formed a monili’s amusement to a 
member of a modeni ant'iouarian'sociely. But sucii things were too 
familiar to lUtract much observation on the part of the present spec- 
tatovs. 

There w'a«i a large clumsy oaken table, wliicb the hasty hosuifality 
of the domestic who liad bclore spoken, iramcdiatdy s}>i ead wilh milk, 
butter, cheese, a ilagon of beer, and a flask of usquebae, 

designed for the refnrsliment of Jjord Menteith; while an inferior 
servant made tdmilar preparatimie at the bottom of the table for tlic 
jllPQefit of Ma attendants. The space w hicli itilerveiicd between tliem 
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augen, while otliera waited to marshall them a 
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was, accordini^ to tho-niiinnors of the tiixtos, aizffioianldiatmcUon 
tween nia»ter and aennut, even thoudr the former waa» es in pre- 
sent instance, of rank. MeanwhUe.^ ^$ts stood hy tlio fire 
-^thc Toungr nobleman under the dumnoj, end hb eervants at some 
little aistanee. 

AVJmt do you tliink, Anderson,** said the former, "orottr fetlow- 
traveller?** 

A stout fellow,** rejjlied Anderson, ** if all be that is upoome* 
I wish we had twenty such, to put our Teagues into some sort of 
discipline.** 

1 differ from you, Ajidei*son,** said I^ord Menfceith ; thmk this 
fellow Dalgrettjr is one of those horse-leechcs, whoso appetite for 
blood being only sharpened by what he baa sucked in foreign coun- 
tries, lie in now returned to batten upon that of kis own. Hhame on 
the pack of these mercenary swordsmen! they have made the name 
of Moot through all Europe e<tuivaleut to tliat of a pitiful mercenary, 
w’lio knows neither honour nor principle but his moitih*s pay, who 
transfers his ailegiauce from standard to Standard, at the pleasure of 
fortune or the highest bidder ; and to whose insatiable thirst for 
pliiiider aml wrarm quarters wo owe much of that civil dissension 
which is now turning our swords against our own bowels. I iiad 
scarce patience 'with the hired gladiator, and yet could hardly help 
laughing at the extremity of his impudence.** 

“ Your lordship will forgive me,*’ said Anderson, ** if I recom- 
mend to YOU, in the present cireumBtances, to conceal at least a 
part of this generous indignation ; wo cannot, imfortiinately, do 
our work 'without the asristeme of those wlio act on baser inotiTOs 
than our own; We cannot spare the assistance of such .fellows as 
our friend the soldado. To use the canting phrase of the saints in 
the Eiiglisli the sons of Zeruiali are still too many 

for 118.** 

‘‘ I must diKsemble, then, as well as I can/* said the T-iord Menteitb, 
na I have hitherto done, upon your liint. But I wish the fellow at 
the devil with ail my heai't.’* 

“ Ay, but still you must remember, niy lord/* resumed Anderson? 
*’• that to cure the bite of a^scorinoTi,yoii mut^i crush another scorpion 
on the woundr—liut slop, we shall be overheard.'* 

From a side-door in the hall glided a IJIgJdnnder into the apart- 
ra<‘iit, whose lofty stature and complete equipment, its well ae the 
eagle's fenthSr in his bonnet, and iJie coiifufence of his demeanour, 
aiihouriecd to be a i)erson of puperior rank. lie walked slowly up to 
tlio table, and made no answer to Lord Mcnteilh, who, addressing 
him by the name of Allan, asked iiim how he did. 

Ye manna spe.ak to her c*eu now,** whispered the old attendant. 
The. tall Uighlander, sinking down upon the empty settle next the 
lire, fixed liis eyes upon the rod embers and the huge heap of turL 
and seemed buried in profound abstrHCtiop. Hia dark eyes, and wm 
enliiusiastic features, bore the air of one who, deeply impressed witih 
Ids own subjects of meditation, mya little attention to exterior 
jects. An iiir of gloomy seventy, the fruit perhaps of ascetic and 
solitary habits, might, in a Lowlauder, have been ascribed to wdi* 
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Ifious fiinatioism ; but by that disease of the mind, then so common 
mb in Emg^i^d and the Lowland of Scotland, the lligfhlanders of 
tUs perioa were rarely infected. They had, howerer, their oum 
peculiar superstitions, which over-clouded the mind with thick- 
coming fancies, os* completely as the puritanism of their neigli- 
bours. 

" His lordship’s honour,” said the Highland servant, sideling up 
to Lord Meuteith, and speaking in a very low tone,/* his lord- 
shb manna speak to Allan even now, for the cloud is upon his 
mind.” 

Lord Menteith nodded, and took no farther notice of the reserved 
mountaineer. 

^ Said I not,” asked the latter, suddenly raising his stately person 
upright, and looking at the domestic— “ said 1 not that four were to 
come, and here .stand but three on the hall floor? ” 

” In troth did ye say sae, Allan,” said the old Highlander, “ and 
here 'a the fourth man coming clinking in at the yett e’en now from 
the stable, for he’s shelled Tike a partan, wi' aim on back and 
breast, haunch and shanks. And am I Ao set her chair up near 
the Meuteith’s, or down wi’ the honest gentlemen at the foot of the 
table?” 

I^rd Menteith himself answered the inquiry, by pointing to a seat 
beside his own. 

^*And here she comes,” said Donald, as Captain Dalgetty entered 
the liall ; ** and 1 hope gentlemens will all take bread and cheese, as 
we say ki the glens, until better meat be ready, until the Tiernach 
comes back frac the hill wi* the soutliern gentlefolk, and then Diigald 
Cook will sliew himself wi’ his kid and hiJi venison." 

In the meantime, Captain Dalgetty hail entered the apartment, 
and, walking up to the seat placed next Lord Menteith, 'was leaning 
on the back of it with liis anns folded. Anderson and his companion 
waited at the bottom of the table, in a respectful attitude, imlil they 
should receive permission to seat themselves ; while three or four 
Highlanders, under the direction of old Donald, ran liUher and 
thitlior to bring additional articles of food, or stood still to give at- 
tendance upon the guests, 

In the midst of these iireparations, Allan suddenly started up, and 
snatching a lamp from the hand of an attendant, held it close to Dal- 
gettys face, wdiile he perused his fea(m*es with the most heedful and 
gi'ave attention. * 

" By my honour," said Dalgetty, half displeased, as, mysteriously 
shaking his head, Allan gave up the scrutiny — “ 1 trow that lad anti 
I will keii each other when we meet again." 

Meanwhile Allan strode to the bottom of the table, and having, by 
the aid of his lamp, subjected Anderson and his coinnanion to the 
same investigation, stood a moment as if in deep reflection : then, 
touching his forehead, suddenly seized Anderson bv the arm, and 
before he^ could offer any effectual resistance, haff led and half 
dragged him to the vacant seat at the upper end, and having made a 
mute intimatinn that he should there place himself, he hurried the 
soldado with the same unceremonious precipitation to the bottom of 
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tlie table. Tlic Captain, exceedingly incensed at this freedom, eth 
deavoured to shake Allan from him with violence ; tat, powerful as 
he was, lie proved in the struggle inferior to the gigantic moun^ 
taineer, who threw him off with such violence, that after reeling a few 
paces, he M at full length, and the vaulted liaQ rang with the dash 
of his ai-mour. When he arose, his first action was to draw his 
sword and fiy at Allan, who, with folded m'ms, seemed to await his 
onset with the most scornful indifference. Lord Menteith and his 
attendants interposed to nreser^’e peace, while the Highlanders, 
snatching w^eapons from tne wall., seemed prompt to increase the 
broil. 

He is mad,'' whispered Lord Menteith, ** he is perfectly mad ; 
there is no purpose in quarrelling with him.” 

“ If your lor<ishi|) is assured that lie is non compos mentis^* said 
Dalgetty, “ the whilk his breeding and behaviour seem to testify, 
the matter must end here, seeing Qiat a madman can neither give an 
affiont, nor render honourable satisfaction. But, by my saul, if I 
had iny provaut and a bottle of Rhenish under m^ bel^ I should have 
stood otherways up to him. And yet it 's a pity he should be sae 
weak in tlie intellectuals, being a strong proper ninn of body, fit to 
liPTidle pike, morgenstem,^ or any otlier mifitary implement what- 
soever.'^ 

I'eace was thus restored, and the partv seated themselves agree- 
ably to their former arrangement, with which Allan, who had now re* 
turned to his settle by the fire, and seemed once more immersed in 
ineditation, did not again interfere. Lord Menteith, addressing the 
])rinci[)al domestic, hastened to start some theme of conversation 
which might olditerate all recollection of the fray that had taken 
})hw;e. “ The laird is at the hill then, Donald, 1 understand, and 

some English strangers with him?” 

“ At the hill he is, an it like your honour, and two Saxon cala- 
halcros are with him sure eneugh: and that is Sir Miles Musgrave 
and Christopher Hall, both from the Cumraik, as 1 tliink they call 
their country.” 

Hall and Musgrave?” said Lord Menteith, lookingat his attend- 
ants, “ the very men that wc wished to see.” 

“ Troth,” said Donald, an’ I wish I hod never seen them between 
the ecn, for tliey 're come to berry us out o’ house and ha'.” 

“ Why, Donald,” said Lord Menteith, ‘‘ you did not use to be so 
churlish* of your beef and ale; southland though they be, they'll 
scarce eat up all the cattle that’s going on Uie castle raains.”^ 

“ Tcil care an they did,” said Donald, an that were the warst o't, 
for we have a wliceii canny trewsmen here that wadna let us want if 

' Tliis was a sort of club, or mace, usort In the earlier part of the eeveniMnth century fai 
Ibt* dcftiiu'c of hrcacIiGs iind walls. WTien the Germans Insulted a Scutch reglinent then 
in Trailsuiid, saying they heard there was a sliH) come from DonmarK to them 
laden with tobacco pipes, “Oncofour Boldlcw,” says Colonel Kobert Muiiro, ** shewing 
ilieni over the work a inorgenstera, made of a large stoch banded wJtli Iron, like the 
shaft of a halticrd, >vtth a round globe at the end with cross Iron pikes, salth, ** Here Is 
one of ilio t(»bacco-plpcs, wbcrewitli wc will beat out your brains when you intend to 
storm us.* ” 
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there iTM II hora^lH^ atweenthte But this is a warse 

nae \m tbim a w^or/' 

** A waiter!'' repeated Lord Me»teiUi« witli sonne surprise.* 

^ Trotli/^ couduued I!)^ald, to the fUil as ea^er to tell his news as 
Tjord Menteith was curious to hear them, " as your lordship is a 
friend and kinsmau o' the house, an' as ye'll hear encuffh o't in less 
than an hour, 1 may as ^eel toil ye tuys^. Ye sail be pleased then 
to know, that iTlten our Laird was up in England, where he gaw^fs 
oftoni*r than his firiends can wish, he was biding at the house o’ this 
Sir Miles Musgrave, an' there was putten on the table six candlc- 
stiekw, that they tell me were twice as muclde as the candlesticks in 
llumblane kirk, and neither aim, brass, nor tin, but a' solid silver, 
nae less;— up tbeir English pride, has sae mucklc, and kens sac 
little how to guide it I Sac they oegan to ieer the Laird, that ho saw 
uae sic gj'aitli in his ain poor countiW; and the Laird, scorning to hoc 
bi» country nut down without a word for its credit, swore, like a glide 
Scotsman, that he had inair candlesticks^ and l>etter candlesticks, in 
his aiu castle at hame, than were ever lighted in a hoJl in Cumber- 
land. an Ouriiberiand be the name o* the countiyr." 

^ That was patriotically said,** observed Loini Menteitlu 
Fary true, said Doiudd ; “ but her honour had better line linuden 
her tongue; for if ye say ony thing ninang the Saxons that's a woe 
by ordinal’, they clink yo down for a wager as ffist a» a Lowland smith 
would hammer slioon on a Highland Bhelty. An' so tlie Ijaivd 
behoved either to back o' his word,‘or wager twa hniider niorks ; 
Mid so he eVxi took the wuger, rather than be shamed wi’ the like o' 
them. And now he's like to get it to pay, and I'm thinking that's 
what makes him sac swear to come hame* at e'en/' 

" Indeed," said Lord Menteith, from my idea of your fam lly plate, 
Donald, your master is certain to lose such a wager." 

Your hoiumv may swear that; an' nhere lieS to got the siller I 
kenna, although he boiTOWcd out o' twenty purses. I advised him to 
X>it the twa Saxon gentlemen mid their servants eannily into the nit 
b' the tower till they gae up the bargain o' tree gude will, but tiio 
Laird winna hear r<*ason/' 

Allan here started up, strode forward, and intemipted the conversa- 
tion, saying to the domestic in a voice like thunder, And how dared 
you to give my brother such dishonourable advice ? or how dare you to 
say ho will lose this or any other wager which it is lus jdiiasure to Jay ? " 

“ Tn>th, Allan M*Aulay," answered the oW man, “ it's no fr»v my 
father’s son to gainsay what your fiither’a son thinks fit to say, an' so 
the ] jail’d may no doubt win his wager. A' that I ken against it is, 
that the ttnl a candlestick, or ony thing like it, is in the house, except 
the auld aim branches that hue been here since Laird ICennetli's time, 
and the tin s^nccs that your father gard be mmle by auld Willie 
Winkie tlie tinkler, mair ie token that deil an imce of siller plate is 
about till house at a’, forby the kdy‘s auld posset dish, that wants the 
cover one o' the lugs/' 

" l^Nsace, old man I" said Allan, fiercely; “ and do you, gentlemen, 
if your refection is finished leave this apartment clear ; I must pre- 
it for the reception of these southeni guests/' 
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^ Gome away," soSd ibe donesiie, imHk^ liwd fMenieilk Uy Uie, 
sieevo ; his hoar is on Mm,** said he^ looldif and 

he will not be controlled,” 

They kft the hall accordingly, Lord Mentcith and the Captain 
bein^ ushered one way by old D^ald,.and tibe two attendants con* 
ducted elsewhere by anomer Highlander. The fomer had scarcely 
reached a sort of withdrawn^ apartment ere they wore joined by tbe 
lord (if the mansion, Aura wAnlay by name, and his English guests. 
Great joy was cx^wessea by all parties, for Lord MenteiUi the 
Englisli gentlemen were well knowm to each other; and on Lord 
Menteith's iutroductioi!, Gaptwo Dalgetty was well received by the 
Laird. But after tlie first burst of hospitable congratulation was 
over. Lord Meuteith eouM ob^rve that there was a d^ado of sadness 
on the brow of his Highland friend. 

You must have heard,” said Sir Christcifpher Hall, “ that oiur fine 
unJoT taking in Cumbeidand is all blown up. The nuHtia would not 
niiircli into Scotland, and your priek-ear^l CJovenanters liave been . 
too l\ard for our friends in tbe soutliem sbirea. And soy imder- 
Ktanding there is some stirring work here, Musgrave and I, rather 
tlian Hit idle at home, are come to have a campaign aniuug your kilts, 
and plaids.” 

“ 1 hope you have brought arms, men, and money with you," said 
liord Menteith, smiling. 

Only some dozen or two of troopers, whom we left at the last 
Lowlaut! village,” said Musgrave, "anu trouble enough we had to get 
llif-rn so far,” 

As for money,” said his eompaiiion, “we expect a small supply, 
from our friend and In'wt here.” * 

The Laird now, eoloiiriiig highly, took Meuteith u little apt^t^ 
uitd oxprc.sscd to him liis regret he^had fallen into a foolish 
blunder. 

I heard it from Donald,” sold Lord Mcnteith, scarce able t<^ 
suppress a smile. 

“ Devil take that old man,” said M'Aulay, “ be would tell every 
thing, were it to cost one’s life; but it’s no jestins: matter to you 
iKuther, my lord, for I reckcai on your friendly and fraternal beneyvo- 
lerico, as a near kinsraau of our houses to help me out with the 
money due to tliese nock-puddings ; or else, to be plain wi' ye, the 
deil a M‘Aulay w ill there mi at muster, for curse me if I do not 
turn Covenanter rather tlian feoe these fellows without paying them; 
and at the best, 1 shall be iU enough ofi*, getting both the sooith and 
the scorn." 

“ You may suppose, eonsin,” said Lord MeutcitiL “I am not too 
well equipt just now ; but you may be assured I euiall endeavour to 
help you as well as 1 can, for the sake of old kindred, neighbourhood, 
and alliance.” 

“ Thank yc— tiuuik ye— thank ye” rdteraAed M'AuIay ; “and as 
they are to ^end tl«s money in the King’s service, wlmt ai^iifies 
whether you, they, or I pay it ? — we are a’ one miu)’s bairns, I hope r 
But you must help me out too with some reasonable excuse, or <e]ae 
1 sliall be for taking to Andrea Fen'ara ; for I like not to be treated 
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’ M tlkey were speakinif, entered^ wUh rather a hlither face 

than he mklit have been expect to wear» eonsidering the impnd- 
iikg fiite of hift master’s parse and credit. ** Gentlemens, her dinner 
is ready, and her candles are lighted too,** said Donald, with a strong 
guttural emphasis on the last cmuse of bis speech. 

^ What the devil can he mean?” said Musg^ve, looking to his 


; eduntrvman. 

Lord Menteith put the same question with his eyes to the Laird, 
which M^Aulay answered hy disking Us head. 

A shoit dispute about precedence somewhat ddi^ed their leaving 
the apartment. Lord Menteith insisted upon yielding up that whicu 
belonged to his rank, on consideration of his being in his own 
^^^ihitry, and of his near coiineetion with the family in wliich they 
fodnd themselves. The two English strangers^ therefore^ were first 
{' Ushered into the hall, where an unexpect<m display awaited tliem. 
The large oaken table was spread with substantial Joints of meat, 
and seats were placed in order for the guests. Benind every seat 
stood a gigantic Highlander, completely dressed and armed after the 
fttshionof iiis country, holding in his right hand his drawn sword, 
with the point turned downwards, and in the left a blazing torch 
made of the bog-pine. This w'ood, found in the morasses, is so full 
Of turpentine, that, when split and dried, it is frequently used in the 
Highlands instead of candles. The unexpected and somewhat 
stertUng apparition was seen by the red glare of the torches, which 
displayed tlie wild featiu'cs, unusual dress, and glittering arms of 
those who bore them, while the smoke, eddying up to the roof of the 
ball, overcauopied them with a volume of vapour. Ere the strangers 
h^ recovered from their surprise, Allan stept forward, and pointing 
Witli his sheathed broadsword to the torch-bcarers, said, in a deep 
and stern tone of voice, “ Behold, gentlemen cavaliers, tlie chan- 
deliers of my brother’s house, the ancient fashion of our ancient 
>mime ; not one of these men knows any law but their Chief's com- 
.maud — Would you dare to compare to them in vtiluc Uie richest ore 
that ever wjis dug out of the ini?ie ? How say you, cavaliers ?— is 
your wager won or lost ? ” 

^ Lost, lost/' said Musgrave, gaily— “ my own silver candlesticks 
are all melted and riding on uorseDock by Uiis time, and 1 wish the 
fellows that enlisted were half as trusty as these.— Here, sir,” lie 
added to the Chief, “ is your money ; it impairs HaH's finances and 
mine somewhat, but debts of honour must be settled.” 

My father’s curse upon my fathei^s son.” said Allan, interrupting 
him, ^*if he receive from you one penny! It is enough that 3 'ou 
claim no right to exact from him what is nis owtl.” 

^rd Menteith eagerly supported Allan’s opinion, and the elder 
^.^ulay readily joined, aedaniig the whole to be a fool’s business, 

, not worUi speaking more about. The Englishmen, after some 
Urteous opposition, were persuaded to regard the whole ns a joke. 

" And now, Allan,” said the Laird, please to remove your candles ; 



for, since the Saxon gentleineii tore seen ibaB|^i|nii]lnstthdlr 
dinner m comfortably, hj the light c^.tto old tm tomtom wi^out 
seomfisliing them vitii so iwidi smcdce." 

Accordingly, at a sign foom AUan, the Uving ^^aicdelie^ recover- 
ing their broMswords, and holding tiie pmot erect, marched out of 
tile ball. Olid left the guesis to m^y their refiethmeut.^ 


CHAPTEB V. 

Thereby so ItearleAse «ihd so fbU he grew» 

Tiiat Ills own gyro and matiter of his guise 
Did often iretnble at lUa horrid view ; 

^nd If Ibr dioad of hurt would him advise, 

XliO an^y boastes not rashly to despise, 

Nor tod much to provoke; for he would Icarno 
Tlie lion stoup to him in lowly wise, 

(A. lesson lurd,) and moke tlie libbard stome 
Leave roaring, when In rage he fbr revenge did earna 

SnsNssB. 

Notwithstanding the proverbial epicurism of the English^-. 
])roverbial, that is to say, m Scotland at the period,— the Eii^hsh 
visiters made no figure whatever at the entertainment, compared 
with the portentous voracity of Captain Dalgetty, altnough that 
gallant soldier had already displayed much steadiness and perdnaci^ 
in his attack upon the lighter refreshmemt set befdrc them at their 
entrance, by way of forlorn hope. He spoke to no one during the 
time of his meal : and it was not until the victuals were nearly with- 
drawn from the table, tliat he gratified the rest of the company, who 
had watched him with some surprise, with an account of the reasons 
why lie ate so very fast and so vei^ long, 

‘‘ The former (piality,” lie said, ^ he had acquired, while he filled a 
place at the bursar’s table at the MareschaCColI^ge of Aberdeen ; 
when,” said he, ‘‘ if you did not move your jaws 0 fast as a pair of 
castanets, you were very unlikely to get any thing tp put between 
them. And as for the" quantity of iny food, be it known to this 
•honourable company,” continued die Captain, ‘‘that it’s the duty of, 
every commander of a fortress, on all occasions which offer, to seei^ r 
as much munition and vivers as their magazines can possibly hou^ 
not knowing when they may have to sustain a siege or a blockade. 
TJpon which principle, gentlemen,” said he,^ “ when a cavalielr finds 
that provaut is good and abundant^ he w^, in mv estimation, do 
* wisely to victual himself for at least three days, as there is no know- 
ing when he may come by another meal.” 

The Laird expressed his acquiescence In the prudence of this priu* 
ciple, and recommended to the veteran to add a tass of brandy and a 
flagon of claret to the substantial provisions he had already laid 
to which proposal the Captain readily agreed. 

^ Such a bet as that mentioned in the tc3ct is s;ii<l to have been taken by MacDonald of 
» Keppoclu who extrlcMted himself In Uic manner here narrated. 
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When dimer remm’^d, and tie serrants iiad witlidrav/nt 
excepting* Laird's pag^ or henchizian, who remained iu lie 
apartmeotiw call for or bring whatever was wanted^ or, in a word, 
to answer the purposes of a modem bell-wire, tlie conversation 
began to ttim upon politics, and the state of the counti*}'; and Lord 
Menteitli inquired anxiously and particularly what clans were ex- 
pected to join the i>roposed muster of the King's fricjuk. 

J* Tliat depends much, my lord, on the person who lifts the baniieiv' 
said the Laird ; “ for you* know we lligbiandcrs, when a few clans 
ar<j assembled, nro not easily commanded by one of our own Chief?}, 
or, to sny the truth, by any other body. tV'e have heard a rumour, 
indeed, that Colkitto— that is, young Ooikitto, or Alaster McDonald, 
IS coino over the Kyle from Ireland, with a body of the Earl of 
^\triin s people, aiul that the-y bad g(rf; as far as Ardnainurelian. 
They might have been here before now, but, I suppose, they loitered 
to plunder tJie coiiuiry as they came along." 

‘MVili Colkitto not serve you for a leader, then?" said Lord 
Menteith. 

“ Colkitto I " said iVllan M^Aula 3 % scomftilly : ** who talks of Col- 
kitto ? 'i'hcve lives but one man whom we will follow, and that i?; 
Montrose." 

‘‘But Montrose, sir," said Sir Christopher Hall, “has not been 
heard of hinoc onr iiielieetual attempt to rise in tlie north of England. 
It is tliought he has returned to the King at Oxford for farther in- 
struetions." 

“ KeUirncd 1 " said Allan, with a scornful laugh ; “ I could tell ye, 
i>ut It IS not worth my W'hile; ye will know soon enough." 

“ By my honour, Alan," said Lord Menteith, “ you w*ill weary out 
your friends with this intolerable, froward, and sullen hiiinoiir.-l~But 
1 know the rojison," added be, lauglung; “you have not seen Aimot 
Jjyle to-day,” 

“ Wlioni did yon say T had not seen said Allan, sternly. 

“ Annot Ly]<*, tin* faii^ queen of song and minstrelsy," said Lc‘yd 
Menteith. 

“ Vf ould to Ond I were never to see her again," said Allan, sighing. 

on condifjon the same weird were laid on you ! " 

“ And wdiy on me ? " said LoihI Mi^^nteith, carelessly, 

“ Because,” .said Allan, “it m written on your forehead, that you * 
are to bo the niui of each other." So saying, he nm up mid left tlie 
room. * 

« Jlfis he hoLii long iu tlnV, way ?" asked Lord Menteith, addressing 
Jus brother. ^ 

V ** day:s," answered Angus ; “ the fit is well-nigh over, 

he w;jil bci better to-morrow. But come, gcntleineu, don't let the 
tappiu hen scraugh to be emptied. Tlie Kin^s health. King CliarWs 
^th ! and may the covenanting d<^ that refuses, go to lieaven by 
the road of the Grossmai'ket I" 

L The health wus quickly pledged, and as fast succeeded ])v another, 
another, and another, all of a party cast, and enforced in an 
^n^t manner. Captain Dalgetty, however, thouglit it iiccessarv 
. to enter a protest. ♦ ' 
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“Gentletneii cavaliers" he drink these 

lioUi out of respect to this honourable and hospitable 
sectmdo, because I hold it not ^ood to be prececse in sucIMIHH| 
inter poctila ; l)ut I protest, ag'reeable to the warrandice granteoT^ 
this honourable lord, that it shall be ffec to me, notwithstanding my 
present complaisance, to take service with the Covenanters to- 
morrow, provided I shsdl l>e so minded," 

M*Aulay and his English guests stared at this declaration, which 
would have certainly bred new disturbance, if Lord Mcnteith bad not 
taken u]> the affair, and explained the ciretimstances and conditions* 
“ 1 trust," he coiiduded, wc shall be able to secure Captain Dal- 
gotty'a assistance to our own party/' 

“ XnU if nf>t," stiid the Laird, “ I protest, as the Captain says, that 
nothing that lias passed this evening, not even his having oaten my 
bread find salt, and pledged me in brandy, Bourdeaux, or lisquebaugli, 
sliall prejutliee rny cleaving him to the neck-bone.” 

“ You shall be neavtily welcome,” said the Captain, ‘‘jn-ovidod my 
sword cannot keep my head, which it has done iu worse dangers 
than your feud is likely to make for me.” 

Here liord Menteith again interi>oaed, and the concord of the 
company being with no small dithcultv restored, was cemented by 
some deep carouses. Lord Mcnteitli, however, contrived to break 
up the party e.arlicr than was the usage of the castle, under pj'ctenco 
(»t' fatigue and indisposition. This was somewhat to the dlsiij>point- 
ijicut 01 tlic valiant Captain, who, among other habits acquired in 
the Ijow oounti'ies, had acquired both a disposition to tlrhik, and a 
oapacity to bcar,^n exorbitant quantity of sta’ong liquors. 

I'heir landlord ushered tliem in person to a sort of sleeping 
gallery, in which there was a four-post bed, with tartan curtains, 
and a miinber of cribs, or long haiupers, placed along the wmU, three 
of whu'h, well stuffed with blooming heatlier, were prepared tor tlio 
reception of guests. 

“ 1 need not tell your lordship,” said APAulay to Lord Menteith, a 
little apart, *^our llighhind inodo of quailering. ^ Only that, not 
liking you should sleep iu the room alone wit^i this German land- 
louper, ‘l have caiLsed your seiwanls' beds to be made here in fhe 
gallery. By G — d, my lord, these are times when men go to bed 
with a throat lialc and sound as ever swallowed bvnndy, and before 
next morning it may be gaping like an oystCT-sbcll.” 

Lord jMontcith thanked him sincerely, saying, ** It was just ilic 
arrangciTKMit he would have requested; for, aithovigh ho had not the 
least apprehonsiou of violence from Captain Dalgetty, yet Anderson 
was a better kind of person, a sort of gentleman, whom' he always 
liked to liave near his person,” 

" 1 h.avc not scon this Anderson,” said hrAulay; did you hire 
him in England?” 

“ I did so,” said Lord Menteith ; ^ you will see tJie man to-mor- 
row; in tlie meantime I wish you goocl-niglit." _ , . a 

His host left the apartment after the evening salutation, and 
was about to pay the same compliment to Captain Dalgetty, but 
ob-^orving him deeply engaged in the discussion of a huge pitcher 
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filled With brandj>4)osset^ he thouffht it a pity to disturb him in 
so laudable an employment, and to(m his leave without farther cere- 
mony. 

Lord Menteith^s two attendants entered tlie apartment almost 
immediately after his departure. The ffood Captain, who was now 
somcwlmt encumbered with his good cheer, be^u to find the un- 
doing of the clasps of his armour a task somewhat difficult, and 
addressed Anderson in these words, interrupted by a slight hic- 
cup, — Anderson, my good friend, vou may read in Scripture, that 
he that jjutteth off his armour shotud not boast himself like he that 
puttsth it on — I believe tliat is not the right word of command ; 
nut the plain truth of it is, I am like to sleep in my corslet, like 
many an honest fellow that never waked again, unless you unloose 
this buckle.” 

Undo his armour, Sibbald,” said Anderson to the other servant. 

“ By St Andrew I ” (‘xdaiincd the Captain, turning round in great 
astonishment, “ here ’s a common fellow — a stipendiary witli four 

S ounds a-year and a liv<n*y-cloak, thinks himself too good to serve 
Itt-raastcr Dugald Dalgetiy of Drumihwacket, who has studied 
humanity at the Maresclial-dollege of Aberdeen, and served half the 
princes of Europe ! ” 

** Captain Dafgotty,” said Lord Menteith, whose lot it was to stniid 
peacemaker througlibut the evening, ‘•'please to understand that 
Anderson waits upon no one but myself; but I will help Sibbald to 
undo your corslet with much pleasure." 

“ 'l\>o much trouble for you, my lord," said Dalgetty ; and yet it 
M^ould do you no harm to practise" how a handsome harness is jmt on 
and put oif. J can step m and out of mine like a glove ; only to- 
night, altlmugh not cbriufi, 1 am, in tlic classic plirasc, vino ciboqne 
gravatusj' 

By this time he was unshellod, and stood before tlie fire musing 
wiHi a face of drunken wisdom on the events of the evening. 'XVlmt 
seeinod chiefly to interest him, was the character of Allan M‘Aulay. 
“ To come over tlie EnglUlimen so cleverly witli his I-Iighland torclx- 
bearers-^eiglit bave-breeched Rories for six silver candlesticks! — 
it was a masterpiece— a tour dt was perfect legerde- 

main— and to be a madman after all! — I doubt greatly, my lord," 
(shakinfj his head,) “ that I must allow Wm, notwithstanding his re- 
lationship to your lordship, the privileges of a rational person, and 
either hatoon him sufficiently t<» expiate the violence oficred to my 
person, or else bring it to a matter of mortal arbitrement, as beconieth 
an insnlted cavalier,” 

^ ^ If you care to hear a long story,” said Lord Menfeith, “ al this 
rime of night, I can fell you how the circumstances of Allan's birth 
account so w'cll for liis singular cliaractcr, as to ]>ut such satisfaction 
entirely out of the question." 

‘‘ A long story, my lord," said Captain Dalgettv, “ is, next to a 
good evening dnviight and a warm nightcap, the best shoeing-horn 
for drawing on a sound sleep. And since your lordship is jneased 
to take the trouble to tell it^ I shall rest your patient and obliged 
auditoi*.” 
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' Anderson/' said Lord Menteitb^ ^ and you, Sibbald, we dyin^ to 
bear, I suppose, of Ibis strange nmii too ; and I believe 1 must in- 
dulge your curiosity, that you may kno>Y bow to behave to liim in 
time of need. You bad better step to the fire then." 

Having thus assembled an audience about him, Lord Mcnteith sat 
down upon the edge of the four-post bed, while Captain Dalgctty, 
wiping the relics of tlie posset from his beajxi and mustachoes, and 
repeating the first verse of the Lutheran psalm. AUc guter geiatex^ 
lohen den Herm^ &c. rolled himself into one of the places of ro|iose, 
and thrusting his shock pate from betwwcu the blankets, listened 
to Lord Menteith's relation in a most luxurious state, between .sleei>- 
ing and w*aking. 

The fatlioT.” said Lord Mcnteith, of the two brother.^, Angus 
and Allan M^Aulay, was a gentleman of considiu-ation and fannly, 
oeing the chief of a Highland clan, of good account, though not mi- 
iiierous; his lady, the mother of these young men, was a gentlewo- 
man of good family, if I may be permitted to say so of one nearly 
connected with my own. Her brother, an lionoin-able and si»irjtcd 
you?ig man, obtained from James the Sixth a grant of forestry, and 
other privileges, over a royal chase adjacent to tin's castle ; and, in ex- 
ercising ana defending tiicso rights, lie was so unfortunate as to 
involve’ himself in a quarrel with some of our Highland freebooters, 
or catcrans, of whom I think, Captain Dalgeily, you must have 
heard/' 

And that I liave,” said the Captain, exerting himself to answer 
the appeal. Before 1 left the Mareschal-Cc^cgo of Aberdeen, 
DugalJ OaiT was playing the devil in the Garioch, and the Farquhar- 
sons on Dee-side, and the Clan Chuttau on tlie Gordons' Jantls, and 
the Grants and Camerons in Moray-land. And since that, I have 
seen the Cravats and Fandours in Faunonia and Transylvania, ami 
the Cossacks from the Polish frontier, and robbers, lianditti, and 
barbarians tf)f all countries besides, so that J have a distinct idea of 
yonr la-okcn 1 lighlandmen." 

*• The clan," said Lord Menteitli, " with wdiom the maternal uncle 
of till* APAulays had been placed in feud, was a small sei)t of banditti, 
called, from their houseless state, and their incessantly wandering 
among the mountains and glens, the Children of the Mist. They are 
•a ficice and hardy people, with all the irritability, and wild and 
vengeful passions, proper to menw'ho have never known the restraint 
of civilized society. A party of th(*m lay in wait for the unfortunate 
Warden of tbe Forest, surprised him while Imuting alone and un- 
attended, ami slew him with every circumstance of iuventive cruelty. 
They cut off his head, and resolved, in a bravado, to cxlnbit it at the 
castle of his brother-in-law. The laird was absent, ami the lady 
relu(?fanfly received as guests, men against whom, iKuhaps, she wjIs 
afraid to "shut her gates. Bcfrc.slimcnts were placed before the 
Cliildren of the Mist, who took an opportunity to take tbe head of 
their victim from the plaid in wliicJi it was Avro])!, pbiced it on Uie 
table, put a i>iece of bread between the lifeless jaws, bid^ling them do 
their office now, since many a good meal they Iiud ciiton at that table. 
The lady, who had been a&ent for some household purj^ose, entered 
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At tluH moment, and, upon bdioldin^j her brother’s lienil, fled like ail ’ 
out of the house into the woods, uttejiug shriek upon shriek. 
The ruMaas, satisfied witli this savage tnurnph, withdrew. Ihe 
terrified menial.^, after overcoming the alarm to wdiich they hfid been 
subjected, sought their unfortunate mistress in every direction, ])Ut 
she was nowhere to be found. The niiseraWe husband retiu ned ue3:t 
dav, and, with ihe assistance of his people, undertook a more anxious 
and distant search, but to equally little i)urposc. It was believed 
universiilly, that, in the ecstasy of her tensor, she must either have 
thrown Jierself over one of tlie numerous precipices whicli ovorhaiig 
the river, or into a deep lake about a miJe from the castle. Her loss 
was the move lamented, as she was six montlis fidvaucod in her 
pregnanc.y ; Angus M‘AnJay, her eldest son, having been born about 
eighteen hjontks before. — But 1 lire you, Captain DaJgeltv, and yon 
seem inclined to sleep.'^ 

JV riO means,” aiiswcrcd the soldier “ 1 ani no whit somnolent; 

I always isear best with my eyes shut. It is a faslnoii I learned when 
I stood .«<.*ntincl.” * , • 

And 1 daresay/’ said Lord Mentoith, aside to Andersim, the 
weight of Hid halberd of Ihosergemit of tlic roimd^oftcn made iiim 
open them.” 

Being apparently, however, in lltc humour of storytelling, tliC 
young no])lemaTi went on, addressing himself duefiy to Jiis pendant'?, 
wifcluutt niiiuling the slumbering veteran. 

Every baron in the country,” said he, now sw^oro revenge Ibr 
this dreadful erinic. They look arin.s with tlie relations and hrotlier- 
indaw of the murdered jferaon, and the OhiUh'on of the Mist were 
hunted doivn, I b(*licve, with as little mercy as they had themselves 
nnmif<.*sted . 8ovei itetni heads, the bloody troph ics of their vengeance, 
wove, distributed among tho allies, and ted tlic crows u])on iho gates 
of theii* ciistles. The survivurs sought out move distant wildernesses, 
to winch they retreated.” 

*• To your right hand, counter-march, and retreat to your former 
ground," said Captain .lialgetty ; the military phrase havnig ])rf)due(*d 
the correspondeut word of coinmand; and then starting up, prnf/‘s>cci 
ho had h(H:»i prolViuiidiy attentive to every word - hat had been sp‘>k<‘n. 

It is Die custom in summer,” said Lord Mentoith, without attend- 
ing to Ids iip<>logy, “ to send the cows to the upland pastures tu luiv“ 
the hone lit of tlii'grass; and ihe inu jd.s of the village, t-uid of the 
fomily, go there to milk tliem in the morning evening. While 
thus employed, Die feuuales of this faniilv, to ilicir great teiT-'.r, por- 
ccivod I hat their luoiions wore watched at n di.stanet' hy a tliin, 
meagre figure, beanng a strong retieinblanco to llu'ir dccea^^ed 
mktre.ss. aiid piis,siag, of comrse, for her apiwritinn. Wluai some of 
Jifee boldcfit resolved to u])proach iliis faded form, it fie<l from them 
^nto the woods witli a wild shrkk. TJio husband, informed of tJiis 
sircumstance, eame up to the glen with some altondaiits, and took 
his measures' so well as to iutercept the retreat of the unhapiiy . 
Eiigijive. and to secure the person of his unfortunate lady, tlimigh 
her intclloi'.t proved to be totally deranged. J low rJie supported her- 
self during her wandering in the woods, could not he known — some 
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supposed she lived upon roots and wild-berries, with 'which ilie woods 
at that season abounded ; but the greater part of tiie vulgar were 
satisfied that she must hare ^bsistea upon the milk of the wild ducs^ 
or been noiirislied l)y the fairies, or supportedin some iiuiuner eqmdly 
marvellous. Her re-appearanec was more easily accounted for. fcsin*. 
had seen from the thicket the milking of the cow's, to siiperintcud 
which liad been her favourite domestic employment, and the liabit 
had prevailed even in her deranged state of mind, 

** In duo season the unfortunate lady was delivered of a boy, >v]k» 
not only shewed no appearance of having suffered from his mother s 
calamities, but appeared to be an infant of uncommon lieiillh and 
strengtli. The unhappy mother, after her confinement, recovered 
her reason— at least in a great measure, but never her liGalth and 
spirits. Allan was her only joy. Her attention to liitn was un- 
remitting: and unquestionably she must have impvossefi upon his 
early miua many of those superstitious ideas to which hi.s mr.ody and 
enthusiastic temper gave so ready a reception. ISlie died when ho 
was about ten 3 ^ears old. Her last words were spoken to him in 
private ; but there is little doubt that they conveyed an injunction of 
vengeance upon the Children of tlie Mist, with which he Jias since 
amply complied. 

bVom this moment, the habits of Allan M'Auky were totally 
changed. Ho had hitherto been his moth^u*^^ coufstant cH>nipanion, 
listening to her dreams, and repeating his owm, and fcedhig his 
iniiiginalion, which, probably from the circumstances preceding his 
birtli, was conatitutionaUy deranged, with all t)»o wild md teiTible 
superstitions so common to the mountaineers, to which his unfortunate 
mother had become nmdi luldicted since her broMior’s (icath. By 
living in this manner, the boy had gotten a timid, wdld, startled look, 
lovecl to seek out soiihvry places in the woods, and war, never so much 
teirified as by the approach of childreii of the same age, I rcjneiu- 
her, although some years younger, being brought up hert^ by my 
father u)>on a visit, nor can I forget the ustonWimeut wilh wlncli 1 
?.aw this infiint-hermit shun every attempt I nnulo to onifage hini in 
llie Sports natural to our ago, I can remnuhor liis faihrr bewailing' 
his disposition to mine, and alleging-, at tho same tinu-, fbat it w',i < 
impossible for him to take from his wife tho company <d' ih<* by, 
he seciiied to be the only consolation that reuiiunod to her in tltis 
worbl, and as the amusement which Allan^s juxdofy atlbnlKl her 
seoniod to ]wevant the recurronctj, at least in its ftiil for' c, nf that 
iVarfiil niahuly by wliidi slic laid been visited. But, af'ci* the dculh 
of his: mother, the Iiahits and maiinci-H of tho hoy ricem-d once to 
ch.iuge. It is true lie remained as thoughtful and HorioiH lir-. before ; 
and i'ojg iUrt of silence ond ahstnictiou sfunved plainly that his dUpo- 
hitiou, in this respect, was in no degree altered. l»nt at of lior limes, 
ho. sought out th(‘ nmdozvous of the youth <»f tlic clan, which In* had 
hitherto seemed anxious to avoid, lie tof»k share in ali Iheit- exer- 
cises: and, frtnn liis very extraordinai^ strefjgrh, ex- 

celled liis In-other and other vouths. whost^ age considt rably exceeded 
his owji. They who liad hitherto held Idm in c^mteinpf, now feared, 
if they did no’^ love him; and, instead of Allan’s being ej>lcemcd a 
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dreaming) womauLsli) and feeble-minded boy, those who eiicouiitei*ed 
him in sports or military exercise, now complained that, when heated 
the strife, he was too apt to turn game into earnest, and to forget 
that he was only engaged in a friendly trial of strength. — But I speak 
to regardless ears, said Lord Mentcitli, interrupting Iiiinself, for the 
Captain’s nose now gave the most indiHjmtable signs that he wa.s fast 
locked in the arms of oblivion. 

“ If you mean the oars of that snorting swine, my lord/’ said An* 
derson, “ they are, indeed, shut to any thing that you can say ; never- 
theless, this place being unfit for more private conference, I hope 
you will have the goodness to proceed, for Sibbald’s benefit and tor 
mine. The history of this poor young fellow has a deep and wild 
interest in it." 

‘‘You must know, then," proceeded Lord Menteith, " that Allan 
couiiiiued to increase in strength and activity till his fifteenth year, 
about which time he assumed a total iudependeuee of character, and 
impatience of control, which much alarmed his surviving parent. 
was absent in the woods for whole days and nights, under pretence of 
hunting, though he did not always uring home game. His father 
was the more alarmed, because several of the Children of the Mist, 
encouraged by the increasing troubles of the state, liad ventured back 
to their old haunts, nor did he think it altooethcr side to renew any 
attack upon them. The risk of Allan, in Ins wanderings, sustaining 
injury from these vindictive freebooters, was a perpetual source of 
apprehension. 

1 was myself upon a visit to the castle whep this matter was 
bronglit to a crisis. Allan had been absent since daybreak in the 
woods, where I had sought for him in vain ; it Wiis a dark sturiny 
night, and he did not return. His father expressed the utmost anxiety, 
iind ,s])oke of detaching a piirty at the dawn of rnoniing in fj[ueHt of 
liiiti ; when, as we were sitting at the supper-table, tlie door suddenly 
opened, and Allan entered the room with a proud, firm, and confi- 
dent air. His intractability of temper, as well as the unsettled .stale 
(»f Jiis mind, had such an influence over his father, that he suppressed 
all other tokens of displeasure, exceiding the observafion that I had 
killed a fat buck, and Inid returned before sunset, while he suj>})osed 
Allan, wlio had been on the hill till midnight, had returned v/ith 
empty liands. ‘Are you .sure of that?* said Allan fiercely; ‘ here is ■ 
something will tell you another tale.’ 

“ We in »w observed his hands were bloody, and that there Mere 
.^pois of blood on bis face, and w'aited the issue MUth impatience; 
Mbeii suddenly, undoing the corner of his plaid, he rolled donm ou 
the table a human head, bloody and new* severed, saying at the same 
tinu*, ‘ Jiie ili«m where the head of a better man lay before yc/ From 
the haggard f(*ature<, and matted red liair and beard, partly grizzled 
witli age, his father and t)thers present recognized the bciurof Hector 
of the alist, a well-known leader among the outla>vs, redoiihtcd for 
strength and ferocity, m Iio liad been active in the murder of tlie uii- 
fi>r( unate Forester, undo to Allan, and had cseaj)ed by a desperate 
defenct^ and extraoi dinary agility, wlicu .so many of bis companions 
were destrt>Yed. AYc wore all, U may be believed, .struck with smv 
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prise, but Allan refused to ffvntify our curiosity; and we only coi\}ec« 
tured that he must have overcome the outlaw after a desperate 
strug gle, because we discovered tliat he had sustained several wounds 
from the contest. All measures were now taken to ensure him 
against the vengeance of the freebooters; but neither his wounds, 
nor the positive command of his father, nor even the locking of the 
gates of the castle and the doors of his apartment, were precautions 
adequate to prevent Allan from seeking ont the vei^ persons to whom 
he was peculiarly obnoxious. He made his escape oy night from t^C 
^vindow of the ajiartment, and laughing at his fathers vjun care, ])ro- 
duced on one occasion the head of one, and upon anoUior those of 
two, of the Children of the Mist. At length these men, fierce ns they 
wore, became appalled by the inveterate miiniOHity and audacity with 
which Allan sought out their recesses. As he never hesitated to 
encounter any odds, they concluded that he must bear a charmed life, 
or fight under the guardianship of some supernatural influence. 
JS' either gun, dirk, lior dourlach,^ they said, availed aught against 
him. They imputed this to the remarkable circumstances under 
which he born ; and at length five or six of tJie stoutest enteraiis 
of the Highlands would have fled at Allan's lialloo, or the blast of his 
horn. 

** In the ineiinwliile, however, the Children of the Mist carried on 
their old trade, and did tlie M^Aulays, as well as their kinsmen and 
nllies, as much mischief as fliey could. This provoked another expe- 
ilition ngaiiisl the tribe, in which 1 had my share ; wo sur[)rised tJieni 
effectually, by besetting at once the upper and under ptisses of the 
country, and made such clean work as is usual on these occasions, 
l>urning and slaying' ridit before us. In this teiTible species of war, 

. veil the female's and the helpless do not always escape. One little 
maiden alone, >vho smiled upon Allan's drawn dirk, escaped hia 
veiigoaneo upon my iMi nest entreaty. »Slie w'as brought to the castle. 
Old here bred up under the name of Annot Lyle, the most beautiful 
dtlle fairy certainly that ever danced upon a heath by moonlight. It 
w,is long ere Allan could endure the presence of the child, unlil it 
K'curred to Ins imagination, from her features ]>erhnps, that she <lid 
m)t bel*)ng to the hated blood of bis enemies, but bad become llndr 
■aptive ill some of tlieir incursions; a circumstance not in itself im- 
•xtssiblo, but in wliicb he believes as firmly as in holy writ. He is 
:>a!'tj( ular]> tleliglited by her skill in music, which is s(jfct‘xqui.site, that 
die far exceeds the be.4 pei’forinei's in this country in playing on the 
daindnieli, or liarp. It w as discovered that this produced upon the 
listiirbed .spirits of Allan, in his gloomiest moods, beneficial eifects, 
dmiliar to those experienced by the Jewish monarch of old; and so 
engaging is ilu‘ tein])er of Anhot Lyle, so fascinating the iniioeence 
ind gaiety of her dis]>ns]*lion, that Vbe is considered and treated in 
he ea--tle Valher a^ llu‘ >ister of the pr<mriotor, than as ii dependant 
.i])on his eharity. Indeed, it Is impossible for any one to see licr 
odtlmiit b(‘ing deeply interested by the ingenuity, livelines-:, and 
aveetncss of her ilisposiiion.'^ 


- /jt./o !ftdf‘‘(iiiivvr ; literal ly. 8.a« l. cl— of ai/rAv?*. 
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* lESki (SttPe, Wf lord,” »aid Amleraoii, smilin^^: there is cUd^ 
violent conimemlations. AUan M‘Aiilay, as yo«r lordsiiip 
mtsriheB hhni would i>rave no veiy s«ife rival/' 

" Pooh! pooh!” said L^d Menteiih. laughing, yet btohing at the 
same time ; A^lan is not acces^dhle to the passum of love ; and for 
inyatdf,” said he more ^avely, ^Annot’s unknown birth is a suffi- 
cient resmii agaipt serious d[eHign$, and her unprotected state pre- 
dodes every tdhd:*” 

It h spoketL fikc yourself,, my tV’ said Anderson — " But I 
trust you will jfn'ocieetl wiih y<)iurintei*esfc^^^ stioryr'* 

" It is well-iiigli fiiiisliod* !’^said Lord Menteith; only to 

adfl, that from the groat fctroigth ami courage s AJlan M^Auky, 
from bis energetic and uncontrotiahle dispoaifeioB, and from an opinion 
generally cMitertaiued and encouraged by lumsefiV tlwit he holds com- 
munion with supernatural beings,, and eau predict future events, the 
clan pay a inucli grealer degrina of deference to him than even to liis 
brothel-, who is ahold-hearJed rattling HrghJauder, but with nothing 
which can i)f)sMbIv rival the extraordinary character of hia younger < 
brother.” 

‘SSiich a character,” said Aiidcr'.cm, “cannot but have the 
deepest effect on (ho niiiids of n Highland host. ^Wo must secure 
Allan, niY lord, at all Wliai between bb bravery and bis 

second sight — 

. “ Hush!” said Lord MetiUu’th, “ that owl is awaking.” 

“ l>o you talk of the second sight, of dmdermmpiaV^ said the 
soldier; remettibcr memorable Major Munro telling mo bow 
Murdoch boru in Asdnt, a private gentleamn in a com- 

piwiv, andA^PlIfety. soldier, foretold the detich of Donald Tough, a 
Lochaber inai»i>wd certaiu other persons, as well as the hurt dr tbe 
major himself a sudden onfall at tire siege of Tmilsund.” 

“I have often heard tif this faculty,” olwervod Anderson, “but I 
have always thought those pretending to it were cither enthusiasts 
or impostors/' 

“ I should be hjotb,” said Lord IHeuteith, “to apply either cha- 
racter io my kinsman, Allan M^Auky. He has shewn on many oc- 
casions too much acuteness and a<msc, of wliich you this night had an 
insUnce, for the character <)f enmusutst; uiid his liigS sense of 
honour, and manliness of di-spo^itJoDy free him ft’Oin the charge of 
imposture.” 

“ Your lordship, then,” said Anderson, “is a believer in his super- 
natural attributes ? ” 

“ By no means,” said £he young nobleinnn; “I think that he per- 
simes bimself that the predictions, which are^ in reality, the result 
of judgment and reflection, are suiiennitural imprcssionM^on his mind, 
just as fanatics conceive the workings of their own imagination to be 
mvine mspiration—at least, if this w ill not servo you, Anderson, I 
have no better expknatiou to give ; and it is time we were aD askep 
after the toilsome jouniey of the day.” 
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CHAPTER VL 

Coming evoutB coftt their shodo^H befurc. 

CAUrOELt. 

At an early hoxir iu the morning the guests of the castle sprung 
from their repose *, and, after a inomenrs private conversation with 
his attendants, Lord Menteith addressed tlie soItHcr, who was seated 
in a comer bunii^iliiug his corslet with rot-stone tmd sliamois-lcathcr, 
while he hummed the old song in honour of the victorious Cushn us 
Adolphus, — 

When camions arc roaring, niui bullets are tl.vlng. 

The lad that would have honour, lK>ya, must nover i'oar dying/’ 

“ Captain Balgetty,’^ said Lord Menteith, the time is come that 

e must pa^ or become comrades in Hervice.*' 

Not before breakfast, I hope ?” said Captain Dalgtitfy. 

“ I should have thou^ht,'^ replied Ins lordship, “ tliat your g.ir- 
risoii was victualled for uiree days at least.” 

‘‘ I liave still some stow'age left for beef atul bannocks,” said the 
Captain; " and I never miss a favoumble opportunity of renewing 
my supplies.” 

But,” said Lord Menteith, "no judicious commander allows either 
hags of truce or neutrals to reraaiu iti his camp longer tiian is i)ruiloi)t ; 
and therefore wo must kuow your mind exactly, accoji’ding to ^\'Iueh 
you shall either have a mife-coiiduct to depai't iu jpetW^ipr be wel- 
come to remain with ua.” T'. ' 

‘‘ Truly,” said the Captain. " that being the case, I wfil not aitoiupt 
to protract the capitulation by a counterfeited parl<^, (a thing ex- 
cellently practised by Sir James Ramsay at the siege of 11 aim an, in 
the year of God 1036,) but I will frankly own, that if 1 like your pay 
as well as your provant and vour company, I care not how soon 1 
talie the oatli to your colours.'*^ 

“ Our pay,” said Lord Menteith, must at present be small, since 
it is paid out of the common stock raised by tlic few nmorigcit us w'ho 
can command some funds — ^As major and adjutant, I dare not promise 
Oaplaiii Dalgetty more than half a dollar a-day.” 

The devfl take all halves mid quarters!” stud the Captain; were 
it in my option, 1 could no more consent to the halving of that dollar, 
than the woman in the Judgment of Solmnon to the aisbeverment of 
the child of her bowels.” 

TJie parallel will scarce hold, Captain Dalgetty, for 1 tliink you 
•would rather consent to the diviifing of the dmlar, than give it up 
entil e to your competitor. However, in Die way of arrears, I may 
jiromise you the otiier half-dollar at the end of the campaign.” 

“ All ! these aiTearages ! ” said Captain Dalgetty, " that are al- 
ways promised, and always go for nothing! Spain, Austria, and 
Sweden, all sing one .song. Oh ! long life to the IJoganmogaus I if 
they were no otneers or soldiers, they were good paymaKters.— And 
yet, uiy lord, if I could but be made certiorate tliat my natural here- 
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di|ippteiit of Drumtliwacket had fallen into poase.ssiou of any of 
th^se loons of Covenanters, who could be, in the event of our suc- 
cess^ conveniently made a traitor of, 1 have so much value for that 
fertile and pleasant spot, that 1 w^ould e'en take on with you for the 
campaign ” 

I can resolve Captain Dalgetty’s question,” said Sibbald, Lord 
Menteiih’s second at^dant; ** for if his estate of Drumtliwiwket be, 
as 1 conceive, theloPg waste moor so eaUed, that lies five miles south 
of Aberdeen, I can tefl him it was lately purchased by Elias 8traclian, 
as rank a rebel as ever swore the Covenant.” 

“ The cTop«eared hound ! ” spid Captain Dalgetty, in a rage ; “ what 
the devil gave him the assurance to purchase the inheritance of a 
family of Tour hundred years’ standing anrem v'cllety as 

we used to sav at Maresclial-Coliege ; tliat is to say, I will pull him 
out of my father's house by tlic ears. And so, my liord Menteitli, I 
am vours, hand and sword, body and soul, till death do us part, or 
to tile end of the next caiupaigii, wliichcver event shall first come to 
jiass/' 

And 1,” said the young iioblcmaii, " rivet the bargain by a 
month’s pay in advance.” 

“ Tliat IS more than necessary,” said Dalgetty, pocketing the 
money, however. " But now I must go down, look after my war- 
saddle and abuilziements, and see that Gusta^iis has his morning, 
and tell him we have taken new service.” 

*• There goes your precious recruit,” said Lord Menteith to Ander- 
son, as thp4J|ii|g^i left the room; I fear we shall have little credit 
of him.” ^ 

lie iS Maop of the times, however,” said Anderson; and 
without should hardly be able to carry on our enter- 

prise.” 

“ Let us go down,” answered I^ord Meutoith, " and see h(»w our 
mustei’ is likely to thrive, for 1 hear a good deal of bustle in the 
ca.stle.” 

WIiou they entered ilie hull, the domestics keeping modestly in 
uie back-ground, moniing greetiugs iiassed between Lord Menteith, 
Angus M'Aulay, and his Engiish guests, while Allan, occupying the 
same settle which lie liad filled the preceding evening, paid no atten- 
tion whatever to any one. 

Old Donald hastily rushed into the apartment. A uie.ssage 
from Vich Alisler More;^ he is coming nji in the evening.” 

“ With how many attendants?” saidM’Aulay. 

“ Some five-aiul-twentv or thirty, " said Donald, “ his ordinary 
retnnio.” 

* Sliake down plenty of straw in the great barn,” said the 
Laird. 

Another servant here* stumbled ha.Htily in, aunouuciiig the ex- 
pected aiiproach of Sir Hector McLean, “ who is arriving witli a 
lai^e following.” 

Put them in the malt-kilu,” said M*Aulay; “ imd keep the 
^ jiivt.'-avinto of MacDv’iiell cMiUiis-nTy, 
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breadth of the middenstcad between them and the M^Bonalds ; they 
are but unfriends to each other." 

Donald now re-entered, his visage considerably lengthened — The 
teil's i* the folk," he said; ** the haill Hielands are asteer, I tliiuk. 
Evan Dhu, of Lochiel, will be here in an hour,^a|pth Lord kens how 
many gillies." 

. " Into the great bam with them beside the liBonakU," said the 
Laird. 

More and more chiefs were announced, the least of whom would 
have accounted it derogatory to his dignity to stir without a retinue 
of six or seven persons. To every new annunciation, Angus 
M^Aul.ay answered ny naming some place of accommodation,—- the 
stables, the loft, the cow-honse, the sheds, every domestic office 
were destined for the night to some hospitable purpose or other. 
At length the arrival of MDougal of Lorn, after all his means of 
accommodation were exhausted, reduced him to some perplexity. 
“ What the devil is to be done, Donald?” said he; the great barn 
would hold fifty more, if they would lie heads and thraws ; but there 
would be dra^m dirks among them which would lie uppermost, and 
so we should have bloody puddings before moniing !” 

“ What needs all tins?" said Allan, starting up, and coming 
foiward with the stern abniptiicss of his usual inanner ; ** are the 
Gael to-day of softer flesh or whiter blood than their fatlievs 
were ? Knock the head out of a cask of usquebae ; let that bo 
their night-gear — tlioir plaids their bed-clothes*— t)ie blue sky 

their canopy, and the heather their couch Como a tbbttiand more, 

and lliey would not quarrel on the broad heath for waisi^ df romn ! ” 

“ Allan is right," said his brother; " it is very odd hw Allan, v/ho, 
between ourselves,” said he to Musgrave, ^‘is a little wowf, ^ seems 
at times to have more sense than us ail put together. Observe him 
now.” 

" Yes,” continued Allan, fixing his eyes with a ghastly stare upon 
the opposite side of the liall, “ they may well begin as they nve to 
end ; many a man will sleep this night upon the heath, that when 
the Martinma*^ wi’nd shall blow shall lie there stark enough, and reck 
little of cold or lack of covering." 

- “ Ih) not forespeak us, brother,” said Arigus ; “ that is not 
lucky.” 

“ And what luck is it then that you expect?" said Allan; and 
straining his eyes until they almost started rrom their sockets, he fell 
with a convulsive shudder into the arms of Donald and his brother, 
w'ho, knowing the nature of his fits, bad come near to prevent his 
fall. They seated him upon a bench, and supported him until ho 
came to himself, and was about to ^eak. 

“ For God's sake, Allan," said his brother, who knew the impres- 
sion bis mystical words were likely to make on many of the guests, 
“ say nothing to discourage us." 

“ Am 1 he who discourages you?” said Allan; “let every man 
face his weird as ^ «hall face mine. That w^hich must come, will 
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eme; «nid we dull jitride mlkaSf <wcv ai«nj a field of Tioterv, 
ere we reaeli yen fiatied daovater-plaoe, or tread yon sable eeaffolda!” 

^What skniffater-plaeer wbat scaffolds?" ekdanned seTeral 
Toices ; for Alm’s/cnown as a seer was g^netidly established in the. 
Highlands. ; 

. "You win kttowfttat but too soon,” answored AHen. * Speak to 
me no more, I »m veary of your ouestions^” He then messed Ide 
hand against his brow, rested hk mbow VLpm bis kiie^ aim sunk^into 
a deep reverie. " ; , . 

" Send for Annot I^yle, and tte !mrp,”«aid A^^ 
his servant ; " and let those .^entlemmlpi&pwiQiie who do not fear a 
Highland breakfast” 

All aceomnamed their bbspHable landlord es^eept^g only Lord 
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the windows of tlie hall. Aimot %le slmmy l^lided into the 
room, not 111 deseribed by Lord MOnteith , os oeing l£& hjo^st and 
most fairy fi^e that ever trod the turf by moonlight. ^ Her stature, 
considerably less than the ordinary size of women, gave her the 
appearance: of extreme youth, insomuch, that although she was near 
eighteen, have passed for four years younger. Her 

figure, hand& and feet, were formed upon a model of exduisite sym- 
metry Tv itli the size and lightness of her person, so that Titania aer- 
self could scarce have found a more fitting representative.. Her 
hair was a dark shade of the colour usually termed flaxen, whoso 
clustering ringlets suited admirably with her fair complexion, and 
with the ])iayfiil, yet simple, expression of her features. Wlien we 
add to these charms, tliat Afinot, in her orphan state, seemed tlie 
gayest and happiest of maidems, tlie reader must allow us to claim 
for lier the interest of Almost all who looked on her. In fact, it was 
impossible to find a more universal favourite, and she often came 
among the rude inhabitants of the castle, as Allan himself, in a poe- 
tical mood, expressed it, like a sunbeam on a sullen sea,” commii- 
uicating to all others tlic cheerfulness that filled her own mind. 

Amiot, such as we have described her, smiled and blushed, when, 
on eatoring the apartment, Lord Mentelth came fiom his phico of 
retirement, and fondly wished her good morning. 

And good morning to you, my lord,” returned she, extending her 
hand to her jfriend ; we have seldom seen you of bite at the castle, 
and now I fear it is with no peaceful puimose.” 

" At least, Jet me not interrupt, your harmony, Aiinot,” said Lord 
Menteith, " though my arrival mar br^ed discord elsewhere. My 
cousin Allan needs the assistance of your voice and music.” 

" My preserver,” said Annot Lyle, " lias a right to njy poor exer- 
tions; and you, too, my lord,-^oU| too, ate my preserver, and were 
(he most active to save a life that as worthless enough, umess it can 
benefit myprotectors.” . ^ 

8o saying, she sate down at a little distance upon the bench on 
wMeh Allan M^Aul^ was placed^ and tuning her clairshach, a small 
b^, about thirty inches in height^ she accompanied it with her 
tbice. The air was an ancient Gaohe melody, and the words, which 
Irere supposed to be very bid, were in the same language; but wc^ 
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aabjoin a tnuidation of them, by Secuudus MBq>httrsoii,E^> of Gcleisi. 

i^Kn^ Mibttdittod to tbe totten of £bgtif» xhjribsi, 
ve.bnist wSlbefound noitflytM geittuiuiM the y8niisn.oif.088ttii % 
'odeliratod.itiM]ieaake. 


^ht-oro«r, Ttprm, bat, asid owl, 
Xidiave tbe si(di zniui>to his dr^anw 
AUnighi long heUoai^d jrour scream— 
^iSaittB to e&re fWteCd .to#*r, 

todi or dSngWbowa^ 

QSiinvdo wUtk;(^d for»iia«kt 
];ii air «i]}gs 


^ H10 to Biocnrit^ i^lf jmd iticks,. 
Frowliog woU'oitd 
Hie you Ifest, *or turn your view, 
Tltough tho lauib UoatS to tUo owe. 
Couch your tn^ns^ Iffi4 epoed your filglit, 
Salht5^ parts wlOii»artii)g . 

And on dfstaiit edvo borne. 

Comes the hunter''s early bom. 


tnoou ’8 won crescent searedy glWi's, 
Ghost'llkc si»c fades in uiornlng beams ; /’ 
Hlc hence oiich p<«evi 8 h imp and fay, 

Hist score the pUgrJin on hia woy •— 
Quench, Italiy I qnendi, In Img and Ifen, 

Thy torch ^at dieots henighied in^x; 

Tliy dance is o’er, thy reijni is done, 

For Bcnjieglo hst^ seen Uto sun. 


4. 

Wild thoughts, ttioi, sinlhl, dark, and deop. 

Overpower the passive mind in sleep. 

Pass from the almnlx^rcr’s suul a^vay. 

Like nipht-niists ft oin iho brow of day : 

Foul hag, wJw»c blasted visage grim 
Smothcitt the pulse, unnerves the hxnb, 
f hy dark palfrey, and b who I 
' Xhou do rcet not foe o the godiike jsuu.” 

As the strain pvoccc^eiV Allan M^Anlay gfa SuiBy si^ of 

recovering liis presence of mhul, and atfeeutioii to the objjScts around 
him. llie deep-knit furrows of his brow relaxed and smoothed them-, 
selves; and the rest of his features, which had seeined contorted with 
internal agony, relapsed insto a more natural state. V/hen he rajs^ 
his head and sat iipriglit, Ids countenance, thou^i blMi deeply 
choly, was divested or its wildness and ferocity ; and in its coaxpo^ 
state, although by no means handsome, the ©xwessiou of lua. features 
was striking, mpnly, and eveai nohlo. His thick, brown ejroferows, 
which had hitfierto been drawn dose together, were now sfaghtly 







miJtmaA skte ; and his grey eyes^ which had rolled 
from tinder them with an unnatural and portentous 
now reooYered a steady and determined expression. 
rf'llankO^ he sa^ after siting saeut for about aminute, 
very last sounds of the hain nad ceased to vibrate, *^my 
is no longer darkened«^he mist hath passied from my spirit.” 

/ ** You owe thanka, cousin Alkn ” said Lord Menteith, coming for- 
ward, “ td Anuot Lyle, as weH as to Heaven, for happy change in 

your melancholy mood.^ 

*My noble cousin Menteitl^” said Allan, rising and greeting him 
very respectfully, ns well as kindly, " has known my unh^py drcum- 
staniqes so long, that his goodness will require no excuse for my being 
]&UB late in bidding him welcome to the castle.” 

We are too old acquaintances, Allan,” said Lord Menteith, and 
too good friends, to stand ou ^e cetemonial of outward gi-eeting; 
hut naif the Highlands will he here to-day, and you know, with our 
mountain Ohiera, ceremony must not he neglected. What will you 
give little Annot for making you fit company to meet Evan Dhii, and 
I know not how many bonnets and feathers 
"What will he give me?” said Annot, smiling; "nothing less, I 
hope, than the best ribbon at the Pair of Doune.'^ ‘ 

"The Fair of Doune, Annot said Allai\ sadly ; " there will be 
bloody work ’before that (W, and I may never see it 5 hut you have 
well reminded me of what I nave long intended to do.” 

Having said this, he left the room. 

" Sliomd he talk long in tliis manner," said Lord Menteith, " you 
must keep your harp in tune, my dear Annot.” 

" I hone not," tbiid Annot, anxiously ; " this fit has been a long one, 
and probably will not soon return. It is fearful to see a mind, na- 
turally generous and aPectionate, afflicted by this constitutional ma- 
lady."^ 


As she spoke in a low and confidential tone, Lord Menteith natu- 
rally drew close, and stooped forward, that he might the better catch 
the sense of what she said. When Allan suddenly entered the apart- 
ment, they as naturaBj drew hack from each other with a manner 
expressive of consciousness, as if sui’prised in a conversation which 
they wished to keep secret from him. This did not escape Allan’s 
observation ; he stopt short at the door of the apartment—his brows 
were contracted— his eyes rolled j but it was only the paroxysm of a 
taomeut. He passed his broad sinewy hand across his brow, as if to 
obliterate these signs of emotion, and advanced towards Annot, hold- 
ing in Ids hand a very small box, made of oak-wood, curiously in- 
Im. "I take you to witness,” he said, "cousin Menteith, that I 
gfiva this box and its contents to Annot Lyle. It contains a few 
orUainents that belonged to my poor mother — of trifling value, you 
may guess, for the wire of a Higluand laird has seldom a rich jewel- 
(jasket.” 


% "But these ornaments,” said Annot Lyle, gently and timidly refus- 

' ig the box, " belong to the family — ^I cannot accept ” 

They belong to me alone, Annot,” said Allan, Interrupting her; 
bey were my mother’s dying bequest. Tliey are all I can call my 



own, except my plaid and my claymore. Take them, therefore^ 
they are to me valuelesa tfmkets--<and k^p them for my sake—, 
should 1 never return from these wars/’ . 

So sayinff, he opened the case, and presented it to Annot ^ If,” 
said he, “they are of any valuer dispose of them for your 6$m sup. 
port, when this house has been consumed with hostile fire, and <i^n 
no longer afford you protection. 8|Ut keep one ring in memoxy of^ 
Allan, who has dc^. to requite your kindness,' if not all he wished,' 
at least all he could.” 

Aunot Lyle endeavoured in vain to restrain the gathering tears, 
when she said, “ One ring, Allan, I will accept from you as a memo- 
rial of your goodness to a poor orphan* but do not press me to take 
more ; for 1 cannot,* and y^ill not, accept a gift of such disproportioned 
value.” 

“ Make your choice, then,” said Allan ; " your delicacy may be well 
founded ; the others will assumeikfhape in which they may be more 
useful to you.” - 

“ Think not of it,” said Aniiel, . choosing from the contents of tlie 
casket a ring, apparently the zhost ti^ifiing in value which it contaiued ; 
“keejp them for your own, ctf your brother’s, bride.— But, good hca- ' 
vens f ” she said, interrupting lierself, and looking at the ring, “what 
is this that I have chosen?” 



, ** Gaze not upon tlie stars, Ibna sage, 

In them no luflaencc lies ; 

To read the fate of yoaih or age, 

Look on my Helen's eyes. 

. ' ' jj 

“ Yet, rash astrologer, refralu ! 

Too dearly would he won 
The presclenoe of another's pain, 

If purchased by thine own.” 

“She is right, Allan," sud Lord Menteith; “and eda, end of 







^ is woiIiLl aii W6 8b|^ iTton by our attempt to look into 

SliO is WEONG, mj aaid, AHaa, storBly, ^though you, who 
tmt with lightness tfie,^sfV!armBgs Ihave given you, may not lire to 
nm the event of the ommi;- 4 -Laugli not so scornfully/' he added, in- 
,temipting bimselft ^or i^her laugh on as loud and as long as you 
^iil ; your term of laughter find a pauaejfire hmg." 

care not for your visions, Allan, said Lord MeuieEh; ** how- 
ever short my span of life, the eye of no llighland setar can see its 
termination. 

^JFor heaven's sake," said Ainot lo^le, interraptiBg Wnh 
know his nature, and how little he can endure—*^ 

“Fear me not/' said Allan, interrupting her,— my mind is now 
constant and calm.— But for you, young lord," said he, turning to 
Lord Menteith, ^‘my eye has sought you through fields of battle, 
where Ilighlanders and Lowlanderslay strewed as tliiek as ever the 
rooks sat on those ancient trees," pointing to a rookery which was 
seen from the window — my eye sought you, but your corpse was 
not there—my eye sought you among a train of unresisting and dis- 
armed captives, drawn up Avithiu the baundihg walk of an ancient 
and rugged fortress ;—fiash after flash— platoon after platoon— 4he 
hostile shot fell amongst them, they dropped like the ary leaves in 
autumn, but you were not among their ranks ; — scaffolds wero pre- 
pared— blocks were arranged, saw-dust was spread— the priest was 
ready with his hook, the headsman with iiis axe— but there; too, mine 
eye found you not." 

‘ “ The ^bet, then, I suppose, must be my doom?" said Lord Men- 

teitli. “Yet I ^vish they had spared me the hfdfcer, were it but for 
the dignity of the peerage." 

He spoke this scornfmly, ; 
wuah to receive an answer ; 

(jucntly lias some influence 

£ul belief in tlie p<5ssibility of su^ predictions. 

“ Your rank, my loni, will Suffer no dishonour in vour person, or 
by the maimer of your death. Three times have 1 seen a llighlander 
plant hk dirk in your bosom— imd. such will be your fate." 

“ I wish you wovdd describe him to me/’ said Lord Meuteith, “ and 
1 shall save him tlie trouble of fulfilling, your propJiecy, if his plaid be 
passable to sword or pistol." ; 

“Your weapons,” Said Allan, “would avail you little; nor can I 
give you the information you desire. The face of the vision has been 
ever averted from mei”„ 

“ So be it, then," said Lord ^leriteith, “ and let it rest in the uncer- 
tainty m which your augury has placed it. 1 fihall dine not the less 
mcrnly ^raong plaids, and dirks, and kilts to-day." 

“ It may b® so,’' said Allan; “and, it may be, you do well to enjoy 
wliich to me are poisoned by auguries of future evil. 
BulWSi^e conianued— “Iret^^^^ to you, that this weapon— that is, 
restpon' as this," touching the iiilt of the dii’k which lie wore, 
? your fate." 

I meanwhile," said LordMenteith, “you, Allan, have fright- 




en^ the Wood from the ehe^ of Annot tyle— let vb leftve this dl^ 
course, my friend, and go to see what we both iuiderstand,<-^e pro^ 
gress of pur mnitm74)reparatioBs.** 

They joined Angus MrAulay and his EngMi auA i|i the 

military discussion^ whidh immediately took place, Allan shewed a 
clearness of mind, strength of judgment, and j^ecision of diopgh^ 
totfdlyjneomistedt with the mystical Kght in which his characterhas 
,bemiHth$srta cs^lxilnted.' 


CIIAPTEE Vn. 

Wl»en AlWon lior claymoro IndignantJy iflrawB, 

Wticn Uer IxtnneteC chtoftains aroinvt luer shall crovrC, 

4niui-UaibilLl the daunUesSy M^ray the proad, ' 

icS idakled azid pliimed la their tarlati ariAv 

XfOc/ikrs 

WnoEVEU saw that morning the Castle of Dad*nlii)varach, beheld 
a bttsy and a gallant sight. 

iSie various Chiefs, arriving with their different retiimes, which, 
notwithstanding tiieir numbers, formed no more than their usum 
equipage and body-OTard upon occasions of solemnity, saluted the 
lord 01 the tiiatle and each other witli oYei*flowing kindness, or 
liaughtv and distant politeness, according to the circumstances of 
finendsbip or hostility hi which their clans had recently stood to each 
other. Each Chiefs however small his comparative importance, 
shewed the full disposition to exact from the rest tlie deference due 
to a separate and independent prince ; while the stronger and more 
powcrnil, divided among themselves by recent contentions or undent 
feuds, were eouHlrainod in policy to ui^ great deference to the feel- 
ings of ilieir less powerful brethren, in order, in case of need, to 
attach as many well-wishers as. might be to their owji interest and 
standard. Tims the meeting of Chiefs resembled not a little those 
afleiont Diels of t)ie Empire, where the smallort Frey-Graf^ who 
posscsf-.ed a castle perched upon a barren crag, with a few hundred 
acres arouiid clnmicd the stale and hbilnurs of a sovereign prince, 
an.d a scat according to his lunk amoiig the dignitaries of the 
Empire. 

The followers (»f the different leaders were separately arranged 
and accoiiiTiKKiated, as room and cifcnhistonceB best permitted, each 
retaining however his henchman, who waited, close as the shadow, 
upon Ills person, to execute whatever migat be .required by his 
patron. 

The exterior of the castle afforded a singular scone. The High- 
landers, from difhu'ent islands, glens, and strotlis, eyed each other at 
a distance wdtli looks of emulation, inquiRitive curiosity, or hostile, 
malevolence ; but the most ai^toumling' part of the assembly, atleaat. 
to a Lowland ef‘r, was the rival pertonnunee of the btxgpipers. These 
warlike minstrel^ who had the highest opinion, each, w the supe- 
riority of his ow»' *«iba ioiucd to the most overweeuii^ idea of the 
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coimected wUh Sts prdTession/ at first peifonned tlieir 
UpMnioilB pibrocfaa iu front each of his own clan. At lengthy however, 
as flue blaek-KSOcks towe^ds the end of the season, Vhen, in sports- 
mm*n language, they are said to dodc or crovi^, attracted together 
Iqr the sounds each other's Mnmjpliattt cr6w,even so did the pipers, 
rirel&ug Aw plaids and tartans in the s^e triuiirphant manner in 
which TO birds ruffle up ihdr feathetSs* beriu to approach each other 
within such distance as might give to their bre^ien a sample of their 
fidciU. Walking within a nk&rt interval, ’'and eyeing each other with 
looks in whidi aelfHimpoTtaiKie and dedanbe might be traced, tiiey 
strutted, nuiFed, and plied their screaming instnnnents, each playing 
his own m;Vouritc tune with wdi a din, that if an Italian musician 
hfid Idn bhried within TO ffliles of them> he must have risen from 
the dead to run out of hearing. 

Tlio Obieftains meaniVhilc^had aTOm in close conclave in the 
great hall of the castle. Among were the persons of tlie gi*eat- 
e«t consequence in the Bigldands, some of them attracted by zeal for 
TO royal cause, and many by^^^don to that severe and general 
dmniuatiou which the Marqms of Argyle, since his rising to such 
indnenCe in the state, had exercised aver his Hi^land neighbours. 
That statesman, indeed, though possessed of considerable abilities, 
and great power, had fallings, which rendered him unpopular among 
the Highland chiefs. The devotion which he professed was of a 
morose and fanatical cliaractei*^ liis ambition appeared to be insa- 
tiable, and inferior chiefs complained of his want of bounty and libe- 
Fidity. Add to this, that although a Highlander, and of a family dis- 
tinguished for valour before and since, Gillespie Gmmacli' (which, 
fi’om an obliquity in hfc* eyes, was the personal distinction he bore in 
the Highlands, where tatles Of rank are unknown) was suspected of 
being a better man in the cabinet than in the field. He and his tribe 
were particularly obnoxious to the McDonalds and the McLeans, two 
numerous septsj who, though disunited by ancient feuds, ngi’eed in 
an intense dishke to the Campbells, or, as they were caued, the 
Children of Diarmid. 

, • For some time the assembled Chiefs remained silent, until ftojiic 
One^iould open the business of tlie meeting. At length one of uie 
jnost powertulof them commenced the diet by sayiiig~‘‘ We have 
been summoned hither, M'Aulay, to consult of weighty matters con- 
fcCming the King’s affairs, and those of the state ; and we crave to 
know by whom they are to be explained to us ? ” 

M‘Aulay, whose strength did not lie in oratory, intimated his wish 
that Lord Menteith should open the business of the council. With 
grpat modesty, and at the sametiime with spirit, that young lord said, 
^ kii^w^&hed what he was about to propose bad come from some per- 
known and more established character. Since, however, 
it him to be spokesman, he had to state to the Chi^s assem- 

tliOT those who wished to throw off the base yoke which fana- 
“tjeism had endeavoured to wreath round their necks, had not a 
“•'meat to lose. The Covenanters," he said, after having twice 
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made war upon their. sovermgHy and, havi^. extorted ^'Om him evi^ 
reque^it, reasonable or dnreaeonable, whiw tibey proper ta 

demand ~~ after their efajefa lmd^^n ^ d^tiea and ^ 

vQfurs~4ifter haying publiejy declared^ when his.l^*e^, after a 
clous visit to the ted of his natiYity, was upc«i his m^tiim to En^tedy. 
that he returned a tetdhlMki% :&4»n a 
all this, andwithout evehj^ie 3>mext for a iiatioiiid 
same men have, upon dodbts dm au^icious, equally diah^oiiour^le 
to the Kin^, and groundless in themselves^ detSched a skoi^, anny 
to fissist his rebels in England, hi a'fpaiTel with which Scotland tel 
no more to do than she has with the wairs m Germany. It Vras well,"' 
he said, “ that the eagerness with which this treasonable purpose was, 
pursued, had blinde<r the junta who now usurped the government of 
Scotland to the risk Wliiclithby were about to meitr« The ainny which 
they liad despatched to Eitgland under idd Leven enmprenended 
then* veteran soldiers, the strength of those armies which had been 

levied in Scotland during tlie two former wars ** 

Here Captain Balgetty endeavour^ to rise, for the purpose ot 
explaining now many veteran ofteersi trained in the German wars, 
were, to his certain knowledge, in the army of the Earl of Leven. 
ButvAllan M'Aulay, holding him down in ms seat with one hand, 
pressed the fore-huger of the other upon his own 1ms, and, though 
with some difficulty^ prevented his interfermice. Captain jDalgettr 
looked upon liim with a very sccu^nful and indignant air, by whieu 
the other's gravity was in no way moved, and Eord Menteith pro- 
ceeded without farther interruption. , 

“ The moment," he said, was most favourable for all true- 
licartcd and loyal Scotsmen to shew, that the reproadi their country 
liad lately undergone arose from the selhsh ambition of a few turbu^* 
lent and seditious men, joined to tlie absurd fauatieism'^ which, dis- 
seminated from hve hundred pulpits, had spread like a land-fiood 
over the Xiowlauds of Scotland. He had letters &om the Marquis of 
Hiintly nortli, which he sliauld shew to the Chiefs separately. 
That nobleman, equally loyal and powerful, was determined to ex^ . 
liis utmost energy in the common cause, and the powerful Ead of 
Scoforth was prepared to join the same -standard. From the Eafl oi' 
Airly, and the Chivies in Angus-shii’e, he had had communications ^ 
equally decided ; and there was no doubt that these, who, with the 
Hays, Leiths, Burncts, and other loyal gentlemen, would be soon on 
horseback, would form a body far more than sufficient to. oveiuwe 
the northern Covenanters, who had already experienced their valour 
in the well-known rout which was poputely termed die Trot of Tariff. 
South of Forth and Tay," he said, " the King had many friends, who, 
oppressed by enforced oaths, compulsory levies, heavy taxes, unjustly 
imposed and unequally levied, by the tyranny of the Committee of 
Estates, and the inquisitorial insoteee of the Presbyterian divtes, 
waited l)ut the waving of the royal banner to take up arms. Dougte 
Traquair, Roxburgh, Hume, aU Mendly to the royal cause, would 
counterbalance," he said, “ the Coveuantihg interest in the south : 
and two gentlemen, of name and quality, here present, from the north 
of England, would answer for the zeal of Cumberland, Westmore* 
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AUd Noiilhumberlftiui. A^nmi ao manv gallmit gentlemen the 
Mpi^rn Covenauters could but am raw leTiea ; the Whiffamorea m 
laid the nlonghmen and mechonica of thcLojt- 
For the West tligulanas^ he knew no interest which m 
iDtera possessed there, except that of one individual, as well 
i as he was odious. But was there a aingid man, who, on cast- 
ing his eye round this hall, and recogniaing tlie power, the gallautrr, 
earn the dignity of the chiefs assembled, could entertain a Tnomeut s 
dbubt of their success . egmiist, the utmost force which Gillespie 
> Grumaeh ccmld collect against them ? He had ouly farther to add, 
' that considerable funds,, noth' df money and ammunition, had been 
provided for the (Here Halgetty priek^ up his cars) — 


" that ofecers of atulny and ejmerieiice in^tae foreign wars, one of 
whom was now present^” "(the Captmn drew himself tip, and looked 
round,) “ liad. engaged to train aueli levies as might require to be 
disciplined;-^ and that a numerous bo^ of auxiliary forces from 
Ireland, baving been detached from thehlaTl of Antrim, from ‘Ulster, 
had successfully accomplisbed their descent upon the main land, and, 
with the asaistiuice of ClanranaM’s people, having taken and fortified 
the Castle of Mingany, in spite or Argyle’s attempts to intercept 
them, were infuirmarch to, thisjslace of rendezvous. It only re- 
xnidued,’’ Ire said, that the noble Cliiefe assembled, laying aside every 
lesser consideration, should unite, heart and hand, in the common 
causei send, the fiery cross - through, their oEfins, in order to collect 
• their ^utmost foix^e, and form their junction with such celerity as to 
le^ci the,,^emy wo time, either for preparation, or recovery from 
the panic would spread at the first sound of their pibroch. He 
though neither among the tieliest nor the moat 
power® of the ©coUish nobility, felt Uiat he Imd to supT>ort the dig- 
nity of an anchmt.und honouraole house, the independence of an an- 
cient and honourable uatfon, and to that cause he was determined to 
devote both life and. fortune. If tliose who were more powerful were 
e^i^ Iy prompt, he t:^ted tlmy woUM deserve the thanks of their 

Loud applaud followed i&s spe^ of Lord Menteith, and testified 
the geneni acquiescenee of aH. present in the sentiments which he 
^ bad expressed ; but wlieu the shout had died away, the assembled 
Chiefs continued to gaze upon ^ach other as if something yet rc- 
' maincdl to be settled. After sonie whispers among tliemselves, an 
- aged man, whom his grey hairs i^udered respectable, although he 
was not of tlie lughest order of Chiefs, rcmlim to Avhat had. been 
saiA 

"Thane of Menteith" he said, you have well spoken; nor is 
titoe one of ua in whoMe bosom the same sentamehts do not burn 
like fire. But it is not strength alone that wins the fight ; it is the 

W t the commander, as well as the armW the soldier, that brings 
^ I ask of you, who is to raise and sustain tlie banner under 
we are invited to rise and muster ourselvea? Will it be ex- 


g ected that we should risk our children,^ and the flower of our kins- 
len, ere we know to whose guldanee they are to be intrust ? This 
leading those to &Iaugl^> whom, by the laws of G od and man. 
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it ift oiu: duty to pjeot^ Where hi the rcml eammisiiinit endi^ 
vBeh the liege^ areite be conToeeted in aras r iSimple and m 
ire may be deemed, we knbw somethblt of the eatabliahod fi^«8 of 
Wijtfj aa well as of the lawe of our eountry ; nor iHH we am ourselvea 
a^muet the £:enerai peace of BootJandy anlcm Igr the exptttm com- 
mauds of the Kin^, and under a leader fit to command Budi luco as 
are here assembled." 

Where would you fihd such a leader," said another Cliicf, start- 
iug up, “ saying' the representatiro of the Lord of the Isles, entitled 
by birth and hereditary desceht to forth the an ay ot tiery clan 
.01 the Highlands : and wfterc is that dignity lodged, save m the house 
of Vich lister More?” ‘ 

^‘1 acknowledge," said another Chief, eagery iutcrnipting the 
speaker, “the truth in what lias been fii'st said, but not the jnfer- 
enco. If Vich Alister More desires to be hehl represei?tative of the 
Lord of the Isles, let him first shew his blood is redder than mine*" 

“ That is soon tried," said Vich Alister More^ laying his hand upon 
the basket hilt of his claymore. Lord Meuteith fclirew ne- . 

tween them, ontreatiug and impJomg each to i*emember tliatr the 
interestd of Scotland^ the liberty of their country, and the cause of 
their liang, ought to be superior in their eyes to any personal dis- 
putes respecting descent, rank, imd precedence. Several of the 
ilighlmid Chiefs, who had no desire to admit the claims of cither 
chieftain, ijitei'fered to the same nui^ose, and none with more 
emphasis than the celebrated Evan Dhu. 

“1 have come from my lakes," he said,, ^as a stream descends 
from tlie hills, not to turn again, Imt to accomplish my course, li 
is not by looking back to our own pretensions that we shall serve 
Scotland or King Charles. My voice shaU.be for tluit general whom 
the King sliall name^ who will doubtless possess those nualities 
which are necessary to command men like us. High-born ue must 
be, or we shaJi lose, our radk in obeying him — ^wise and skilful, or 
we shall endanger the safety of our people^bravest among the 
brave, or we shidl peril our own hohour-~te!»perate, fim, and 
to keep U3 united. Such is the mim that most command us. Are 
you prepared, Thane, of Mcnteith, to say where such a general is to 
befouna?" • 

“There is ‘but. ONB," said Allan M^Aulay; **arid hero,” he said, 
laying his hand upon, the shoulder of Anderson, who stood behind 
Lord Meuteith, “ h^e he stands!" 

The general surprise of the me^mg wits expressed by an imi^tknt 
murmur : when Anderson, throwh&g bade the oloak m wl^ ms &ce 
was muffled,, and stepping forward, spoke thus did not long 
intend to be a silent spectator of this interesting scen^ although ^ 
my hasty friend has obbi^d me to discloso mysdf somewhat Boon&t 
than was my intention. ^ Whether I deserve the hcmoiir reposed ia 
me by this parchment will best from what I dial! be able to 

do for tlie King’s service. It is a oommisrion, under the gi’eat seab. ' 
to James Grtmarn* Earl of Montrose, to command tiiose fore^ 
which arn to be assembled for the service of his in this 

kingdom.” 
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iMHlBtery bostiliiliy to tbo HiirQOis of ArffjminwQd his ongnjT- 
« SI iMisrDr triHi anficion* cnorgy, ^rhile ius iteflJtatewn milju»7 
Mats, and hit tried 'nriontf aiEhrdcd crret^hi^'Of ni bmemg it to 
foroura^ eoBcliukm. 


CHAPTER Vm. 

out plot Id ai gooO m p^t as over was liad; otir fHeswW true mid ooiaitaiait : « good p*ct, 
good IHcPda, flaa fteU ofmtpeotatlOBi t an excoDcnt pUtt, very g^4 iHmids. 

Henry 


ii^g^ find jgoyemors md cornmaiidets. fit dne; it was as 

aad fuS a ddidmksian as any with which a priiice epuld intrust 

■f X A' ' ‘ ‘ Jo. X I ^ X Ji Xl-— 


Ko sooner had the general accktoation of joyibl surprise subsided, 
than silence was eageny demanded for reading the roy^ commission ; 
^nd the bonnets, which hiths^ each Chief had worn, probably be- 
oanse nnwilliw tbVhe the dr^ to uneorer, were now at once vailed 
ill honodr of royal warrant. It Was couched in the full and 
ample terms, imihoriaing^ tlie of Montrose to aesembk the sub- 

jeicis in arms, for the putting down the i^esent rebellion, which 
td^rs traitors and seditious persons had levied ag^htst the King, to 
manifest forfanlture, as it stat^, of their allegiahce, and to the 
Ibireach of the pacification between the two kingdoms. It eidoined 
.an subordinate au^orities to be obedient and assisting to Montrose 
in his enterprise; gave him the power of making ordinances and 
.proekmations, pumshing misdemeanours, pwioilkig cmninals, plae- 
idg and <hi^litbuig governors and commanders. In fine, it was as 
;|^e and full aebmmksian as any with which a prince eould intrust 
"a Snl^t. As soon as it was finished, a shout burst firom the assem- 
mod Chiefs, in testimony of ^heir ready submission to the will of 
their sovereign. Not contented with generally thanking them for a 
re^^tion so mvourable, Montrose hastened to address liimself toiudivi- 
duaS. The most importaast Chiefs had already been long personally 
Kno^ to him,bat eren tpmOse of kf^or consequence he now intro- 
duce^ himself, andbvthencquamtaiimehe displayed witli their peculiar 
'designations, md the circumstimccfs and history of» their orans, he 
>idmwed how king he must have ttiidied the charactei- of tlie liioun-" 
Jiaineers, and prepared himself for such a situation as he now held. 

? * While he was engaged in theae jacts of courtesy, his graceful 
manner, expressive features, and dignity of deportment, made a 
singular contrast with the coarseness and meiEnmess of his di^ess. 
Montrose possessed that soi’t of form mid face, in . whidi the be- 
holder, at the first glance, sees nothing extraormnairy, but of which 
the interest becomes more impres^ve the longer we gaze upon them. 
His stature was very little above the middle size, but in person he 
was uncommonly weh-built, and capable both of exerting great force, 
ai^^jg^ring much fatigue. In fact, he enjoyed a constitution of 
' Mtout which he could not have sustained the trials ^of his 
Hmaiy campaigns, through all of which he subjected himself 
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to tlic hardtilups of the meanest soldier. He was perfect iit all exer- 
cises, whether peaceful or mai*tiah and possess^ of course; that 
gleeful ease of deportment jwroper to those to whom hamt has 
pendiered all postures easy. 

flis long, biwn hiur, to the custom of men of quality 

among the Koyalists, was parteCon tiic top of his Iiead, and trailed 
to Imug .down on each side in curled loeka^ one of which, descending 
tw^o or three inches lower than the others, intimated Montrose's com- 
pliance with that fashion against which it pleased Mi* Prjnne, Uie 
j)uritan, to write a treatise, entitled, ‘‘The Unloyeliness of Lore^ 
locks." The features wMch these tresses enclosed, were of that 
kind which derive their interest ffom the character of the man, 
rather than from the regularity of tlicir form. But a high nose, a 
full, decided, well-c^ned, quick grey eye, and a sanguine com- 
plexion, made amends for some coarseness and irrcCTlarity in the 
subordinate parts of the face; so that, altogether, Montrose might 
be tennccl rather a handsome, thou a hard-featured man. But those 
w ho saw him when his soul looked through those eyes with all the 
energy and lire of genius — ^those who heardnim speak with the autlio- ' 
rity of talent, and the eloquence of nature, were imjpref^^ with an 
opinion even of his external form, more enthusiastically favourablo 
than the portraits which still survive would entitle us to ascribe to it. 
Such, at least, was the impression he.made upon the assembled Chiefe 
of the tnountaiueers, over whom, as upon all persons in their state of 
society, personal appearance has no small innuence. 

In the discussions which followed his discovering himself, Montrose 
explained the various risks which he had run in iiis present under- 
taking. His hrst attempt had been to assemble a body of loyalists 
in the north of Enghmo, who, in obedience to the orders of the 
Marquis of Newcastle, he expected would have marched into Bcot- 
liiud ; but the disinclination of the English to cross tlic Border, and 
the delay of the Earl of Antrim, wlio was to liave landed in the Solr. * 
way Firth with his Irish army, prevented his executing this design. 
Other Plans having in like manner failed, he stated that he found . 
himseli under the necessity of assuming a disguise to render hispaa* 
sage secure through the Lowlands, in which ho had been kindly 
assisted by his kinsman of Menteith. By what means Allan M‘Aulay 
had come to know him, he could not pretend to explain. Those who 
knew Allan's prophetic pretension^ smiled mysteriously ; but he him- 
self only replied, that “ the Earl of Montrose need not be surjitised 
if he was known to thousands, of whom he himself could retain no 
memory." 

“By the honouu of a cavalier," said Captain Dalgetty, finding at 
length an opporlmiity to thrust in his word, “lam proud and happy 
in having an opportunity of drawing a swoid under your lordship’s 
command; and Ido forgive all grudge, maleconteut, and malice of 
my heart, to Mr Allan M‘Aulay, for naving tliruat me down to the 
lowest seat of the board yestreen. Certes, he ha>th tMs day spok^ 
so like a man having full command of his senses, that I had resoly^ 
in my secret purpose that he was no way entitled to claim the privi- 
lege of insamty. But since I was only postponed to a noble earl 

£ 
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S jttre iKimmaiiaer4ii<chieft t do, Wfovc you all, recdgoize the ' 
i of the preS^enifte, imd heartily salute Allan as one who is to 

Uavinjir made this ^eech, which was little understood or iy>tonf]m 
without putting off his nuHtot^ glove, he Allan's hand, 

ailA ^gan to shake it with violence, which Allau> 'iidih a^gripe like a 
amitVfl vice, returned with «tK* as to drive the .iron splents ox 
the gauntlet into the hand rf the wearer. 

Captain Dalgctty might have construed tliis into a new affront, 
had not his attention, as he stood blowing and sdmking tiic injured 
member, been suddenly called bv Montrose himseff. 

" Hear this news." ho said, " Captain Dalgctty— I should say Major 
Daigetty,^the Man, who are to profit by your military experience, 
#6 now within a few leagues of tis” 

; v^WOur deer-stolkers/" said Angus M'Aulav, ^ who Were abroad to 
hxing in venison for this honourable party, nave heard of a band of 
■irtawngers, speaking neither Saxon nor pure Gaelic, and with dilfi- 
dtilty naalang themselves understood by the people of the country, 
wlm are tnarcliing this way in arms, under Hie leading, it is said, of 
Alaster M‘Dottaia, who is commonly cidled Young Colkitto." 

. “ These must be our men," said Montrose ; we must Imsfcen to send 
luesaeUgers forward, both to act as guides and to relieve tlicir want^." 

bwV' said Angus M'Aulay, ‘‘will be no easy matter; for 1 
am informed, that, excepting muskets and a very little ammunition,' 
they want every thing that soldiers should have ; and they are parti- 
ctilarly deficient in money, in shoes, and in raiment." 

Inerd is at least no use in saying so," said Montrose, “ in so loud 
a tone The puritan weavers of Glasgow shall provide them wnth 
pl^ty of brOau-cloth, when we make a descent from the lligiilands ; 
imd if the ministers could formerly preach the old woiiicii of the 
Bcottish boroughs out of their webs of napery, to make tents to the 
feuows on Dunse Law,^ I ivill try whether! liavc not a little interest 
both to make these godly dames renew their jiatriotic gifl^ and the 
prick-eared knaves, their husbands, open their purses." 

"And respecting arms,” said Captain Dalgetty, “if your lordship 
wffl permit an old cavaucr to speak his mind, bo that the onivtliird 
hAve muskets, my darling weapon would be the pike for the rcir*aiu- 
der* whether for resisting a charge of horse, or for breaking the in- 
Jhufary. A common smith will make a hundred lukc-lieada in a day ; 
here vs plenty of wood for shafts; and 1 will upliold, tliat^ accori'ng 
pb the best usages of war, a sti’ong battalion of pikes, drawn up in the 
isshiou of the Lion of the North, the immortal Gustavus, would beat 
the Macedonian phalanx, of which I useii to read m the Mareschal 
CkiUege, wheh I studied in the ancient town of Bon-accord; and 
fisher, I will venture to predicate — 

Tlie Captain's lecture upon tactics was hero suddenly interrupted 
by Allan M‘A«lay* who said, hastily, Room for an unexpected and 
unwelcome guest I " 

At the same moment, the door of the hall opened, and a grey-haired 


* Xii« CovezumterB encamped on Danse Law, duxing the troaUes of ISM. 
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of n vcr}^ stAtely nppeamiico, presented liimsfrlF to tho aiisKniib^* 
There was m^ch dignity, aud even authority, in his raannci'. ili$ 
Stainre was above the eouimon siee, and his looks such as were used 
to command. lie cast a severe, and almost stenj^ g^laace upon Uio 
iul^mbly of Oinefs. . Those of the higlior mnk amon^ them returned 
it j^h sfeornfid indifl^ but some.of the western gentlemen df 
hiferior powOn looked As if they wirfiAd-tbstfUSelves elsewhere. 

‘‘ To which of this assembly, said WstrAngrer, “am I to address 
myself as loader? or, have you not fixed upon the persOu iVllo is to 
hold an office at least as penlons ^ it is honourahlfe .?" * 

“Address yourself ti) me, Sir Dunoah Caifipbelb*^ gaid Montrofitev 
stepping? forward. , / ^ 

“To you I*’ said Sir Bunoaii Catopbell, with.soine sconi. 

“Yes,— to me,” repeated Montrose, — “to tJie Earl of Montrose, if 
you have fm’g’otten mm.” 

“I should now, at least "said SirDunciui Campbell, “ liave 
some difficult/ in reco^iiKing* him in the dis^ise or a ^room.— -And 
yet I might have guessed that no evil influence. inferior to your lord- 
ship's, distingulslied as one who troubles Israeli could have colloctm 
toffetlier this rash assembly of misguided persons/'. 

“1 will answer unto you,”. Said Siontrose, “in the manner of your 
oym Puritans. I liavO hot troubled Israeil, but ihbu and thy father's 

house But let us leave an altercation, which is of little conpequenoc 

Tiut to ourselves, aud hear the tidings you haVe brought ifom yohr 
Chief of Argyle ; for I must conclude that it is in Ms name tlmtypu 
have come to this meeting.” 

• “ It is ill the name of the Marquis of Argyle,” said Sir Bimoaii 
Oamphell,— “ in the name of the Scottish Convehtion of Estiltes, that;, 
I demand to know the meaning of this singular convocatibii. If it 
is designed to disturb the peace of the country, it were but acting 
like neighbours, and men or honour, to give us some intimation to 
stand upon our guard.” 

“ It is a siiigulai*. and new state of affiiirs in Scotland,” said Wfoii* 
trose, turning from Sir Duncan Campbell to tlie assembly, 
Scottish men of rank and family cannot meet in the house of skeom-*. 
mon friend witliout an inquisitorial visit aud demand, on the part' of 
^our rulers, to know the subject of oiir conference. Methmks our 
'ancestor^* were accustomed to hold Highland huntings, or other pur- 
poses i>f meeting, without asking the le.ave either of the great SPual- 
lum More himself, or any of his emissaries or dependents:” 

“The times have been such in Scotlaud,” answered one of the 
Western Chiefs, “ and such they will again bo, when the inti'Udera: on 
our ancient possessions are again reduced to l>e Lairds of Loehow, 
instead of overspreading us like a baud of devouring locusts.” 

“Am I to uiiuerstand, then,” said Sir Duncan, “that it is agaiiiat 
my name alone that these preparations are directed? or arc tlie tiice 
of Diarmid only to be sunei^rs in common with the whole of the 
peaceful and orderly inhabitants of Scotland ?” 

“I would ask,” said a wild-looking Chief, ‘starting hastily upj, “one 
question of the Knight of AxdenTonr, ere he proceeds farther in Ms 
oaring catechism.-^as hr brought more than one life to this 
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thal ho ventures to intrude tmoug us foi* the i)uq)o?>ca of 

\ *<i8entlemen,” mi Montrose, me implore your paticjiee ; a 
mosfiienijfor •^^ho comes among: us for the purpose of eiuhass,y, k eii- 
tiUed to ireedoxu of speech, and a safe-conduct Aud since Sir I >iiii> 
can Campbell i« so pressing, 1 care not if I inform him, for his g-uid- 
that he is in an ttsSarnWy of tiic King's loyal subjects, convoked 
by me, in Ins Majesty's name and authority, and as empowered by Ids 
Majesty's i*oy Sl commission 

We are to have, then, 1 presume,*' said Sir Duncan Campbell, “ a 
civil war in ail its forms r ihave been too long a soldier to view its 
approach with anxiety \ but it would have boon for rtry Lord of Mon- 
trose’s honour, if; in this matter, he had consulted his own ambition 
less, and the jieace of the country more." 

':;f Tliosc consulted their own ambitioii and self4tttei'est, Sir DuncaiV' 
altewered Montrose, “ who brought the country t6 the pass in which 
it now stands, and rendered necessary the shai'p remedies which wc 
are now reluctantly about to use." 

^‘Aml wliat rank among these seh-scekoTB/' said Sir Dunmn 
Campbell, shall we assign to a noUe Earl, so violently attached to 
the Covenant, that lie was the first, in 1639, to crossf the Tyne, wsiding 
middle deep, at the head of his regiment, to choa*go the r^al forces : 
It was the satnej* I think, w1m> imposed the Covenant upon Hie bur- 
gesses and colleges bi Aberdeen, at tlm point of sword and 
pike.’' 

understand your sneer, SirlHincau," said Montrose, temper- 
ately; ‘^and I .cim oidy tha^ if sincere repentance can make 
amends for youthful error, and for yielding to the artful representa- 
tion of ambitious hypocrites, I shall be pardoned foi* the crimes with 
which you taunt me. I will at least endeavour to deserve forLdvo 
ness, for I am here, with mv sword in my hand, willing to speim the 
best blood of my body to make amends for my error ; and mortul man 
can do no more.” 

" Well, my lord,” said Sir Duncan, shall be sori^ to carry buck 
thk language to the MuT(iuis of Argylc. 1 had it m farther cliargc 
from tlie Marqui^ that, to prevent the bloody feuds wlncli must ne- 
cessarily follow a Iliglilaud war, lus lord^iip will be contented if terms 
of truce could be arranged to the north of the Highland lino, os there ^ 
is ground enoimh in Scotland to.liglit upon, without neighboui*s de- 
stroying each other's families and inheritances.” 

“ It IS a iieacoful proposal,” said Montrose, smiling, “ such as it 
should be, coming from one whose personal actions have always been 
more peaceful than his measures. Yet, if the terms of suefe a truce 
could be equ^y fixed, and if we cau obtain security,— for that, Sir 
Duncan, is indispensable, — that your Marquis will observe these terms 
with strict fidelity, I, for my part, should be content to leave peace 
Sj,ehijg4,us5 since we must needs cany war before us. But, Sir Dun- 
you are too old and experienced.^ soldier for us to permit you 
j^emaiii Jn our leaguer, and witness bur proceedings ; we sliall, 
pefore.^en you have refreshed yourself, recommend your specdv 
ftiirn tn Tii v^rn.rjr rt^d ghall Send With you a gentleman on our iiart 
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to aiflljitRt tfeo terms of tho ifigWfmd anm»tice,;jii fee M^^rqnw 
shall he found torions in lo^postng^ such a mewre/' Sir IJimcon 
Campbell assented by a hpTirv ^ ; : ^ 

Lm*d 6f b^S0Ifiteitly'^e0Utintied Molltr6sev have the 

goodness to attend Sir I>n&caQ jPawheil of Ardeiivo^^^ while we 

' hfa& te his i^ef? M'Anlay will per 
lait us to r^u^t that be he cntertemed with suitable hospitality/' 

^ I will ^ve orders for that^’’ said Allan M^Auiay, rising ami coming 
forward. I lore SitBimean Campbell; Wo have been joint sufferers 
in former d^ and 1 do not forget it now.'* 

My liord of Menteith,” said Sir Dimcan Campbell, ^ I am grieved 
to see you, at yourearjy age, engaged in such desperate and rebellious 
courses.” . > 


“lam young,” aniswcred Meuteith, “yet old enough to diatinguisli . 
between right and wi'ong, between loyalty and rebellion; ana the 
sooner a good ^sourse is begun, the longer imd the better liave I a 
chance ofrunidng it” ; 

And you too, my friend, Allan M^Aulay,” said Sir Duncan, taking • 
his hand^ ^^must we also call each other eneoiies, that have been so 
often allied against a common foe?” Then turning round to tlie 
meeting, he said, “ Farewell, gentlemen ; there are so many of you 
to whom I wi^h weB, that your rejection of terms of mediation 
gives me deep-^iction. May Heaven,” looki^ upward^ 

“judge between our motive^ and those of tbo movers of this civil 
coraraotion!” . 


“Amen,” said Montrose ; "to that tribunal We all submit us." 

^ir Duncan Campbell left the hall; accompanied by Allan M^Aulay 
and Lord Menteitli. “ There goes a true-bred Campbell,” said Mon- 
trose, as the envoy departed, “ for tliey are ever fair and talse.” 

“Pardon me, my lord,” said Evan Dim; “ hereditary enemy as 1 
am to their name, I have ever found the Knight of Ardeuvohr bravo 
in w'ar, honest in peace, and true in council.” 

Of bis own disposition,” said Montrose, “ such he is undoubtedly ; 
but lie now acts as the organ or month-piece of his Chief, the Mar- 
qiiis, the falsest man that ever drew breath. And, M'Aplay,” he cou- 
tiimed in a whisper to his host, “lest he should make some impression 
jtipon the inexperience of Menteith, or the singular disposition of your 
brother, you had better send music into their chamber, to iirevent bis 
inveiffling them into any private conference.” 

“ The devil a musician have I,” answered M‘Aulay, “ excepting the 
piper, who lias nearly broke his wind by an ambitions contention for 
superiority with throe of his own emft; but I can send Annot Lyle 
aiid^ her harp.” And ho left the apartment to givo^ders accord- 

Meanwhile a warm discussion took place, who should underttikc 
the perilous task of returning with Sir Duncan to luverary. To tb^; 
higher dignitaries, accustomed to consider themselves upon an e<iutt^ 
lity even with M‘Callum More, this was an office not to be proposed; 
unto others who could not plead the same excuse, it was altogether 
uimoceptablc. One would have thought Inverary had been the 
Valley of the Sliadow of Doatlu the inferior chiefs shewed such re- 
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ItilSlIkiHse to approach H. After a coo^^idorahle hosJtation, the plaia 
i^ason was at leogth spoken onl, nnniely, that whatever Highlaiider 
ifliottW tuidertako an office so distasteful to M‘OaBum More, he vrould 
he sure to treasure the offence in Ids icmeiphraiice, and one day of 
^Ijier to make him bitteily repent of it, 

Jn this dilemma, Monj^oscit irho considered the proposed amifetieo 
as a njcre stratagem on the part of Aiftylon although ^ had not ven- 
WunUy to reject it in presenoe of ^(m whom il coneei'uod so 
nearly, resolved to imposo the danger Cfiptdn 

Palgetty, >vho had neithin* cUn nor oStdie in tha.llighknds upon 
which t% nrratli of Argylc could wreak itself. ^ r 
‘‘ But I.harve a peek thoughi^ Said h^untly i and what if 

he chooses to avenge liirnst^ upon tiiat r 1 mivo khowna case where 
aii btniourable ainhaasadar has been hanged na a spy before now. 
v^lfdther did the Ilomans use ambassadora much more mercifully 
the sieg^^ although I rcail that they only cut off their 

^ii^ds ana noses, put out tlicir eyes, and suffered them to depai*t. in 

By my honour, Captain I>algeity,” said Montrose, "should the 
Marquis, contrary to the rtUes or war, dare to practise any atroeHy 
agairjst you, you may depend upon my taking such signal vengeanOe 
that all SeolJantl shall ring of it»" 

Tiuit will do hut little for Dalgetty.”. returned the Captain ; ^‘but, 
corrf\g‘io ! as the Spaniard says. With the Laud oiPromiso full Jn 
wiew, the Moor of Drumthwacket, meapaupera regna^ as we iMiid at 
Mareschal College, I will not reftiae your Exoelleiicy^s commission, 
being conscious it becomes a cavpjier of honour to obey Im com- 
mander's ordei’s, in defiauee both of gibbet imd sword.'' 

Gallantly resolved,” said Montrose ; ‘^and if you will come apart 
with me, 1 will furnish you with the conditions to be laid before 
M^Callum More, upon which wc arc willing to grant him a truce for 
. his Highland dominions,” 

With these we need not trouble our readers. Th^ were of an 
■ evasive nature, calculated to meet a proposal which Montrose con- 
; sideyed to have been made only for the purpose of gaining time. 
.-When he hatl nut Captain DaJgetty in complete possession of his 
testructions, and when tliat worthy^ making his military obeisance, 
Was iiea-r the door of his apartment, Montrose made him a sign to 
-vyseturn. . ■ ■ ^ 

I presume,” said he, ‘‘ 1 need not remind an officer >wlio lias 
. smed mider the great Qustavus, that a little more is required of a 
p^son sent with a flag of truce than mere discharge of his iustruc- 
, tibns, and that his general will expect from him, on hia return, some 
, acoount of the state of the enemy's affairs, as far as they come under 
his abs^ution. In short, Captain Dalgetty, you must be unpeu 
otait^pomnV* 

‘‘Ah ha I your Excellency, ” said the Captain, twisting his hard 
features into ap inimitable expression of cunnh^ and intelligence, 
“ if tliey do not pqt my head in a poke, which I have known j)rac- 
tfaed upon honourable soldados who have been suspected to come 
upon such eiTands as the present, your Excellency may rely on a 
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pweeso narration of wivitevor J>ugaW BaJgctty shfOI hear or m, 
wera it even bow mntiy turns of tune thwo are m M*OaUttm More*^ 
pibrochj or how many checks in the sett of his plaid and trews ” 

** Enough/' answered Montrose ; ^ faawelli OaptajnDalgetty; and 
as they say that a lady's mind is sdways expressed in her pos&cript, 
so 1 would have you think that the most imnortant psart of your 
commission lie9 }a what I have last said to»»you. 

Dalgetty onae ^lore nrinned intelligence* and wiftdrew to vietual 
his charger andhnnself, for the fatigues of his approachiii^ mission. 

At t)ic dour of the stable, — for CtustaAms mways claimed ids 
firbt care,-4io met Angus M^Aulay and Sir Miles Musgrav^ who 
had heon looking at Ins horse ; and, after praising his points and 
can Inge, both united In strongly dissuading the Captain from taking 
an atmnal of such value with uim upon his present very fatiguing 
journey. 

Angus painted in Uie most alarming colours the roads, or 
Wild tracks, by wliich it would he necessary for him to travel' 
Argylesluro, and the wretched huts or bothies where be would kc 
eohaemnedto pass the night, aud whei^e no forage could be prq^ 

, cured for his horse, unless lie could eat the stunina of old heather. 
In short, he pronounced it absolutely irapossihle, that, after under- 
taking such a pilgTimage, the animal comd be in any case for mfli- 
tavy service. The , Englishman strongly conftrmed all that Angus 
had said, and gave himself, body and soul, to the devil, if he thought 
it was not an act little short of absolute murder to cany a horse 
worth a farthing into such a waste and inhospitable desert. Ckiptain 
Dalgetty for an instant looked steadily, first at one of tlie gentlemen 
and next at the other, and then asked them, as if in a state of in^ 
decision, wlivit they would advise him to do with Qustavus under 
such circumstances; 

By the hand of my father, my dear fvimid,” answered M^Aulay* 
** if you leave the beast in my keeping, you mav rely on his being 
fed and sorted accordin;^ to his worth and quality, and that upon 
Your happy return, you will find him as sleek ns an onion boilea in 
butter.'^ 

“ Or/' snid Sir Miles Musgrave, *^if this worthy cavalier chooses 
to part with his charger for a reasonable sum, I nave some part 
the silver candlesticks still dancing the hoys in my purse, which I 
sludl be very willing fo transfei* to his," 

IU|brief^ mine honourable friqndfl," said Captain Dalgetty, again 
eyeing them both with an air of comic penetration, “ I nod it would 
not be altogether unacceptable to mther of you, to have some token 
to remember the old soldier by, in case it shall please M^Callum 
More to bang him up at the gate of his own castle. And doubtless 
it would be no small satisfaction to ine, in such an event, that a 
noble and loyal cavalier like Sir Miles Mus^ave, or a worthy and 
hospitable chieftain like our excellent landlord, should act as my 
oxcculor." 

Both hastene d to protest that they had no such object, and insisted 
again upon the impassable character of the Highland x>aths. Angus. 
IVvAulay mnniblod over a number of bard Gaelic names, descripuy^; 



of the difficult passes, precipices, corries, and beals, tlirou^h which 
he said the road lay to Interary, when old Donald, who had now 
entered, sanctioned liis master^s account of these difficulties, hy hold- 
ipg up ms haiids, and eleratin^ his eyes, and shaldnff his head, at 
eir«^ ^ttural which hrAuiay pronounced. But aU this did not move 
‘the ibnexible Oaptain. 

. " My worthy friends,’^ is^d he, Gustavus is not new to the dangers 
of trovelliuff, and the mountains of Bohemia ; and (no disparaffemont 
to the beals and corries Mr Andrus is pleased to mention, and (>f 
srhidi Sir Miles, who never saw wiem, confirms the horrors,) those 
mountains may compete with the vilest roads in Europe. In fact, 
my horse hath a most excellent iind social quality; for although he 
canUot pledge in my cup, yet we share our loaf hetween ua, and it 
wS be nardi if lie suffers famine where cakes or bannocks arc to be 
fO^d. And, to cut this matter short, I beseech you, my good friends, 
toibbserve the state of Sir Duncan Campbeirs palfrey, which stands 
iu.^^at stall before us, fat and fair ; and, in return for your anxiety 
©h my account, I give you my honest asseveration, that while we 
ItmTi^the same road, both that palfrey and his lider shall lack for 
food before cither Gustams or I.” 

Having said this, he filled a large measure W’ith corn, and walked 
up with it to his charger, who, by his low whinnying neigh, his 
pricked ears, and his pawing, shewed how close the alliance was 
netwixt him and his rider. Nor did he taste his corfi until ho liad 
returned bis master’s caresses, by licking liis hands and face. After 
this interchange of gi*eeting, the* steed began to liis provender with 
an eager despatch, which shewed old military habits ; and the master, 
after looking on the animal with great complacency for about five 
minutes, said— ‘'Much good may it do your honest heart, Gustavus ; 
now must I go and lav m provant myself for the campaign.” 

He then departed, having first saluted the Englishman and Angus 
M'Aulay, who remained looking at each other for some time in 
alienee, and then burst out into a fit of laughter. 

, ‘‘ That fellow,” said Sir Miles Miisgravc, is formed to go through 
the world.” 

shall think so too,” said M'Aulay, “if he can slip through 
|M‘C)allam More’s fingers as easily as he has done througli ours.” 

*‘Do you think,” said the Englishman, “ that the Marquis will not 
respect, in Captain Dalgetty’s person, the laws of civilized war?” 

. ^^No more than I would respect a Lowland j)roclaraatio%” saitl 
Angus M‘Aulay, — “ But come along, it is time I were returning to 
rmy guests.” 
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. In a rebellion, 

When whftt's not meet, but what must be* was law, 

Then were they ehosen ; in a better iiour, 

Let what Is meet bo said It must bo meet, 

And throw their power 1' the dnst. 

Voi^hlmm. 

In a small apartment, remote from the rest of the gfuests assein-^ 
hied at the castle, Sir Duncan Campbell was presented with every 
species of refreshment, and respectfully attended hy Lord MenteitU, 
jiiid by Allan M*Aulay. His discourse with tlic latter turned upon; a 
sort of liuntin.ij: campai^ in wliich they had been enijaffed together 
against the CJiildren of t]^ Jtist, with wliom tJie Knight of Arden- 
volir, as well as the M^AiiM^had a deadly and irreconcilable feud, 
Sir Duncan, however, s]^ij^ffiy endeavoured to lead back thereon-' 
versation to the subject irf liis present ciTaiid to the castle of Daru- 
linvarach. 

“ It grieved him to the very heai*t.” he said, to see thaf friends 
and neighbours, who should stand shouldei* to shoulder, were likely 
to be engaged hand to hand in a cause which so little concerned 
them. What signifies iiy* he said, “ to the Highland Chiefs, whether' 
•King or Parlianient got uppermost? Were it not better to let them 
settle their own dilFercnces without inteiference, while tlie Chiefs, ih 
tlic meantime, too^ the opportunity of establishing their own autho- 
rity in a manner not to be called in question hereafter by either King 
or Parliament?'' He reminded Allan M^Aulay that the measures 
taken in the last reign to settle the peace, as was alleged, of the 
Higlilaiids, were in fact levelled at the patriarchal power of tlio“ 
Chieftains; and he mentioned the celebrated settlement of the Fife 
Undertakers, as they were called, in the Lewis, as pai’t of a deli- 
berate plan, formed to introduce strangers among the Celtic tribes,-' 
to destroy by degrees their ancient customs and mode of government, , 
and to despoil them of the inheritance of tlieir fatliers.* And yet,'’ . 
he continued, addressing Allan, is for the purpose of giving 
'despotic authority to the moiuircli by whom tliese designs have been 
nursed, tliat so many Highland Chiefs are upon the point of qiuirrel- 
ing with^and drawing tlie sword agtiiust, their neighbours, allies, 
and ancient confederates.” 

“ It is to my brother,” said AUau, it is to the eldest son of my fa- 
tiler's house, that the Knight of Ardeuvohr must address these re- 
monstrances. I am, indeed, the brother of Angus; but in being 

1 111 the rtiifii of J;iinos VI., an attempt of rather au cxtraordinaiy klacl was 
civil i 7.0 the extreme northern part of tfie Hebridean Archipelago. That iiionarcli granted 
tlie property or the Ishina of Lewes, as If It had been an unknown and savage country, 
ton nmnhor or LowUiul gontlcmen, called undertakers, chiefly natives of the Shite of 
Lite, that Uicy might colonizo and settle there. The onterprlso was at first succe^siVh 
!n;t tlienative-softhc Island, MAcLcodfiwid MacKenzics, rose ou tlie IiOAvhind tidten- 
turers, and put most of them to the sword. ^ 
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BOi l.aan 6nly the fir^tof his clarnsmen^ and bound to shew au ex- 
ample to the others by my cheerful and ready obedience to his com- 
, . mauds.” 

y u cause also,” said Lord Menteith, interposing, ‘‘is far more 
ffeueral than Sir Duncau Campbell seems to suppose it. It is neither 
limited to Saxon nor to Gael, to mountain nor to strath, to I%h- 
lands nor to Lowlands.^ The question is, if we will continue to be 
governed by tlie unlimited authority assumed by a set of persons in 
no respect superior to puradves, li)stcad of returning to the natural 
goverument of the Prince against whom they have rebelled. And 
respectin^he interest of the Highlands in porticulaiV' he added, “I 
crave SirTiuncan Campbell’s pardon ior my plaimiess ; but it seems 
very clear to me, that the only odect produced by the present usur- 
pation, will be the aggrandisement of one overgrown elan at the ex- 
pose of every independent Chief in the Highlands.” 

" I win not rejdy to you, my lord,” said Sir Duncan CampbelJ, 
“ because I knovy yom' prejudices^ and from whom they are bor- 
rowed ; yet you will pardon my saying, that being at the head of the 
rival branch of the House of Graham,! have both read of and known 
an Earl of Menteitli, who would have disdained to have been tutored 
in polities, or to have been commauded in woi*, by an Earl of Mon-, 
trose.” 

‘‘You will find it in vain, Sii* Duncan,” said Lord Menteith, 
Imghtily, “ to set ray vanitj in arms against my principles. The 
•Kiog grave my ancestors then* title and rank 5 and meso snail never 
prevent my acting, in the royal cause, under any one who is better 
qualified than niysclf to be a commander-in-chief. Least of all, shall 
any miserable iealousy prevent me fi’om placing iny liand and sword 
under the guidance of the bravest, the most loyal," the most heroic 
spuit among our Scottish nobility.” 

“ Pity ” said Sir Duncan Oainpbell, “ tliat you cannot add to his 
panegyric the farther epithets 01 the most steady, and the most con- 
sistent. But I have no purpose of debating these points with you, 
my lord,” waving his hand, as if to avoid farther discussion ; “ tlie 
die IS cast with you ; allow me ^euly to express my sorrow for the 
disastrous fate to which Angus M‘Aiuay'3 natural nisliness, and your 
lordship’s influence, are dragging my gallant friend Allan Imre, with 
liLs father s clan, and many anrave nuiu besides.” 

“ The die is cast for us all, Sh* Duncan,” replied Allan, looking 
gjocmiy, and arguing on his own hypochondriac feelings ; “ibe iron 
hand of destiny branded our fate upon our forehead long ere we 
could form a wish, or i-aise a finger in our own belwdf. Were this 
otherwise, , by what means does the Beer ascertain the future from 
.shadowy presages which haunt his waking and Ins sleeping eye ? 
foreseen but that which is certain to happen.” 

Bif Duncau Campbell was about to reply, and the darkest and 
most contested point of metaphysics miglit nave been hmuglit into 
^scupion betwixt two Higldand disputants, when the door opened, 
and Aunot Lylo, with lier clairslmch lu her hand, cntereil the a]>art- 
ment. I'lie freedom of a Iligliland maiden was in her step and in 
,;|fer eye; for, bred up in the closest intimacy with tlie i.ainl of 
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M^Aulay and his brother, iWih Lord Menteith, and oilier youn^ 
men who frequented Oarnlinvarach, she possessed none of that 
timidity which a female, educated chiefly among her own sex, would 
either have felt, or thought necessary to assume, on an occasion like 
the present. 

Iler dress partook of the antique, for new fashions seldom pene- 
trated into the Highlands, nor would they easily have found their 
way to a castle inhabited chiefly by men, whoso sole occupation was 
war and the chase. Yet AnnoPs garments were not only hccoming, 
but even rich. Her open iocket, with a high collar, was composed 
of blue cloth, richly embroiaered, and had silver clasps to fasten, when 
it pleased the wearer. Its sleeves, which were wide, came no lower 
than tlie elbow, and terminated in a golden fringe ; under this upper 
<^oat, if it can be so termed, she wore an under dress of blue satin, 
also richly embroidered, but >vjiieh was several shades lighter in 
colour than the upper garniei#. The petticoat was formed of tartan 
silk, in the set, or pattern, of which the colour of blue greatly predo- 
minated, so as to remove the tawdry cflect too frequently produced 
in tartan, by the mixture ajid strong opposition of colours. An an- 
tique silver chain hung round her neck, and supported the wrests or 
key, with which she tuned her instrument. A small rufl* rose above 
her collar, and was secured by a brooch of some value, an old keep-, 
sake of Lord Menteith. Her profusion of light hair almost hid her 
laughing eyes, while, with a smile and a blush, she mentioned that 
she Juid"M‘Aulay’s directions to ask them if they chose music. Sir 
Duncan Campbell gazed with considerable surprise and interest at 
the lovely apparition, which thus iutemiptcd his debate with Allan 
M^Aulay. 

Can tins,” he said to him in a whisper, " a creature so beautiful 
and so elegant, be a domestic miLsiciaii of your brother’s establish- 
ment?” 

-By no TiK'ans,” answered Allan, hastily, j*et with some hesi- 
tation ; “ she is n a—near relation of our iamily — and treated,” 

he added, more firiiil}", as an adopted daughter of our father's, 
house.” * 

As he spoke thus, he ai'ose from his seat, and with tluit air of; 
courtesy wiiidi every Highlander can assume when it suits him to 
practise it, he resigned it to Annot, and offered to her, at the same 
time, whatever refreshmeuts the table affordetl, with an assiduity 
which was probably designed to give Sir Duncan an iia})ressiQn of 
her rank and consequence. If such was Allan's purpose, however, 
it was unnecessary. Sir Duncmi kept his eyes fixed upon Annot 
with an expression of much deeper interest than could liayc arisen 
from fiiiy impression that she was a person of consequence. Annot 
evcii felt embarrassed under the old knight's steady gaze; and it was ■ 
not without cousiderable hesitation, that, tuning her instrument, and 
receiving an assenting look from Loyd .Menteith and Allan, she cxe^ 
cutiid tlie hjllowing biUlad, which oui* friend, Mr Secimdiis MThetson, 
wlio.se goodness we luul before to acknowledge, has thus tx'anslated 
into the liliiglish tongue 
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THE ORPIIAK MAID. 


Kovembor'ii liail-cloml diifls auay, 
Movembor’s suttbeamwan 
2<()Oks coldljr on the caitlc RrM”, 

When forth comes Lady A nuo. 

Tlte orphan b}r,tho oak was sot. 

Her arms, her fbet« wore bare, 

Tho hail-drops had not mcHed j-et, . 

Amid her raven hair, 

** And, I>aino,*’ she said, “by all the tics 
That child and mother know, 

Aid one who never kue^v these }oys, 

Aellcve an orphan's w'&** 

The lady said, “ An on^han's state 
Is liarcl and sad to bear; 

Yet worse tho widow’d mother's fiitc, 

Who mourns both lord and heir. 

** Twelve times the rolling j'eor has sued, 
Since, when from vengeance wild 
Of fle rcc StratlialUm’s Chief I fled, 

Jj'orth’s eddies whelm’d my child.” 

“ Twelve times tho year Its course has home/' 
The wandering maid replied, 

“ Since flsheis on St Bridget's morn 
Drew nets on Campsio slda 

“ Bt Bridget sent no scaly spoil, 

An infant, well-nlgli dead, 

Tbey saved, and rear’d in.w^ant and loll. 

To beg from you her broad.” 

That orphan maid the Wy kiss’d.- 
“ My hoshand’s looks you bear; 

Bt Bridget and her morn bo bloss’d 
You are. his widow’s heir.” 

They’ve robed iltaf maid so poor and pnlo. 
In silk and sandals raro; 

And pearls, for drojw of frozen liatl, 

Arc glisUiiIngiu her hull’. ‘ 


s Tho admirers of pure CcllU antlijiilty, notwithstanding the elegance of the .al>ove 
Iraiislation, may be desirous to see a literal version fr om the orlglnnl Clnolic, whi< h 
therefore subjoin ; and have only to add, that the oiiglnnl is deposited witli Air Jedediuh 
Cloishl)Othain. 

Litkhal Translation, 

The hall-blast had drilXcd away upon the wings of the gale of autumn. Tlie sim loolced 
*ram between the clouds, pale as the woimdwi hero who roars bis head iecbly c»ii the 
heath when the roar of batl Ic hath passed over biin. 
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WIn'Io the proceeded, Lord Mcnteitli obricrved, with some 
surprise, that it appeared V> produce a much deeper effect upou the 
iiiiiKl of Sir Dimcaa Campbell, than he could possibly have antici- 
pated from his age and character. He well knew that the Iligh- 
Jiiudcrs of that period ])ossessed a much greater sensibility both for 
tale and song than w-as found amojiig their Low'land neighbours ; but 
even this, he thought^ hardly iiccOimted for the embarrassment with 
which the old man withdrew his eyes from the songstress, as if un- 
willuig to sutler them to rest on an object so interesting. Still loss 
was it to be expected, that features which caressed pride, stei-n 
common sense, and the austere liabit ef authority, should have been 
so much agitated by so trivial a circumstance. As the Chief's brow 
became clouded, he drooped his large sliaggy grey eyebrows until 
they almost concealed his eyes, on the lids of which something like a 
tear might be seen to gliste* He remained silent and fixed in the 
same posture for a minute or two, after the last note had ccjised to , 
vibrate. He then raised his head, and having looked at Amiot Lyle,, 
as if i)urposing to speak to her, he as suddenly changed tliat purpose, 
and was about to address Allan, when the door oi>eued, and the Lord 
of the Castle made his appearance. 


Fiiiclo, the liAtTy of the Castle, caino forth to soc her nuudctis pass to tlio herds ■with ^ 
Uu'lr 

TlKirc sat an orphan maiden Ijeueatli the old oak-tree of appointment. The withered 
leaves fell around her, ami her heart was moro w’itUered Winn tliey. 

'i’lic parent of the lee [poetically taken for the frost] still ronjfealcd the hail-drops hi ' 
lier hair ; they waiv. like the specks of white aslies* on the twisted boughs of the blackened 
and haLf-cousumed ouk that blazes in the hall. 

And the nudden said, ‘Give mo comfort, Lady, I um an orphan child.” And the 
J.ady replied, ‘‘ How can I give that which I have not ? I am the widow of u slain lord, 

— t he. mother of a perished child. AVIicn T fled in my fcar from the vengeance of my hus- 
li md’s foe, onr bark was overwhelmed in the tide, and my infant perished. Tills was on .St 
Jhidi^bt’s morn, near the strong hyiia of Campsie. May ill luck light iiiwn the day,” And 
the maiden anstveved, “It 'was on St Wridgct’s morn, and twelve harvests before this 
lime, that tho llsUermcu of Campsdc drew in their nets neither grilse nor salmon, hut an 
inrant lialf dead, 'who hath since lived In misery, and must die, miless she is now aided.” 
And the Lady answered, “Bleasod be St Uridget and her morn, fur these arc the dark 
eyes and the falcon look of iny slain lord ; and tUinc shall be Uio Inlicritauco of tUs ' 
widow.” And slio called for her w'aiting attendants, and she. bade tiiem cloUic Uiat 
, maiden in silk, and in sumitc ; and llio pearls which they wove among her black tresaef, 
w^crc wljitcr than tlic frozen liull-di’ops. 


» Miik^paiii. 
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CIIAPIER X. 

J>aj& bn thoir JoUrtwy ibui^ the 
Wild verc tlifl hlHit, and ^onbtiUl the why j 
j^re daYht more gloomy, ai^ more douhttUl, shelv'd 
The manalon whl<di fp^iy&d ihtfm fi'om ^leroati. 

The3^vetterstaJ&(Knance. 

Anous M^AiTLAt WAS chktged with a message which he seemed to 
. l%id some difficulty iu. communicating; for it was not till after he had 
Wmed his speech seYeral different ways, iazncl blundered tJiem all, 
that he succeeded iu letting Sir ]>uncau Campbell knew that the 
cataMcr wbp was to accompany him was waiting iu readiness, and 
all was prepared for his return to luTerarv. Sir Duncaii Oaiup- 
|jSp rose up very indignantly : the affront which this message implied 
plll^iat^ driving out of Ins recollection the sensibility which had 
ffiS hWatened by the music, \ 

*‘I little expected this*” he said, looking indignantly at Angus 
M^Aulay. i little thought that there was a Chief in the West High- 
lauds, who, at the pleasure of a Saxon, would have bid the Knight 
of Ardenvohr leave liis castle, when the sun was declining fVom the 
meridian, and ere the second cup liad been filled. But farewcU, sir, 
tile food of a churl does not satisfy the appetite ; when 1 next revisit 
®amlinvaracli, it shall be with a naked sword in one hand, and a fire- 
btund ill the other . 

And if you come,” said Aiigufe, “ 1 pledge myself to meet you 
. fairly, though you brought five hundred Camphells at your hackj.and 
to iamird you and them s^h ertti^^inment, that you shall not a4‘ain 
complain of the hospitallifcy of Darnlinvarach.” 

^ “ Threatened men,” said Sir Duncan, “ live long. Your turn for 

'^sebnading, Laird of M*Aulay, is too well known, that men of honour 
should regard your vaunts. To you, my lord, and to Allan, who have 
Supplied the place of my churlish host, I leave my thanks. And to 
jfUu, pretty mistress,” ne said, addressing Annot Lyle, " this little 
itoken, for having opened a fountain whidi hath been dry for many 
a year.” So saying, he left the apartment, and commanded his at- 
tendants to be summoned. Angus M'Aulay, equally embarrassed 
andjfllll^ised at the charge of iiiEospitality, which ivas the greatest 
pq^^Haffront to a Higlilander, did not follow Sir Diinoan to the 
coSpPwd^ where, mounting his palfrey, which was in readiness, fol- 
lowed by BIX mounted attendants, and accompanied by the noble Cap- 
tain Dalgetty, who’ had also awaited him, holding Gustavas ready for 
action, though he did not draw his girths and mount till ^Sir J')iiliuau 
Appear^, the whole cavalcade left Bie castle. 

The journey was long and toilsome, but Without any of the ex- 
treme privations which the Laii’d of M'Aulay had prophesied. Li 
truth, Sir Duncan was very cautious to avoid those nearei’ and more 
secret oaths, by-means of which the county of Argyle was accessible 
il^m the Wfcatward; for liis relation and chief, the Marquis, was used 
boast, that he would not for a hundrcd.thousand crowns auv mor- 



tal should knoA^ the passes bj which m armed force could penetra^ 
into liis country. .. , 

Sir Duncan Campbell, therefore, rather shtmtied the Highlands, 
and failing into the Low-county, made for the 'Nearest seaport in 
the vicinity, where he had several half-decked gfldleySi oar birimgs, as 
they were called, at his command, la one of these they embarked^ 
with Gustavua in company, who was so seasimed to ad^pi^e, tliat 
laud and sea seemed as inaiffcreut to him ns to liis master.* 

The wind being favourable, they pursued their wa^j^rapidly wjjh 
sails and oars; and early the next morning it was tooimced to 
Captain Dalgetty, tlien in a small cabin beneath the half-deck^ that 
the galley was under the walls of Sir DuncS^C^ipbelFs castle, ^ 
Ardenvqlu* accordingly rose high above him^^when he came unoii 
the deck of the galley. It was a gloomy square tower, of consider-^ 
able siasc and great height, situate upon a headland prelecting into 
the salt-water lake, or arm of the sea, which they had entered pa the 
preceding evening, A waD, with flanking towets at each angle, sur- 
rounded the casue to landward ; but, towards tlie kkc^ || Was btdlt 
so near tlie brink of the precipice as only to leave room fdf a Imttery 
of seven guns, designed to protect the fortress from any insult from 
that side, although situatca too high to be of any effectual use ac- 
cording to the modern system of warfare* 

The eastern sun, rising heliind the old towei’, flung its shadow far 
on the lake, daikening the d6ck of the galley, on whi^i Captain Dili- 

f etty now walked, waiting with some impatience the sii^iial to land. 

ir Duncan Campbell as lie Aras informed by his attendants, was id- 
ready Avithin the w'alls of the castle ; but qp one encouraged tjie 
CaptaiiFs 'proposal of following him asliorey until, as they stated* 
they should rcceiA'c the dii*cct pemission or order of the Kuiglib of 
Arucuvohr, 

In a short time afterwards tlie mandate arrh ed, wiiilc a boat, with 
a piper in the bow, bearing the Knight of Ardenvohr's crest in silver 
upon his left arm, and playing with all liis might the family march 
entitled ‘‘The Campbells are coming/' approached to conduct the 
envoy of Montrose to the castle of Ardenvobr. The distixnce be-^ ; 
tween the galley and the beach was so sliorl as scarce to require tlie ’ 
assistance of the eight sturdy rowers, in bouiiets, , short coats, and 
‘ trews, Avhose efforts sent the boat to tlie little creek in which they 
usually landed, before one could have conceived that it had left the 
side of the birnng. Two of the boatmen, in spite of Dalgetty 's re- 
sistance, horsed the Captain on the hack of a tliird Higlilander, and, 
Availing through the surf with him, lauded liim high and dry upon 
the beach beneath the castle rock. In the face of this rock there 
appeared something like the entrance of a low-browcd cavern, to- 
wards which the assistants were preparing to hurry oiir friend DaL 

K , when, shaking himself loose from them with some difficult* 
sisted upon seeing Gustavus safely landed before he proceeds 
one step farther. The liiglilanders could not comprijliend what he 
meant, until one who had picked up a little English, or^tiher Low- 
land Scotch, exclaimed, “ Ilouts ! it's a' about licr hon|^a useles^ 
baste." Farther remonstrance on the part of Captain waia 



l^ilCRS^iiod liy ni^eagmoct of USt IJunean CanaBl^ll luijwolf, 
WB laottth the oerem vhich we Iwve deBcnbea, for tbd fttr* 
invitiiifir Dalg^cttv to <KM?ept of tho Jiospitautjf' of 

plowing lii» houour» at tlio $attio timC) tljat GKi»tanis 
^uld as boc&me the hero ^hom he derived hin 

Dot tb mention the important person to whom he now be- 
longed. NotwHhstandii\g this 8atiBfactofJr.]^arant^^ Gaptaiu Dal* 
getty would still hare heSmted, such was iiis anxiety to witness the 
fate of his companion Oustavus, had not two Highlanders aetzod 
him by the arms, two more plished him on behind, while a lifth ex- 
cised. “Hoitt awawi’the daft Sassenach! does she no hear the 
Imrd bidding her up to her ain castle, rn* her special voice, and isna 
that very Huckie hoiieiat for the like o* her 
. '13xus iaip^edi Captain Dalgetty could only for a short space 
a reverted eye towards the gafley in which he had left the party 
tier of his military toils. In a few minutes afterwards he fbuncl 
himself involved in the total darkness of a staircase, wliich, entering 
from the low-browed cavern we have mentioned, winded upwards 


through the entrails !h 
** 17ie cursed Hia" 


aloud j “ what is toll 


[the living rock. 

‘ d salvages P muttered the Captam, half 

ae of me, if Qustavus, the namesake of the 

invincible Lion of the Protestant League, should bo lamed among 
their untenty hands 1" 

“ Hare no fear of that,” said the- voice of Sir Duncan, who 
was nearer to him than he imagined ; ‘‘ my men are accustomed 
to handle horses, both in etnbarkiug and dressing them, and you will 
soon see Giistavus as safe as when you last dismounted from his back.” 

Captain Dalgctty knew the world too well to offer any far I her 
remonstrance, whatever uneasiness lie mi^ht suppress withiii liis own 
bosom- A step or two higher up the stair slicwed lighu and a door, 
and an iron-grated wicket led mm out upon a gallery cut in the 
,^-opcn face of the rock, extending a space of about six or eight yards, 
/until he reached a second door, where the path re-entered the rock; 
and which was also defended by an iron portcullis. An adiniralde 
travci’se,” observed the Captain; ** and if commanded by a field 
./piece, or even a few muskets, quite sullicient to ensure the place 
against a storming party.” 

Sm Duncan Campbell made no answer at the time ; but. the mo 
ment afterwards, when they had entered the second cavern, he struck 
with the stick whicli he had in his hand, first on the one side, anc 
then on the other of the wicket, and the sullen ringing sound whicl 
replied to the blows, made Captain Dalgetty sensiWc fiiat there waf 
a gun placed on each side, for tlie purpose of rakiiig the gallery 
tlnrough whicli they had passed, although the embrasures, tnrougl 
which they might be fired on occasion, were masked on the outsSi* 
with sods aud loose stones. Haying ascended the second staircase 
.^tihtey found themsehes again ou an open platform and gallery, ex 

J io^ed a fire both of musketry and wall-guns, it; being come wit! 

loslile intent they had ventured fai tlier. A third flight of steps, cu 
the ro(^me the former, but not cavenied over, led them fin ““ 
to thft titf ii 'i y at the foot of the tower. Tins last stair also ^ 



namw and imd} not to mentkm ttie fire wMch might be di* 
reeted on it from above, one or two resolute men^ with |^kes and bat- 
tie-axes, could have made the pass good agamst fammireds; for the 
stair-case would not admitiwo oeraom abr^t, ana was not secured 
by. any soi*t of balustrade Or railn^, from the liSmr and eiwupt jpre* 
cipice, oil the foot' of which the now rolled with a vmoe of thuu^ 
dor. So that, under the jealous precautioiir used to secrore this 
ancient Celtic forbresa a uersoj! of weak nerved ahd a tauin liable 
to become dizzy, might have fymi It mmietibiag difficult to have 
achieved the entrance to the castle, even supposing no resiatanoe 
been offered. " 

Captain Dalgetty, too old a soldier to fedl:^ch tremors, had no 
sooner arrived in the court-yard, than , he protested to Qo 4 the 
defences of Sir Duncan’s castle reminded him more of the notable 
fortress of Spandau, situated in the March of Brandenburg, than of 
any place wliilk it had been his foriune to defend in the course of 
Ills travels. Nevertheless, he criticised considerably the mode of 
placing the guns on the battei^ we have noticed, observing, that 
“ where camion were perched, like to scarts, or sea-gulls, on Sie top 
of a rock, lie liad ever observed ihat they astonished more by their 
noise, than they dismayed by the skaith or damage which they occa- 
sioned." 

Sir Duncan, without replying, conducted the soldier into the tower ; 
the defences of wliicli were a portcullis and iron-clenched oaken door, 
tlie thickness of the wall being the space between them. He had no 
sooner arrived in n hall hung with tapestry,* than the Captain pro- 
secuted his military criticism. It was indeed suspended by the sight 
of an excellent breakfast, of which he partook with great avidity: But 
110 sooner had he secured this meal, than he maue the tour of the 
apartment, examining the ground around the castle very carefhlly 
from each window in the room. He then returned to his chair, and 
throwing himself back into it at his length, stretched out one manly 
leg, and tapping his jack-boot witli the riding-rod which he carried 
in his hand, after the maimer of a hjdf-bred man who affects ease in, 
tlui society of his betters, he delivered his unasked opinion as 
follows This hoii.se of yours, now, Sir Duncan, is a veiy pretty 
defensible sort of a tenement, and yet it is hardly such as a cavaliero 
'of honour would expect to maintain his credit by holding out for many 
days. For, Sir Duncan, if it pleases you to notice, your house la 
over-crowed, and slighted, or commanded, as we military men sf^r, 
by yonder round hillock to the landward, whereon an enemy might 
Stoll such a battery of cannon os would make ye glad to beat a chamade 
within forty-eight hours, unless it pleased the Lord extraordinarily 
to shew mercy." 

“ There is no road," replied Sir Duncan, somewhat shortly, “ by 
>vhida cannon can be brought against Ardenvohr. The swamps and 
morasses around my liouse would scarce carry your horse and your- 
self, excepting by such paths as could be rendered impassable with-r 
in a few hours." 

‘‘ Sii- Duucaii," said the Captain, “it is your pleasure to suppose 
so 5 and yet wc martial men say, that whore there is a sea-coast tliero 

y 
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k a naked side, seeing tkat cannon and innnition, ^here tliey 
eannot oe transported by land, ^nay be right easily brought by sea 
near to tlie place where they are to be put in action. , Neither is a 
caafle, however secure in its situation, to be accounted altogether in- 
vincible, or, as they say, imnregnable; for I protest t* ye, Sir Duncan, 
tluit I have known twenty-nve men, by the mere surprise and audacity 

the attack, win. at point of pike, as strong a hold as this of Ardcii- 
Tohr, and put to the sword, captivate, or hold to the ransom, the de- 
fenders, bmg ten times tlieir, <^wn number/- 

Notwithstanding Sir JDuneM GampbeU’s knowledge of the world, 
andlus power of concealing hk internal emotion, he appeared piqued 
aiod hisrt at these redectiona, wliich the Oaptaiii made with the most 
uiiconsoious gravity, having merely selected the subject of conversa- 
tion as one upon wmeh be thought hfanself capable of shining, and, 
as tihey say, of laying down the &w, witlmut exactly recollecting that 
tlm topic might not be equadly agreeable to his landlord. 

** To cut this matter short, ™d Sir Duncan^ with on expression 
of voice and countenance soinewlmt agitated. it is unnecessary for 
you to tell me, Captain Balgetty, that a castle may be stormed if it 
IS not valorously defended, or surprised if it is not hccdfullv watched. 
I trust this poor house of mine, will not he found in any ox these pre- 
dicaments, sliould even Captain Ddgetty himself choose to be- 
leaguer it.” 

‘^Por all that, Duncan,” answered the persevering commander 

" I would premoniSii yqu, as a friend, to trace out a scohec upon that 
round hi|l, with a good graffe, or ditch, wliilk may bo easily accom- 
plished by compeUmg the labour of tlie boors in the vicinity; it being 
the custom of the valoTOUS Gustavus Adolphus to fight as much by 
the spade and shovel, as by sword, pike, and musket. Also, I would 
advise you to fortify the said sconce, not only by a foussie, or graffe, 
bttialso by certain stackets, ot palisades.”— (ITere Sir Duncan, be- 
coming impatient, left the apartment, the Captain following him to 
tile door, and raising his voice as he retreated, until he was fairly 
out of hearing.)— •‘The whflk stackets, or palisades, should be arti- 
ficially framed with re-entering angles and loop-holes, or crenelles, 

for musketry, whereof it shall arise that the foeinen The iligh- 

iond brutel the old Highland brtite I They are as proud as pcacorics, 
and as obi^inate as tups — and here he has missed an opportunity of 
making his house as pretty an irregular fortificatioA as an invading 
atmj ever broke their teeth upon.'^But I see,” he continued, looking 
down from the Window upon the bottom of the precipice, they have 
got Gnstavus safe ashore— Projier fellow! I would know tliat toss of 
ms head among a whole squadron. I must go to see what they are 
tomakeof him.” . 

He had no sooner reached, however, tie court to tlie seaward, and 
put himself in the net of descending the staircase, than two Highland 
eentinek, advancing their Lochaber axes, gave him to imderstaud 
tiiat this was a service of danger. 

**l)iavolo!” said the soliBer, ^^and I have got no pass-word. 1 
could not speak a syllable of their salvage gibberish, an it were to 
s^e me from the provost-zharshal.” 



A LisejiKD oie* JnCHS^jiosis. , C7‘ 

I will be your surety, Captain Dalg’etty,” said Sir Duncan, who 
had again approached him witho^xt Me observing from whence 5 and 
we wm ffo together, and se^^W yopr faviiurite cliargor is accom- 
modated.^’ , ' 

He conducted him accoraiBgly down the staircase to the beach, 
and from tlieuce by a short turn behind a large rock, which concealed 
the stables and other ofheos belonging to the castle. Captain Dal- 
getty became sensible, at the saihe time, that the side of the castle 
to the land was rendei*ed totally inaccea^ble by ft rftvla^ .pai*tly fia- 
tural and partly scaled with peat c^e^^d so as p 1^ only 

passed by a drawbridge. Stil^ however, the Gaptain instsii^' notrt 
withstanding the triumphant air witli which Sir Duncana^o luted, out 
liis defences, that a sconce should be erected ouDrumsnaib, the round 
eminence to the east of tlie castle, in respect the house might be an- 
noyed from thence by burning bullets full of fire, shot out of* camion, 
according to the curious invention of Stephen Bailnan,.King of Poland, 
whereby that Prince utterly ruined the great Muscovite city of Mos- 
Bow. This invention, Captain Dalgetty owned, lie had not yet 
witnessed, but observed, that it would give him particular delec- 
bation to witness the same put to the proof against Arden vohr, or any. 
other castle of similar strength observing, “ that so curious an ex- 
periment could not but afford the greatest delight to all admirers of 
the military art/' 

Sir Duncan Campbell diverted this conversatio|i by carrying the 
soldier into his stables, and suffering him to arrange Gustavus ac- 
cording to his own will and pleasure. After this duty had been care- 
fully performed, Captain Dalgetty proposed to return to the castle, 
observing, it was his intention to spend the time betwixt this and din- 
ner, which, he presumed, would come upon the parade about nooai, 
in burnishing liis armour, which, Itatiug sustained some injury frttnx 
the sea-air, might, he was afraid, seem discreditable in tlie eyes of 
M‘Cfillum More, Ye^wliile they Were returning to the castle, he 
failed not to Warn Sir Duncan Campbell against the great injury he 
might sustain by any sudden onfall of an enemy, whereby his horses, 
cattle, and granaries, might be cut off and consumed, to his great 
prejudice ; wheiufore ho again strongjy conjured him to construct a 
sconce upon tlie round lull called Drumsnab, and offered his own 
friendly services in lining out the same. To tms disinterested advice 
8ir Dunqan oidy replied by ushering his guest to his apartment, and 
informing him that the tolling of the castle bell would make him 
aware when dinner was ready. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Isthlstb^^^ftstle, Bfddwin? Blolandioly 
Displays har sable bonsor fh»n tbe <1oA}oA, 

Darkening tlin foam of the whole sorgo beneath. 

Wero I a habitant, to see this gloom 

Pollute tho Ihco of nature, ixnd to hoar 

M'ho ceaseless sotmtl of wavei, and seabird's scroain, 

I'd wish me in the hut that poorest i>oasant 
E'er framed, to give him tomporary kholtor* 

The gallant Ritt-master would wiUingly have employed hk leisure 
in studying the exterior of Sir Duncan's castle, and verifying liis own 
military ideas upon the iiatui-e of its defences. But a stout sentinel, 
wlio mounted guard with a Loehaber-axe at the door of his apart- 
ment, gave him to imderatand, by very significant signs, that he was 
in a sort of lionomahle captivity. 

It is strange, thought tlio Kitt-master to himself, how well these 
salvages understand the rules and practique of war. Who would 
have pre-snppo.sed their acquaintance "with the maxim of the gi’cat 
and godlike uustavus Adolphus, tliat a flag of truce should bo half a 
messenger half a spy r — And, having finished biimishing his arms, he 
sate doAVii patiently to compute how much half a dollar per diem 
would amount to at tlic end of a six^rmonths* campaign ; and, when lie 
had settled that problem, proceeded to the more abstruse calculations 
necessary for drawing up a brigade of two thousand men on tlie prin- 
ciple of extracting the square root. 

jHVom his musings, ho was roused by the joyful sound of the dumer 
bell, on which tlie Ilighlauder, lately his guard, became liis gciitle- 
man-iisher, and marshalled him to the hail, where a table witli four 
covers bore ample proofs of Highland hospitality. Sir Duncan en- 
tered, conducting his lady, a tafl, faded, inekinclioly female, dressed 
in deep mourning* They were followed by a Presbyterian clergy- 
man, in his Geneva cloak, and wearing a hlack-silk stull-cap, cover- 
ing his short hair so closely, that it could scarce be scon at all, so 
that the unrestricted eai's had an undue predominance in the general 
aspect. Thi.s ungraceful fadiion was universal at the time, and jiartly 
led to the nicknames of rouiidbcad.s, jirick-eared curs, and so lbi*tli, 
whioh the insolence of the cavaliers liberally bestOAved on their poli- 
tical enemies. 

Sir Duncan presented his military guest to his lady, who received 
his technical salutat ion with a stiff and silent reverence, in wliich it 
could scarce be judged whether piide or melancholy had the gi'eatcr 
' share. The churchman, to whom lie was next presented, eyed him 
witk’B glance of mingled dislike and curiosity. 

Captain, well accustomed to worse looks from more dangerous 
pmis, cared very little either for those of the lady or of tlie divine, but 
I his whole soiu upon assaulting a huge piece of beef^ wliich smoked 
^ the nether end of the table. But the onslaught, as he would ha ve 
"'^rmed it, was delayed, until the conclusion of a very long grace, ho- 
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twixt every section of which Dali^etty handled hw knife ami fork, as 
he ini^ht have done his musket or pike whj^n upon action, and 
as often resigned them unwillingly wliep tlie prmix chaplain com- 
menced another clause of his bei^dictiOjil. Sir Duhcaii listened with 
decency, though he was supposed rather to /have joined the Cove- 
nanters out of devotion to. his chief, tlrnn real respect for the eaiLso 
either of liberty or of Presbytery. His lady alone attended to the 
blessing, with ^ptoms of deep acquiescence. 

The meal wds perfbrihed almost in Carthusian silence ; for it was 
none of Captain Halgetty's habits to employ his mouth, in talking, 
while it could be more profitably occupied. Sir Duncan was abso- 
lutely silent, and the lady and diurchman only occasionally exchanged 
a few words, gmoken low, and indistinctly. 

But, when the dishes were removed, and their place supplied by 
liquors of various sorts, Gaptoin Dalgetty no longer had, himself, the 
same weighty reasons for suence, and began to tire of that of the rest 
of the company. He commenced a new attack upon his landlord, 
upon the former ground. 

“ Touching that round moniicle, or hOl, or eminence, termed Drum- 
snab, 1 would be proud to hold some diiuogue mth you, Sir Duncan,, 
on the nature of the sconce to be there constructed ; and whether the 
angles thereof should be acute or obtuse — anent whilk 1 have heard 
the great Velt-Mareschal Bannier hold a learned argument with Ge- 
neral Tiefenbach during a still-stand of arms;’^ 

Captain Dalgetty,^^ answered Sir Duncan very drily, it is not 
our Highbnd usage to debate military points with strangers. This 
castle IS like to hold out against a stronger enemy than any force 
whic]^ the unfortunate gentlemen we left at Darnliuvai-ach ai-e able 
to bring against it.” 

A deep sigh from the lady accompanied the conclusion of her hus- 
band’s speecli, which seemed to remind her of some painful circum- 
stance. 

“ lie who gave,” said the clergyman, addressing her in a solemn 
tone, “ liatli taken away, ^lay you, honourable lady, be long enabled 
to say, Blessed be His name I 

To this exhortation, which seemed intended for her sole behoof, 
the lady answered by an inclination of her head, more humble than 
Captain Dalgetty had yet observed her make. Supposing he should 
now find her in a more conversible humour, he pi*oceedca to apeost 
her. 

“ It is indubitably very natural that your ladj^sliip should be down- 
cast at the mention of military preparations, whilk I have observed 
to spread perturbation among women of all nations, and almost all 
conditions. Nevertheless, renthesilca,in ancient times, and also Joan 
of Arc, and otliers, were of a different kidney. And, as I have 
learned while I served the Spaniard, the Duke of Alva in former 
times had the leaguer-lasses who followed his camp marshalled into 
tertiaSi (whilk wc call regiments,) and officered and commanded by 
those of their own feminine gender, and regulated by a commander- 
in-chief, called in German Hurcweibler, or, as we would say verna- 
cularly, Captain of the Queans. True it is, they were persons not to 
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^ Bitmed to your Jadyshfe, beijxgr such (ywce 

^rnorilius f<mebm%M we said of Jean Drochiels at Maresclial 
college ;4he same wlioxn the iVehch tern ct/r^ifian«c5, and wem 
Scottisli— , — ^ - 

The lady will spare you thfe trouble of tober exposition, Captsjn 
Dalgotty,’' said his hos^ somewhat sternly; to whicn the clergyman 
added, that such dfecourse better beEtted a watch-tower guarded 
by profane soldiery than the board of an honourable person, and the 
presence of a lady of quality." 

" Craving your pardon. Dominie, or Doctor, mt quomnque alio 
nomine gmdts^ for I would have you to know I have studied pohto 
letters," said the unabashed envoy, filling a gi-eat cup of wine, 
" I see no ground for yoiu' reproof seeing I did hot speak of those 
iuTj}es per some, as if their occupation or character w*as a proper 
subject of conversation for this lady’s presence, but simply par 
accidens, as illustrating the matter in hand, namely, their natural 
courage and audacity, much enhanced, doubtless, by the des^^eratc 
circumstances of their condition," 

" Captain Dalgetty,” said Sir Duncan Campbell, “ to break short 
this discourse, I must acquaint you, that I nave some business to 
despatch to-night, in order to enable me to ride with you to-morrow 
towards Invei’ary ; and therefore ** 

" To ride witli this person to-monw !" exclaimed his lady ; such 
cannot be your purpose, Sir Duncan, unless you have forgotten that 
the moiTowis a sad aimivei’saij, and dedicated to os'sad a solemnity.” 

‘‘ 1 had not forgotten," answered Sir Duncan ; how is it possible I 
can ever forget? but Uie necessity of the times requires I should 
send tins officer onward to luverary, without loss of time." 

“Yet, surely, not that you should accompany him in person ? " 
inquired the lady. 

‘"It were better I did,” said Sir Duncan ; “ yet I can vrritc to tlio 

Marquis, and follow on the subsequent day Captain Dalgetty, 

I will despatch a letter for you, explaining to the Marquis of Argyle 
your character and ^commission, with which you will please to prepare 
to travel to Inverary early to-moiTow monling." 

“Sir Duncan Campbell,” said Dalgetty, “I am doulrtless at your 
discretionary disposal in fins matter; not tlie less, 1 pray you to 
remember the blot which will fall upon your own escuteneon, if you 
do in any way suffer me, being a commissionate flag of truce, to be 
circuinventea in this matter, whether c2am, c/‘, vel precario ; I 
do not say by your assent tor any wrong done to me, but even through 
absence of any due care on your part to prevent the same." 

“You are under the safeguard of my honour, sir," answered Sir 
Duncan Campbell, “mid that is more than a sufficient security. 
And now,” continued hc,rjsing, “I must set the example of retiring.” 

Dalgetty saw himself under the necessity of following the hint, 
though the hour was early; but, like a skilful general, lie availea 
himself of every instant of delay which circumstances permitted. 
‘“Trusting to your honourable parole," said he, filling his cup, “I 
.^drink to you,-Sir Duncan, and to the continuance of your honourable 
house.” A sigh from Hir Duncan was the only reply ^*'Also, 
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imAsm/* said ibe soldier, replenisbm^ the auaigh ydtin all possible 
despatch, drink to your honours;ye health, and fidfiiment of aU 
your virtuous desires-i-andi reverend sir* (not forgetting to fit foe 
action to the words,) I fill fois eup to the drowning of all unkind* 
ness betwixt you and Oaptaiju I>algetty— I should say Mjyor-r-and, 
in respect the flagon contains hut one cup more, 1 drink to foe 
health of all honourable cavaliers and brave soldadoa-^end, foe fladc 
being einptj^, I am ready, Sir Duncan, to attend your functionary or 
sentinel to my place of private repose.” 

lie received a formal permission to retire, and an assurance, that 
as the wine seemed fo be to his taste, another measure of the same 
vintago-slionld attend him presently, in order to soothe the hours of 
his solitude. 

Ko sooner had foe Oajjitaia reached the apartment than tidi 
promise was fulfilled : ani£iu a short time afterwards, the added 
(Comforts of a pasty of redlf^r venison rendei^ him very tolerant 
both o|f confinement and want of spoiety. The same domestic, 
a sort of chamberlain, who placed this good cheer in his apartmei^ 
delivered to Dalgetty a packet, sealed afid tied up with a siikm 
thread, according to the custom of foe time, addressed with manr 
forms of respect to the High and Mighty Prince, Archibald, Marqius 
of Argyle, Lord of Lome, and so forth. The chamberlain at 
the same time apprized foe Kitt<ma8ter, foat be must take horse at 
an early hour for Inverary, where the packet of jSir Duncan would 
be at once his introduction and his passport. Not forgetting foat it ^ 
was his object to collect information as well as to act as an envoyt 
and desirous, for his own sake^ to ascertain Sir Duncan’s reasons for 
seiidiiig him onward without his personal attendance, foe Bitt-ma«for 
inquired at the domestic, with all the precaution that his experimiee 
suggested, what were the reasons which detained Sir Duncan at 
home on the succeeding day. The man, who was from foe Lowlands, 
replied, ‘^liat it vras the habit of Sir Duncan and his lady to observe 
as a day of solemn fast and hiyniliation the anniversary on vfoieh 
their castle had been taken h? surprise, and their children, to foe 
number of four, destroyed cruefly by a band of Highland freebooter 
during Sir Duncan’s absence uj)on an expedition which the Marquis 
of Argyle had underlakcn agamsi the Macleans of the Isle of MulL” 
Truly said tlie soldier, ‘‘your lord and lady have some cause for 
fast and" limniliaiion. . Nevertheless, I will ventm-e to pi'onounee, 
tliat if he had taken the advice of any experienced soloJerjJhaving 
skill in the practiqiies of defending nfaces of advantage, he ’would 
have built a sconce upon the smafl hill which is to the left of the 
draw-brigg. And this 1 can easily prove to you, mine honest friend; 
for, holding that pasty to be the castle—What’s your name, friend?” 

“Lorimer, sir,” replied the man. 

"Here is to your healfo, honest Lorinier. — I say,Lorimer — ^lioldiw 
that pasty to be the main body or citadel of the place to be defended, 
and taking the marrow-bone for the sconce to be erected ’ 

"I am Sony, sir,” said Xjorimer, interrupting him, "th^ 
stay to hear the I’est of your demonstration; but foe bell wifi pre- 
sently ring. As worthy Mr Oraneangowl, the ewft 
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dne» fiitnily worflUip, and only seven of our household out 
of sixty persons understand tno Scottidi toiiffue, it would Tnisbecotjus 
any one of them to be absent, and greatly prejudice me in the 
tfpmion of my lady. There ai*e pipes and tobacco^ sir, if you please 
to di^k a whiff of smoke, and if you want anything else, it shall be 
forthcoming two hours hence, when prayers are oVer/^ So saying, 
lie left the apartment. 

No sooner was ho gone, than the heavy toll of the casUe-bell 
summoned its inhabitants together ; and was answered by the. slirill 
damour of the females, mixed witli the deeper tones of the men, as, 
talking Earse at the top of their throats, they hurried from different 
quarters by a long hut narrow gallery, which served as a conimuni- 
eation to many rooms, and, among others, to that in which Ca))tain 
•Dalgetty was stationed. There tliey go as if they were beating 
to die roll-call, thought the soldier to liimself ; if they all attend the 
parade, 1 will look out, take a moutliful of fresh air, and make mine 
own observations on the practicabilities of tliia place. ♦ 

Accordingly, when all was quiet, he opened his chamber-door, and 
prepared to leave it, when he saw his friend with tlie axe advancing 
towards him from the distant end of the gallery, half whistling half 
humming a Gaelic tune. To have shewn any want of confidences 
would have been at once impolitic, and unbecoming bis military 
character; so the Captaiu, putting the best face u))on his situation 
he could, whistled a Swediai retreat, in a tone still louder than the 
notes of his sentinel; and retreating pace by pace, with an air of in- 
difference, as if his only purpose had been to breathe a little frosli 
air, he shut tlie door m the face of his guard, wlieii the fellow bad 
approached within a few paces of him. 

It is very well, thought the Ritt-master to himself; he annuls my 
parole by putting guards upon me, for, as w(^ used to say at Mar<‘- 
schfd College, et fiditcia sunt relaiiva;^ and if he docs not 
trust my word, I do not see how I am bound 1o keep it, if any 
motive should occur for my desiring to depart from it. Surely the 
moral obligation of the parole is ^relaxed, in as far as physical 
force is substituted instead thereof. 

Thus comforting himself hi the metaphysical immunities which ho 
deduced from jbe vigilance of his sentinel, llitt-m aster Dalgetty 
retired to his apartment, whe^’e, amid the theoretical calculations of 
tactics, and the occasional more practical attacks on the flask and 

* The military nipn of the times agreed upon dependencies of honour, as they callcul 
them, with all tlie mctapliysical argumentation of civilians, or seliool divines. 

9?lie Englisli officer, to whom Sir Jaihcs Tumor was prisoner after the rout at I't- 
toxoter. demanded hU parole of honour not to go beyond the walls of Hull witliont 
liberty. “He brought mo the message himself, —I told him 1 was ready to do so, provided 
he removed his guards from me, for ftdes elJUlucia sunt ruMiva; and, if he, tnok my 
word Ibr my fidelity, he ivas obliged to trust it, otherwise, it was needless for lilm to seek 
tt, and in vain for me to give It ; and fhcrelbro 1 besccched him cither to give trust to 
my word, which I would not break, or his owti gitards,whoI supposed wouhl lUft deceive 
him. Xn this manner I dealt with him, because I knew him to be a scholar.'*— 
fiemofrs, p. 80. The English officer allowed the strength of the reasoning ; but that con- 
' Cromwell, soon put an end to the dilemma : " Sir James Turner mu.st give 

3 or be laid in irons.” 



lift&ty, lie consumed the evening^ was time k| go to repose, 

lie was summoned by Lorimer at break of ifoy, who gave him 
to understand, that, wlicu he liad broken his fast^ for which he pro- 
duced ample materials, his ^de and horse Were m. attendance for 
liis iourney to Inverary. After complying with the hospitable hint 
of the chamberlain, the soldier proceeded to take horse. Jn paasin^ 
through the apartments, he cpserved that domesti<^ lMa?e busily 
enij)lr)yed in hanging thct gre^ hall with black cloth, ^wremony 
which, he said, he Imd seen practised when the immorm Gustavus 
Adolphus lay in state in the Castle of Wolgast, and which, therefore, 
he opined, was a testimonial of the strictest and deepest mourning* 

Wlien llaJgetty mounted his steed, he found himself attended or 
perhaps guarded, by five or six Campbells, well armed, commanded ' 
by one, wlio, from the target at his shoulder, and the short cock-S 
feather in his bonnet, as well as from the state which he took upon 
himself, claimed the rank of a Dunniewassel, or clansman of superior 
rank; and indeed, fi’om his dimity of deportment, could not stand 
in a more distant denfree of relationsliip to Sir Duncan, than that of 
ter. ill or twelfth cousin at farthest. But it was impossible to extract 
positive information on tins or any other subject, inasmuch as neither 
this commander nor any of his party spoke English. The Captain 
rode, and his uiilitarv attendants walked ; but such was their activity, 
and so munerous the impediments which tlie nature of the roafl 
])reseiitcd to the equestrian mode of travelling, that far from being 
retarded by the slowness of their pace, his difficulty was rather 
ill keeping up with his guides. He observed that they occasioiuilly 
watched him witli a sharp eye, as if they were jealous of some effort 
to escape ; and once, ns he lingered henind at crossing a brook, one 
of tjie gillies began to blow the match of his piece, giving him 
to understand that he wouldxun some risk in case of aii attempt to 
part company. Dalgetty did not augur much good from the dose 
watch thus umiiitained upon his person ; but there was no remedy, 
for an attempt to escape from his attendants in an impervious auU 
iniknowii country, would have been little short of insanity. Ho 
tljer(‘f<)i c i)loddc({ patiently on through a waste and savage wililerness, 
treading paths which were only known to the shepherds and cattle- 
drivers, and passing with much more of discomfort than satisfiictiou 
many of those sublime combinations of mountainous scenery which 
now draw visitors from every comer of England, to feast their eyes 
u]>on Jlighlaud gi*andeur, aiid mortify their , palates upon Highland 
fare. 

At length they arrived on the southern verge of that* noble lake 
upon which Invcrary is situated ; and a bugle, which the Ihiimie- 
wasscl winded till rock and greenwood rang, served as a signal to a 
well-manned galley, which, starting from a creek where it lay con- 
cealed, received the party on board, including Gnstavus ; wliich 
sagacious quadruped, an experienced traveller both by water and 
land, walked in and out of the boat with the discretion of a Christian. 

Embarked on tbe bosom of Loch Fine, Captain Dalgetty might 
have admired one of the grandest scenes which nature anords. ^ He 
might have noticed the rival rivers Aray and Shii'ay, wliich pay tribute 



74 TAtEs m m h^oumi. 

to the lake5 cswh from its own dark anji yfMeA retreat. Jle 
naSg'ht have mai'ked. on the soft and ^nfle slope thoA ascenoB from 
the shores, the nome old Gothic castle, with its varied outline, em* 
hattieil waUs, towera, and outer and inner courts, wliieh, so far the 
pictiu^csque is concerned, presented an aspect much more striking' 
than the present massive and uniform mausiojj. lie might luive 
admired those dark woods which for many a mile surrounded this 
strong and princely dwelling, and his eye might have dwelt on the 
pictufesquo iieak of Doniquoich, starting abruptly from the lake, and 
raising its scathed brow into the mists of midoie sky, while a solitary 
watch-tower, perched on its top like an eagle's nest, gave dignity to 
the scene by aw'akciang a sense of possible danger. All these, and 
eveiw other jiccompaniment of tliis noble scene, Captain Dalgetty 
might have marked, if he had been so minded. But, to confess the 
truth, the gallant Captain, who had eaten nothing since daybreak, 
was chiefly interested by the smoko which ascended from the castle 
chimneys, and the expectations wliicli this seemed to warrant of his 
encountering an abundant stock of provant, as«ho was wont to call 
Hunplies of tliis nature. 

The boat soon approached the rugged pier, whidi abutted into tlic 
loch from the little town of Inverary, llien a rude awssemblagc of huts, 
with a very few stone mansions interspersed, stretching upwards from 
the hanks of Loch Fine to the principal gate of the castle, before 
v/hich ti scene presented itself that might easily have quelled a less 
stout lieart, and turned a more deUcate stomacli, than those of Ritt- 
inastcr Dugald Dalgetty, titular of Dxiumthwacket. 


CHAPTER XII. 

i^or close designs anrt crooko/l connsels lit, 

SagaeJons, boKi, and turl^k-iU or wit, 

Uostlcss, imtlxM in principle and place, 
lit power unplcnsed, impatient in dlsgraco. 

Absalani and Achitophch 

Tills village of Inverary, now a neat country town, tlicn pnrtook t.f ^ 
tlie rudcncHSof the seveiueentli century, in the miserable a)>i>e{\ranec 
of the liouses, and the irregularity of the un paved street. But n 
stronger and more terrible characteristic of the period ajqiearcd in 
the market-place, which was .a space of irregular width, half-way be- 
twixt the harbour, or piei*, and the frowning castlc-g-aic, which termi- 
nated with its gloomy archway, portcullis, and flankers, the iipjicr end 
of the vista. Midway this sjiace was erected a rude gibbet, on wliieli 
hung five dead bodies, two of which from tbeir dress seiuned to have 
hc^n Lowlanders, aiql the other tlmee corpses were muffled in their 
Highland jilaids. Two or three women sate under the gallows, who 
seemed to be raouniing, and singing tlie coronach of the deceased in 
a low voice. But the s])ectacle was apparently of too ordinary occur- 
rence t o have much interest for the inliabitautB at large, who, while 
thronged to look at the militaiy figure, the horse of an unusual 
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im, mid tlic burnished paneply of Captain Dalgetly^ seemed to bestow 
no attention whaterer on iho piteous spectaefe irtuch their own mar- 
ket-pkee afforded. 

Tne envoy of Montrose was not quite so indifferent ; and, hearing 
a word or two of English escape from a lliglilandcr of decent appear- 
ance, he immediately halted Gustavua and addrcNSsed him. Tlie 
I’rovost-Marshal has been busy here, my friend. May 1 crave of you 
what these delinquents hav e been justified for 

He looked towards the gibbet as ho spoke ; and the Gaol, oompre- 
hending his meaning rather by hia action than his words, immediately 
re]>licd, “ Tliree gentlemen caterans,-~God sain tliem" (crossing 
himself) — "twa S^senach bits o* booics, that wadna do sometlung 
that M‘Callum More bade them and turning from Dalgctty with 
an air of indifference, away lie walked, staying no farther question. 

Dalgetty shrugged his shoulders and proceeded, for Sir Duncan 
Caiupbeirs tenth or twelfth cousin had alreafly shewn soipe signs of 
impatience. 

At the gjite of the castle another terrible spectacle of feudal power 
awaited him. Within a stockade or palisado, which seemed lately to 
liave been added to the defences of the gate, and which was }>rotected 
by two picjces of light artillery, was a small enclosure, where stood a 
huge block, on which lay an axe. Botli were smeared with recent 
blood, and a quantity of saw-dust strewed around, partly retained and 
partly obliterated the marks of a very late execution. 

As Dalgctty looked on this new object of terror, his principal guide 
fiuddoiily twitched him by the skirt of his jerkin, and having tlms at- 
tracl(Hl liis attention, winked and pointed with his huger to a ]>ole 
fixed on tlu) stockade, which supported a human head, being that, 
doubilcHs, of the late sufferer. There was a leer on the Highlander's 
face, as he pointed to this ghastly spectacle, which seemed to liis fel- 
low-traveller ominous of nothing good. 

Dalgc'ity dismounted from his horse at the gateway, and Gustavus 
was taken from him without liis being permitted to attend Jiim to the 
stable, according to his custom. 

T'liis gave tiie soldier a pang which the apjiarafus of deatli liad not 
convey Cil. — ^“Poor Gustavus said he to himself, “if any thing but 
good Jiajipens to me, I laid better have left him at Darnlinvaracli than 
brouglit him here among those Highland salvages, who scarce know 
the head of a horse from his tail, Dut duty must ])art a man from 
his nearest and dearest — 

“ W’hcn llio cannons are roaring, ItuJs*, and tlic colours arc flying, 

The latls tliat seek hoiiour must never fear dying ; 

Then stout eiivaliers, let u» toil our brave trade in, 

And fight for the Gospel and the bold King of Sweden.” 

Tlius silencing his apprehensions witli the hufc-eud of a inilitaiT 
ballad, he followed liis guide into a sort of guard-room filled witn 
armed Highlanders. It was intimated to him that he must remain 
here until his arrival was communicated to the Maripiis. To make 
this communication Iho more iiitellJjiible, the doughty Captain gave 
to the I,>!mniewas ‘cl fjir Duncan Camphclis packet, ilesu-ing, as well 
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as he could, ^ sig’us, that it should be delivered into the Marquis^ 
own hand. His g:uide nodded, and withdrew. 

The Captain was left about half-an-hour in this^ place, to endure 
with indinerence, or return with scorn, tljc inquisitive, and, at tho 
same time, the inimical glances of the armed Gael, to whom his ex- 
terior and equipage w^ere as much subject of curiosity, as his jierstm 
and country seemed matter of dislike. All this lie bore with military 
nonchalance, until, at the expiration of the above period, a person 
dressed in black velvet, and wearing a gold cliain like a modern ma- 
gistrate of Edinburgh, but who was, in fact, steward of the household 
to the Marquis of ArgylCi entered the apartment, and invited, with 
solemn gravity, the Captain to follow him to liis master’s presence. 

The suite or apartments through which he passed, were filled with 
attendants or visiters of various descriptions, disposed, perhaps, witli 
some ostentation, in order to impress the envoy of Montrose with an 
idea of th <4 superior power and magnificence belonging to tho rival 
house of Argyle. One anteroom was filled with lacqueys, aiTayed in 
brown and yellow, the colours of the family, who, ranged in double 
file, gazed m silence upon Captain Dalgetty as he passed betwixt 
their ranks. Another was occupied by Highland gentlemen and 
chiefs of small branches, who were amusing themselves witli chess, 
backgammon, and other games, which they scarce intermitted to 
gaze w'itli curiosity upon the stranger. A third was filled with Low- 
land gentlemen and officers, who seemed also in attendance ; and, 
lastly, the presence-cliamber of the Marquis himself shewed liim at- 
tended by a levee which marked his higli importance. 

This apartment, the folding doors of which were opened for the 
reception of Captain J )algetty, was a long gallery, decorated with 
tapestry and family portraits, and having a vaultoa ceiling of open 
wood- work, the extreme pixyections of the beams being richly carved 
and gilded. The gallery was lighted by long lanceolatcd Gothic 
casements, divided by heavy shafts, and filled Avith painted glass, 
where tlie sunbeams glimmered dimly through boars’-hcads, and 
galleys, and batons, and sw’ords, armorial bearings of the powerful 
house of Argyle, and emblems of the high lieix^ditary offices of Justi- 
ciary of Scotland, and Master of the Royal llouseliold, which they 
long enjoyed. At the upper end of this magnificent g'allery stooJl 
the Marquis himself, the centre of a splendid circle of Highland and 
Lowland gentlemen, all richly dressed, among' whom Avcrc two or 
three of the clerg}^, cjiUed in, perhaps, to be ■witnesses of liis lordship’s 
zeal for the Covenant. 

The Marquis himself was dressed in the fiishion of the period, 
which Vandyke lias so often painted ; but his habit was sober and 
uniform in colour, and rather rich than gay. liis dark complexion, 
furrowed forehead, and downcast look, gave him the appearance of 
one frequently engaged in the consideration of important affairs, and 
who has acquired, by long habit, an air of gravity and mystery, which 
he cannot shake off even where there is nothing to be concealed. The 
cast with his eyes, which had prociu’ed him in tlie Highlands the nick- 
name of Gillespie Grumach (or the grim) was less perceptible wJiou 
he looked downward, which perhaps was one cause of his having 
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jtdoptcd that habit. In person, he 'vvas tall and thin, but not 'witlioiit 
that dignity of deportment and manners, which became liis hi^hrank, 
Sometliiu^ there was cold in his address, and sinister in liis look, 
althoug:h he spoke and behaved with the usual grace of a man of such 
quality. He was adored by liis own clan, whose advancement he had 
greatly studied, although he was in proportion disliked by tlie High- 
landers of other septs, somd* of whom he had already sti'ipped pf their 
possessions, while others conceived themselves in danger from his 
future schemes, and all dreaded the height to whieh he was eleyitod. 

We have already noticed, that in displaying himself amidst his 
councillors, Jiis oflScers of the household, and his train of vassalsj 
allies, and dependents, the Marquis of Argyle probably wished to 
make an impression on the nervous system of Captain I)ugald Dal- 
getty. But that doughty person had fought his way,^ in one depart- 
ment or another^ tlirouffu the greater part of the Thirty Years’ War 
in Germany, a period when a brave and successful soldier was a com- 
panion for princes. The King of Sweden, and, after his examplS', 
even the haughty Princes of the Empire, had found themselves fain, 
fronuently, to compound with their dignity, and silence, when they 
could not satisfy, the pecuniary claims of their soldiers, by admitting 
tliein to unusual inivilcges and familiarity. Captain Diigald Hal- 
get ty had it to boast, that he had sate with princes at feasts made for 
moniirclis, and therefore was not a person to be brow-beat even hy 
the dignity which surrounded M^Callum More. Indeed he wm na- 
iurnlly by no rae.ans the most modest man in the world, but, on tho 
contrary, hnd so good an opinion of himself, tlnit into whatt=‘vcr com- 
jiaiiy he chanced to be thrown, he was always proportionally elevated 
jii Ij’is own conceit : so that he felt as miidi at ease in the nmst exalted 
society as among his own ordinary compaiiions. ^ In this liigli opinion 
of liis own rank, he was greatly fortified by his ideas of the military 
profession, which, in his idirase, made a valiant cavalier a cauiarado 
to an emperor. ^ f 

When Siitrodiiccd, therefore, into the Marquis’s presence-chamber, 
lie advanced to the upper end wit] i an .‘lir of more confidence than 
grace, and w’ould have gone close up to Arg}ic/s person before speak- 
ing, had not the latter weaved his hand, as a signal to liim to stop 
■i'liort. Captain ].)algetty did so accordingly, and having made Ins 
inililiiry congee ■with easy confidmice, he thus accosted the Marquis; 

Give Vou good-morrow, my lord — or rather I should say, good-even ; 
Ikso a\isted los manos, as the Sp.oniard siiys.” 

"* Wlio arc you, sir, and wiiat is vonr business?” demanded tlie 
Tslarquis, in atone ■which was intended to interrupt the oifensive fami- 
liarity of the soldier. 

‘‘ liiat is a fair interrogative, my lord,” answered Halgetty, "which 
1 shall forthwith answer as becomes a cavalier, and iluit jyc'f'Gmyjtoric, 
we used to say at Marcschal College.” 

" »Set> w ho or ivhat lie is, Neal,” said the Mtirquis sternly, to a 
gentleman who stood near him. ^ » 

" I w'ill save the honourable gentleman the labour (jf investigation, 
continued the Captain. " 1 am JIugald Halgetty, of Hruintbwacket, 
that should be, late Kitt-inastcr hi various services, and now Major 
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with a flag ox txuee from a high and powerful James li^arl of 
Memtrose, and other noble persons now in arms for his Miyesty. 
And so, God sare King Charles! ” 

** Do you know where yrm are, and the danger of dallying with us, 
sir," again demanded the Marouis, ** that you reply to me as if I were 
a child or a fool? The Earl ox Montrose is with the English malig- 
nants 5 and I suspect you are one of those Irish runagates, who are 
comeiinto this country to bum and slay, as they did under Sir Phelim 
O^Netde." 

My lord," replied Captain Dalgetty, am no renegade, though 
a Major of Irishes, for which I might refer your lordship to the m- 
vincihle Gustavus Adolphus the Lion of the North, to Banniei*, to 
Oxenstiem,^ to the warlike Duke of Saxe-Weimar, Tilly, Widlenstoin. 
Piccolomim, and other great captains, both dead and living 5 and 
touching the noble Earl of Montrose, I pray your lordship to peruse 
tfiese my full powers for treating with you in the name of that right 
honourable commander." 

The Marquis looked slightingly at the signed and sealed paper 
which Captain Dalgetty handed to him, and, throwing it with con- 
tempt upon a table, asked those around liim what he deserved who 
came as the avowed envoy and agent of malignant traitors, in arms 
against the state ? 

** A high gallow's and a short shrift," was the ready answer of one 
of the bvstandera. 

I will crave of that honourable cavalier who hath last spoken" 
said Dalgetty, ‘‘to be less hasty in fomiing his conclnsions, and also 
of your lordship to be cauteloiis in adopting tlie same,* in respect 
such threats arc to be held out only to base bisognos, and not to men 
of spirit and action, who are hound to peril themselves as freely in 
services of this nature, ns uixm sieges, battles, or oii»slaug]its of ‘any 
sort. And albeit I have not with me a trumpet, or a wnite flng, iii 
respect onr army is not yet equipped with its full appointments, yet 
the honourable cavaliers and your lordship must concede unto me, 
that the sanctity of an envoy wllo cometh on matter of truce or parley, 
consisteth not in the fanfare of a trumpet, wdiilk is but a soumt, or in 
the flap of a white flag, wbilk is but an old rag in itself, hut in the' 
confidence reposed by the party sending, and the party sent, in the 
honour of those to whom the message is to be earned, ‘and their full 
reliance that they will respect theyw^ gentium ^ as w'cel as.tlie law of 
arms, in the person of the commissionate." 

" You are not come hither to lecture us upon the Jaw of arms, sir," 
said the Marquis, “ which neither does nor can apply to rt'bcls and 
insurgents ; but to suffer the penalty of your insolence and folly for 
bringing a traitorous message to the Lord Justice-General of 
8cotland, whose duty calls upon him to punish such an offence witli 
death." 

“ Gentlemen," said the Captain, who began much to dislike the 
■ tgjjn which his mission seemed about to take, “I luiiyyou torcmoin- 
'M%that the Earl of Montrose will hold you and your possessions 
fc for whatever injury my person, or my hoi’se, shall sustain hv 


A OF MONI^OlSiE* 79 ^ 

Mifese unseemly proceedings^ltod that he will he jualafied in cxecutiugy 
retributive vengeance on yeur persona and posisesaions.” 

This menace was received with a Bcoraftif laugh, while one of the 
Campbells replied, It is a for cry to Lochow a proverbial expres- 
sion of the tribe, meanii^ that their ancient bereoitary domains lay 
neyond the reach of an invading enemy. But, gentlemen/^ farther 
urged the unfor^nate Captain, who was unwihing to be condemned 
without at least the benefit of a full hearing, ** although it is not for 
me to say how far it may be to Lochow, in respect 1 am a stmnger 
to these parts, 'yet, what is more to the purpose, i trust you will 
admit that I have the guarantee of an honourable gentleman of your 
own name, Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohr, for my safety on this 
mission 5 and I pray you to observe, that in breaking the truce to- 
wards me, you will highly prejudicate liis honour and fair fame.” 

This seemed to be new information to many of the genflcmen, for 
they spoke aside with each other, and the S'larrfuis^s face, notwith- 
standing liis power of suppressing all external signs of his i)assioiis, 
shewed impatience and vexation. 

“ Docs Sir Duncan of Ardenvohr pledge his honour for tliis per- 
son’s safety, my lord?” said one of the company, addressing the 
Marquis. 

“I df> not believ (5 it,” answered the Marquis; "but I liavo not yet 
had time to read his letter.” 

Wc will pray your lordship to do so,” said another of tlie (Vimp- 
bells; "our name must not Hufier discredit tbrougli tJic rnoaiii of 
such a felhiw as this,” 

"A dead ily,” said a clergyman, "inakoth the oinlmcnt of the 
npotliecary to stink.” 

"Jlevercnd sir,” said Caplaiu Dalgelty, "in respejct of tlie use to 
be derived, I forgive you the unsavonriness of yotir comparisou ; and . 
also remit to the gentlemau in the red bonnet, the disparaging 
epithet oi'/dloto wliicli he has discourteously applied to me, who am 
no way to be distinguished by the same, unless in so for us I liave 
been called fellow-soldier by the great Gnstavus Adolphus, the Lion 
of the North, and other choice commanders, both in Germany and 
the Low Countries. But, touching Sir Duncan Campbeirs guarantee 
'*^‘my safety, I inll gage my life upon his making my ivords good 
thereaiumt,* wlieii ho comes hither to-morrow,” 

" If Sir Duncan be soon ejected, my lord,” .said one of the in- 
tercessors, "it ivould be a pity to anticipate matters with this poor 
man.” 

"Besides that,” snid another, "your lordship — I speak mth rev(‘- 
reucc — sliould, at least, consult the Knight of Ardenvohr s letter, and 
learn the terms on which this Major Dalgetty, as he calls hiinseh; 
has been sent hither by him.” 

^Jlioy closed around .the Marquis, and conversed togctlicr in a low 
tone, both in Gaelic and English. The patriarchal power of the Chiefs 
was very great, and that of the Marquis of Argyle, armed with all 
his grants of hereditary jurisdiction, was particularly ab.solute. But 
there interferes some check of one kind or other even in the most 
despotic government. That which mitigated the power of the Celtic 
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CUiefs, WMH the necessity Avliich they lay under of coneiliatin^ the 
kinsTnen, who, under tliem, led out the lower orders to battle, and 
who formed a sort of .council of. the tribe in time of peace. The 
Murquis on this occasion thought himself under the necessity of 
attending to the remonstrances of tliis senate, or more properly 
CourouUm^ of the name of Camphell, and, slipping out of the circle, 
gave orders for the prisoner to be removed to a place of security. 

“ Prisoner!’^ exclaimed Dalgetty, exerting hiinseii with such force 
as well-nigh to sJiake off two Highlanders, who for some minutes 
past had waited^flie signal "to seize him, and kept for that pui-pose 
close at his back. Indeed tlie soldier had so nearly attained liis 
liberty, that the Marquis of Argyle changed colour, and stopped 
hack two paces, laying, however, uis hand on his sword, while several 
of ills clan, with ready devotion, threw themselves betwixt him and 
the apprehended vengeance of the prisoner. But the Higlilaiid 
guards wove too strong to be shaken off, and the unlucky Captain, 
after having liad his offensive weapons taken from him, was dragged 
off and conducted through several gloomy passages to a small side- 
door grated with iron, within which was another of wood. These 
were opened'hy a grim old Highlander with a long wliite beard, and 
displayed a very steep and naiTow llight of steps leading downward. 
The Captain's guards pushed him down two or three steps, then, 
unloosing his arms, left him to grope his way to the bottom as lie 
could; a task which became difficult and even dangerous, when 
the two doors being successively locked left the i>risoner in toUd 
darkness, 


CHAPTER Xm. 

Wliatovcr stronger vi:iUs liorc, 

Wc pity Iiis flail case. 

Tnloas to worshtp lie draw near 
"i’Jie Kincr ofKin^s—liis (jmee, 

Bu^i.ns’s Epigram on a Visit to Jin'crari', 

The Captain, findin<^ hiin^df deprived of light in the inamicr w:'' 
have described, and piiiced in a very uncertain situation, ]>rocee(lc(l 
to dcHceiid the narrow and broken stair with all the caution in his 
power, hoping that he might find at tlie bottom some place to reiioso 
Jiimself. Ihxt with all his care he could not finally avoid making a 
false step, which brought him dowm the four or five last stcqjs too 
haslilv to preserve his equilibrium. At the bottom he stnrabled over 
a bundle of something soft, wliidi stirred and uttered a groan, ho 
deraugiug the Captain’s desccnl, that he floundered forward, and 
finally fell upon his liands and knees on the floor of a damp and 
stone-paved dungeon. 

When Dalgetty liad recovered, hi^ first demand ivas to know over 
whom lie had stumbled. 

“11c was a man a month since,” answ ered a hollow and broken 
voice. 
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“ And wlinfc is lie now, then ” said DaJg^etty, “ that he thinks it 
fitting to lie upon the lowest step of the staii-s, and clow*d up like a 
hurchiii, that honourable cavaliers, who chance to be in trouble, may 
break their noses over him ?” 

“What is he now?” replied the same voice; “he is a wretched 
trunk, from which the houg^hs have one by one been lopjped away, 
and which cai’es little how soon it is torn up and hewed into billets 
for the furnace.” 

“Friend,” said Dalffcttj', “I am sony for, you; hut patienza^ as 
the Spaniard says. Jf you Imd but been as quiet as a log*, as yon call 
yourself, I sliQiud have saved some excoriations on my hands and 
knees.” 

“ You are a soldier,” replied his fellow-prisoner ; “ do you complain 
on account of a fjdl for wliich a hoy would not bemoan himself?” 

“A soldier?” said the Captain; “and how do you know, in this 
cursed dark cavern, that I am a soldier ?” 

“ 1 beard your armour clash as you fell,” replied the prisoner, 
“ and now I see it glimmer. When you have remained as long as I 
in this darkness, your eyes will distinguish the smallest eft that crawls 
on the door.” 

“Iliad rather the devil ])ieked them out I” said Dalgctty; “if 
this be the case, I shall wish for a short turn of the rope, a soldieFs 
lirayer, and a leap from a ladder. But what sort of provaiit have 
you got here — what food, 1 mean, brother in affliction ?” 

“ Broad and ^Yater once a-day,” replied the voice, 
l^rithee, friend, let me tixste your loaf,” said Dalgetty ; “I hope 
we shall phiy good comrades wliilc wc dwell together in this abomi- 
iiahlc pit.” ^ 

“ The loaf and jar of water,” answered the other prisoner, “ stand 
in the corner, two steiis to your right hand. Take them, and wxd- 
coriic. With earthly rood I have well nigh done.” 

Dalgetty did not wait for a second invitation, but, groping out 
the provisions, began to munch at the stale black oaten loaf willi 
as much heartiness as we have seen him play his part at belter 
X iaiuls. 

“ This bread,” lie said, muttering, (with liis mouth full at the same 
•inie,) •• is not very savoury ; nevertheless, it is not much worse than 
that which we ate at the famous leaguer at Werben, where the va- 
lorous Gustavus foiled all the efforts of the celebrated Tilly, that ter- 
rible old hero, who Invd driven two kin^s out of the field— namely, 
Ferdinand of Bohemia and Christiau of Denmark. And auent this 
xvater, which is none of the most sweet, I drink in the same to your 
speedy deliverance, comrade^ not forL^tting mine own, and devoutly 
wishing it were Ilhenish wine, or humming Lubcck beer, at the 
least, were it but in honour of the pledge.” 

While Dalgetty ran on in this way, nis teeth ke^t time with his 
tongue, end lie speedily finished the provisions which the benevo- 
lence or indifference of nis companion in misfortune had abandoned 
to his voracity. When this task was accomplished, he wrapped him- 
self in his cloak, and seating himself in a corner of the dungeon in 
which lie could obtain a support on each side, (for he had always 
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boon an admirer df < 3 jl>ow-cbairs, he remarked, even from his youth, 
upward,) ho began to question his fellow-captive. 

“ Mine honest friend,” said he, “ you and J, being comrades at bed 
and board, should be better acquainted. I am Dugald Dalgettv of 
Drumthwackei, and so forth, Major in a regiment of Koval Irishes, 
and Envoy Extraordinary of a High and Mighty Lord, James Earl 
of Montrose.— Pray, what may your name be ?” 

“ It will avail you little to know,” replied his more taciturn com- 
panion. . 

“ Let md judge of that matter," answered the soldier. 

Well, then— Ranald MacEagh iS my name— that is, Ranald Son 
of the Mist,” 

“ Son of the Misti” ejacuhited Daigetty. Son of utter dark- 
ness, say I. But, Ranald, since that is your name, how came you in 
l)Ossession of the provost’s court of guard? wliat the devil brought 
you here, that is to say ? ” 

“ My misfortunes and my crimes,” answci’cd Ranald. " Know ya 
the Knight of Ardenvohr 

“ 1 do know that honourable person,” replied Daigetty. 

*• But know ye where he now is ?’ replied Ranald. 

Easting this day at Ardenvohiy’ answered tlie Envoy. tliat Jio 
may feast to-morrow at Inverary; in which last purpose if he cbanc.*i> 
to fail, my lease of human service will be something precarious.” 

Tlieiriet him know, one claims his intercession, who is Jiis Av<.‘r f. 
foe and his best friend,” answered Ranald. 

“ Truly 1 shall desire to carry a less questionable message,” an- 
sweredJJalgetty. “ Sir Duncan is not a person to play at reading 
riddleawith.” 

“ Craven Saxon,” said the prisoner, tell him I nm the raven tlinf . 
fifteen years since, stooped on bis tower of strength and the jiledges 
he had left there — I aip the hunter that found oiit the wolf’s don on 
the rock, and destroyed his olfspring — I am the leader of tlio Ijaiul 
which surprised Anlcnvohr yesterday was fifteen years, and gave bis 
four children to the sword.” 

“ Truly, my honest friend,” said Dalgotty, if that is your best 
recommendation to Sir.Duncan^s favour,! would pretermit my plond- , 
ing thereupon, in respect I liavo observed that even the animal cr<*je^ 
tion are incensed against tho^ewho intromit with their ofisjiring for- 
cibly, much more any rationfd and Christian creatures, who hare had 
violence done upon their small family. But I pray you in courtesy 
to tell me, whether you assailed the castle from the hillock calh'll 
Driirnsnal), whilk I uphold to bo the true point of attack, unless it 
were to be protected by a sconce.” 

I* We ascended the cliff by ladd^a of withies or saplings,” said the 
prisoner^ “drawn up by an aceomnlicc and clansman, who had 
served six mouths in the castle to enjoy that one night of unlimited 
r ei^eance. The owl wh ooped around us as we hung betwixt heaven 
andearth ; the tide roared against the foot of the rock, and dashed 
sunder our skiff, yet no man’s heart failed him. In the morning 
liere was blood and ashes, where there had been peace and joy at 
|ie sunset.” 
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‘‘ It waa a pretty camisade, I doubt iiol;, Ranald MacBaglt, aTtnj 
sufficient onslaught, and not unworthily discjiarged. Ncveitheless, 
I would have pressed the house from that flUle hillock calletl 
.Urumsiiab. But yom*s is a pretty irregular Scythian fashion of 
warfare, Ranald, much resembling that of Turks, Tartars, and 
other Asiatic people, -^But the reason, my friend, the cause of 
this war — the Ut&rrma musa, as I may say ? Deliver me that, 
RanakL” 

“ We had been pushed at by tho M^Aulays, and other western 
tribes ” said Ranald, ^ till oiu* possessions became unsafe for ns.” 

“ All, lia !” said Dalgettjr ; I have faint remembrance of having 
heard of that matter. Did you not put bread and cheese into a 
man's mouth, when he had never a stomach wherennto to transmit 
the same ?” 

You have heard, then,” said Ranald, the tale of our revenge on 
the haughty Forester ? ” ^ 

“ I bethink me that I have,” said Dalgetty, " and that not of uii 
old date. It was a merry jest that, of cramming the bread into the 
dead man's mouth, but somewliat too wild and salvage for civilized 
accejitation, besides wasting the good victuals. I have seen when 
at a siege or a leaguer, Ranald, a living soldier would have been the 
bettcM*, Ranald, for that crust of bread, wliilk you threw away on a 
dead ])OW.” 

We were attacked by Sir Duncan,” continued MacEagli, and 
iny brother was slain — his licad was withering on the battlements 
which we scaled — I vowed revenge, and it is a vow I hare never 
broken.” 

“ It may be so,” said Dalgetty ; “ and every thorough-bred soldier 
will confess that revenge is a sweet morsel ; but in what manner this 
=^tory will interest Sir Duncan in y^r justification, unless it should 
move him to intercede with the Mai’quis to change the manner 
thereof from hanging, or simple suspension, to^breaking your limbs 
DU the roue or wheel, with the coulter of a plough, or otherwise put- 
ting you to death by torture, surpasses my conmrehension. Were I 
vou, Ranald, I would be for misTcenning Sir Duncan, keeping my 
f>wu secret, and departing quietly by suitocation, like your ancestors 
before you.” 

“ Yet hearken, stranger,” said the Highlander. Sir Duncan of 
Ardenvohr had four children. Three died under our dirks, but the 
fourtli survives: and more vrould he give to dandle on his knee the 
fourth child which remains, than to rack tliese old bones, whicli care 
little for the utmost indulgence of his wrath. One word, if I list to 
speak it, could turn his day of humiliation and fasting into a day of 
lliankfiilness and rejoicing, and breaking of bread. 0, 1 know it by 
my own heart ! Dearer to me is the child Kenneth, who chaseth the 
butterfly on the banks of tho Avon, than ten sons who arc moulder- 
ing in earth, or are preyed on by the fowls of the air.” 

‘‘ I presume, Ranald, '' continued Dalgetty, that the three pretty 
fellows whom I saw yonder in the market-place, strung up by the 
head like rizzered haddocks, claimed some interest in you.” 

There was a brief pause ere the Highlander replied, in a tone cii 
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strong They were my sons, stranger— were my 

aensl— blood of iny blooJU-bone of my bone I— fleet of foot^-imer- 
ring in aim— unvan^uisbe d by foemen till the sons of Diarniid over- 
came them by numbers ! Wfiy do I wish to surfive them ? The old 
trunk win less fed the rending up of its than it has felt the 
lopping off of its graceful bou^s. But Ken^lh must be trained to 
revenge— the jourig eag^e must learn the Old how to stoop on 

his foes. 1 wul purchase for Ids sake my life and my freedom, by 
discovering my secret to the Knight dP Araenvote." 

**you may attain your end more easUy," said a third voice, 
mingling in the conference, ^*by intrusting it tO me." 

Ail Higlilanders are, superstitious. ^ The Enemy of Mankind is 
among us 1" said Ranald MacEagh, sjpnnging to his feet His chains 
clattered as he rose, while hO drew himseff as for as they permitted 
from the quarter whence the voice appeared to proceed. Ills fear 
in some dcjgree communicated itsdf to Cbptain Dalgetty^ who began 
to repeat, m a sort of polyglot gibbeiisli, all the exorcisms he luxd 
ever heard of, without being able to remepiber more than a word or 
two of each. 

In nomine Domini^ as we said at Mareschid Oollcge-^aniisstma 
m^re di Dios^ as the Spaniard has it— alle guten gtister lohen den 
Herrny saitli the blessed Psalmist, in Dr Luther’s ti*anslation 

A truce with your exorcisms," said the voice had lieard 
before ; “ though I come strangely among you, I am mort^il like 
yourselves, and my assistance may avail you in your present strnit, if 
you are not too proud to be counselled." 

While the stranger thus spoke, he withdrew the shade of a dai k 
lantern, by whose feeble light Dalgetty could only discern that tlic 
sp^ker who had thus mysteriously united himself to their company, 
and mixed in their conTersatiQ)|i was a tall man, dressed in a livery 
cloak of the Marquis. His first glance was to his feet, but lie saw 
neither the cloven foot which Scottisli legends assign to the foul 
^n(L nor the hor6e’s''hoof by which he is distinguished in Germany. 

stranger had come among them. 

For, said he, “the creak of these rusty bars would have been 
heard had the door been made patent; and if you passed through 
the keyhole,^ truly, sir, put what face you will on it, you arc not fit ta» 
be enrolled in a regiment of living men." 

“ I reae^e my secret," ausvered the atrauger, “ until you ahull 
merit the tocovery by communicating to me some of yom’s. It may 
be that I shall be moved to let you out where I myself came in." 

“ It cannot be through the keyhole, then," said Captain Dalgetl v, 
for my coralet would stick in the passage, were it posable that inv 
head-piece co^d get through. As for secrets, 1 have none of iiiv 
own, and but few appertammg to others. But impai-t to us wha'i 
secrete you desire to Iraow; or, as Professor Snufflegi-eek used to 
&ee ” Moreschal College, Aberdeen, speak that 1 may know 

you I hare first to do,” replied the stranger, tum- 
tjtewild and wasted features, and tlie limbs of 
»anala MacEagh, who, close drawn up against the 
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walls of the dmi^eonj seemed yet unccrtaia his guest was a 

living being. 

Ihave brought you sometiuug, my friend/’ iuiid the stranger, in 
a more soothing tone, " to mend your fare j if are to die to-mor- 
row, it is no reason wl^fore you ^uld not hva to-3i%ht/’ 

" None at all— no reascm in the creation,’’ relied the ready Cap- 
tain Dalgetty, who forthwith began to unpack the contents of a small 
basket \mich the stranger had Imught under liis doak, while the 
llighkuder, either in suspicibii domain, paid no attention to the 
good cheer. s 

" Here’s to thee, my friend,*^ said the Cjaptahn, whoj having already 
despatched a huge piece of roasted kid. Was now taking a pull at the 
wine-flask. " what is thy name, my good Mend ? ” 

" Murdoch Campbell, sir," answered the servant, " a lackey of the 
Marquis of Argyle, and occasionally acting as uuj^-warden." 

“ Tlien here is to thee once more, Murdo^," said Dalgett>% 
" drinking to you by your proper name for the better luck sake. 
I'liis wine I take to be Caleavella, Well, honest Murdoch, I take it 
oil me to say, thoudeservest to be upper-waiden, since thou shewest 
thyself twenty times better acquainted with the way of victualling 
honest gentlemen that are under misfortune, than thy principal. 
Bread and water? out upon him! It was miough, Murdoch, to 
destroy the credit of the Marquis’s dungeon. But I see you would 
converse w'itli my friend, Ranald MacEagh here. Never mind my 
jiresence ; I’ll get me into this comer with the basket, and I will 
warrant my jaws make noise euot^h to prevent my ears from hear- 
ing you." 

Notwithsfaudiiig this promise, however, the veteran listened witli 
all the attention lie could to gather tl^ir discourse, or, as he described 
it himself, " laid his ears back in ins neck, like Gustavug, when he 
heard the key turn in the giruell-kist." He could, therefore, owing 
to the narrowness o£ tlie dungeon, easily overhear tho following 
dialogue. 

"Are you aware^ Son of the Mist," said the Campbell, "that you 
will never leave this place, excepting for the gibbet ? " 

, " Those who are dearest to me," answered MacEagh, " have trodo 

fliat path before me." 

Then you would do nothing," asked the visiter, " to shun follow- 
ing them r " 

The prisoner writhed himself in his chains before returning an 


answer. 

“ T would do much," at length he said ; " not for my own life, hut 
for the sake of the pledge in tlie glen of Strathaven." 

And what would you do to turn away the bitterness of the hour ?" 
again demanded Murdoch; " I care not few what cause ye mean to 
shun it.” 

" I w'ould do what a man might do, and still call himself a man." 

"Do you call yourself a man,” said the interrogator, "who have 
done the deeds of a wolf? " 

“ I do," answered the outlaw ; "I am a man like my forefathers— 
while wrapt in the mantle of peace, we were lambs — ^it was rent from 
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ua, m\A ye now cdA m"wolv&. Give iis the huts ye JiAvc burned, 
OUT children whom ye hjtve murdered, our widows whom \e have 
starved-^-^coUeet firom' <3ie gibbet and the pole the mangled car- 
casses and whitened skttlls of our kinstneu— 4)id them live and bless 
us, and we will be ybur vassals and brothers— till then, let death, 
and blood, and mutual wrong, draw a dark veil of division between 
us." ' / 

" You will then do nothing for your liberty ? " said the Campbell. 

*^ Any thing— but call my^ the Mend of your tribe/’ answered 
MacEagh. 

"We scorn the friendship of banditti and catorans," retorted Mur- 
doch, " aud would not stoop to accept it.— What ,1 demand to know 
from you, in exchange for yomr liberty, is, whm-e the daughter and 
heiress of the Knight of Ardenvohr is now to bo found? ” 

"That you may wed her to some beggarly kinsman of your great 
master,” said llanald, " after the fashion of the Children of Biarmid ! 
Does not the valley of Glenorqilhy, to tliis very hour, cry shame on 
the violence offered to a helpless infant whom her kinsmen were 
conveying to the court of the Sovereign? Wei*e not her escort com- 
peued to hide her beneath a cauldron, round which th^ fought till 
not one remained to tell the tale ? and was not the girl brought to 
this fatal castle, and iifterwards wedded t5 the brother of M‘Callum 
More, and all for the sake of her broad lands ? ” ^ 

"And if the tide bo true,” said Muidoch, "she had a iircfermcut 
beyond what the King of Scots would have confeiTcd on her. But 
A 5 purpose. The daughter of Sir Duncan of 

Araenvom* is of our own blood, not a stiunger ; aud who has so 
good ajright to know her fate as M‘Oallum More, the chief of her 
clan?" , ; 

is on his part, then, that you demand it ? " said the outlaw. 

Tlie domestic of the Marquis assented. 

“ And you will practise no evil agiwiist the maiden ?— I have done 
her wrong enough already.” 

" No evil, upon the word of a Christian man," replied Murdoch, 

" Aud my guerdon is to be life and liberty V' said tlie OliUd of the 
kliflt. 


“ is our paction," replied the Campbell. 

(( xiien know, that the child whom I saved out of compassion at 
the spouinff of her father’s tower of sti-ength, was bred as air adopted 
daB^i-hter of our tnbe, uutil we were worsted at tlie pass of Balleii- 
dutJiiL by «ic fiCTd incM-nale and mortal enemy of om- tribe, Allan 
Mislay of the Bloody hand^ and by the horsemen of Lennox, under 
the heir of Menteith. 

x/ of tlie Bloody hand?” said 

Mnrdoch, «and she a reputed daughter of thy tribe? Then her blood 
has ^ded the dirk, and thou hast said nothing to rescue thinA own 
forfeited life.” 

“ If my life rests on Iiot," anstrered the outlaw, " it Is secure, for 


*. .Sucii n Stoiy Is tol4 of the heliess of the clan of CnUcr, who was made prisoner in 
dcMitbod, and afterwards wedded to Sir Duncan Oainiiboll, mimwhlcli 
11111011 the CiitupbcllA of Cawdor have their dciic^t 
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iiie dtill suvvivi);; : but it U ium*c!i in^ecum ibUauce--^tliu iiiiiL pro- 
mise of a son of l)iamid." ' 

" That promise shall not fail you/' said the Campbell, if }ou can. 
assure me that she survives, and wnefe.aJie ia to be found/' 

“ In the Castle of Danilin varach/' aaidltamild MaoEagh, under 
the name of Amiot Lyle. 1 have often h(^Brd of her from my kins- 
men, Who have ag^ain approached their native woods, and it is not 
long- shicc' mine old eyes beheld her/* 

" You 1 " said Murdoch, in ^tonishment, you, a chief amon^ the 
Children of the Mist, and ventured so near your mortal foe ?" 

‘‘ Son of ]>iarmid, I did more/' replied the outlaw; I was in 
hall of the castle, disguised as a harper IVom the wiki shores of 
Skianach., My purpose was to have plunged my dirk hi the body of 
the M^Aulay with the Bloody hand, before whom our race treinblcfe^ 
and to liave taken thereafter what fate God shoidd send me. But I 
saw Antiot Lyle, even when my hand was on tlic hilt of my dagger. 
She touched her clairshach^ to a Botig of the Children of tlie Mist, 
which she had .learned when her dwelling was lUnongst us. The 
w^oods in whicli we had dwelt pleasantly, rustled theii’ giceu leaver 
ill the song, and our streams were there with the sound of all fclieir 
waters. My hand forsook the dagger ; the fountains of miiic eyes 
wore opened, and the hour of revenge passed away.— And noWj-^Bon 
of Diarmid, liave 1 not imid the ransom of my head ?'* 

“ Ay/' replied Murdoch, ** if your tale be true ; but what proof can 
you assigii for it ? " 

**' Bear witness, heaven anti earth/' Cxdaimcd the outlaw, he 
already looks how he may step over his woiid! " 

Not so,** replied MtirdocJi ; " every promise shall be kept to 3 'ou 
when I am assured you have told me the truth. — 1 must speiik a 
few words witli your companion in captivity.*' 

“ Fair and fVifee— ever fair and false,** muttered the prisoner, as he 
threw himself once more on the floor of his dungeon. 

Meanwhile, Captain Dalgetty, who had attended to every word of 
this dialogue, was making liis own remarks on it in private. What 
the hmher can this sly fellow have to any to me ? 1 liave no child, 
either of my own, so far ns 1 know% or of any oilier person, tp tell Ijini 
ti tale about. But let him come on — ^lie will have some maiiceuvring 
ere he turn the flank of the old soldier.** 

Accordingly, as if he had stood pike in hand to defend a broach, 
lie waited witn cautibn, but without fear, the commencement of tJie 
attack. 

“ You are a citizen of the world. Captain Dalgetty," said Murdoch 
Oairipbcll, “ and cannot be isynorant of our old vScottisli iirovorb, 
gif‘U 0 j\^ which goes through all nations and all services.*' 

“ Then 1 shoiud know sometliing of it/* said Daigotty; ‘‘ for, ex- 
cf'pt the Turks, there are few powers in Europe whom l lpive not 
Kjrvcd ; and 1 have sometimes tliought of taking a turn either wtli 
Betldem Gabor, or with the Janizanes.** 

A man of your experience and unprejudiced ideas then, will un- 

1 llnri;. 

a In oM Kn^»li^»h ka me la Vm^ I. c. rimtuaUy ficnin* cacli other. 



8d 




dcrstand me at once,” said Murdoch, " when I say, I mean tliat your 
free^jm shall depend on your triio and iiprifflit mmer to a few 
triflinff questions respecting the gentlemen yoiihave left ; their state 
of preparatioD ; the number of Qieir men ; and nature of their ap- 
pointments ; and as much as you chance to Immr about their plan of 
Operations.” ^ , , . , . 

“ Just to satisfy your curiosity ” said Dafeetty, aud without any 
farmer purpose?” ^ ' : , . , 

“ None in the world,” replied Murc^ 5^ what interest should a 
poor devil like me take in tiicir.op^tions ? ” 

" Make your iuterrografcions, then ” said the Captain, " end I will 
answer them 

How many Irish may be on thmr march to join James Graham 
the delinquent?” 

Probably ten thousand,” said Captain Dalgretty. 

Ten thousand! ” replied Murdofeh ang^rily ; ‘Vwe know that scarce 
two tliousand landed at Ardimmurchan.” 

Then you know more about them tlian I do,” answered Captain 
Dalifctty, with /yreat composure. ^ 1 never saw them mustered yet, 
,or even under arms.” 

“ And how many men of the clans may be expected ” demanded 
Murdoch. 

" As many as they can make^” replied tilie Cap^tain. 

" You are answerinff from the purpose, sir,” said Murdoch ; speak 
plainly, will there he five thousand men ? ” 

" There aud thereabouts,” answered Dalgctty. 

You are playing with^our life^ sir, if you trifle with me,” replied 
the catechist ; “ one whistle of mine, and in»ies3 than ten mimitca 
your head liaiigs on tlie drawbridffe/^ 

“ But to speak candidly, Mr hitirdooh,” replied the Captain, i\o 
you think it is a reasonable thing to ask me after the secrets of our 
army, and I engaged to serve for the whole campaign ? If I tauglit 
you how to defeat Montrose, what becomes of iny i)ay, arrears, and 
chance of booty ? ” 

“ I tell you, said Camph^ ^ that if you be stubborn, your cam- 
paign shall begin and end in a march to the block at the castle-gate, 
which stands ready for suCh land-laufers ; but if you answer my ques- 
tions faithfully, I will receive you into my— into the service of 
M^Callum More.” 

^ Docs the service afford good pay?” said Captain Dalgetty. 

" He will double yours, if you will return to Montrose and act 
" under his direction,” 

I wish 1 liad seen you, sir, before taking on with him,” said Dal- 
getty, appearing to meditate. 

On the contrary, I can afford you n>ore advantageous terms now,” 
said the Campbell ; always supposing that you are faithful.” 

“ Faithful, that is, to you, ana a traitor to Montrose,” answered tlic 
Captain. 

Faithful to the cause of religion and good order,” answered Mur- 
doch, “ which sanctifies any deception you may employ to serve it.” 
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Aud ihe Marquisof Argyle--43liouM I inidilie to miov Im service, 
is be a kind master ? ” demaJided Dalgetiy. 

“ Never man kinder.” qnoth Campbell. 

** And bountiful to Ins officers ?” pursued ttie Captain. 

The most open hand in Scotland,” replied Mwdoch. 

True and faithful to lus engagements ?” continued Dalgetty. 

As honourable a nobleman as breathes ” said the clansman. 

“ 1 iiever heard so much good of him before,” said Delgetty ; “ you 
must know the Mai’quis wml, — ^or rather you must be tlie Marquis 
Jjimself !— Lord of Argyle ” he added, throwing himself suddmily on 
the disguised nobleman, I arrest you in the name of King Charles, 
as a ti*aitor. If you veutuve to call lor assistance, I will wrench round 
your neck.” 

The attack which Dalgetty made upon Argyle’s person was so 
sudden and unexpected, mat ne easily prostrated him on the Hoov of 
the dungeon, and held him down auth one hand, while his right, 
gras|jmg the Marquisas throat, was re^xdy to strangle him on the 
Rjightest attempt to call for assistance. 

“ liord of Argyle,” he said, it is now my turn to lay down the 
terms of capitulation. If you list to shew me the private w^ay by 
which yoti entered the dungeon, you shall escape, on condition of 
being my locum tenenSi as we said at tlio Mareaclinl College, until 
your warder visits hk prisoners. But if not, I will first strangle 
you — I leanied the art from a Polonian heyduck, who had been 
a slave in the Ottoman seraglio — atid then seek out a mode of 
retreat.” 

Villain! you would not murder me for my kindness,” murninrod 
Arg>’)e. * 

“ Not for your kindness, my lord»” replied Dalgetty ; but fir^t, 
to leach your lordship the jn^ aentium towards cavaliers who come 
to you under safe-conduct ; and secondly, to wani you of the danger 
of proposing dishonourable terms to any worthy soidado, in order to 
tempt him to become false to his standard during the term of Iiis 
service.” 

“ S])are my life,” said Argyle, and I will do as yon require.” 

Dalgetty maintained his ^ipe upon the Marquis's throat, com- 
pressing it a little while he ask^ questions, and relaxing it so fixr as 
to give him the power of answering them. 

Where is the secret door into the dungeon ho demanded. 

“ Hold up the lantern to the comer on your right hand, you will 
discern the iron which covers the spring,” replied the Marquis. 

“ So far so good. — ^Where does the passage lead to ? ” 

" To my private apartment behind the tapestry,” answered the 
j)rostrate nobleman. 

From thence how shall I roach the gateway ? ” 

“ Through the grand gallery, the anteroom, the lackey's waiting 
liall, the grand guardmom 

All crowded with soldiers, factionarics, and attendants ? — that 
will never do for me, my lord ; have you no secret passage to 
tljc gnte, as you have to your dungeons? I have seen sueh in 
Gernuiny. ” 



There is a passiio'e throu^^h the efevpel,” fiaid the Marquis, open. 
ft-Dm iny apartment/^ 

“ A tid what isi the paas-word at the gate ? ” 

'• The sword of Levi/ replied the Marquis ; but if you will receive 
my pledge of hohour, I lviU fo with yoti, escort yto through every 
guard, and Set you at ftiQ liberty witli a passppri^^ ; 

" *’ 1 iniglifc trust yoU, my lord, were yonsr throat not already black 
with the grasp of my finders j— as it is, heso hs d tinted, as 

the Spaniard says. Yet you may gra^t me a^wtssport ate there 
writing materials in your apartmeut? . 

“ Surely ; and blank passports ready to be signed. I will attend 
you there/ said the Marquis, " instantly." 

‘‘ It were too much honour for the like of me/ said Dalgetty; 
“ your lordship shall remain under charge of mine honest friend 
Ranald MacEagh ; therefore, pritheelet me drag you within reach 
of hk chain.—IIonest Ranald, you see how matters stand with Us. I 
shall tind the means, I doubt not, of setting you at freedom. Mean- 
time. do as you see me do; clap your hand thus on the weasand of 
, thk jiigli mid mighty prince, under his ruff, and if he offer to struggle 
or cry outj fail not, inr worthy Ranald, to squeeze doughtily ; and if 
it Im ad dcliqiiixm, Ranald, tliat is, till he swoon, there k'no great 
, nmtter, seeing he designed your gidlet and mine to still harder 
' usage." * 

“ If he offer at speech or struggle," said Ranald, “he dies by my 
band." 

“ Tliat is right, Rannld— Ycry spirited -A, ihoroiigli-going friend 
that understands a hint is worth a million ! " 

Thus resigning the charge of the Marquis to his new confederate, 
Dalgetty pressed the spring, by which the secret door flew open, 
though so well were its hkiges polished and oiled, that it made not 
the slightest noise in reyolving. The opposite side of the door was 
sccurcxl by very strong bolts and bars, beside which hung one or two 
beys, designed apparently to undo fetterlocks. A narrow staircase, 
ascending up through the thickness of the castle-wall, landed, as the 
Mar([uk Imd truly informed liim, behind the tapestir of his private 
ai)artinent. Bttch communications were frequent in old feudal castlcii 
as they gave the lord of the fortress, like a second Dionysius, the 
means of hearing the conversation of his prisoners, or, if ho pleased, 
of visiting them in disguise, an experiment which had terminated sc 
unpleasantly on the present occasion for Gillespie Grumach. Having 
examined previously whether there was any one in the apartment, 
and finding the coast clears the Captain entered, and hastily possess- 
ing himself of a blank passport, several of which lay on the table. 
Liud of writing materials, securing, at the same time, the Marquis's 
dagger, and a silk cord from the Iningiugs, he agaui descended intc 
the c amm . where, listening a moment at the door, he could hear tin 
iialf-sfi^^yoice of the Marquis making great proffers to MacEsigh. 
on*;eoiuliti8R he would suffer iiim to give an alarm. 

for a forest of deer— not for a thousand head of cattle,'' 
Itoiili fbred the freebooter ; “ not for all the lands that evei* called a 
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son of liiarmiil master, will I break the troth I have p%hte4 to him 
of the iron varment ! " \ 

“ He of tiie iron Jyfarmen3fc/^^i4 Dalgfetfcy. enterings ia bouuden 
unto you, MacEa^h, and this n<5bi6 lord be bouudeu also; but 
ih*st he must fill up this . pas^ort with the namcis of Miyor Dugald 
Dalffotty and liia guide, or he is Wke to have a purport to another 
world/' ^ y r 


The Mai-quis subscribed and wrotc^ by the light of the dark lantern, 
as the soldier m-eacribed to him* 

' " And now, Kanald," said Bxdgetty. strip tliy upper garmenfciii 
thy plaid I mean, Eaiiald, and in it will I mulBe tlie M'Oauum More, 
and make of him, for the time, , a Child of the Mist— Nay, I must 
bring it over yom* head, my lord^ so m to secui'e us against your mis- 
timed clamour-^So, now he k sr^dently muffled-Jiold down yopr 
hands, or, by Heaven, I will stab you to the heart with your owg 
dagger 1 — nay, you shall bo bouna %vith noihing less than silk, m 
your quality deservea.-r^o* now he is secure till some one comes % 


the sufferer 5 at what hour, inyg:ood Ranald, did tile jailor usually 
appear?" , 

‘‘Never tiff . the sun was beneath the western wave,” said Maiw- 
Eagli, 

“ Then, my friend, we shall liavc three hours good," said the 
cautious Captain. “ In the meantime, let us labour for your libera- 
tion." 

To examine Kanald's chain, was the nekt occupation. It was 
undone by means of one of the keys which huiig bdiind the private 
door, probablj deposited tlici’e, that the Marquis might, if lie 
pleiiscu, dismiss a prisoner, or remove him elsewhere without llio 
necessity of siuniuoniiig the warden. The outlaw stretched his 
benumbed arms, and bounded from the floor of the dungeon in all 
the ecstasy of I’ecovered freedom. 

“ Take the livery-coat of that noble prisoner," said Captain Dal- 
getty ; “ put it on, and follow close at my heels." 

The outlaw obeyed. They ascended the private stair, liaving first 
•secured the door behiud them, and thus saftny reached the apartment 
or the Marquis. ^ ^ 


1 I'he precnriotis state of tli6 feudal nobles introduced a gi*cat deal of espionage into 
tliclr castles. Sir Bobert Cnv^by mentions iiis having put on the cloak of ono of his own 
-wardens to obtain a eoiifessloU from tlie mouth of Geordlo Bouriie, his prisonei*. -whom 
he caused prcsenLl>’ to be lionged in return for the frankness of his communication. Tlio 
line old Border cnstle of Kawortli coutaiiis a private stair Uom the apartmciUOf flio 
liOrd William Howard, by whicli he could -\dslt the dimgcon, ns it alleged in the proving 
chapter to have been practised by tlie Marquis of Argylc, 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

This WAS tlie cn^, then, these stairs— bai wlUther after t 
Yet he that's sure to perish oa the laitd 
May quit the nloe^ of card and ooinpass, 

And trust^he open sea without a pilot. 

Tragedy Bi'ennomit. 

' ' ' *li ' 

" lioott out for the private way l^iroug*!! the jdiapel* RaDakl,” said 
Uie Captain, “ while I g^ve ahasty re^rd to these matters.” 

Thus speaking, he seized with one hand a hundle of Artie’s moat 
jn-ivate papers, and •vrith the other a purse of ig^pld, both ot which lay 
m a drawer of a riclr cabinet, which stood invitingly open. Neither 
(lid lie ne8:lect to possess himself of a sword and pistols, with powder- 
llask and balls, which hung in the anartmpnt. ^ Intelligence and 
booty,” said the veteran, as he pouched the spoils, ^ each honourable 
cavalier should look to, the one on his general’s behalf, and the other 
on liis own. This sword is an Andrea Ferrara, and the pistols better 
than mine own. But a fair exchange is no robbery, ooldados are 
not to be endangered, and endangered gr4tiiitou.sly,,my Lord of 

Argyle But soft, soft, Ranald : wise Man of the Misk whither art 

thou bound?” 

It was indeed full time to sto^p MacEagh’s proceedings ; for, not 
finding the private passage readily, and impatient, it would seem, of 
faa’thei' delay, he bad caught down a sword and target, and was about 
to enter the great galleryj with the purpose, doubtless, of fighting 
his w^ay through all opposition. 

“ Hold, while you hve,” whispered Palgetty, laying hold on him. 
“ We must lie perdUiC, if possible. So bar we this door, that it may 
be thought M‘Oallum More woiild be private-— and now let me make 
a reconnoissance for the private passage.” 

By looking behind the tapestry in various places, the Captain at 
length discovered a private door, and behind that a winding passage, 
terminated by anothw door, which doubtless entered the clmpel. But 
what was his disagveeable s^irprise to hear, on the other sicTe of thfs 
second door, the sonorous voice of a divine in the act of preaching. 

This made the villain,” he said, ** recommend tliis to ns as a pri- 
vate passage. I am strongly tempted to return and cut bis throat.” 

He then opened very gently the door, which lot into a latticed 
gallery used by the Marquis liimsclf, the curtains of wliich were 
drown, perhaps with the purpose of having it supposed that he was 
engaged in attendance upon divine worship, when, in fact, he was 
absent upon his secular aliairs. There was no otner person in the 
seat ; for the family of the Marquis, — such was the high state main- 
tained in those d(ys, — sate during service in another gallery, placed 
somewhat lower than that of the great man himself. This oeiiig the 
case, Captain Dalgetty ventured to ensconce himself in the gaflery, 
•'^f which he carefully secured tlie door. 

Never (although the ex])ression be a bold one) was a sermon 
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listened to with more impatience, and less edification, on the part of 
ibue, at least, of the audience. The Captain beard sixteenthly^^ 
sB,vmtemthly^eighteeiiithly9 and to conclude^ with a sort of feeling? 
Bke distracted despair. But no man can lecturo/(for.tlie service 
called a lecture) for ever ; and the discourse was at lengrth 
dosed, the clergyman not filling to make a profound bow towards 
the latticed jgallery, little suspecting whom be honoiured by that re- 
verence. To judge from the haste with which they dfepersed, the 
domestics of tlie Marquis were scarce more pleased with tlieir late 
occupation tlian the anxious Captain Dalgetty ; indeed, many of 
them being Ilighlaiidmen, had the excuse of not understanding a 
siude word which the clergyman spoke, although they gave tlicir at- 
tendance on hk doctrine by the special order of M^Cailum More, and 
would have done so had the prcachei* been a Turkish Imaum. 

But although the congregation dispersed thus rapidly, the divine 
remained behind in the chapel, and, walking up and down its Gothic 
precincts, seemed either to be meditating on wliat he hpd just been 
delivering, or pr^^ring a fresh discourse for, the next opportunity. 
Bold as lie was, Dalgetty hesitated wliiit he ought to do. Time, how- 
ever, pressed, and every moment jygicreased the chance of their escape 
being discovered by the jailor visiting the dungeon perhaps before 
Ill's wonted time, arid discover!]^ the exchange which iiad been made 
there. At lengtli, whispering Eanald, who watched all his motions, 
to follow him and preserve his eountenauce, Captain Dalgetty, with 
a very composed air, descended a flight of steps which led from the 
gallery into the body of the chapel. A less experienced adventurer 
would have endeavoured to pass the worthy clergyman rapidly, in 
hopes to escape unnoticed. But the Captain, who foresaw the ma- 
nifest danger of failing in such an attempt, walked gravely to meet 
the divine upon his walk in the midst of the chancel, and, pulling olf 
his cap, was about to pass him after a formal reverence. But what 
was his surprise to view in the iireacher the very same person with 
whom he had dined in the castle of Ardeiivohr ! Yet he speedily rc- 
^'overed his composure ; and, ere the clergyman could speak, was 
the first to address him. “ I could not," ho said, leave this man- 
sion witli out bequeathing to you, my very reverend sir, my humble 
u thanks for the homily wntli wiiich you have this evening favoured 
us!" 

i did not observe, sir," said the clergyman, “that you were in the 
cha]iel." 

“It pleased the honourable Marquis," said Dalgetty, rdodestly, 
‘‘to grace me with a seat in his own gdlory." The divine. bowed, 
low nt this intimation, knowing that siieli an honour was only vou<^h- 
safed to persons of very high rank. “ It has been my fate, sir," said 
the Captain, “ in the sort of wandering life which I have led, to ha^^ 
heard different preachers of different religions— as for example, Lu- 
theran, Evangelical, Reformed, Calvinistical, and so forth, but never 
have I listenell to such a homily as yours." 

“ Call it a lecture, worthy sir," sai(l the divine, “ such is the phrase 
of our church." 

“Lecture or homily," said Dalgetty, “ it w’as, as the High German 
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ganzfortri ftioh f and I could not leav4ihisi }daoe witlicmt testi- 
fy W TOto you what inward emotions I have undergone during your 
odifyinef prelection ; aiad liow 1 am touched to the ^nick» that I shotiid 
yesterday, during the refection, hare seemed to iiifrhi|re on the te- 
^ot due 4o Buch a person as yourself.” 

« Alas! iny worthyaii%”MidthecleiOTraan,^*wemeetin this world 
as in the Valley of Hie Bhadepw of Death, not fenowhg against, whom 
we may chance tci ex^eotmter. ^ In truth, it is no matter of marvel, if 
we sometimes jostle those, to whom, if known, wewo^ld yield all 
respect; purely, sir, 1 would rather have taken you 'for a profane 
malignant than for such a devout person as you prove, who reverences 
the great Master even in the meanest of his servants.” 

“ It is ailways my custom to do so, learned sir,” answered Dalgetty ; 
‘‘for in the service of the immortal Gustavus — but I detain you 
from your meditations,”— his desire to speak of the King of Sweden 
being for once overpowered by the necessity of his circumstances. 

“ By no nmans, my worthy sir,” said the clergyman. “ Wliat was, 
I pray you, the order pf that great Prince, whose memory is so dear 
to every Protestant bosom?” 

“ Sii*, the drums beat to prayers^morniiig and evening, as regularly 
as for parade ; and if a soldier passed without saluting the chaphun, 
he had an hour’s ride on the ivooden mare for his pains. Sir, I wish 
you a very good evening — I am obliged to depart the castle under 
M‘Callum More’s passport.” 

“ Stay one instant, sir,” said tlic preacher; “is there nothing I can 
do to testify my respect for the pupil of the great Gustavus, and so 
admirable a judge ot preaching r ” 

“Nothing, sir,” said the Captain, “hut to shew me the nearest 
way to the gate — and if you would have the kindness,” he added 
with great effrontery, “to let a r.ervant bring my horse with him, 
the dark grey geldmg — call him Gustavus, and he will prick up 
his cixrs — for 1 know not where the castle stahlos are situated, 
and my guide,” he added, looking at Kanold, speaks no Eng- 
lish.” ^ 

“ I hasten to accommodate you,” said the clergyman ; “ your ivav 
lies through that cloistered passage.*^ 

“Now, Heaven’s blessing upon your vanity!” said the Captaimt'o’ 
himself. “ I was afraid I would have had to march off without Gus- 
tavuft.” 

In fact, so effectually did the chaplain exert himself in bcdialf of so 
excellent a judge of composition, tliat while Dalgetty was parleying 
with the sentinels at the drawbridge, shewing his passport, and Viv- 
iiig tlie watchword, a servant brought him lus horse, ready saddled 
jcMirney. In another place, the Captain’s sudden api^earance 
after having been publicly sent to prison, might have ex- 
jRrmispicion and inquiry ; but tne officci*a and domestics of tlie 
firquis were accustomed to tlie mysterious policy of their master, 
ft never supposed aught else than that he had been Jiborated and 
Msted witli some private commission by their master. In this 
and having received the parole, they gave him free passage, 
^^algetty rode slowly through the town of Inverary, the outlaw 
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nttendinff upon him iike^A foot-page At hift horflte'ii shoulder. As they 
nassed the i^bbet, the ol3 tn^i looked on Iho bodies and wrung his 
Muds. The look and jresture we mamentery, but expressive ot 
indcscrihable auguish. InstenUy i^eooveilng himself, EamUd, in pass- 
ing, whispered somewhat to one of the foniaiei^ who, like Ilizpah the 
daughter of Aiah, seemed enge^ed in watching, and mourning the 
victims, of feudal injustice and cruelty. The woman started at his 
voice, but immediately collected herself, and returned for answer a 
slight inclination of the head. , . 

l>algetty continued his way out of the town, uncertain whether he 
should tiy to seize or hire a boat and cross the lake, or plunge into 
the woods, and there conceal himself from pursuit. In the former 
event ho was liable to be instantly purstieu by the galleys of the 
Marquis, which lay ready for sailing, their long yard*ai*ms. pointing 
to the wind, and what hope could he have in an ordinary Highland 
fishing-boat to escape from thorn? If he made the lattjsr choice, his 
clianco either of supporting or concealing himself in tjiose waste and 
unknown wildernesses, was in the highest degree precarious. The 
town lay now hohiud him, yet wliat hand to turn to for safety he was 
unable to determine, and began to bo sensible, that in escaping from 
the dungeon ot Inverary, desperate as the matter Becmed, he had 
only accomplished the easiest part of a difficult task. If retaken, 
his fate was now certain ; for the personal injury he had oflercd to a 
man, so powerful and so vindictive, could be atoned for only by in- 
stant death. AVliile he poiulered these distressing reflections, and 
looked around with a countenance wliich plainly expressed indeed-’ 
sion, Kanald MacEagh suddenly asked him, ‘‘ which way he intended 
to journey ?” 

And that, honest comrade " answered Dalgetty, ‘‘is precisely the 
question which I eunnot answer you. Truly I hegin to hold the 
opinion, Kanald, that wc had better have stuck by the brown loaf and 
water pitcher until Sir Duncan arrived, wlio, tor lua own honour, 
must have made some fight for me.^' 

** Saxon,” answered MacEagh, ^^do not regret having exclianged 
the foul breath of yonder dungeon for the free air of heaven. Above 
all, repent not that you have served a Sou of the Mi.st. Put your- 
{> 3 lf under my guidance, and I will w^arraut your safety with my 
head.” 

“ Can you guide me safe through these mountains, and back to the 
army of Montrose ? ” said Dalgetty. 

can,” answered MacEagh ; " there lives not a man to whom the 
mountain passes, the carems, the glens, the thickets, and the corries 
arc known, as they are to the Children of the Mist. While others^ 
crawl on the level ground, by the sides of lakes and streams, ours ai^ 
the steep hollows of the inaccessible mountains, the birtb-plaeo of the, 
desert springs. Not all the bloodhounds of Argjlc can trace the 
fastnesse.s through which I can guide you.” 

‘‘Say’st thou so, honest Ranald?’ replied Dalgetty; “then have 
on with thee ; for of a surety I shall never save the ship by my own 
pilotage.” 

The outlaw accordingly led the way into the wood, by which the 



castle Is surrounded for severd miles, iralkinswitli somucli de^patcli 
«s kept Qustavus at a i^ound trot, and taldnff such a number of crc^s 
cuts and turns, that Calvin Dal^etty^ speedily lost all idea wjiei*e ho 
mi ji^ht be, and all tosowfed^fi of the .points of the compass. At length, 
the path, which had graftuaBy become more difficult, altogether ended 
among thickets and imderwood^ The romdng of a torrent was heard 
in the. neighbourhood, the ground became in some places broken, lu 
others boggy, and every whSre unfit for riding. , » 

■^liit the foul fiend,” said Dalget^y, ** is to be done here ? I must 
part with Gustavos, I fear.” , „ , 

" Take no care for ycftir horse,” said the outlaw ; “ he shall soon bo 
restored to you.” 

As be spoke, he whistled in a low tone, and a lad, half dressed m 
tartan, half naked, having only his own shaggy hair, tied with a thong 
of leather, to protect his head and face from sun and weather, lean, 
and half-starved in aspect, his wild gi*ey eyes appearing to fill uj) ten 
times the prtjgportioii usually allotted to them in the human face, 
crept out, as a wild beast might have done, from a thicket of brambles 
ana briars. 

“ Give your horse to the gillie,” said Hannld MacEagh ; ‘^your jife 
depends upon it.” 

^‘Ochl oeh!” exclaimed the despairing veteran; ^^Elieu! as we 
used to say at Mareschal College, must I leave Oustavus in such 
grooming?” 

" Are you frantic, to lose time thus ? ” said his guide ; “ do we stand 
on friend’s ground, that you should part with your horse as if lie were 
your brother? I tell you, you shall have him again; but if you 
never saw the animal, is not life better tliau the best colt ever marc 
ibaled?” 

And that is true too, mine honest friend,” sighed Dalgctty ; yet 
if you knew but the value Of Oustavus, and the things we two have 
done and sufiered together — See* he turns back to look at me !— 
Be kind to liira, my good breechiess friend, and I will requite you 
well.” *So saying, and witlial sniffling a little to swallow his grief, he 
turned from the heart-rending sipectacle in order to follow his guide. 

follow his guide was no easy matter, and soon required more 
agility than Captain Dalgctty could master. The very first plungTj 
after he had parted from his charger, carried him, with little assistance 
from a few overhanging boughs, or projecting roots of trees, eight 
feet sheer down into the course of a torrent, up which the Sou of the 
Mist led the way. * Huge stones, over wliich they scrambled, — thickets 
of thorn and brambles, through which they had ^ drag themselves, — 
roclcs which were to be climbed on the one side with mucli labour 
and pain, for the purpose of an equally prccaidous descent upon the 
other ; all these, and many such interruptions^ were surmounted by 
light-ffx)ted and half-naked mountaineer with an ease and velocity 

nich excited the surprise and envy of Captain Dalgetty, who, 
encumbered by his head-piece, corslet, and other armour, not to 
mention his ponderous jack-boots, found himself at length so much 
exhausted by fatigue, and the difficulties of the road, tnat ho sate 
down upon a stone in order to recover his bi'eath, while he explained 
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to Bauald MacEagh tlie d|ffex^i2oe txpeditus and 

impedittis^ aa these two^imiitaty ptENkn wei:e iMerstood at Mare- 
schal CoBe^) Aberdeea. l!he sole {esisw^;of .&e motaiitfiineer was 
to lay his Baod m the soldi^s aittf Iia9 :$m ia the 

direction of the wind* Da^^^ e^3|d eteni^ was 

closin^r &st, and they we^ at m <if a dark ravine. But at 

length he could diswetlT! M!:# disti^ce the suUen tdl of a 
hir^ebelL r 

^ThaV' sftld hOj ^must be the alanh*^-4he stom-cilo^ as tlie 
Geraums call it/^ 

strikes the hour of your death»’^ answered Ban4d, ** unless 
YOU can accompany me a little farther. For every toll of that bell a 
brave man has yielded up his soul/* 

“ Truly, Itahald, itty trusty friend," said Dajgetty, ** I will not deny 
that the case may be soon my own; for I am so forfoucliten, (being* 
us 1 explained to you, impeaitu^f for had 1 been expcditits^ 1 miiul 
not pedestrian exercise the flourish of a flfe,) that 1 think 1 had 
better ensconce myself in one of these bushes, and even lie quiet 
'there to abide what fortune God shall send me. 1 entreat you, mine 
honest friend Ranald, to shift for yoursdfy and leave me to my 
foi’tune, as tlie Lion of the North, the immortal Gustarus Adolphus, 
my never-to-be-forgottki master, (whom you must surely have heard 
of, Ranald, though you may have heara of no one dse,) said to 
Francis Albert, Duke of Saxe-Lauefiburgh, when he was mortally 
w^oimded on the xdains of Lutzen. Neither despair altogether of my 
safety, Ranald, seeing 1 have been in as great pinches as this in 
Germany_morc espeeiallv, 1 remember me, that at the fatal battle 
of Nerliugen— after which I changed service 

‘‘ If you would save your father^ son^s breath to help his child out 
of trouble, instead of wasting it Ujponjhe talcs of Seanuachies," 
said Ranald, wlio now grew impatient of the Captain’s loquacity, 
‘*or if your feet could travel as fast as your tongue, you miglit 
yet lay your head on an unbloody pillow to-night." 

“ Something there is Hke military skill in that," replied the Cap- 
tain, “although wantonly and irreverently spoken to an officer of 
rank. But I hold it good to pardon such freedoms on a march, 
in respect of the Saturnalian licence indulged in such cases to the 
Iroops of all nations. And now, resume thiuo office, friend Ranald, 
in respect 1 am well-breathed: or, to be more plain, I prau seqiiar^ 
as w'c used to say at Maresehm College." 

Comprehending his meaning rather from his«motious than his 
language, the Son of the Mist again led the way^ with an unerring 
]>recision that looked like instinct, through a variety of ground the 
most difficult and broken that could weff be imagined. Dragging 
idong his ponderous boots, encumbered with thigh-jjieces, gauntlets, 
corslet, and back-piece, not to mention the Imif jerkin which .he 
wore mider all these arms, talking of his fonner exploits the whole 
wav, though Ranald paid not the slightest attention to liim, Captain 
Dalgetty contrived to follow his guide a considerable space farthei’, 
when the deep-mouthed baying of a hound was lieoi'd coming down 
the wind} as ii opening on the scent of its prey. 
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“ Black liotinid,’' said Ranald, « whose throat never boded good to 
ftOhild of the Mist,' ill-lbrtune to her who littered thee! hast thou 
idready found our trace? But thou art too late, swart hound ot 
darkness, and the deer has gained Uie herd," 

So saying, he whistled vei^ softly, and was answered in a tone 
equally low from the pass, up which they had for ^nne time 

been ascending. Mending th^r pace, they reached the top, wliere 
the moon, which Ixad now fisen bright and clear, shewed to I)algetty 
a party of ten or twelve Highlanders, and about as many women and 
cliiidrem l>y whom Ranald MacEagh was received with such trans- 
ports of joy, as made his ootdpianion easily sensible that those by 
whom lie was surrounded, must of course be Ohildron of the Mist. 
The place which they occupied well suited their name and habits- 
It was a beetling erbg, round which winded a very narrow and broken 
fbo^ath, commanded in various places by the position which they 

Ranald spoke anxiously and hastily to the children of his tribe, 
and the men came one by one to shake hands with Dalgetty, while 
the women, clamorous in their gratitude, pressed round to kiss even 
the hem of his garment, ^ 

“ They plight their faith to you," said Ranald MocEagh, “ for 
requital of the good deed you have doUe td-the tribe this day," 

“Enough said, Ranald," answered the soldier, *^enougIi said — toll 
them I love not this shaking of hands — it coiiftises ranks and degrees 
in military service; and as to kissing of gauntlets, puldrons, and the 
like, I remember that the immortal Gustavus, as lie rode through 
the streets of Nuremberg, being thus worshipped by the populace, 
(being doubtless far more worthy of it than a poor though honourable 
cavalier like m.ysclf,) did say unto them, in the way of rebuke, ^ If 
you idolize me thus like a god, who shall assure you that the ven- 

f eance of Heaven will not soon prove me to bo a mortal?' — A.ud so 
ere, I supjiose, you intend to make a stand against your followers, 
Ranald, voto a Dios, as the Spaniard says — a very iiretty j)o,sition — 
as pretty a position for a small peloton of men as I Iiave seen in inv 
service— -no enemy can come towards it by the road without being at 
the mercy of cannon and ramket. — But then, Raiiiiid, my triisly 
comrade, you have no cannon, I dare to aver, and I do not sc(* 
any of these fellows have muskets either, »So with what artillery 
you propose making good the pass, before you come to hand blows, 
truly, Ranald, it passeth ray apprehension." 

“With the weapons and with the counige of our fathers,” said 
MacEagh ; and made the Captain observe, tfiit the men of liis party 
were armed with bows and amiws. 

“Bows and arrows!" exclaimed Dalgetty ; “ha! ha! ha! have we 
Robin Hood and Little John back again? Bows and arrows! why, 
thS, ®lffht has not been seen in civilized war for a hundred years. 
I&Ws jind aiTows! and why not weavers’-beams, as in the days 
of Goliah? Ah! that Dugaid Dalgetty, of Dnimthwacket, should 
live to see men fight with bows ami arrows!— The immortal Gustavus 
would never have believed it — ^nor Wallenstein — ^nor Butler — nor old 
Tilly — Weil, Ranald, a cat can have but its claws—sinee bows and 
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arrows are the word, e^en let us make the b^t of it. Only, as 1 do 
not understand the scope and ratige of such old-fashiOned artillery, 
fou must make the best disposition you can out of your own head ; 
ibr my taking the command, wliilk I would have glaoly done had you 
been to fight with any Christian weapons, is out ot the question, 
when you are to combat like qiuivered NumidianS. I will, however, 
play my part with my pistols m the approaching mellay, in respect 
my carabine unhappily remains at Gustavus’s saddle.— My service 
and thanks to you,^' lie continued, addressing a mountaineer ^yho 
oflfered him a bow; “Dugald DaJgetty may say of himself, as he 
learned at Marescluil College, 

Kon egpt Mauri jaculls, neque arcn* 

Noc vencnatis gravida saglttifl, 

Fusee, pliaretra; 


whilk is to say ” 

Ranald MacEaj^h a second time imposed silence on the talkative 
commander as before, by pulling his sleeve, and pointing down the 
pass. The bay of the bloodhound was now approaching nearer and 
nearer, and they could hear the voices of several persons who ac- 
companied the animal, and hallooed to each other as they dispersed 
occasionally, either in the hurry of their advance, or in order 
search more accurately the thickets m they came along. They were 
obviously drawing nearer and nearer every moment. MacJEagli, in 
the meantime, proposed to Captain Dalgetty to disencumber hnnself 
of his armour, ana gave him to iinderstoiid that the women should 
transport it to a place of safety, 

“ I crave your pardon, sir, said Dalgetty, ‘^siich is not the rule of our 
foreign service; in respect I remember the regiment of Finland cui- 
rassiers reprimanded, and their kettle-drums taken fi'om them, by the 
immortal Gustavus, because they had assiuned the permission to 
march without their corslets, and to leave them with the baggage. 
Neither <lid they strike kettle-drums a^nn at the head of iliat famous 
regimtmt until they behaved themsehres so notably at the field of 
Leii>.sic ; a lesson whilk is not to be forgotten, any more than that 
exclamation of the immortal Gustavus, ‘Now shall 1 know if my 
officers love me, by their putting on their armour; since, if my 
officers are slain, who shall load my soldiers into victory ?' Never- 
theless, frioud Ranald, this is without prejudice to my being rid 
of these somewhat heavy boots, providing I can obtain any other 
succodaneum ; for I presume not to say that my bare soles are forti- 
fied so as to endure tlie flints and thorns, as seems to be the case with 
your followers/* 

To rid the Captain of his cumbrous greaves, and case his feet iu a 
pair of brogues made out of deerskin, which a Ilighlandcr stripped 
off for his accommodation, was the work of a minute, and Dalg^ty 
found himself much lightetied by the exchange, lie was in the act 
of recommending to Ranald MacEagh, to send two or three of liis 
followers a little Tower to reconnoitre the pass, and, at the same time, 
somewhat to extend his front, placing two detached archers at each 
flank by way of posts of observation, when the near cry of the hound 
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a^priz^ them that the pTirsuers were $t the bottom of the pass* All 
was then dead silence; for* loquacious as he wf^ on other occasions. 
Captain Dalgettyjknew W€^;^e neoes^ty of iwd aml^ah keeping it* 
self under covert. . . 


Captain Dalgetty knew wcal^^e neeestoty of bA amt^ah 
self under covert. 

The moon gleamed on th^hroken paih*way, and on th 
clifs of rock round which it wkded, its light intercept 


'here and 


there by. the branches of Imshes and dwarf-trees, which, finding nou- 
ri^ment in the crevices of the rocks, in some p^es overshadowed 
the brow arid ledge of the prec^icp. Below, a thick oop^wood lay 
in deep and dark shadow,* somewhat resembling the biUows of a half- 
seen ocean. From the bosom of that darkpesi^ and close to the hot* 
tom of the predipice, the hound was heard at intervals baying fear- 
fully, sounds which wene redordbled by the echoes of the woods and 
rocks around. At intervals, these sunk into deep silence, interrupted 
only by tlie plashing noise of a small runnel ot water, which partly 
fidl from the rock, partly found a more silent passage Mlie bottom 
along its projecting surface. Voices of men were also heard in 
stifi^ converse below ; it seemed as if the pursuers had not disco- 
vered the narrow path which led to the top of the ibck^ or that, 
having discovered it, the peril of the ascent, joined to the imperfect 
light, and the uncertainty whether it might not be defended, made 
tffem hesitate to attempt it. 

. ♦ At length a shadowy figure was seen, whidi raised itself up from the 
abyss of darkness below, and, emerging into the pale moonlight, be- 
gan cautiously and slowly to ascend the rocky path. Tlio outline was 
so distinctly marked, tliat Oaptmn Dalgetty could discover not only 
the person of a Highlander, but the long gun which he carried in his 
hipa, and the plume of feathers which decorated his bonnet. ^ Tau- 
Mlet tei^en ! that 1 should say so, and so like to be near my latter 
Wt'!’' ejaculated the Captain, but under his breath, “what will become 


Wi'!’' ejaculated the Captain, but under his breath, “what will become 
idS us, now they have brought musketry to encounter our archers ? ” 
But just as the pursuer had attained a projecting piece of rock 
about half way up the ascent, and pausing, made a rignal for those 
who were still at the bottom to follow him, an arrow whistled from 
the how of one of the Children of the Mist, and transfixed him with 
filial a wound, that, without a single effort to save himself, he lost 
his balance, and fell headlong from the cliff on which he stood, into 
the darkness below. The crash of the boughs which received him, 
and the heavy sound of his fall from thence to the ground, was fol- 
lowed by a cry of horror and surprise, which burst from his follow- 
ers. The Children of the Mist, encouraged in proportion to the 
alarm this first success had caused among the pursuers, echoed hack 
the clamour with a loud and shrill yell of exultation, and, shewing 
themselves on the brow of the precipice, with wild cries and vindic- 
tive gestures, endeavoured to impress on their enemies a sense at 
once of their courage, their numbei’s, and their state of defence. 
Kven Captain Dalgetty’s military prudence did not prevent his rising 
IJll^nd calling out to Ranald, more loud than prudence warranted, 
HC&rocco, comrade, as the Spaniard says ! The long-bow for ever ! 
Eh my jmor apprehension now, were you to order a file to advjince 
and take position—" 
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** The Sassenach ! ” cried a voice from beneath, " mark the Bassfh^ 
nach sidicr! I see the i^itier of his breastplate.’’ At the same 
time tliree muskets were discharged; and while one ball rattled 
against the corslet of proofs to the strength of which our valiant Cap*^ 
tain had been more than once indebted, for his life, another pene- 
trated the armour which covered the fi^nt of his left thighs and 
stretclied him on the ground. Ranald instantly seized hiiS in his 
arms, ^d bore liim back from the edge of the precipice, Hide he 
dolefhl& ejaculated, I alwm told the immortd (^stavus, Walleii- 
stein, Tilly, and other men or the sword, that, in my poor mind, tas*- 
lets ought to be made musket-proof.” , 

With two or three earnest words in Gaelic^ MacEagh commended 
the wcMinded man to the charge of the fem^s, who were in the rear 
of Ills little party, and was then About to return to the contest. But 
Dalgetty detained him, grasping a firm hb]|d ci his plaid.— 1 know 
not now this matter may end— but I request you inform Mon- 
trose, that 1 died like a follower of the^ immortal Gustavus— and 1 
pray you, take heed how you quit your present starength, even for the 
purpose of pursuing the enemy, if you gain any aovautage— and^ 
and ” 

Here Halgetty’s breath and epsiglit began to fail liim through 
loss of blood, and MacEagh, availing himself of this circumstance, 
extricated from his grasp the end of his own mantle, and substituted 
that of a female, by whicli the Captain held stoutly^ thereby securing, 
as he conceived, the outlaw’s attention to the military instructions 
which he continued to pour forth while he had any breath to utter 
them, though they became gradually more and more incoherent— 

And^ comrade, you will be sure to keep your musketeers in advance 
of youli stand of pikes, Lochaber-axes, and two-handed swords — 
Stand fast, dragoons, on the left flank! where was I? — ^Ay, and, 
Ranald, if ye be minded to retreat, leave some lighted matches burn- 
ing on the brandies of the trees — it shews as if they were lihed with 
shot— But 1 forget— ye have mo match-locks nor liabergeons-^^nly 
bows and arrows — ^bows and anrows ! ha I ha! ha!” 

Here the Captain sunk back in an exhausted condition, dtogeiher- 
unable to resist the sense of the ludicrous whic^ as a modem man* 
at-arms, he coimecsted with the idea of these ancient weapons of war. 
It was a long time ere ne recovered his senses ; and, in the mean- 
time, we leave him in the care of the Daughters of the Mist; nurses 
as kind and attentive, in reality, as they were wild and uncoutli in 
outward appearance. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

But U'no «cUoa stain 

Thy tras^and constant word, 

l*n malce titee fiunons Uy my pen, 

ADA frlorious hy my sword. 

ru sm*d tlice lu sttevh noble way^ 

As no^cr were known boibre ; 

1*U deck and crown tby bead witb baya 
And love thde more and more. 

MOMTXOitt'B Iftnsi* 

Wk must now leave, with whatever regret, the valiant Captain 
Oalgetty, to recover of liis wounds or otherwise as fate shall deter- 
mine, in order briefly to trace the military operations of [Montrose, 
vvorihy as they are or a more important page, and abetter historian. 
By the assistance of the chieftains whom we have commemorated, 
and more especially by the junction of the Murrays, Stewarts, and 
other clans of Athole, which were peculiarly zealous in the royal 
sause, he soon assembled an army of two or tliree thousand High- 
landers, to whom he successfully united the Irish under Colkitto. 
Tiiis last leader, who, to the great embarrassment of Milton’s commen- 
tators, is commemorated in one of that great poet’s somiets,^ was 
properly named Alister, or Alexander McDonnell, by birth a Scottish 
islesman, and related to the Earl of Antrim, to whose patronage he 
owed the command assigned him in the Irish troops. In many re- 
spects he merited this distinction. He was brave to intTej)idity, and 
almost to insensibility ; very strong and active in person, completely 
master of his weapons, and always ready to shew the example in the 
extremity of danger. To counterbalance these good equalities, it 
must be recorded, that he was mexperienced in military tactics, and 
of a jealous and presumptuous disposition, which often lost to Mon- 
trose the fruits of Colkitto’s gaUautry. Yet such is the predominance 
of outward personal qualities in the eyes of a wild peojile, that the 
feats of strength and courage shewn by this cluimpion, seem to have 
made a stronger impression upon the minds ot the Highlanders, 

»MIItbn’s book, entitled Tetracbordon, had been ridiculed, it would sccni, by the 
dlv^ea assembled at Westminster, and otliers, on accoiml of the hardness of the title ; 
and Alilton in his sonnet retaliates upon the barbarous Scottish ntoucs which llie Civil 
W^n’ bad made fhmillar to JSnKllsh ears ^ 

why Is it harder, sirs, than Gordon, 

Colkitto^ or W ‘Donald, or Gahasp? 

Tliese rupKCii names to our like mouths grow sleek, 

That would have made Quintilian stare and gasp. 

“ We may suppose,” says Bishop Kowion, « that these were persons of note among 
the Scotch ministers, who wore for pressing and enforcing (he Covenant;” whcrf*aa Mil- 
ton only intends to ridicule the barbarism of Scottish names in general, and quotes, in- 
iliscriminately, that of Qillcapie, one of tlio Apostles of the (Covenant, nnd those of Col- 
kitto and M‘D6nneU, (both bolougiiig to one person,) one of its bitterest ouemhs. 
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th^a the military akiil mi eluvalrous spirit of the great Marquis ^ 
Montrose. Numerous traditimas are still preserved in the Highl^ 
^lens conceruiiig blister M^onn^lli though tlie na^ne of Montrose 
IS rarely mentioned among them, 

Tlic point upon wliich Montrose Anally assembled bis little army, 
Avas in Btrathearii, pii the verge of tlie Highlaiids of Perthshire, so 
as to menace the principal town of that county. 

His enemies were not imprep^ired for his reception. Argyle, at tbe 
licad of his Highlanders, was dogging the steps of tlie Irish frmn 
tlie west to the east, and by force, rear, or ihtiuence, had collected an 
army nearly sufficient to have given battle to Montrose. .TheLoWr 
lands were olao prepared, fer r^ons which we assigned at the begin- 
ning of tlds tale. A body o£ sk thousand infautiy. and six or seven 
thousand cavalry, which profanely assumed tlie title of Ood’s army^ 
]}ad been hastily assembled from the sliires of Fife^ Aog^^ Pertli, 
^Stirling, and the neighbouriiig counties. 'A much less in for- 
mer times, nay, even in #io preceding reign, would have, been 
oioiit to have secured the Lowlands against a n]pore;,for]nidiiJbie 
descent of Highlandersi, than those united under Montroac; hut 
times laid changed sti*angely within the last half century. Before 
that period, the Lpwlanders were as constantly engaged in war as 
the mountaineers, and were incompaa-ably better disciplined' 'and^ 
armed. The favourite Scottish order of battle aomewhat resembled 
tlie Macedonian phalanx. Their infantry toimed a compact body, 
iinned with long spe^irs, impenetrable even to the nien-at>aiins of 
the age, though well mounted, and arrayed in comptete proof. It 
may easily be conceived, therefore, that their ranks could not be 
broken by the disorderly charge of Higldand infantry armed for close 
combat only, with swords, and ill furnished with missile weapons, 
and having no artillery whatever. 

TJiis h«w)it of fight was in a great measure elmnged by the in- 
troduction of muskets into^the Scottish Lowland service, which, not 
being as yet combined with the bayonet, was a formidable weapon at 
a distance, but gave no assurance agaiiist the enemy Avho rushed on 
to close quarters. The pike, indeecb was not wholly disused in the 
Scottish army ; but it was no longer the favonvito weapon, nor was( 
it relied upon as formerly by those in whose hands it w^as placed j* 
insomuch that Daniel Lupton, a tactician of the day, Las written 
a book expressly upon the superiority of th6 miiaket. This change 
oommenced as early as the wars of Qustavus Adolphus, whose 
marches were made with such rapidity, tliat the pike was xexy soon 
thrown aside in Jiis army, -and exchanged for fire-arms. A cir- 
cunistiiiice Avhich neceBsarily accompanied this change, as w'cll as the 
establishment of standing armies, w^hereby war became a trade, was 
the introduction of a laborious and complicated system of discipline^ 
combining a variety of words of command with corresponding 
operations and manoeuvres, the neglect of any one of w’hieh was 
sure to throw the whole into confusion. War^ therefore, as practised 
among most nations of Europe, had assumed much more than for- 
merly the cliaracter of a pruiession or mystery, to w'hicli previous 
practice and experience Averc indispcilSable requisites. Such was 
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file natural consequence of standing* armies, wMdi had almost every 
where, and particularly in file long German wars, superseded wliat 
may he eaUea the natural diseipline of the feudal militia. 

The Scottish Lowland militia« therefore, laboured under a double 
dfeftdvantage when opposed to Highlanders. They wore divested of 
:4he spear, a weapon ivhieh, in the hands of their ancestors, had 
lao often repelled the impetuous assaults !(^ the mountaineer; 
mi they were subjected to a new and complicated species of dis- 
cipline, well adapted, perha]^ to the use of regular troops, who 
could be rendered completmy masters of it. but tending only t<o 
confuse fiie ranks of citizen soldiers, by whom xt was rarely practised, 
and imperfectly understood. So nmk has been done m our own 
lime in Ibringing back tactics to thek first prindpl^ and in getting 
HA ’ of file pedantty of war, that it is easy for us to estimate the 
disadvantages tmder which a half-trained nuHtia laboured, who were 
/ iaught to confider success as depending upon fiieir e^^rcising with 
' Ikedsion a system of tactics, which they probably mily so far com- 
prehended as to find out when ^ey were wrong, but without the 
power of getting right again. Neither can it be denied, that in the 
matc^[;|al points of military habits and warlike spirit, the Lowlanders 
of file seventeenth century had sunk fiur beneath their Highland 
countrymen. 

IVom the earliest period down to the union of the crowns, the 
whde kingdom of Scotland, Lowlands as well as Highlands, hail 
bben the constant scene of war, foreign and domestic ; and there was 
probaUy scarce one of its hardy inhabitants, between the age of 
sixteen and sixty, who was not as willing in point of fact, as he was 
literally bound in law, to assume arms at the first call of his liege 
lord, or of a royal proclamation. The law remained the same in 
sixteen hundred and forty-five as a hundred years before, but the 
race of those subjected to it had been bred up under very different 
feelings. They had sat in quiet uuder*their vine and ‘under their 
fig-tree, and a call to battle involved a change of life as new as 
it was disagreeable. Such of them, also, who lived near unto the 
Highlands, were in continual and disadvantageous contact with tlie 
restless inhabitants of those mountains, by wiom their cattle wort; 
driven off, their dwellings plundered, and their persons insulted, and 
udio had acquired ovei;them that sort of superiority arising from a 
constant system of aggression. The Lowlanders, who lay more 
remote, and out of reach of these depredations, were influenced by 
file exaggerated r^rts circulated conceniiiig the Highlanders, 
^hom, as totally differing in laws, language, and dress, they were 
induced to regard as a nation of savages, equmly void of fear and of 
humanity. These various prepossessions, joined to the less warlike 
habits of the Lowlanders, and their impeiffect knowledge of the new 
and complicated system of discipline for which they had exchanged 
their natural mode of fighting, placed them at great disadvantage 
wlien opposed to the Hi^lander in the field of battle. The moun- 
taineers, on the contrary, with the arms and courage of their fathers, 
possessed also their simple mid natural system of tactics, and bore 
down with the fullest confidence upon an enemy, to wliom any thing 
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they had been taught of discipline Hhe SnuFs armour \ipon 
David, a hinderaiice raider than a helpi because they had not 
proved it." 

It was with such di^vanta^es on the one side, and such ad- 
on the other, to countieirbalance the difference of superior 
* numbers and the presence of artillery and*' cayaln*, that Montrose 
encountered the army of Lord Elcho upon the fieM Of Tippermuir. 
The Presbyterian clergy had not been wanting in their efforts to 
rouse the spirit of their followers ; and one of them, who haran^ed 
th*e troops on the very day of battle, hewtatod not to say, tlm if 
ever Ood spoke by his mouth, he promised them, in His name, that 
da}^, a ^eat and assured vict€»ry« The cavalry and artiUery were 
also reckoned sure warrants of success, as the novelty of their attack 
had upon former Occasions been vmry discouraging to the High- 
landers. The place of meeting was an open heaui, and the ground' 
afforded little advantage to eilner allowed the. 

horse of the Covenanters to act inth effect. ■ / 

A battle, upon which so mudb depended, was never more easily 
decided, llie Lowland cavalry made a show of chaiging ; but; whcr 
ther thrown into disorder by the fire of musketry, or deterred by a 
disaffection to the service said to have prevailed amon^ the genm-* 
men, they made no impression on the Highlanders whatever^ and 
recoiled in disorder from ranks whieh had neither bayonets nor pikes 
to protect them. Montrose saw, and instantly availed himself of this 
advantage. He ordered his whole array to charge, which they pei*^ 
foimed with the wild and desperate valour peculiar to mountaineers. 
One ofiicer of the Covenanters alone, trained in the Italian wars, 
made a desperate defence upon the right wing. In eveiy other point 
their line was penetrated at the first onset ; and this advantage once 
obtained, the Lowlanders were utterly unable to contend at close 
quarters with their more agile and athletic enemies. Many were 
slain on tlie 'field, and such a number in the pursuit, that above one- 
third of the Covenanters were reported to have fallen 5 in which 
number, however, must be computed a great many fat burgesses wlm 
broke tlieir wind in the flight, and thus died without stroke of sword."^ 

The victors obtained possession of Perth, and obtained considerable 
sums of money, as well as ample supplies of arms and ammunition. 
But tliose advantages were to be balanced against an almost insur- 
mountable inconvenience that uniformly attended a Highland army. 
Tlie clans could be in no respect induced to consider themselves as 
regular soldiers, or to act as such. Even so late as the year 1746-6, 
when the Chevalier Charles Edward, by way of making an example, 
caused a soldier to be shot for desertion, Uic Highlanders, who cora- 
p()sed his army, were affected as much by iiiaignation as by fear. 
They could not conceive any principle of justice upon which a man's 
life could be taken, for merely going home when it did not suit him 
to remain longer with the army, ^ch had been the uniform prac- 

* Wc cliooBc to quote our authority Ibr a fact so singular “ A great many burgesses 
were Wiled— twenty-flve householders In St Andrews-many were biiMtcn in the flight, 
and died without stroke.'’— B aillis's LetUrtt vol IL^page 92L 
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tiee of thoir fathers. When a battle was over# the campaign was, In 
their opinion, ended ; if it was lost, they sought^safety in their moun- 
tains— If won, they returned there to secure tneir booty. At other 
times they had their cattle to look aft^* and their harvests to sow or 
reap, without which their families would have perished for want. In 
either case, there was an end of their seryipes for the time 5 and 
though they were easily enough recalled by the prospect of fresh 
adventures and more plunder, yet the opportunity of success was, hi 
the meantime, lost, and could not afterwards be recovered. This 
circumstance serves to shew, even if history had not -made us ac- 
quainted with the same &ct, that the Highiandei's had never been 
accustomed to make war with the view of permaneut conquest^ but 
only with the hope of deriving temporary advantage, or demding 
, some imm.ediate quatrel. It also oiplaius the reason why Montrose, 
within his splendid successes. never obtained any secure or perma- 
nent footing 111 tlic T ’owlandsj^nd why even those Lowland noblemen 
tand gentlemen, who were inclined to tlie royal cause, sliewcd diffi- 
dence and reluctance to join an army of a character so desultory and 
in-eguior. as might lead them at m times to apprehend that the 
Highlanaers, securing themselves by a retreat to their mountains, 
would leave wliatever Lowlanders might have joined them to the 
mercy of an offended and predominant enemy. The same considei*a- 
taon will also serve to account for the sudden marches which Montrose 
was obliged to undertake, in order to recruit his army in the moun- 
tains, and for the rapid changes of fortune, by which we often find 
him obliged to retreat from l^fore those enemies over whom lie liaj 
recently been victorious. If there should be any who read tliest? 
tales for any farther purpose than that of immediate amusement, they 
will find these remarks not unworthy of tlieir recollection. 

It was owing to such causes, t^ie sjackness of the Lowland loyalists 
and the temporary desertion of his Highland followers, tJiat Montrose 
found liimselfi even after the decisive victory of Tippermuir, in no 
condition to face the second army %vith^which Argyle advanced upon 
him from the westward. In this emergency, supplying by velocity 
the want of strength, he moved suddenly from Perth to Dundee, anil 
being refused admission into that town, fell northward upon Aber- 
deen, where he expected to be joined by the Gordons and otlier loyal- 
ists. But the zeal of these gentlemen was, for the time, effectually 
bridled by a large body of Covenanters, commanded by the Loril 
•Burleigh, and supposed to amount to tliree thousand men. These 
Montrose boldly attacked with lialf their number. The battle was 
fought under the walls of the city, and the resolute valour of Mon- 
trose’s followers was again successful against cvpiy disadvanlage. 

But it was the fate of this great commander always to gam the 
glory, but seldom to reap the fruits of victory. He liaa scarcely time 
to repose his small army in Aberdeen, ere he found, on the oue'liand, 
that the Gordons were likely to be deterred from joining him, by the 
I’casons we have mentioned, with some others peculiar to their chief, 
the Marquis of Huntly; on the other hand, Argyle, whose forces hail 
been augmented by those of sevend Lowland' noldeinen, advanced 
Inwards Montrose at the head of an army much larger than he had 
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yet had tu cope with. These troops moved, indeed, with slowness, 
corresponding: to the cautious character of their commimder ; but 
oven that caution rendered Argfyle’s approadi formidable, since liis 
very advance implied, tliat he was at the head of on army in'esistibly 
superior. 

Tliere remained one mode of retreat open to Montrose, and he^ 
adopted it. He threw himself into the Highlands, where he coidd set ^ 
pursuit at defiance, and where he was sure, in eveiy glen, to reco’rer 
those recruits who had left his standai'd to d€^>osit tneir booty in their 
native fastnesses. It was thus that the singular character of the 
army which Montrose commanded, while, on the one hand, it rendered 
his victory in some degree nugatory, enabled him, on the other, under 
the most disadvantageous circumstances, to secure his retreat, recruit 
his forces, and render liimsclf more formidable than ever to the 
(‘iiemy, before whom lie had lately be<!n unable to make a stand. , 

On tliG present occasion he threw himself into Badeiioeh, and ra^ 
])idly traversing that district, as well as die neighbouring country of 
Athole, he alarmed the Govenanters by successive attacks upon 
rious unexpected points, and spread such general dismay^ tliafe re- 
peated orders were despatched by the Parliament to Argyle, dieir 
coinmaiidcr, to engage, and disperse Montrose at all rates. 

These commands from his superiors neither su^ed the haughty 
nor the temporizing and cautious policy^ of the nobleman to 
whom they were addressed. He paid, accoi^dmgly, no regard to 
them, but limited his efforts to intrigues among Montrose's fewLow- 
laiul followers, many of whom had become disgusted with the prospect 
of a Highland campaign, which exposed their persons to intolerable 
fatigue, iiiid left their estates at the Covenanters' mercy. Accoi’d- 
iiigiy, several of them left Montrose’s camp at this period. He waa 
ioiued, however, by a body of forces of more congenial spirit, and far 
1, otter adapted to the situation in which he found himself. This re- 
inforcement consisted of a large body of Highlanders, whom Colkitto, 
Ueapatclied for that purpose, had levied in Argyleshirc. Among the 
most distinguished was John of Moidart, called the Cnptain of Clan 
Uaiiahl, with the Stewarts of Appin, the Clan Gregor, the Clan 
M‘Nah, and other tribes of inferior distinction. By these means, 
]\fontrose’s army was so formidably increased, that Argyle cared no 
lunger to remain in the command of that opposed to him, but rc- 
1 limed to Edinburgh, and there threw up Ins commission, under pre- 
tence tliat his army waa not supplied witn reinforcements and provi- 
sions in the manner in which they ought to have been. From thence 
the Marquis returned to Inveranr, tiiere, in full security, to govern 
bis feudal vassals, and patriarchal followers, and to repose himself in 
i.aftity on the faith of the Clan proverb already quoted— It is a far 
cry to liochow." 



10 ^ 


TAtttS or JJT LANDLORD 


CHAPTER XVI. 

Such motintftlns steep, suc4i cra#rgy hllM, 
llis army on ono side enclose : 

The other aide, great grlcriy gills. 

Did feneo with fenny mire and ittesa 

Which wlicn the Earl understood, 

He oonnsel craved of captains alt, 

Who bade sot forth with mournful mood, 

And take racli fortune as would fhll. 

JPtodden Fiad^ m Ancient Foent, 

Montrose Itad now a splendid career in his view» provided he could 
' ohbdn the consent of his gaQant, hut desultory tro^s, and their inde- 
pendent chieftains. The Lowwids lay open before him.withont an 
acMy adequate to check his career ; for Argyle’s followers had left 
the Covenanters' host when their master threw up his commission, 
imd many other troops, tired of the war, had taken the same oppor- 
tunity to disband themselves. By descending Strath-T^, therefore, 
one of the most convenient passes from the Highlands, Montrose had 
oidy to present himself in the Lowlands, in order to rouse the slum- 
benn^ spirit of chivalry end of l^lty which animated the gentle- 
men to tlie north of the Forth. The possession of these districts, 
with or without a victory, would give him the command of a wealthy 
and fertile part of the kingdom, and would enable him, by regular 
pay, to place his army on a more permanent footing, to penetrate as 
for as the capital, perhaps from thence to the Border, where ho 
deemed it possible to communicate with the yet unsubdued forces of 
King Charles. 

Suck was the ^an of operations by which the truest glory was to 
be acqullfed, and the most important success insured mrtne royal 
cause/ it escape the ambitious and daring 

Mirit of him whose services had already acquired him the title of the 
Great Marquis. But other motives actuated many of his followers, 
and perhaps were not without their secret and unacknowledged iii- 
fluence^on his own feelings. 

The Western Chiefs in Montrose's army, almost to a man, re- 
garded the Marquis of Argyle as the most direct and proper object 
of hostilities. Almost all of them had felt his power ; almost all, in 
withdrawing their fencible men from their own glens, left their fa- 
milies and property exposed to his vengeance ; all, without excep- 
tion, were desbous of ^raiiiishinghis sovereignty; and most of them 
lay so near his territories, that they might reasonably hope to be ^a- 
tifed by a share of his spoil. To these Chiefs the possession oriii- 
mfiiiw and its castle was an event infinitely more important and de- 
Bbbfe than the capture of Edinburgh. The latter event could only 
imbrd their clansmen a little transitory pay or plunder ; the foimeV 
^sured to thje chiefs themselves indemnity for the past, and security 
|or the future. Besides these personal reasons, the leaders, who fa- 
voured tills opinion, plausibly urged, tliat though, at his first descent 
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into th-e Lowliinds, Montrose might be superior to the enemy, yet 
every clay^s march he made from the hills must diminish his own 
forces, and expose him to the accumulated superiority of any army 
which the Covenanters could collect from the X^owland levies and 
garrisons. On the other hand, by crushing Argyle efiectuaUy, he 
would not only permit his present western friends to bring out that 
proportion of their forces whicli they mtist otherwise leave at home 
for protection of their families ; but farther, he would draw to his 
standard several tribes already friendly to his cause, but who were 
prevented from joining him by fear of M'Callum More. 

These arguments, as we have already hhited, found something 
responsive m Montrose’s own bosom, not quite consonant with the 
general heroism of his cliai*acter. The houses of Argyle and Mon- 
trose had been, in former times, repeatedly opposed to each otlicr in 
war and in politics, and the superior advantages acquired by tlic 
former, had made them the subject of and mslike to the neigh- 
bouring fiamily, who, conscious of equal desert, had not beeu so 
riclily rewarded. Tliis was not all. The existing heads of these 
rival families liad stood in the most marked opposition to each other 
since the commencement of the present troubles. 

Montrose, conscious of the superiority of his talents, and of having 
rendered great service to the Covenanters at the beginning of the 
'war, had expected from that party the superemincnce of council and 
command, which they judged it safer to intrust to the more limited 
faculties, and more extensive power, of his rival Argyle. The having 
awarded this prcfcrcuce, was an injiu’y whidi Montrose never for- 
gave the Covenanters: and he wn$ still less likely to extend his 
pardon to Argyle, to whom he had been postponed. He was there- 
fore stimulated by every feeling of hatred which could animate a 
fiery temper in a ilcrcc age, to seek for revilngc upon the enemy of 
his house and pei’son ; and it is probable that these private motives 
operated not a little upon his mind, Avheu he found the principal part 
ofhis followers determined rather to undertake an expedition against 
the teiTitories of Argyle, than to take the far more decisive step of 
descending at once into tlie liowlands. 

Yet whatever temptation Montrose found^ to carry into effect his 
attack upon Argyleshire, he could not easily bring himself to re- 
nounce the splendid achievement of a descent upon the Lowlands, 
lie held more than one council with the principal Chiefs, combating, 
perhaps, his own secret inclination as well as tueini. He laid before 
them the extreme difficulty of marching even a Highland army from 
the eastward into Argj’lesliire, througli passes scarcely practicable 
for shepherds and deer-stalkers, and over mountams with which even 
the clans lying^ncarest to them did not pretend to be thorougidy 
acquainted. These difficulties were greatly enhanced by the season 
of the year, which was now advancing towards December, when the 
mountain-passes, in themselves so difficult, might be expected to be 
rendered utterly impassable by snow-storms. ^ These objections 
neither satisfied nor silenced the Chiefs, who insisted upon theiv 
ancient mode of making war, by driving the cattle, which, according 
to the Gaelic plirase, “ fed upon the grass of their enemy.’’ Tte 
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coRtidl vm dismissed late at night, and without eoming to any deci- 
sion, excepting that the Chiefe, who supported the opinion that 
Argyle should be invaded, promised to seek out among their fol- 
lowers those who might be most capable of undertaking uie office of 
guides upon the expedition. 

Montrose had retired to the cabin which served him for a tent, 
arid stretched liimself upon a bed of dry fern, the only place of 
repose which it afforded- But he courted sleep in vain, for the 
visions of ambition excluded those of Morpheus. In one moment he 
imagined himself displaying the royal banner from' the reconquered 
Castle of Edinburgh, detaching assistance to a monarch whose crown 
depended upon his success, and receiving in requital all the advan- 
tages and preferments wliich could be heaped upon him whom a 
Idng delighteth to honour. At another time this dream, splendid as 
it was, faded before the vision of gratified vengeance, ano personal 
tdumph over a personal enemy. To surprise Argyle in his strong- 
hold of Inverary— to crush in fiim at once the rival of liis own house 
and the chief support of the Presbyterians— -to shew the Covenanters 
the difference between the preferred Argyle and the postponed 
Montrose, was a pictiwc too flattering to feudal vengeance to be 
easily rclmquished. 

Wliile belay thus busied with contradictory thoughts and feelings, 
the soldier who stood sentinel upon his quarters announced to flic 
Mai2[uis that two persons desired to speak with his Excellency. 

“Their names answered Montrose, “and the cause of their 
urgency at such a late hour?” 

On these points, the sentinel, who was one of Colkitto's Irishmen, 
could afford his General little information ; so tliat Montrose, wJio at 
sucli a period durst refuse access to no one, lest he might have been 
neglectmg some important intelligence, gave direciioiis, as a neces- 
sary precaution, to put the guard under arms, and then prepared to 
receive his untimely visitors. His groom of the chambers had scarcv 
lighted a paii- of torclies, and Montrose himseil* had scarce lisenfroiij 
his couch, when two men entered, one wearing a Lowland dress, ol 
shamoy leather worn almost to tatters; the other a tall upright oiii 
Highlajider, of a complexion which miglit he termed iron-grey, 
wasted and worn by frost and tempest. 

“ What may lie your commands with mo, my friends?” said the 
Marquis, his hand almost unconsciously seeking the but of one of 
his pistols; for the period, as w^ell as the time of niglit, warranted 
suspicions which the good mien of his visitors was not by any means 
calculated to remove. 

“I pray leave to congratulate you,” said the Lowlaiider, “my 
most noble General, and right honourable lord, upon the great 
battles which you have acliieved since I had the fortune to be de- 
taclied froin you. It was a pretty affair that tuihde at Tippermuir ; 

nevertheless, if I might be permitted to coiuisel 

IP Before doing so?' said tlie Marquis, “will you he pleased to let 
me know who is so kind as to favour me with his opinion?” 

“ Truly, my lord,” replied the man, “ X should have lioped tliut 
. unnecessary, seeing it is not so long since I took ou in your service. 
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under promise of a commission as Miuor, with haJf a dollar of daily 
pay and half a dollar of arrears; and I am to trust your lordship has 
not forgotten my pay as well as my person ?” 

“ My good friend. Major Dalgctfy/' said Montrose, who by this 
time perfectly recollected his man, ‘‘you must consider what im- 
portant things have happened to put mv friend’s faces out of my 
memory; besides this imperfect light; but all conditions shall be 
Icept — ^And what news from Argyleshire, my good Major ? We have 
long given you up for lost, and I was now preparing to’ take the most 
signal vengeance upon the old fox who infringed Sie law of arms in 
your person.” 

“ Truly, my noble lord,” said Dalgetty, “1 have no desire that my 
return should put any stop to so proper and becoming an intention ; 
verily it is in no shape in the Earl of Argyle’s favour or mercy that 1 
now stand before you, and 1 shall be no intercessor fowhim* But my 
escape is, under Heaven, and the excellent dexterity which, as an old 
and accomplished cavalier, I displayed in effecting the same,— I say, 
under these, it is owing to the assistance of this old Ilignlander, 
whom I venture to recommend to your lordship’s special nwour, as 
tlic instrument of saving your lordship’s to command, Dugald Dal- 
getty of Drumthwacket.^’ 

“ A thankwortliy service,” said the Marquis, gravely, “ which shall 
certainly be requited in the manner it deserves.*’ 

“ Kneel down, Ranald,” said Major Dalgettj", (as we must now call 
him,) “kneel down, and kiss his Excellency’s hand.” 

The prescribed form of acknowledgment not being according to 
the custom of Ranald’s country, he contented himself with folding 
his arms on his bosom, and making a low inclination of his head. 

“ This poor -man, my lord,” said Major Dalgetty, continuing his 
speech with a dignified air of protection tow^ards Ranahl MacEagh. 
“ lias strained all his slender means to defend rny person from inhie 
enemies, although having no better wcaimiis of a missile sort than 
bows and arrows, wbilk your lordship will hardly beUfeve.” 

“ You will see a great many such weapons in my camp,*' said 
Montrose, “ and w'e find tliem serviceable.” ^ 

“ Serviceable, my lord!” said Dalgetty; “I trust your lordship 
will permit me to be siirpriscd—bow^s and arrows I — 1 trust you will 
forgive my recommending the substitution of muskets, the first con- 
venient opportunity. But besides defending me, this honest High- 
lander also was at the pains of curing mo, in respect that 1 had got 
a touch of the wars in my retreat, which merits my best requital in 
this special introduction of him to your lordship's notice and protec- 
tion.’^ 

“ What is your name, my friend?” said Montrose, turning to tlie 
Highlander. 

‘‘It may not be spoken,” answered the moimtainoer. 

“ Tliat IS to say,” interpreted Miyor Dalgetty, “ he desii*es to have 

I ta fhet, for the admirers of archoty It may be staled, not only that many of the Iligh- 
laiidcm in Montrose’s army used these antique missiles, but even in England the bow and 
quiver, once the glory of the bold yeomen of that land, were occasionally used daring the 
great ciA'U wan. 
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his name concealed, in respect he hath in former days taken a castie. 
slain certain children, and done other • things, whuk, as your good 
lordship knows, are often practised in war time, but excite no bene^' 
volence toward the perpetrator in the friends of those who snstaln 
injury. I have known, in my militanr experience, many brate 
cavaliers put to death by the boors, simply for having used »niUtar2; 
licence upon the country/* 

I understand, said Montrose : This person is at feud with some 
of our followers. Let him retire to the court of guard, and we will 
lliink of the best mode of protecting him." . ^ 

“ You hear, Ranald," s^id Miyor Dalgetty, with ^ air df superi- 
ority, “ his Excellency wishes to hold privy council witli me, you must 
go to the court of guard.— He does- not know where that is, poor 
fellow !— be is a young soldier for so old a man ; I will put him under 
tlie charge of ^a sentinel, and return, to your lordship incontinent." 
lie did so, and returned accordingly. 

/Montrose’s first inquiry respited the embassy to Inverary ; and 
he listened with attention to Dalgetty’s reply, notwithstanding the 
prolixity of the Mii^'or’s nan^tiv^ It requir^ an effort from the 
Marquis to maintain liis atztontion; but no one better knew, that 
where information is to be derived from the report of such agents as 
Dalgetty, it can only be obtained by suffering them to tell their stort 
in their own way. Accordingly the Marquis*s patience was at length 
I'cwarded. Among other spoils ’which the Captain thought himself 
at liberty to take, was a packet of Argylo’s private papers. {These he 
consigned to the hands of his general; a humour of accounting, 
however, wlilcli went no farther, for I do not understand that lie 
made any mention of the purse of gold which be had appropriated 
at the same time that he made seizure of the papers aforesaid. 
Snatdiing a torch from the wall, Montrose was in an instant deeply 
engaged in the iierusal of these documents, in wliicli it is probable he 
found Bomctliing to animate his personal resentment against his rival 
Argyle. 

Does he not fear me?” said he ; “ then he shall feel me. Will he 
fire my castle of Murdoch? — Inveraiy sliall raise the first smoke — 
O for a guide through the skirts of StrathfiUau ! " 

Whatever might be Dalgetty’s personal conceit, he understood his 
business sufficiently to guess at Montrose’s meaning. He instantly 
interrupted his own prolix uan’atiou of the skirmish which had taken 
place, and the wound he had received in his retreat, and began to 
apeak to the point which he saw interested liis General. 

“ Ifi" said he, “ your Excellency %vislies to make an infall into 
Argyleshire, this poor man, Ranald, of whom I told you, together 
■witli his children and companions, know every pass into that laud, 
both leading from the east and from the north." 

Indeed!" said Montrose ; “ what reason have you to believe their 
knowledge so extensive ? " 

n “ So please your Excellency," answ^ered Dalgetty, " during the 
weeks that I remained with them for cure of my wound, they were 
;l^peatedly obligated to shift their quarters, in respect of Argvie’s 
Repeated attempts to repossess himself of the person of an officer 
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wliOlwraa hduoured with yaiir EioMl^iicy’B conM^iic© % so that I had 
admire the Binder dextm^ and kaoWmd^e of tlic face 
tfehr alvaitfdy 'With which they alteniawy achieved their retreat and 
B^KC^tocy' s stah^d when, at length, I was able to repair to your 
tuidbd . >dard, this honest simple creature, BanamMacEac^ 

4wy faths which my steed wustavus (whhdi your lordffip 
perfect safety, so that I sidd to mysdx, 
\r spies, er intelligeiicers were required, in » H^i- 

,Jmd eampasgn isk that western countir^ more expert i^diis Ihaai he 
and hii^ att^dants could not possiUy he desired. ■ : 

answer for this man's fideHty said Montrose ; 

wha^ ia^a^ name and condidcm 

“ Ht % m ^iitlaw and robber by profession, aometitiing also Of a 
Immicide or murderer," answered Daljgetty; and by name. ddM 
llanald M^Eagh ; whilk signififi^ l^aniddv Mist;" 

should remembOr 8<mieij2iiig .€dr that rnam^ said Montrose, 
pausing : Bid not these ChOdren of the Mist perpetrate' sbinb woe 
of cruelty upon the M^AuIays?" ‘ 

Major ‘^DaJgetty mentioned the circumstance of the toieder of 
Forester, and Montrose's active memory at once reodJied all the cir« 
cumstances of the feud* 

It is most unlucky," said Montrose* this inexpiable quarrel be^ 
tween those men and thp M^Aulavs. Allan has borne 
iu these wars, and possesses^ by tifie wild mystery of his behaviour and 
language, so much influence over the minds of liis countrymen, that 
the consequences of disobliging him might be serious. At the same 
time, these men being so capable of rendering useful service, ani 
being, as you say, Major Balgetty, perfectly ti’ust-worthy ** > 

I will pledge my pay ana arrears, my horse and arms, my heaU: 
and neck, upon their ndelity," said the Minor ; “ and your Excellency 
knows, that a soldado could sa>’ no more for his own father." 

True," said Montrose ; but as this is a matter of particular 
moment, I would willingly know the grounds of so positive an 
assurance." 

Concisely, then, my lord,” said the Major, not only did they dis- 
dain to-jn otit by a handsome reward which Ai^gyle did me the honour 
to place upon this poor head of mine, and not only did they abstain 
from pillaging my personal property, whilk was to an amount that 
would have tempted regular soldiers in any service of Europe ; and 
not only did they restore me my horse, whilk your Excellency knows 
( 0 be of value, but I could not prevail on them to accept one stiver, 
doit, or maravedi for the trouble and expenses of my sick bed. They 
actually refused my coined money when freely offered, — a tale sel- 
dom to be told in a Christian land." 

" I admit," said Montrose, after a moment's reflection, ^ that their 
conduct towards you is good evidence of their fidelity ; but how to 
secure against the breaking out of this feud ? " He paused, and ^en 
suddenly added, ‘‘ I had foxgot I have suited, while you, havo 

been travelling by moonlight." 

He called to his attendants to fetch a stoup of wine and some re« 
freshments. Major Balgetty, who had the appetite of a cmiraleso^^t 
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tliAt the MaTqm9i mm^ a cup of mn 
1)^ health, eould not help refloatldhg, that coarse a 
his camp trerc, he "wsfi afraid Mtdor Dal^tty had 


his excursion into AigyJewure. 


they their yet the viands that the Clnldr< 

cured for me, poor hclptess creatures as Uioy yf 

freshfWi to my body, that ^hen enclosed in my a 

feih to leave behina me for expedition^ sake, vucmii uko 

the shrivdled kernel in a nut that hsm been kept on to a second 

HaUowoWV ' 

ii, . “ You musk take the due means lb repair these losses, Major 

‘"fn troth,’" answered the soldier, “ I shall hardly be able to com- 
ibaiSs that, unless my arrears are to be oxelianged for present ]>ay ; 

protest to your Excellency, that the three stone weight whicli 
I havo lo^ were simply raised upon the regular accountings of the 
States of Holland." 


; * ** In that case,” said the Marquis. “ you ate only reduced to good 
.msrehing order. As for the pay, let us once have victory— .nctory, 
Major, and your wishes, and all our wishes, skill be amply fulfilled. 
Meantmu^ help yourself to another cup of wine." 

^0 your Exccllency"s health/" said the Maior, filling a cup to the 
biim, to shew the zeal with which he drank the toast, “ and victory 
bver all our enemies, and particularly over Argyle ! 1 hope to twitch 
dnotber handfhl from his beard myself.— -I have had one pluck at it 
already." 

true," answered Montrose; *‘bnt to return to these men 
■ pi* the Mist. You understand, Dalgetty, tliat their prc.sence here, 
^d the purpose for which we employ them, is a secret between you 
.•ahAiher" 

^ , Delighted, as Montrose had anticipated, with tliia mark of his 
General’s confidence, the Major laid his hand upon his nose, n:^ 
Uodded intelligence. 

. " How many may there be of Eanald’s followers ?" continued the 
Marquis. 

: . “ They are reduced, so far as I know, to $ome eight or leu men," 
answered Major Dalgetty. ^ and a few women and children." 

“ Where are they now ?" demanded Montrose. 

A vaUey* three miles* distance,"* answeited the soldier, 

"awaiting your Excellency’s command ; I judged it not fit to bring 
them to your leaguer without your Excellency’s orders." 

Judged veiT well," said Montrose; ‘'it would be proper 
^ey remain where they are, or seek some distant place of 
senoThem money, though it is a scarce article wi& 

^ IS quite unnecessary," said H^or Dalgetty ; "your Excellency 
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faftft only to liint^that the M^Aulays Are going in that direeiioh^ and 
nay friends of the Mist will instantly make volte-fiifco, and go to the 
rightabout/' 

** That were ^caioo courieotw,” sidd the Misireuis. “ Better send 
them a few dollars to purchuae them some cattle for the support oi 
the women and childi^eil/' 

They know how to come by their cattle at a far cheaper rate,* 
said the Mf\jor ; " but lei it be m your Excellent^ willa/^ 

Let Eanald MacEagh/' said Montrose, ** select one dr of hh 
followers, men whom he can trust, and who are capable of keeping 
tlielrbwii secret and oui* : ihes^ witli i^eir chief for. scoutemastei 
genera], shall serve for our guides. , Let them be at ttiy tent to- 
morrow at daybreak, and see, if possible, tliat they neither guess ih| 
puiyose, nor hold any ccmmunicatiou with each other in private^*-^ 
This old man; has he any children ? '* >; 

" They have been killed or hanged auewmred the Miyor, to tht 
number of a round dozen, as I believe— but he hath left one grand'- 
child, a -smart and hopeful youtii, whom I have noted to he nevet 
without a pebble in his plaia-nook; to fling at whatsoever might come 
in his way ; being a symbol, that, like David, who was aocUstomed to 
sling smootli stones taken frojn the brook, he may afterwards prove 
an adventurous wairior/' , 

“ Tlmt boy, Major Dalgett^" said the Marquis, ‘'I willhavdtd 
attend upon my own person. I presume he will have sense enoi^ 
to keep liis name secret ?" * 

“ Your Excellency need not fear that/* answered Dolgetty 5. tltese 
Highland imps, from the moment they chip the shell " 

“ Well/' interrupted Montrose, “ that boy shall be pledge for thtii 
fidelity of his parent, and if he prove faitliful, the child's pi-eibnofeht 
shall be his reward.— And uowy Miyor Dfllgetty, I will iicehse Ybdt 
departure for the night; to-morrow you will introduce this MadSaiglii, 
under any name or character he may please to assume. I presume 
his profession has rendered him sufiiciently expert in all sorS of : disi. 
guises ; or we may admit John of Moidart into our schemes, who boa 
souse, practicabihty, and intelligence, and will probably tlrfs 
maii for a time to be disguised as one of his followers. you, 
Major, iny groom of the ctmmbers will be your quarter-master for 
this evening." 

Major Dalgetty took his leave with a joyful heart, greatly elated 
with the reception he had met with, and much pleased with tlie 
personal manners of his new General, which, as he explained at 
great length to Ranald MacEagli, reminded him in many jjcspccts of 
the demeanour of tlie immortal Gustavus Adolphus, the laoii of the 
Nor^ tmd Bulwark of the Protestant Faith. 
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CHAPTER ?:m 

!nio march b^s in mtutary statbt , 

And nations on Ills ^es suspend^ wait ; 

Stem famine isjuardi the solitary boast. 

And bsmeSdOB the realms of 

lie comesyr^wr want; itor oold, bla course iUda^ . 

of' Unman 

Bv break of clay Montrose received iu his^ cabin pJd MticEajfb. and 

a uestioned him long and j^rticukrly as to the means of appromming 
ic country of Argyle. He made a not|C of his answOTj whicli he 
compared with those of two of hia foUowem^ whom he introduced as 
the most prudent and experiencod. He found tliem to correspond 
in all rospec'th ; hut, still unsatisfied where precaution was bo necea-« 
sary, ihe Marquis comiiared the information he had received with 
that he was aide to eolioct from the Chiefs who lay most neai* to the 
destined hccne of invasion, and beii^ iu all respects satisfied of its 
uccurao), he ro'solred to ijrocccd iu full reliance upon it. 

in one point Montrose changed liis mind.<‘ Havmg judged it unfit 
to take the boy Itenneih into his own Bcrvico, lest, in case of his 
birth being discovered, it should he resented as an offence by the 
numerous clans who entertained a feud^ enmity to this devoted 
family, he requested the Mnior to take him in attendance upon him- 
self ; and as he accompanied this request with a handsome douemr^ 
under pretence of clotliiug and equipping the lad, this cliange was 
agreeaule to all parties. 

. It was about breakfast-time, when Major Dalgetty, being dis- 
missed by Montrose, went in quest of his old acquaintances, Lord 
Meiiteith and the M*Aulavs, to whom he longed to communicate 
his own adventures, as well as to learn from them the particulars of 
the campaign. It may be imagined he was received with great glee 
by , men to whom the late uniformity of their military life had 
rendered any chaise of society an interesting novelty. Allan 
M^Atilnv alone seemed to recoil from his former acquaintance, 
* although, when challenged by his brotliei*, he could render no other 
reason than a reluctance to be familiar witli one who had been so 
lately in the company of Argyle, and other enemies. Major Dalgetty 
was a litfle alaimied by this sort of insthictive consciousness which 
Allan seemed to entertain respecting tlie society he had been lately 
keeping ; ho -was soon satisfied, however, tliat the perceptions of the 
seer in this particular were not infallible. 

As liauam MacEagh was to be placed under Major Dalgctty’s 
proteqtioii and supermteudoncey it was neccs3ai7 he should present 
him to those persons with whom he was most likely to associate. 
Tlie dress of tne old man ha(^ in the meantime, been diangcd from 
ibe tartan of his clan to a sort of dotliing peculiar to the men of the 
iistant Isles, resemhims^ Waistepat with sleeves, and a pettiqpat, 
^ made in one piece. This dr^ was laced from top to bottom in 
and bore some resemblance to that called Polonaise, still worn 
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]}j ebUdreu iu Scotland of the lowear roiiik.. Tho tartan hose and 
p&m&t completed the dreda iwliteh old men. of tlie last century 
retne^berea well to have eoen worn by the distant Islesmen wUb ,; 
edme to the Bari of standard in toe year 
. Mtior Dalg^tjr, keening hfa eye cm Allan as he spoke, intro- 
ducea Ranald MacEagh under the fiditlotis nai^ of Ransdd Mac-* 
GillOiuron in B^ibecula. whp had esdap^ him out of Artie’s 
prison. He recommended him as a pen^h slrirnd hi the arts of the 
harper and the senadlue, .anft by no mdana contemptible in the 
quaJitjr^of a secohd-sightw pmon/ of ^^eer. Wliile making tiiis 
exposition^ Major Dnlgetty stamm^ed and hesitated iu a waV so 
unlike the usuiilglib xm^werdneas of his man^ he eoulclnot 

hare failed to liavc given suspicion to Allah M‘Autay, hadnottliat 
person's whole attentioa. fe^n engaged in steadily petusing the ' 
features of the pers^ tlna it^roducea to him. This steady gaze so 
inucli embarrassed RandM^Mai^ag^ that hisliand was beginning 
to sink down towards his d^^fer, in expectation of a hostile assauli^ 
when Allan, suddenly cro^g the floor of tlie liut, extended his 
hand to him ih the WTiy of ifrieudly greeting. Th^ down side by 
side, and conversed in a low mysterious toile of voice. Menteith 
and Angus M‘Auliiy were not surprised at this, for there prevailed 
among flie Highlanders wlio pretended to the second-sight a sort of 
fi^ecmasonry) which generally induced them, upon meeting, to hold 
communication with each other on the nature aiid extent of their 
visionary experiences. 

Does the sight come gloomy upon your spirits?*' said Allan to 
his new acquaintance. 

^ As dark ns the shadow upon the moon," replied Ranald, " when 
she is darkened iu her midcourse in heaven, and prophets foretell of 
evil times." 

Come hither " said Allan, ** conic more this way, I would 
converse with you apart; for men say that in your distant islands 
tho sight is poured forth with more clearness and power than upon 
us, who dwell near the Sassenach." 

While they were plunged into their mystic conference, the two 
English cavaliers enterea the cabin in the highest possible spirits, 
and announced to Angiis M* Aulay that orders had been issued tlmt^ 
all should hofd themselves in readiness for an immediate march 
the westward. Having delivered themselves of tiicir news with ; 

glee, they paid their compliments to their old acquaiutanci^ Mmfer 
Dalgctty, whom they instantly recognized, and inquiry 
lieahh of his chaiger, Gustavos. . ^ 

" I humbly tlimih you, gentlemen," answered uusta- 

vus is well, though, like liis master* somewhat Itea^lhn ibs tlian 
when you offered to relieve me of him at DarnBnvarii^i j;4Ui^let me 
assure you, that before you have made one or two of wse itiifw'ohes 
wliicli you seem to contemplate with so much satisfaction in pro- 
spect, you will leave, my good iaiights, some of your English bee^ 
and probably an Englisn horse or two, behind yoit." 

Both exclaimed that tliey cared vety little what they found or whet 
they Icftj provided the scene changed fmm dogging up .and down 
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and Abos%cnftJiirc, in pursuit of an enemy who would neither 

If such be iho case,” said Angus M‘Aulay, “ I must give orders 
to my followers, and make provision too for the safe conveyagi^ of 
Annot Ijyle; for an advance into M^Oallum More's 6ountry wiH be a 
farthm* and fouler road tlian these pinks of Oumbriau knighthood are 
aware of."’ So saying, he left the cabin. 

“ Aunot Lyle I " repeated Balgetty, is alie following the, cam- 
paign?"' . T. , 

‘^Surely/" replied Sir Giles Musgrave, his eye glancing slightly 
from Lord Menteith to Allan M^Aulay; *^wc could neither march 
nor tight, nclvaucc nor retreat, without the influence of the Princess 
of Harps."" 

‘*Tho princess of Broadswords and Targets, I say," answered his 
companion ; for tlie Lady of Montrose herself could not be more 
co^eousjy w^aited upon ; she has fbur Highland maidens, and as 
pimiy b«ire-legged gillies to wait upon her orders.” 

And what would you have, gentlemen?"" said Allan, iurpi^ig sud- 
denly from the Hignlander with whom he was in conversation; 
^ would you yourselves have left an innocent female, the companion 
of your infancy, to die by violence, or perish by famine? There is 
not, by this time, a roof upon the habitation of my fathers — our crops 
We been destroyed, and our cattte have been driYen--*a.nd you, gen- 
tiomcn, have to mess God, that, coming from a milder and more civi- 
Ji 2 ?ed country, you expose only your own lives in this remorseless 
war, without anprebension that yom* enemies will visit with their 
vengeance the dclenceless pledges you may have left beliindyou."" 

The Englishmen cordially agreed that they liad the superiority in 
this reaped; and the company, now dispersing, went each to his 
sovertil charge or occupation. 

Allan lingered a moment beliind, still questioning tlio reluctant 
Banald MtiictEagh upon a point in his supposed visions, by which he 
was greath perplexed, “ Repeatedly,"" ne said, “ have I had tlie 
sight of a Gael, who seemed to plunge his weapon into the body of 
Menteith, — of that young nobleman in the scarlet laced cloak, who 
has just MOW left the botm\ Bft by no efibrt, tliougli I have gazed 
till my eves were almost fixed in their sockets, can I discover the face 
of this lligldandor, or even coiyecture who he may he,* although Ids 
person and air seem familiar to me."" ^ 


* A speclf's of aiiparltlou, similar to what the Gennans call a Double-Ganger, was be- 
UQVoa iu by the Coltlc tribes, and Is still considorod os on cmblcuii of nilBfortune or 
^oaih, Ml Ivlrkc, (see Note G to liob Roy,) the minister of AborfoU, who will no doubt 
be able to tell ils more of the matter sliould he ever come back ftom Folry-land, gives us 

“ fJenne moii of that okalted sight, cither by art or nature, have told nic they have 
SfceU at these jneetiiigs u dimblo man, or the shape of some nusn in two places, that is, a 
superterraueaa rntd a subterraiieau InUabjtant pei-fecily ivsembllug one another in all 
points, wliom uolwtlJ>standing, could easily distinguisli one flrom another by some 
secret tokpus uiid operatlous, and so go spcjik to the mou his neighbour and familiar, 
passing by the appju-ition or resemblance of him. They avonch tlnvt every element *md 
different state of being have auiinals rcsembllug those of anollur fhanent, as there be 
j|jBbes at .'ku rc;:u)drHiig IMonksof late order In nil Ihcir i-oi ils and dn:>!«efj^FO as the 
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" Ilaye you mer$ed y^r oto jdaid,^- sold Banfdd* aoeordin^ ti^ “ 
the rule of the experienced Seers in such <!i$a6 

I have,” answered AHan, speaking low, and shudtlcriuff as if with 
intomid agony. . T 

** And in wnat guise did the phantom then appear ,to mi 
Ranald. ' 

With his plaid also reversed,*' answered Allan, in tJjp same low 
and comailsett tone. 

Then be assured,*' said Ranald, " that your own Imd, an4 none 
otlier, will do the deed of which you have witnessed the shaaow/' 

So has iny anxious soul a hundred times surmised,” replied 
Allan. "But it is impossible! Were I to read the record in 
eternal book of fate, I would declare it impossible — ^we ate bound by 
the ties of blood, and by a hundred ties more intimate— have 
stood side by side in battle, and our swords have reeked with the 
blood of the same enemies— it is impossible I should harm lum I ” 

" That you ivill do so,” answered Ranald, "is cert^h, thouffh the 
cause be hid in the darkness of ftiturity. You say,” he continued, 
suppressing his own emotions witli dilBSiculty, "that sido hy side you 

Uomnn Invention of good and bad dtemona and guardian angels particularly assigned, ia, 
called by tijcm aiu* Igncraut mistake, spVlngittg only ftom tWs orlginaU. Tliey call this 
reflex ni.'m a Co-WaUcet', every ^vay like the man, as a twln-brotlior and cbxnpanioh haunts 
ing him as Ills shadow, as is tliat seen and known among men resembling the erlglnall, 
both before and after the originall Is dead, and was also often seen ojf old to enter a honi(, 
by whicli the people knew that the person of that Ukucs was to visit them within a; 
fow days. Tills copy, echo, or living picture, goes at last to Ills own herd. It accompa- 
nied that person so long and tVwjucntly for ends best known to its selva, whetiier to . 
guard him from the secret assaults of some of Us o^vn folks, or only as an sportfhll a^>elo 
coiiritorfeit all his actions, "—K uikh’s Secret CorntnoniceaUfi, p. 3. - . - 

The tw'O following apparitions, resembling the vision of Allan M’Anlay In tho.tekiti,.., 
occin- in 'rhcophilus Insulauus, (Ucv. Mt Fraser’s Treatise on the Second Sight, Eels* ' 
tioris X. ami xvif.) 

“ lUirbara Macjdicrson, relict of tlie deceased Mr Alexander MacLeod, late xnlnisjtcr ol " 
St IlIltiA, iuformed me tlie natives of that island had a particular kind of second 
which is mways a forcTuunor of their approaching c*nd. Some months before they stiSisalV' . 
they are haunted with an apparition, resemblhig therasolveB In all respects ns to j 
person, features, or clothing. This image, seemingly auimated, walks with them is:Uie . 
Held in iwoad daylight ; and if they arc employed in driving, harrowing, sccd-sowli^, or 
any other occupation, tiny arc at the same time mimicked by tills ghostly visitant. My ^ 
informiT added further, that having visited a sick person of the inhahltants, she had the 
curiosity to inquire of him, if at any time he hnd scon any resemblance of lUmsplf os 
above described j he answered In the aftlrroatlve, and told her, tlmt to make farther trial, 
as be was going out of his house of a morning, he put on strttw-ro]>e garters instead of 
those he funncriy used, and having gone to the holds, his otliov self appeared In such gar- 
ters. The coucliision was, tlic sick man died of that ailment, and she no longer 
tioned the truth of these remarkable presages.” . > ’ v 

” Margaret aiiicLood, an honest woman advanced in years, infbnncd me, thatwlu^’ 
.she was a young woman in the family of Grishornisb, a dairy-maid, who dally usedto' i- 
herd the calves in a park close to the house, observed, at diflbrent times, a womati r^' 
pomhling herself In sliaiio and attire, w^aiking solitarily at no great distance ftom Imr/ 
and being sur]u*lsed at tlm jippai'ition, to make furiher trial, She jmt the back pari df 
her upper garment foremost^ and auon the phantom was dressed In the same manner* 
whicli made her uneasy, behevln.g it poiteiided some fatal consequence to borsolil In a 
short time thi rcafter she ficixcd wdth a fever, whidh brought her to her end, ^ind be- 
Ibre her sickness and oc her tkutlihed, dcfiaiwj the second sight to sevcrnl. 
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lift'd bloodhound&*4iavd yon iievoi? Sieen 

eacb other, ftna fighter^ the 

iMidyof a, throttled deer?” „ . , , ‘ 

: . ^ It is false ! ” said M^Anlay, stariiM np, tbesp^ are not the ipre- 
bodings office, but the temptation ofsomae^il spmt from the hot- 
tmnless pit ! ” So saying, he strode out of tlie cabin. 

**Thou hast it/' said Sm Son of the Mist, looking after him with 
an air of exultation 5 the barbed arrow is in thy side ! Spirits of 
the slaughtered, rejoice I soon shall yOur murderers' swords be dyed 
in each other's; blood.” 

On the succeeding morning all was prepared, and Monbtoee ad- 
vanced by rapid maizes up the river Tay, ;aad poured his destttfcory 
forces into romantic vale atomid the lake of the same, name, 
which lies at the head of that liver. The inhabitants were Camp- 
bells, not indeed the vassals of Argvle, but of the allied and kindred 
house of OlenoF^y, whi<^ now bears the name of Breadalbane. 
Being takep by surprise, tliey were totally unprepared for resistance, 
and were compelled to be pa«tsive witneiEtses of the ravages which 
took place among their docks and herds. Advanmng in this man- 
ner to the vale of Loch Doeliart, and l^iug waste the country 
around him, Montrose reached the most dimeuR point of his enter- 
prise. * 

To a modem army, even with the assistance of the good militaiy 
road which now leads up by Teinedrum to the head of Locli Awe, 
the passage of tiiese extensive wilds would seem a task of shme diffi- 
culty. But at this period, and for long afterwards, there was no road 
or path whatsoever; and to add to the difficulty, the mountains were 
already covered with snow. It was a sublime scene to look up to 
them, piled in great masses, one upon another, the front rank of 
dasszung whiteness, while those which arose bemnd them caught a 
rosy tint from the setting of a clear wintry sim. Ben Cruaclian, 
superior ui magnitude, and seeming the very citadel of the Genius 
of the region, rose high above the others, shewing his glimmering 
and scathed peak to tno distance of many miles. 

The followers of Montrose were men not to be daunted by the 
fiublime yet terrible prosnect before them. Many of them were of 
that ailment race of Highlaiitos, who not Only willingly made their 
couch in the snow, but considered it as effeminate luxury to use a 
snowball for a pillow. Plunder and revenge lay beyond the frozen 
mountains which they beheld, and they did not permit themselves <0 
be daunted by the difficulty of traversing them. Montrose did not 
:»llow iheir spirits time to subside. He ordered the pipes to play in 
.the van the ancient pibroch entitle^ « Hoggil nam ho^ &c. (that is, 
We come through snow-drift to drive tlio prey ;) the shrilling sounds 
of which had often struck the vales of the Lennox with terror.^ The 
troops advanced with the nimble alacrity of mountaineers, and were 
soon involved in the dangerous pass, through wldch Ranald acted as 
their guide, going before them with a select pai'ty, to track out the 
way, 

* It 18 the fmnily march of the HTarlanes, a vailikc ana predatory clan, who iiihaljitcd 
iho western baiiks of IiOch*Lomona See Kote BB, to Waverley. 
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Thepoirerof iiianat no time appears more coiitemptible than 
whesi it is placed in contrast mth scenes of natural terror and dignity. 
The victonous army of Montrose, whose exploits had struck ten*or 
into al Scotland, wnen ai^ending up this teimc pass, seemed a con- 
temptible handml of stragglers, m me act of being devoured by the 
jaws of the moimtain/ which app^ed ready to dose Upon: thenu 
Even Montrose hdf reputed the noldness of his attempt, as he looked 
down fx*om the summit of the hrst eminence which he alined, upon 
the scattered condition of his small army. The difficulty of getting 
forward was so great, that considerable gaps began to occur in- the 
line of march, and the distance between flie van^ centre, and ^rear, 
waa :eii^ moment increased ih a degree equally incommodious and 
dangf^ous. It Was with great apprehension that Memtrose looked 
upon eveiy point of advantage which the hHi afforded, in dread it 
miglit be found occupied by an enemy prepared for defence ; and lie 
often al^erwards was heard to express his conviction, that had the 
passes of gtra^-Fijdan been defended by two hundred resolute men, 
not only would his progress have been effectually stop^d, but bin 
army must have been in danger of being totally cut off Security, 
however, the bane of many a strong country, and many a fortress, 
betrayed on this occasion, the district of Argyle to his enemies. The 
invaders had only to contend ^vith the natural difficulties of the path, 
and with the snow, which, fortunately, had not fallen in any ^'eat 
quantity. The army no sooner reached the summit of the ndge of 
hifls dividing Argyleshire from the district of Breadalbane, than they 
rushed down upon the devoted vales beneath them with a fury suffi- 
ciently expressive of the motives wliich had dictated a movement so 
difficult and hazardous. 

Montrose divided his army into three bodies, in order to produce 
a wider and more extensive terror, one of which was commanded by 
the Cajitain of Clan lianald, one intrusted to the leading of Oolkitto, 
and the third remained under his own direction, lie was tltus 
enabled to penetrate the country of Argyle at three different points. 
Ilesistaiice there was none. The flight of the shepherds from the 
Jdlis had first announced in the peopled districts this formidable 
irruption, and wherever the clansmen were summoned out, they were 
killed, disarmed, and dispersed, by an enemy who had anticipated 
their motions. Major Diugetty, who had been sent fonvard against 
Juverary with the few horse of the army that wci’e fit for service, 
managed his matters so well, that he had very nearly surprised 
Argjdc, as he expressed it,^ pocula; and it was only a rapid 
by water vphicli saved that chief from death or Captivity. 
lUit the punishment which Argyle himself escaped fell heavily upon 
Ins coimtvy and clan, and the ravages committed by Montrose on 
that devoted land, although too consistent with the genius of tijo 
country and times, have been repeatedly and justly quoted as a blot 
on )iis actioiw^and character. 

Argyle in the meantime had fled to Edinburgh, to lay his com- 
plaints before tlie Convention of Estates, To meet the exigence of 
tlie moment, a considerable army w^as raised under General BailHe, 
a Preslwicrian officer of skill and fidelity, with wliom was joined in 
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commndi the cclobf«il<3id Sir John TTitSc, a fio]4ifr 
Uwffetty, iirSo had wrieady diauged sid^s twice during the Civil War, 
am wofii destiued to turn ]]i3 coat a third tuue before it was ended. 
Argyle al&o, burning with iiid%nation,^prooeeded to levy^i^^^ «W» 
inmeroos forceS) in order to avenge himeelf of hia feudal enemy. 
He establisihed hU hcad-quartere oi Dunb^on, where he was soon 
joined by a considerable force, consisting chiefly of his own clansmen 
and dependents. Being there joined by Baillie and Urrie, with a 
very considerable army of regular forces, he propared to march into 
A:a»yleshirc, and chastise the invader of his paternal territories. 

But Hontrosd,^ while these two formidable armies were foritung a 
junction, had been recalled from that ravaged country * by the 
approach of a third, collected in the north under the Earl oi Soa- 
fortk who, after some hesitation, having embraced the side of 
the Covenanlcva, had now, with the assistance of the veteran gafnson 
of Inverness, formed a considerable army, with which he threatened 
Montrose from Invemessrshire. Enclosed in a wasted and unfriendly 
country, and menaced on each side by advancing enemies of superior 
Ibrccj it might have been supposed tliat Montrose’s destruction was 
certain. But these were precisely tlie circumstances under which 
.the active and enterjirising genius of the Great' Marquis was cal- 
culated to excite the w^onder and admiration of his friends, the 
astonishment and terror of his enemies. As if by magic, he collected 
his scattered forces from the wwteful occupation in which they had 
been engaged; and scarce wxre tiioy again united, ere Argyle and 
his associate generals were informed, that the . royalists, having 
suddenly disappeared’ from Argyleshire, had retreated nortlnvarda 
among the dusky and impenctrahie mountains of Lochaber, 

The sagacity of the generals opposed to Montrose, immediately 
comectured, tlmt it was tlie purpose of their active antagonist 
to fight with, and, if possible,* to destroy Seafortli, ere they could 
come to his assistance. This occasioned a corresponding change in 
them operations. Leaving this chieftain to make the best dtd^ence 
he could, Un’ic and Baillie again separated their forces from tliosc 
of Argyle; and, having chiefly horse and Lowland ti;oops under 
their command, they kept the southern side of the Grampian ridge, 
moving along eastward into the county of Angus, resolving from 
thence to proceed into Aberdeenshire, in order to intercept Montrose, 
if he sliould attempt to escape in that direction. 

Argyle, with his own levies mid other troops, undertook to follow 
Montrose’s march; so that, in case he should come to action cither 
with Seaforth, or with Baillie and Ume, he might he placed between 
tw'o fires by this tliird army, wliieh, at a secure distance, was to hang 
upon his rear. 

For this puriioso, Argyle once more moved towards Inverary, 
having an opportunity, at every step, to deplore the severities wJiicl? 
the hostile clans had exercised on his dependents and country. 
Whatever noble qualities the Ilighiaudefs possessed, and they had 
many, clemency in treating a hostfle country Avas not of the number; 
but even the ravages of hostile troops combined to sweD the number 
Argyle’s followers. It is still a Highland proverb, He whose 



hoiuio k bunit must become a soliScr; and bimdreib of the in- 
babitaiLts of those unfenttmote vnll^ had now no meamf of main- 
teiiancei sare by exercising n|Hm Others the severities they had them- 
selves snstafnedy and no future j^rospcct of happiness, cxeoptinip in 
the aratiiication of revenfe. Hi» bonds wcr6» therefore, augmented 
by tlie very circumBlances which had desolated hja country, and 
Argyle soon found himself at the head of three thousand determined 
men, distinguished for activitj and courage, and command^ by 
gentlemen of Im oim name, who yielded to none in . those oualities. 
tinder himself^ he conferred the principal command upop ffir Dun- 
can Campbell of Ardenyohr, and another Sir Duncan Oampb^ll 
of Aueheubreck,^ an experienced and veteran soldier, whom he had 
recalled from the wars of Ireland for this purpose* The colji mrit 
of .Argyle himself, however, clogged the military councils of hia 
more uitrenid assiatiints ; ana it was resolved, notwithstauding their 
increased force, to observe the same plan of operations, and to 
follow Montrose cautiously^ in whatever direction he should march, 
avoiding an engagement until an opportunity should occur of falhng 
upon hia rear, wiule he should lie. engaged with another enemy 
in front 


CHAPTEB XVm. 

rioSracht au Donoll-dUu, 
riobracbet au PonuPt 
Plobracbet agos S'breittauli 
Peacht on Innerlo^Jiy; 

The wor-tunc of Douald tlie Black, 

The war-tune of Block Pouald, 

The pipes aua the banner 

Arc up in the rendezvous of Inverlochy. 

Thi 3 military road conaectiag tlip cliaiii of forts, as it is called, 
and ruiming in the general line of the present Caledonian canal, has 
now completely opened the great glen, or chasm, extending almost 
across the whole island, once doubtless filled by the sea, and still 
affording basins for that long line of Likes, by means of whicdi 
inodcrn'art has united the German and Atlantic Oceans. The paths 
or tracks by which the natives traversed this extensive valley, were, 
ill 1645-6, m the same situation as when they awaked the strain of 
an Irish engineer officer, who had been employed in converting iljcrn 
into practicable military roads, and whose ciilogiuui begins, and, for 
aught 1 know, ends, as follows : 

“ liad you seen bat those roads before Uiey were made, 

'S'oii would have lield up your hands aad bloss’d Chuuinil Wade." 

Biifc, bad as the ordinary paths were, IMoidroso avoided them, and 
led his army, like a herd of wild door, from mouiitmn to mountain, 

» TiiH last character Is Idstorlcju. 
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and from forest to forest, whfere hJs eneniiea'^ld learn ivotMni^ of 
his motions, while ho acquired the most perfect teowtedgc r^pectoj 
llieirs from the friendly clans of Oameiw and ;M©opne^ wh^ 
inountalnoiis districts lie now traversed. oruers had he^i 

ffiven that Argyle^s advance should ho ^'at^hed, mid that aU. in- 
telligence respecting^ his niotitons diottld be cohsniupioatcd instantJy 
to the General himself. v. I , ^ . 

It was ft moonlight niglit, and Montvdfiie, woni out by, the iati|fiiea 
of the day, was laid down to sleep iii a miserable shielm^. I}e had 
only slumbered two houi-s, when some one touched Ins shoulder. 
He looked up* and by the stately form and deep voice#, easily 
reo(^isSod the Chief of the Camerons. 

“ fhave news for you,”, said that leader, ^ which is worth whOe to 
arise and listen to,” . 

“M^llduy^ can brinj: no ofcher^” said Montrosei, addressing the 
Chief by ms pflitronymic title— are they awd or mAV* 

" As you may take them,” said the Chieftain. 

. " Are they certain ?” demanded Moptro^. 

answered M^ldtagr, or another messenger should have 
brought them. Know thiSt|:tirpd with the ta^ Imposed upon me of 
aceompanymg that unhapw Dalgetty and his handful of horse, who 
detained me for hours on the march at tlie pace of a crippled badger, 
1 madd a stretch of four miles, with six of my people in the direction 
of Inverlochy, and there met with Ian of Glenroy, who had been 
out for intelligence. Argyle is moving upon Inveijochy with three 
tliousaad dioseii men, commanded by the llower of the sons of 
13iarmid. — These are my news —they arc certain— it is for you to 
construe their purport.” 

“Their purport must be good,”' answered Montrose, readily and 
eheerfhlly ; “the voice of MTlduy is ever pleasant in the ears of 
Montrose, and most pleasant when it speaks of some brave enterprizjo 
at hand— What are our musters ? ” 

He then called for light, and easily ascertained that a great part 
of his followers hanug, as usual, dispersed to secure thek* booty, he 
had not with him above twelve or fourteen hundred men. 

Not much above ft third,” said Monfa'ose, pausing, “of Aigyle's 
force, and Higldanders oppos^ed to Highlanders.— With the blessing 
of God upon the royal cause, I would not hesitate were the odds but 
one to two.” 

“Then do not hesitate,” said Cameron; “for when your trumpets 
shall sound to attack M'Callum More, not a man of these glens will 
remain deaf to the summons. Glengarry— Koppoch— I myself— 
would destroy, with lire and sword, the wretch who should remain 
tehind under any pretence wliatsocver. To-morrow, or the next 
day, shall bo a day of battle to all who bear the name of M'Houneil 
or ‘Cameron, whatever be the event.” 

“It fa gallantly said, my noble friend,” said Montrose, grasping 
hfa hand, “and i were worse than a coward did I not do justice 
to such followers, by entertaining the most indubitable liopes of 


* lUliich-CoimGl Dim,— the descendant of XUaok Donald. 
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STiccesH. Wo will tarn back on.tliis M‘Oallum More, wuo follows us 
like a ravoii to devour the relics cf our ai'my» shotild we meet braver 
mcnwlio maVbeuible to break strength! Let the Qiiefs and 
Icadei's be caucd together as Q^mckiy as possible v and you 5 wbo have 
brought us the first news of tills yoyful event, — ^for such itahaU be, 
—you, bWldiiy, shall bring it to 'ft joyfiil issue, by gtddmg us tiie 
beat and nearest road against our enemy.” 

That will I willingly do/' said MTrduy; *^if I have shews, you 
paths by, which to retroat tbrougb these dusky wilds, with &r more 
leadiness will I teach you how to advance againist your foe." 

A g^eral bustle now prevailed, mid hmders were every whm 
startled ’from the rude couclies on which &ey had sought temporary 
repose. . 

“ 1 never thought," said Megor Dalgetty, when summoned up from 
ahandftd of rugj^ heather root& ‘^to have parted from a bed as 
hard as a stable ixoom with such bad will } htt|i hmubitah^, having 
but one man of military experience hi Ms miny«1iklil4meB^ the 
Marquis may be vhidicated in putting him upon hard duty." , 

So saylrjg, he rejpaired to the cmnicifc where, nbtwfthstahdinjf his 
pedantry, Montrose seemed always to ; ftstch to him with consider- 
able attention; partly becau^ the Majc^ reidly possessed military 
knowledge and experience, and often made suggestions which were 
found of advantage, and partly because it redieyM the General from 
the necessity of deferring entirdy to the opimoiiof tlie Highland 
Chiefs, and gave him additional ground for disputing it when it was 
not agreeable to his own. On the present occasioj^ Dalgetty jo}'- 
fully acquiesced in the proposal of inarching back and confi^intmg 
Argyle, which he compared to tlie valiant resolution of the great 
Gustavus, who moved a^^ainst the Duke of Bavaria, and enriched his 
troops by the plunder of that fertile country, although menaced from 
the northward by the largo army which Walleusteiu had assemMed 
in Bohemia. 


The Chiefe of Glengarry, Iveppocli, and Lochiel, whose clansj; 
equal in courage and militaiyfiirao to any in the Highlands, lay 
within the neighbourhood of the scene of action, despatched the fiei^ 
cross through their vassals, to summon everyone who could bear ams 
to meet tlie King's lieutenant, and to jom the standards of tlieir 


the King in the light of a chief whom his clansmen had 4cserted,^ 
as well as their implicit obedience to their own patriarch, drew in to 
Montrose's army not only all in the neighbourhood who were able 
to boar arms, but some who, in age at least, might have been esteem- 
ed i^ast the use of them. During the next day’s inarch, which, being 
directed straight through the mountains of Lochaber, was unsusr- 
pected by tlie enemy, his forces were augmented by handfuls of men 
issuing from each glen, and ranging tlmmselyes under the baun^a 
of their respective Chiefs. This was a ciroumstauce highly msomt- 
ing to the rest of the army, who, by the time they approved the 
enemy found their strei^h increased considerably more tnaa 
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one^-fourfh^ as hod been i»ropbosicd by ibo raliftnt leader of the 
Oaiuctoui^ 

milo Montraso tixeettteil IMa countcr-marclj, A^lelia^ljat the 
head of lih ffftUawt army, advanootl tip tlio auntlieru side of hoch-Ell, 
and rettclicd the rircr Lochy, lyhieh combi iiea that lake mih Loch^ 
Loehy. The ancient Oftsfcle of Inverlocby, once, as it H said, a royal 
fortress* and still, aIthou^?h dismantled, a place of some strenfftli 
and eoiiaideration, offered conrenlent head-quarters, and there lyas 
ample room for Argyle’s army to encamp around him in the valloy, 
where the Lochy joins liOCh-Bil. Several bargees had attended, 
loaded with provisions, so that tjiey were In every respect as Well 
accommodi^ as stich an Wished or expected to Be* Arg^. 
in council with Auefaenbreck and Ardenvohr, eimressed his fell 
coxiMence that Montrose wm now on the brink of dTestructiem 3 feat 
Jik troops must gradually dimm&h as he moved eastward tJirbu^h 
such tmcQtdh pafes; that If he went westward; ho. must encounter 
tJrrie a^ Bamie; if northward; fall into the hands of Seaforth ) or 
should he choose any hslting^^lace, he weuld expose himself to be 
attacked by three armies at once. 

cannot rejoice m thte .'prospect, my lord, " said AUehenbk'ck, 
“ feat James Qrahame will be crjushed with little assistmice of ours. 
Ite has left a heavy account in Arfyleahire a^inst him, Ohd t long 
to reckon with him drop of blood for drop of wood. 1 love not the 
payment of dtich debts by tliird hands.*' 

“You are too ficriipulons," said Atj^le; “what sigrniftes it by 
whose bands tlii blood of the Grahanies is spilt? It is time that of 
the sons of Diarmid should cease to flow. — WImt say you, Arden- 
vohr?" 

“ I edy, my lord/' replied Sir Duncan; “that I think Auchenbreck 
ivill be gratified, and will himself have a personal ojmortunily of 
settling accounts with Montrose for his depredations. Reports have 
:reached our outposts that the Camerons are assembling their full 
strength on the skirts of Ben-Nevis; this must be to join the advance 
of Montrose, and not to cover his retreat." 

“It must he some scheme of harassing and depredation" said 
Argyle; “ devised by the inveterate malignity of Mulduy, which he 
terms loyalty. They cmi intend no more than an attack cm our out- 
posts, or some ahnoyastice to to-morrow's march," 

“I have sent out scouts," said Sir Duncan, “in every direction, to 
procure intelligence; and wc must soon hear whether they really do 
assemble any force, upon what point, or with what purpose." 

It was late ere any tidings wei c received ; but when the moon had 
eriSon, a considerable bustle in the camp, and a noise immediately 
after heard in the castle, announced the arrival of important iutcl- 
Bgenee. Of the scouts flrst dispersed by Ardenvohr, some had re- 
tmned without being able to collect any thing, save unce^ain 
rumours concerning movements in the country of fee Camerons. It 
seemed as if the skirts of Ben-Nevis were sending forth those unac- 
countable and portentous sounds with which they sometimes announce 
the near approach of a storm. Others^ Whose zeal cbrrfed them 
farther upWi thdbr mission, were entrapped and rialn, or made ptU 
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totkors. by the iBbabtfeants of the Mncsdes into illicit they enden- 
vourod to penetrate. At length, on the rapid adrance Of MonhoK*ti 
army, his advanced guard ana the outposts of At*gyle becainc a^are 
of each other’s piosenoe, aud^after exchanging a few itiU^eMhots 
and arrows, fell back to their respective main bodies, to oonirey in- 
telligence and deceive orders. 

»tr Duncan Campbell, and Anchenbreck, imtantly threw ihetu- 
telves on howoback. in order to visit the state of the outposts ; and 
Argyle maintained his cliaractor of ooi»imander4n-chief with reputa- 
tton, by making a respectable arrangement of bis forces hi the plain, 
as ft ^as evident that they might now es;pect a night alarm, or an 
lottaek in the morning at farthest. Montrose had kept his forces so 
^o^'ously within tlie dedles of the mountain, that no effoit wliicli 
Auchenbreck or Ardenvohr tho^ht it prudent tb attempt, could 
nscerfmn his probable strength. They Were awttre> hoteterj tlidtj at 
the utmost compdtatidh, it must be inferior to fe(& a^nd they 
returned to Argyle to inform hijQa>of the ainOnnt^ their Observa- 
tions ; but that ndldeinah refiised to lielidve tlmt could be 

in presence himself. He said, ^ It was a madneiiii, of wldeh even 
James Grafaame^ in his height of presdihptnbus was itrea- 

pable ; and he dbhhied not that iheir m^eli was only impeded by their 
ancient , enemies, Glerica Keppodh, and Glehgarry; and perhaps 
M^Vodrigh, with hi^ MTlieraon^ might haWs assembled a -fdree, 
which he knew must be greatly inferior in* nimhera to his own, and 
whom, therefore, he doubted not to dispense by force, or by terms Of 
capitulation.’’ ♦ * 

The spirits of Argyle ’s followers were liigbj breathing vedgcaucc 
for the disasters wbicii their country had so lately undergone ; aiid 
the night passed in anxious hopes that the morning might daAvn 
upon their vengeance. The outposts of either array kepfn careful 
watch, and the soldieVS of Argyle slept in the order of battle whidi 
they w'ere next d^y to occupy. 

A pale dawn had scarce begun to tinge the tops of these immense 
mouiitains.'ivhen the leaders of both armies prepared for the business 
of the clay. It was the second of February, 1645-6; The claiisnieii 
of Argyle were arranged in two lines, not far from tlie angle be- 
tween the river and the lake, and made an appearance equally reso- 
lute and formidable. Auchcnbreck woiid wilhngly have commenced 
the battle by an attack on the outposts of the isnemy, but Argyle, 
with more cautious policy, preferred receiving to tnoking the onset. 
Signals were soon heard, that they would not long wait for it in vain . 
The Campbells could distinguish, in the gorge of the mountains, tbfe 
war-tunes of various clans as they advanced to the onset. That bf 
the Camerons, which bears the ominous words, addressed to the 
wolves and ravens, “ Come to me, and I will mve you flesh,” was 
loudly re-echoed from their native glens. In the language of the 
l^Wand bardis, ttie war voice of Qlengorry was not silent ; and thb 
g^eting tunbs of other tribes could be plainly distuiguisfaed, as they 
eucceasively came up to the extremity of the passes from which they 
were to descend into the plain. 

^ You see," said Argyle to his kinsmmi, as I sdd, We have 
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oaly 4 o with our ueighhours 5 James Qrahiwue hail uot ireututed 
lio Shew U 8 hia batmer/^ , , 

' Air this moment there resounded from the of tlie ])Ms a Uvely 

flourish of tnimpets, in that note with wlueh ifc Wes' the ancient Scot- 
tish fashion to salute the roj'al staiidarcf. ^ * 

. ^You may hoar, my lord, from yonder s^nal, smd Sir Duncan 
Campbell, « that he who pretends to be the King’s Lieutenant, must 
be in person among these men." 

** And has probably horse with him," said Audienbredc, “Whidi I 
could not have anticipated. But shall we look pale for that, my lord, 
when we liavo foes to fight, and wrongs to revenge?" 

Argylo was silent, and looked' upon bis anb, wiiich hung in a sash, 
owi^ to a fall which he had sustamed in a preceding march. 

" It is true " interrupted Ardentohr, eagerly^ ^ my Lord of Argylo, 
you are disabled from using either sword or pistol ; you must iH^tirc 
on board the galleys— your life is precious to us as ahead— your 
hand cannot be usdiil to us as a fiddicr." ' ; 

‘‘ No," said Argyle, pride contending with irresolution, it filiall 
never be said that 1 fied before Montrose ; if 1 cannot fight, I will at 
least die in the midst of my children." 

Several other principal Chiefs of the Campbells, with one voice 
conjured and obtested their Chieftain to leave them for tliat day to 
the leading of Avdenvohr and Auchenbreck, mid to behold the con- 
lliefc from a distance and m safety. — We dare not stigmatize Argyle 
with poltroonery 5 for, though his life was marked by no action* of 
bravery, yet he behaved with so^much composure and dignity in tlie 
final and closing scene, that his conduct upon the present and similar 
occasions, should be rather imputed to indecision than to want of 
courage. But when the small still voice within a mau^s own breast, 
which tells liim that liis life is of consequence to himself, is scooiidctl 
by that of numbers around Irim, who assure him that it is of equal 
advantage to the public, history affords many examples of men more 
habitually daring than wAi’gyle, who have consulted self-preservation 
when the temptations to it were so powerfully increased. 

See him on board, if you will, Sir Duncan,^' said Auchenbreck io 
Ins kinsman. It must be my duty to prevent this spirit from spread- 
ing farther among us,” 

So saying, he threw himself among the ranks, entreating, cf)iu- 
manding, and conjuring the soldiers, to remember their ancient lame 
and their present superiority ; the wrongs they bad to revenge, if 
successful, and the fate they had to dread, if vanquished ; and im- 
parting to every bosom a portion of the fire which glowed in his 
own. Sloydy, meanwliilc, and apparently with reluctance, Argyle 
rmfifered himself to be forced by Jus officious kinsmen to the verge 
of the lake, and was transported on board of a galley, from the 
deck of which he surveyed with more safety than credit the scene 
which ensued. 

Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohrj notwithstanding the urgency 
of the occasion, stood with his eyes riveted o%the boat which bore 
his Chieftain fi'om the field of battle. There were feelings in his 
^Quld xiot be expressed 1 for the character of a Chief 
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was tliat of a father, and the heart of a clansman durst not dwell 
upon his failings with critical severity as upon those of other men. 
Argyle, too, harsh and severe to othera, was generous and liberal 
among his kinsmen, and the noble heart of ^denvohr was wrung 
with hitter anguish when h(f reflected to what interpretation his pre- 
sent conduct might subject him. 

It is better it should be so," said he to himself, devouring his 

own emotion: ‘‘but of his line of a hundred sires, I know not 

one who would have retired while tlie banner of Diarmid waved in 
the wind, in the face of its most inveterate foes!" 

A loud sliout now compelled him to turn, and to hasten with all 
despatch to his post, which was on the right flank of Argyle's little 
army. 

The retreat of Argylc had not passed unobserved by liis watchful 
enemy, who, occupying the superior ground, could mark every cir- 
cumstance which passed below. The movement of three or four 
horsemen to the rear shewed that those who retreated were men of 


rank. 

“They are going," said Dalgetty> “to put their horses out of 
(hinger, like prudent cavaliers. Yonder goes Sir Duncan Campbell, 
riding a brown bay gelding, which I had marked for my own second 
charger." 

“You are wong, Major," said Montrose, with a bitter smile, 
“ they arc saving their precious chief. — Give the signal for assault 
instantly — send the word tlirougli tlie ranks. — Gentlemen, noble 
Chiefs, Glengarry, Keppoch, M‘Vourigh, upon them instantly! — 
Hide to M‘llauy, Major Dalgetty, and tell them to charge as he- 
loves Lochaher-l-returu and lu'ing our handful of horse to my stand- 
ard. They shall be placed with the Ii'ish as a reserve." 


CllAPTEli XIX. 

As mci ts a rock a lliousana waves, so lulstkil met Loclilin. 

OSSIAK. 

'i'liE trumpets and bagpi]>cs, those clamorous harbingers of blood 
and death, at once united in the signal for onset, which was replied 
to by the cry of more than two thousand warriors, and the echoes of 
Hie mountain glens beliind them. Divided into three bodies, or 
columns, the Highland followers of Montrose poured from the defiles 
liicli had hitherto concealed them from their enemies, and rushed 
with tlie utmost determination upon the Campbells, wdio waited their 
charge with the greatest firmness. Behind these charging columns 
luarehcd in line the Irish, under Culkitto, intended to form tlic re- 
serve. With them was the royal standard, and Montrose himself ; 
and oil the flanks were about tifty horse, under Dalgettjv which by 
wonderful exertions had been kept in some sort fit for service. 

The right column of Koyalists was Jed by Glengarry, the left by 
Lochiel, and the centre by the Earl of Menteith, who preferred tiglit- 
ing on foot in a Highland di’css to remaining with the cavalry. 

K 
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The Highlanders poured on with tho proverbial fury of their coun- 
try^ firinfy their ^funs and discharj^iii*^ their arrows, at a little distance 
from the eneiiiT, who received the assault w'ith the most determined 
gallantry. Better provided ■with musketry than their enemies, 
stationiiry also, and therefore taking thd more decisive aim, the fire 
of Argyle's followers was more destructive than that wliicli they 
sustained. The royal clans, perceiving this, riisliecl to close (luar- 
ters, and succeeded on two points in throwing lUeir enemies into 
disorder. With regular troops this must have achieved a victory ; 
but here Highlanders were opposed to Highlanders, and the nature 
of the weapons, as well as the agility of those who wielded them, 
was equal on both sides. 

Their strife was accordingly desperate ; and the clash of the 
swords and axes, as they encountered each other, or rung upon the 
tarj^ets, was mingled with the short, wild, animating shrieks with 
whicli Highlanders accompany the battle, the dance, or indeed violent 
exertion of any kind. Many of the foes opposed wore personal ly 
acquainted, and sought to match themselves with each other from 
motives of liatved, or a more generous emulation of valour. Neiihor 
party would retreat an inch, while the place of those who fell (and 
the)’’ fell fast on both sides) was eagerly su|)j)lied by others, who 
thronged to the front of danger. A steam, like tlitit wliich^ aristvs 
from a , soothing cauldron, ruse into the thin, cold, fr(^s^Y air, and 
hovered above the combatants. 

So stood the fight on the right and the centre, with no immediate 
consequence, except mutual wounds and death. 

On the right of the OaTn})hellH, the Knight of Ardcnvolir obtained 
some advantage, through his military skill and by sti’onglh of num- 
bers. He had moved forwai’d obliquely the extreme flank of hia 
line at the instant the Iloyalists were about to close, so that they sus- 
tained a fire at once on front and in flank, and, ilesnito the utmost 
efforts of tlieir loader, were thrown into some conrusion. At this 
instant, 8ir Duncan Campbell gave the word to charge, and thus iiii- 
ex])ectc*dJj made tlie attack at the very inoineiit he seeiucd about to 
receive it. Such a change of circumstances is alwa.vs discimraging’, 
and (»flon fatal. But the disorder was remedied h]' the advance of 
the Irish reserve, whose heavy and sustained lire compellc^d the 
Knight of Aivlenvolir to forego his advantage, and content himself 
v/ith I’opidKing the enemy. 'Jhe Marquis of Montrose, in the mean- 
while, availing himself of some scattered birch trees, as well as of 
the smoke produced by the close Are of the Irish musketry, which 
concealed the operation, called upon Dalgetty to follow him with the 
horse, and wheeling round so as to gain tlic fight flank and even the 
rear of the enemy, he coramaudea his six trumpets to sound tlie 
charge. The clang of the cavalry trumpets, and the noise of llie 
galloping of the horse, produced an effect iqion Argylc’s riglit wing 
■which no other soimdsccmld liave imjirossed them with. The niouii- 
taineers of that period had a supiTstitious drce.d of tlic war-horso, 
like that entertained by the f^eriivians, and had many strange ideas 
respecting the manner in which that animal was trained to combat. 
When therefore they found tJieir ranks unexpectedly broken, and 
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that the objects of their greatest terror were suddenly in the midst 
of them, the panic, in spite of Sir Duncan’s attempts to stop it, be- 
came unhersid. Indeetl, the ligure of Major Dalg’etty alone, sheathed 
in impenetrable armour, and making his horse caracole and bound, 
so as to give weight to every blow which he struck, would liave been 
a novelty in itself sufficient to terrify those who had never seen any 
thing iiiore nearly resembling such a cavalier, than a shelty waddling 
under a liighlander far bigger than itself. The repulsed llojalists 
returned to the charge; tlic Irish, keeping their rariKs, maintaancd.a 
fire equally close and destructive. There was no sustaining the fight 
longer. Argyle’s followers began to break find fly, most towards the 
lake, the remainder in diflerent directions. The defcrit of the right 
wing, of itself decisive, was rendered irreparable by tlie death of 
Auclienbreck, who fell while endeavouring to restore order. 

The Knight of Ardenvohr^ yith two or three hundred men, all 
gentlemen of descent and distinguished gaUantry^—for the Oainp- 
bells arc sui)])osed to Inivc had more gentlemen in their ranks than 
any of the Jlighland clans,— endeavoured, with unavailing heroism, 
to cover the tiiinultiiary retreat of the common file. Their resolu- 
tion only proved fatal to themselves, as they were charged again and 
again ])y irt Mli adversaries, and forced to sepfirate from eaeii other, 
until at' length tlioir aim seemed only to be to purelitisc an honour- 
able doalli by resisting to the veiy last. 

“ Good quarter, Sir Duncan,” called out Major Dalgetty, when he 
discovered his laio liost, Avith one or tAvo others, defending himself 
against several Highlanders ; and, to enforce his ofier, lie rode up to 
him Avilh his sword uplifted. 8ir Diiiicaw's reply Avas the discliarge 
of a reserved pistol, which took efiect not on the person of the rider, 
Imf on that of his gallant horse, AA'liich, shot tfirough tlic lieart, fell 
dead under liim. Jliinald MaclCagh, who avus one of those Avho liad 
bc^en ])rersing Sir Duiicaii bard, took tlic op])ortnnity to cut him 
down with his broadsword, as he turned fi‘om him in the act of firing 
the nistol. 

Allan M*Aulfiy came up at this moment. 1’licy were, cxcej)ling 
llaimld, followers of his brother who were engaged on that part of 
the field. “Villains!” he said, “ whicli of you has dared to do this, 
Avlien it Avas my positive order that tlie Knight of Avdeimdir should 
be tak(‘n alive r” 

llalf-a-do/.cn of busy liands, Avhich Avere einuliUisly employed in 
plundering the ralloii Iciiig'ht, whose arms and accoutrements Averoof 
a inagnificoncc befitting his quality, instantly fovebore the occupa- 
tion, and hall‘ the number of voices exculpated themselv'os, by laying' 
the blame on the Skvonian, as they called llanald MaeEagh. 

“ Dog of an Islander!” said Allan, forgetting, in his wrath, their 
prophetic brotlieiiiood, “ follow tlie chase, and hai’m him no farther, 
unless you mean to die by my hand.” They were at this moment 
loft almost alone; fur Allan’s threats had forced his OAAm dau fium 
tlie spot, find all around had pressed onwards towards tlie lake, ear- 
iwing before them noise, terror, and coufiision, and leoA'iug behind 
only the dead and dying. Tlic moment Avas tempi ini;’ to MacEaglfs 
A’migeAil spnrit. — “Thed- 1 should die ]>y your Isn-d, "■ = h nith 
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the blood of my kindred,” said he,^ answering: the throat of Allan in 
a tone as mcnacin^y as his own, ‘‘is not more likely than that you 
should fall by mine.” With that, he struck at M‘Aulay with such 
unexpected readiness, that he had scarce time to intercept the blow 
with nis targ:et. 

“ Villain ! ” said Allan, in astonishment, “ what means this ?” 

“lam Ranald of the Mist!” answered the Islosman, repeating: 
the blow; and with that word, they enffaffed in close and furious 
conflict. It seemed to be decreed, that in Allan M‘Aulay had arisen 
the aveng:er of his mother’s m'ongs upon this wild tribe, as was 
proved by the issue of the present, as well as of former combats. 
After exchaimng: a few blows, Ranald MacEai^h was prostrated by 
a deep wound on the skull ; and M‘Aulay, setting his foot on him, 
was ahout to pass the broadsword through his body, when the point 
of the weapon was struck up by a ^lird party, who suddenly inter- 
posed. This was no other than Major I)arg:etty, who, stunned by the 
fall, and encumbered by the dead body of his horse, had now recovered 
his leffs and his understanding:. “ Hold up your sword,” said he to 
M‘AuTa 3 % “ and prejudice this person no farther, in respect that he is 
here in* my safe-conduct, and in his Excellency's service; and in 
reg’ard that no honourable cavalier is at liberty, by the law martial, 
to avengfe his •own private injuries, flagrante beiloy miUto majus 
flagi'ante preelio” 

“ Fool ! ” said Allan, “ stand aside, and dare not to come between 
the tiger and his prey ! ” 

But, far from quitting his point, Dalgetty stept across the fallen 
body of MacEagb, and gave Allan to understand, that if he called 
himself a tiger, he was likely, at present, to find a lion in his path. 
There required no more than the gesture and tone of defiance to 
turn the whole rage of the military 8eer against the i)erson who was 
opposing the course of his vengeance, and blows were instantly ex- 
changed udthout farther ceremony. 

The strife betwixt Allan and MacEagh had been unnoticed by the 
stragglers around, for the person of the latter was known to few of 
Montrose/s followers ; but the scuffle betwixt Dalgetty and him, botli 
BO well known, attracted instant attention ; and fortunately, among 
others, that of Montrose himself, who had come for the purpose of 
gathering together his small body of horse, and following the pursuit 
down Loch-Eil. Aware of the fatiil conscquc}iccs of dissension in 
his little army, he j)ushed his horse up to the spot, and seeing Mac- 


lie said, “gentlemen cavaliers, brawling together in so glorious a field 
of victoiy ! Are you mad ? Or are you intoxicated with the glory 
which you Jjave both this day gained ? ” 

“ It is not my fault, so please your Excellency,” said Dalgetty. 
“ I have been known a bonus sociiis, a bon camarado, in all tllc 
services of Europe ; but Ijc that touches a man under my safe- 
guard 
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" And he,” said Allan, speaking at the same time, ** who dares to 
bar the course of my just vengeance 

“For shame, gentlemen again repeated Montrose; “I have 
other business for you both, — ^business of deeper importance than 
any private quaiTcl, w^hich you may easily find a more fitting time to 
settle. For you, Major DaJgetty, Kiieel down." 

“ Kneel ! " said Didgetty ; “ 1 have not learned to obey that word 
of command, saving when it is given from the pulj)it. In the 
Swedish discipline, the front rank do indeed kneel, but only when 
the regiment is drawn up six file deep." 

“ Nevertheless," repeated Montrose, — “ kneel down, in the name 
of King Charles and of his representative." 

When Dalgetty reluctantly obeyed, Montrose struck him lightly 
on the neck witli^he fiat of his sword, saying,— “ In rewm*d of the 
gallant service of tliis day, and in the name and authority of our 
Sovereign, King Charles, I dub thee knight ; be brave, loyal, and 
fortunate. And now, Sir Dugald Dalgetty, to your duty. Collect 
what horsemen you can, and pursue such of the enemy as are flying 
down the side of the lake. l)o not disperse your force, nor venture 
too far ; but take heed to prevent their rallying, w^hich very little 
exertion may do. Mount, then. Sir Dugald, and do your duty." 

“ But what shall I mount ? " said the new-made chevalier. “ Poor 
Gustavus sleeps in the bed of honour, like his immortal namesake ! 
and 1 am made a knight, a rider,’ as the High Dutch have it, just 
when I have not a horse left to ride upon.” 

“ 'J'hat shall not be said,” answered Montrose, dismounting ; “ 1 
make you a present of my own, which has been thought a good one ; 
only, 1 pray you, resume the duty you discharge so w^ell.” 

With many acknowledgments, Sir Dugald mounted the steed so 
liberally ])estowed upon him ; and only beseeching his Excellency to 
remember that MacEagh was under liis safe-conduct, immediately 
began to execute the orders assigned to him, with great zeal and 
alacrity. 

“ And you, Allan M‘Auhiy,” said Montrose, addressing the High- 
lander, who, Icaidug his sword-point on the ground, had regai'ded 
the ceremony of 4iis antagonist's knighthood with a sneer of sullen 
scorn, — “ you, who are superior to the ordinary men led by the paltry 
motives of plunder, and pay, and personal distinction, — ^}^ou, w'hose 
deep knowledge renders you so valuable a counsellor,— is it you 
whom I find striving with a imui like Dalgetty, for the privilege of 
trampling the remains of life out of so contemptible an enemy as 
lies there ? Come, my friend, I have other work for you. This 
victory, skilfully improved, shall win Seaforth to our party. It is 
not disloyalty, but despair of the good cause, that has induced him to 
take arms against us. These arms, in this moment of better augury, 
he may be brought to unite with ours. I shall send my gallant 
friend, Colonel Hay, to him, from this very field of battle ; but he 
must be united in commission with a Higluand gentleman of rank, 

I In Genn.an, as in Latin, the origipal meaning of the word Ritter, corresponaing to 
jaqiic^, is merely a liorscmaiu 
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befitting^ that of Seaforili^ and of talents and of influence such as may 
make an impression upon him. You are not only in every respcCT 
the Attest for this most iniportaut mission, but, having no immecuate 
command, your presence may be more easily spai'ed tiiau that of a 
Chief wliose following is in the field. You know every pass and ^len 
in the Highlands, as well as the manners and customs of every tribe. 
Go therefore to Hay, on the right wing; he has instructions, and 
expects you. You will find him with Glenmonison's men ; be his 
guide, his interpreter, and'his colleague.” 

Allan M'Aulay bent on the Marquis a dark and penetrating glance, 
as if to ascertain whether this sudden mission was not conferred for 
some latent and unexplained purpose. But Montrose, skilful in 
searching the motives of others, was an equal adept in concealing his 
own. He considered it as of the last consequence, in this moment of 
enthusiasm and exalted passion, to remove Allan from the camp for 
a few d^s. that he might provide, as his honour required, for the 
safety of those who had acted as his guides, when lie trusted the 
Seer s quarrel with Dalgetty miglit be easily made up. Allan, at 
parting, only recommended to the Marquis the care of Sir Diiucan 
Campbell, whom Montrose instantly directed to be conveyed to a 
place of safety. He took the same precaution for MacEagh, com- 
mitting the latter, however, to a party of the Irish, with directions 
that he should be taken care of, but that no Highlander, of any clan, 
should have access to him. 

The Marquis then mounted a led horse, which was held by one of 
his attendants, and rode on to view the scene of his victory, whicli 
was more decisive tlmii even his ardent hopes had anticiiiated. Of 
Argyle^s gallant army of three tliousaiid men, fully oiic-lialf fell in 
the battle, or in the flight. They had been chiefly driven hack upon 
that part of the plain where the river forms an angle with the lake, 
so that there was no free opening either for retreat or escape. 
Several hundreds were forced into the lake and drowned. Of the 
survivors, about one-half escaped by swimming the river, or by an 
early flight along the left bank of the lake. Tlic remainder threw 
themselves into the old Castle of Inverlochy; but being without 
either provisions or hopes of relief, they were obliftid to surrender, 
on condition of being suflered to return to their homes in peace, 
.^is, ammunition, standards, and baggage, all became the prey of 
the conquerors. 

This was the greatest disaster that ever befell the race of Diarmid, 
as the Campbells were called in the Highlands ; it being generally 
remarked that they were as fortunate in the issue of their undertak- 
ings, as they wei’c .sagacious in planning, and courageous in exe- 
cuting them. Of the number slam, near^'^ five hundred were dunni- 
wassels, or gentlemen claiming descent from known and respected 
houses. And, in tlie opinion ot many of the clan, even this hca^’y loss 
was exceeded by tJie disgrace arising from the inglorious conduct of 
their clHcf, whose galley w^eig’hed anchor when the day was lost, and 
^iled do I'm the lake with all the speed to which sails and oars could 
impel her. ^ 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Faint the din of battle bray'd, 

Biatnat down the hollow wind ; 

War and terror lied belhro, 

Wounds imd death remain'd behind. 

F£irnoss- 

/■ 

Montrose’s splendid success over his powerful rival was not aU 
tallied without some loss, though not amounting’ to the tenth of 'ivhat 
he iuflictcd. The obstinate valour of the Campbells cost the lives of 
iriauv brave men of the opposite party ; and more were wounded, the 
chief of whom was the brave young Earl of Menteith, who had com- 
nuinded the centre. He was but slightly touched, however, and 
made rather a graceful than a terrible appearance, when he pi’e-i 
sented to his general the standard of Argyle, which he had tffleeh 
from the standard-bearer with his own hand, and slain liim in single 
combat. Montrose dearly loved his noble Ichisman, in whom there 
Wd,s conspicuous a flash of the generous, romantic, disinterested cM- 
valry of the old heroic times, entirely diflerent from the sordid, ci&- 
culatiiig, and selflsh character, wliich the jiractico of eutertaiuiug 
mercenary troops had introduced into most parts of Europe, and of 
which degeneracy Scotland, which furnislied soldiers of fortune for 
the service of afniost every nation, had been contaminated with a 
more than usual share. Montrose, whose native spiiit was conge- 
nial, alrliough experience had taught him how to avail himself of 
the motives of others, used to Memtcilh neilber the hinguage of 
jiraise uur of jiromise, but clasped him to his bosom as he exchumed. 
My galliint kinsman!/’ And by this burst of heartfelt api»lause 
was Menteith thrilled with a warmer gkny of delight, than if his 
praises liail been recorded in a report of tlie action sent directly to 
tlie throne of his sovereign- 

Kotliing,” he said, “ my lord, now seems to I'emaiu in which I 
can render any assistance ; permit me to look after a duty of huma- 
miy^tlie Knight of Ardeiivohr, as 1 am told, is our piTSoner> and 
i;cvcrely wounded.” 

And well he deserves to be so,” said Sir Dugald Dalgctty, who 
came up to them at Unit moment, with a prodigious addition of ac- 
quired ini|K)rtance, “ since lie shot my good horse at the time that I 
was olibring liim honourable cmartcr, wliich, 1 must needs say, was 
done more like an ignorant llighland cateran, who has not sense 
cm High to erect a sconce for the protectioi» of histoid hurley -Jiouse 
of a castle, than like a soldier of wortli and qualiiy.” 

“Are wii to condole with you then,” said Eord Menteith, “ upon 
the loss of the iaiiuHl Oustavus?” 

“ Even so, my lord,” ansAvered the soldier, with a deeii sigh, 
iJiem chiuait Huprcmuui^ as avc said at the Mareschal College of 
Aberdeen. Ectter so than be smothered like a cadger’s pony m 
some flow-moss, or snow->Yrealli, wliich Avas like be ins fate jf 
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ildft winter catnpaisn lasted longer. But it has pleased his Excel* 
kney" (making an inclination to Montrose) **to supply his place 
hj the gift of a noble steed, 'whom I have taken the rreedoni lo 
naame * Lo^aUy*s Rewards in memory of this celebrated occo- 

•*1110150," said the Marquis, ** you "11 find Loyalty’s Reward, since 
you cdl liiia so, practised in all the dutic'^ of the field, --but 1 must 


just hint to you, that at this time, in Scotland, h>yahy is 
quently rewarded with a halter than with a horse." 


more fro- 


lie has Kept till now inferior company.” 

. •* Not meaning his Excellency the General, I hope,” said Lord 
Henteith. ** For shame. Sir Dugald ! ” 

. ^ My lord," answered the knight gravely, ** I am incapable to mean 
jpy tlimg so utterly misbecoming. What I asseverate is, that bis 
ExoellencT, having the same intercoui'se with his horse during his 
exercise, that he hath with his soldiers when training them, may form 
and break either to every feat of wai* wliich he chooses to practise, 
amd accordi^ly that this noble charger is admirably managed. But 
as it is the intercourse of private life that formeth the soc^ charac- 
ter, so I do not apprehend that of the single soldier to be much 
polished by the conversation of the corporal or the sergeant, or that 
of Loy^t/s Reward to have been much dulcified, or ameliorated, by 
the society of his Excellency’s grooms, who bestow more oatlis, and 
kicks, and thumps, than kindness or caresses, upon the animals in- 
trusted to their charge ; whereby many a generous quadruped, ren- 
dered as it were misantbronic, manifests during the rest of liis life a 
“reater desire to kick and bite his master, than to love and to honour 
im.” 

** Spoken like an oracle,” said Montrose. “ Were there an academy 
for the education of horses to be annexed to the Marcschal OoUego 
of Aberdeen, Sir Dugald Dalgetty alone should fill the chair.” 

' being an ass,” said Menteitb, aside to the General, 

there would be some distant relation between the professor and the 
students,” 

« And now, with your Excellency’s permission,” said the new-made 
Kmght,^ X am going to pay my last visit to the remains of my old 
companion in arms.” 

“Not with the purpose of ffoiiig through the ceremonial of inter- 
ment ? said the Marquis, who did not know how far Sir Dugald’s 
® lead nim ; “ consider, our brave fellows tliemseh'es 

Will have but a Imsty burial.” 

, Your ExceUency will pardon me,"" said Dalgetty : “ my purpose 
^ divide poor GustavusV legacy with the 
fowls of h^en, leaving the flesh to them, and reserving to myself 
^is lude ; wmbh, in token of atfectionate remembrance, 1 purpose to 
* cassock and trousers, after the Tartar fashion, to be worn 


“ respect my nether garments are at present 
pietuUy the worse of the wear — Alas! poor Gnstavus, -vrtiy didst 
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thou not live at leaat one liour more, to luive borne the honoured 
weiffht of knighthood upon thy loins I 
m was now turning away, when the Marquis called after him, — 
" As you are not likely to be anticipated in this act of kindness, Sir 
Bugfald, to your old friend and companion, I trust,” said the Marquis, 
you will first assist me, and our principal friends, to discuss some 
of Ar^yle’s g^ood cheer, of which we have found abundance in the 
castle. ' • 


Most willingly, 


as 


our Excellency,*^ said Sir Dugald; 
meat and mass never hinder work* Nor, indeed, am I afraid that 
the wolves or eagles will begin an onslaught on Qustavus to-night, in 
regard there is so much better cheer lying all around. But,” added 
he, AS 1 am to meet two honourable knights of England with others 
of the knightly degree in your lord8hip*s army, I pray it may be ex- 
plained to them, that now, and in future, 1 claim nrecedence over them 
all, in respect of my rank as a banneret, dubbed in a field of stricken 
battle.” 

*^*rhe devil confound him!” said Montrose, speaking aside ^ ‘‘he 
has contrived to set the kiln on fire as fast as I put it out. — This is a 
point, Sir Bugald,” said he, gravely addressing him, “ whidi I shall 
reserve for his Mcyesty's express consideration ; in my camp, all must 
be upon equality, like the Knights of the Round Table; and take 
their places as smdiera should, upon the principle of,-— first come, first 
served.” 

“Then I shall take care,’* said Mentcith apaii; to the Marquis, 
“ that Don Dugald is not first in place to-day. — Sir Dugald,” added 
lie, raising his voice, “ as you say your wardrobe is out of repair, had 
you not better go to the enemy’s baggage yonder, over which there 
IS a guard placed ? I saw them take out an excellent buif suit, em- 
broidered in front in silk and silver.” 


“ Voto a Dios! as the Spaniard says,” exclaimed the hlajor, “ and 
some beggarly gilly may get it while 1 stand prating here ! ’* 

The prospect of booty having at once driven out of his liead both 
Giistavus and the provant, lie set spurs to Loyalty’s Reward, and rode 
off through the field of battle. 

“There goes the hound,” said Menteith, “breaking the face, and 
trampling on the body, of many a better man than himself; and as 
eager on nis sordid spoil as a vmture that stoops upon carrion. ^ Yet 
this man the world calls a soldier — and you, my lord, select him as 
worthy of the honours of chivalry, if such they can at this day be 
termed. You have made the collar of kuightliood the decoration of 
a mere bloodhound.” 

“ What could I do ? ” said Montrose. “ I had no half-picked bones 
to give him, and bribed in some manner he must bcj—I caiuiot follow 
the chase alone. Besides, the dog has good qualities.” 

“If nature has given him such,” saia Menteith, “ habit has con- 
verted them into feelings of intense selfishness. lie may be puncti- 
lious concerning his reputation, and brave in the execution of his 
duty, but it is only because without these qualities he cannot rise m 
the service ; — ^nay, bis very benevolence is selfish ; he may defend his 
companion while he can keep his feet, but the instant he is down, Sir 
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Dugald will lie as ready to ease him of his purse, as he is to convert 
the shin of Giistavus into a buff j<*rkin.” 

A nd yet, if all this were true, cousin " answered Monf rose, there 
is something convenient in commanding a soldier, upon whose motives 
and springs of action you can calculate to a mathematical certainty. 
A. fine spirit like .yours, my cousin, alive to a thousand sensations to 
which this man's is as impervious as Ws corslet,— it is for such that 
Ihy friend must feel, while he adnetf.” Tlien, suddenly 

chnT^ging his tone, he asked Memeitliwhen he had seen Annot Lyle. 

The- young Earl coloured deeply, answered, ** Not since last 
evening,— excepting,” he added, with hesitation, ** for one moment, 
about lialf-an-hour before the battle began/' 

" My dear Mcnteitb,” said Montrose, very kindly, “ were you one 
of the gay cavaliers of Whitebnll, who are, in their way, tus great self- 
seekers as our friend Dalgetty, should I need to plague you with in- 
quiring into sucli an amourette as this? it would be an intrigue only 
to be laughed at. But this is the land of enchantment, where nets 
strong as steel are wrought out of ladies' tresses, and you are exactly 
the destined knight to be so fettered. This poor girl is exquisitely 
beautiful, and has talents formed to captivate your romantic temper. 
You cannot tiunk of injuring lier — you cannot think of marrying her?” 

“ My lord,” replied Mentelth, " you have repeatcMlly urged this jest, 
for so I trust it is meant, somewhat beyond bounds. Annot Lyle is 
of unknown birth, — a .captive, — ^tbe daiigbter, probably, of some ob- 
scure outlaw ; a dependent on the hospitality of the M'AuJays.” 

Do not be angir, Menteith,” said the Marquis, inten*upting him ; 
" you Jove the classics, though not educated at Mareschal College ; 
and you may remember how many gallant hearts captive beauty has 
subdued 

Movit Ajticom, Ti’Iamono nritum, 

Forma cnptivjo dominum Tticiness®. 

In a word, I am seriously anxious about tliis— I should not have time, 
perhaps” he added verygravebr, "to trouble 3 W wdth my lectures 
on the subject, were your feelings, and those of Annot, alone inte- 
yested ; but you have a dangerous rival in Allan M'Aulay ; and tlicrc 
13 no knowing to what extent he may carry his resentment. It is 
niy duty to tell you that the King’s service may be much prejudiced 
by dissontions betwixt you.” 

"Alylord,” said Menteith, "I know wliat you mean is kind and 
r ^ satished when I assure you, that Allan 

M Aiilay and I have discussed this circumstance ; and that 1 have ex- 
plained to him, that as it is utterly remote from my diameter to 
entertain disnonourable views coiiceniing this unprotected female; 
so, on the other Iiaiid, the obscurity of her birth prevents my lljink- 
Pt 1 upon other terras. I will not disguise from yom* Jjor<isIjip, 
wbatl have not disguised from M'Aulay,— that if Annot T.ylc were 
born a Jadyj she should share rny name and rank; as matters sbnul. 
It IS impossible. Ihis explanation, 1 trust, will satisfy your lordship, 
as it has satisfied a less reasonable person.” 

Jfontnw Bhniffged liis shouldcis. “And, like tnic champions in 
ronmnee, he said, “yon have agreed, that you arc both to woi'ship 
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ilie Banio niialrcsE;, as idolaters do the same image^ and that neither 
.shall extend his pretensions farther?’^ 

“ I did not go so far, my lordf^ answered Menteitli, — I only said 
in the present circumstances,— and there is no prospect of their be- 
ing changed,— I could, in duty to myself and femdy, stand in no 
relation to Annot Lyle, but as that of Mend or brother— But your 
lordship must fexcuse me;^ I hare,” said he, looking at his arm. 
round which he had tied his handkerchief, ^ a slight nurt to attend 
to." 


“ A wound ? " said Montrose, anxiously ; ^ let me see it.— Alas ! " he 
said, I should have heard nothing of this, had I not ventured to tent 
and sound anotJwjr more secret and more rankling one. Menteith, I 
am Sony for you*— I too have known— But what avails it to awake 
sorrows whidi have long slumbered?" 

So saying, he shook nands with his noble kinsman, and walked 
into the castle. 

Annot Lyle, as was not unusual for females in Bie Highlands, was 
possessed of a slight degree of medifial and even surgical skill It 
may readily be believed, tliat the profession of surgery, or medicine, 
aa a separate art, was unknown ; and the few rude rules whicdi they 
observed were intrusted to women, or to the aged, whom constant 
casualties afforded too much opportunity of acquiring exi>erience. 
Tlie care and attention, accordingly, of Annot Lyle, iter attendants, 
and others acting under her direction, had made her services ex- 
tremely useful during this wild campaign. And most readily had 
these services been rendered to friend and foe, wherever they could 
be most useful. She was now in an apartment of the castle, 
anxiously superintending the preparation of vulnerary herbs, to be 
aj)plie(l to tne womuled ; receiving reports from different^ teniales 
respecting those under their separate cnarge, and distributing what 
means she had for their relief, wlien Allan M^Aulay suddenly entered 
the apartment. She started, for she had heard that he had left the 
camp upon a distant mission ; and, however accustomed she was to 
the gloom of his countenance, it seemed at present to have even a 
darker sliade than usual. He stood before her perfectly silent, and 
she felt the necessity of being the first to speak. 

“ I thought," slie said, with some effort, ^ you had already set out." 

“ My companion awaits me," said Allan ; I go instantly." 

Yet still he stood before her, and held her by the arm, with a pres- 
sure which, thougli insufficient to give her pain, made her sensible of 
Ins great personal strength, his hand closing on her like the gripe of 
a manacle. 

Shall I take the hari>?" she said, in a timid voice*, "is — is the 
shad(m falling upon you ?" 

Instead of replying, he led her to the window of the apartment, 
which commanued a view of the field of the slain, with all its liorrors. 
It was thick spread with dead and wounded, and the spoilers were 
busy tearing tne clothes from the victims of war and feudal ambi- 
lion', witli a.s much indifference as if they hfid not been of the 
same species, and themselves exposed, perhaps to-morrow, to the 
same fate. 
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*Does the siMit please vou said M^Aulay. 

^ It is liideous ! " said Annoty coverings her eyes with her hands 
“ how can yon bid me look upon it ?" . . , t . 

«You must be inured to it,” said he, “if you remain with this 
destined host— you will soon have to search such a field for my bro- 
ther’s corpse— for Menteith’s— for mine— but that will be a more in- 
different task— you do not love me!” ^ , 

“ This is the first time you have taxed me with unkindness, * said 
Annot, weeping*. “You are my brother— my preserver— my pro- 
tector— and can I then but love you ?— but your hour of darkness is 

approaching, let me fetch my harp 

“ Remain,” said Allan, still holding her fast ; “be my visions from 
heaven or heU, or from the middle sphere of disembodied spirits — or 
be they, as the Saxona hold, but the delusions of an overheated fancy, 
they do not now influence me ; I speak the language of the natural, 
of the visible world. — ^You love not me, Annot — ^you love Menteith — 
by him you are beloved again, and Allan is no more to you than one 
of the corpses which encumber yonder heath.” 

It cannot be supposed that this strange speech conveyed any new 
infrt mation to her who was thus addressed. No woman ever lived 
who could not, in the same circumstances, liave discerned long since 
the state of her lover’s mind. But by thus suddenly tearing off the 
veil, thin as it was, Allan prepared her to expect consequences violent 
in proportion to the enthusiasm of his character. She made an 
effort to repel the charge he had stated. 

“ You foi’get,” she said, “ your own worth and nobleness when yon 
insult so very helpless a being, and one whom fate lias thrown sc 
totally into your power. You Know who and what I am, and liow 
impossible it is that Menteith or you can use language of affection 
to me, beyond that of friendship. You know from what unhappy 
race I have too probably derived my existence.” 

“I will not believe it,” said Aflan, impetuously; “never flowed 
crystal drop from a polluted spring.” 

“Yet the veiy doubt,” pleaded Annot, “ should make you forbear 
to use this language to me.” 

“ I know,” said Si^Aulay, “ it places a bar between ua — but I know 

also that it divides you not so inseparably from Menteith Hear me, 

my beloved Annot! — leave this scene of terrors and danger— go with 
me to Kintail — I will place you in the house of the noble lady ot 
Beaforth— or you shall be removed in safety to Icolmkill, where some 
women yet devote themselves to the worship of God, after tlio custom 
of our ancestors.” 

“ You consider not wliat you ask of me,” replied Annot ; “ to un- 
dertake such a journey under your sole guardianship, were to shew 
me less scrupulous tlian maiden ought. I will remain here, Allan — 
here under the protection of the noble Montrose; and when his 
motions next approach the Lowlands, I will contrive some proper 
' iieans to relieve you of one, who has, she knows not how, become an 
■^ct of dislike to you.” 

. 'an stood as if uncertain whether to give way to sympathy with 
distress, or to anger at her resistance. 
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Annot he said, "you know too well how little. your words apply 
to my feelings towards you— but you avail yourself of your power, 
and you rejoice in my d^rture, as removing- a spy upon your inter- 
course with Meiiteith. But beware both of you "he added, in a stern 
tone ; " for when was it ever heard that an mjury was offered to 
Allan M'Aulay, for which he exacted not tenfold vengeance?" 

So saying, he pressed her arm forcibly, pulled the Donnet Over hia 
brows, and strode out of the apartment. 


CHAPTER XXI. 

After you’re gone, 

1 grew acquainted with my heart, and search'd 
What stlrr'd it so — Alas! 1 found it lore. 

Yet far ftom lust, for could 1 but have lived 
In presence of you, 1 had had uiy end. 

rntLAianau 

Annot Lyli5 had now to contemplate the terrible gulf which Allan 
M^Aula/s declaration of love and jealousy had made to open around 
her. It seemed as if she was tottoing on the very brink of destruc- 
tion, and was at once deprived of every refuge, and of all human as- 
sistance. She had long been conscious that she loved Menteith 
dearer than a brother ; indeed, how could it be otherwise, consider- 
ing their early intimacy, — ^tlie personal merit of the young nobleman, 
—his assiduous attentions, — and his infinite superiority in gentleness 
of disposition, and grace of manners, over tJie race of rude warriors 
with whom she lived ? But her affection was of tliat quiet, timid, 
meditative character, which sought rather a reflected share in the 
liappiness of the beloved object, than formed more presumptuous or 
daring hopes. A little Gaelic song, in which she expressed her feel- 
ings, has been translated by the ingenious and imhappy Andi'ew 
M‘Doiiald ; and we willingly transcribe tlie Imes 

Weil thou, like me, in liftj’a low vale, 

With thee how bleat, tliat lot I’d share ; 

With thee IM fly wherever gale 
Coulfl waft, or bounding galley bear. 

Hut parted by severe decree, 

dliferent mast our fortunes prove ; 
lil;iy llilnc be joy— enougli fbr mo 
To weep and pray for him I love. 

The pangs this foolish heart must foci, 

When hoi>c shall he for ever flown, 

Ko sullen murmur shall reveal, 

No selfish murmurs ever own. 

Nor will I tlu'ougli life's weary years. 

Like a pale drooping mourner move, 

While I can think my secret tears 
Slay wound the heart of him I love. 

The furious declaration of Allan had destroyed the romantic plan 
which she had formed, of nursing in secret her jicnsivc tenderness, 
without seeking any other requital. Bong before this, slic had 
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AflftJi, os much as gratitude^ and a sense that he softened to- 
ilrards Im a temper so haughty and so violent, could permit her to 
do; hut now she regarded him with unalloyed te^or, which a perfect 
knowledge of lus disposition, and of his prece^ng history, too well 
authoriaed her to entertain. Whatever was in other respects tlie 
Bobleiiess of his disposition, he had never been known to resist the 
wiHuhiess of passion,— he walked in the house, and in the couutrj" of 
his Mhers. like a tamed lion, whom no one dared to contradict, lest 
they sliould awaken his natural vehemence of passion. So many 
years had elapsed since he had experienced contradiction, or even 
expostulation, that probably nothing out the strong good sense, which 
on all points, his mysticism except^ formed the ground of his cha- 
racter, prevented his proving on annoyance and terror to the whole 
neighbourhood. But Annot had no time to dwell upon her fears, 
being intornipted by the entrance of Sir Dugald Dalgetty. 

It may well be supposed, that the scenes in wmehthis person 
had passed his former life, had not much qualified him to shine in 
female societv. He himself felt a sort of consciousness that the 
language of tfie barrack, guard-room, and parade, was not i)roper to 
entertain ladies. The only peaceful part of his life had been spent 
at Mareschal College, Aberdecti ; and he had forgot the little he had 
learned there, except the arts of darning liis own fioso, and despatch- 
ing his commons with unusual celerity, both which had since been 
kept in good exercise by the necessity "of frequent practice. Still it 
was from an imperfect recollection of what he had acquired during 
this jiacific period, that he drew his sources of conversation when in 
company with women ; in other words, liis language became pedantic 
when it ceased to he military. 

Mistress Annot Lyle,” said he, upon the present occasion, “ I am 
just now like the half-pike, or spontoon of Achilles, one end of 'vSiich 
could wound, and the other cure — a property belonging neither to 
Hpaiiish pike, brown-bill, partisan, Inifberd, Lochaber-axe, or indeed 
any other inodcvii stali-weapou whatever.” 

This compliment he repeated twice ; but as Annot sc;irec heard 
him the first time, and did not com])rehend him the second, he was 
obliged to explain. 

‘*1 mean,” nc said, " Mrs Annot Lyle, that having boon the means 
of an honourable knight receiving a severe wound in this day’s con- 
flict, — he having pistolled, somewhat against the law of arms, my 
horse, which was named after the immortal King of Sweden, — am 
desirous of procuring him such solacement as 3 ’oii, madam, can sup- 
ply, you being like the heatlieil god EHCulax)ius,” (meaning i)0S9ihiy 
Apollo,) skilful not onlylh song and in music, but in the more noble 
art of chh’mgery — opiferque per orbem dicor/* 

If you would have the goodness to explain,” said Annot, too sick 
at heart to be amused by Sir Dugald’s airs of pedantic gallantry. 

“ That, madam,” replied the Knight, *'■ may not be so easy, as I a,m 
out of the habit of construing — ^but we shall try. Dicor^ supply eqo 
-1 ani called.— opi/er I remember aignifer and furcifer 
^t I believe stands in this place for that is, DoeUw* 
,ofPl^sic.” 
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^^Tliis is ii bu6y day with us all" said Annot; *^will you say at 
once what you want with me ?" 

"Merely,” replied Sir Dtiffald, "that you will visit my brother 
knight, and let your maiden bring some medicaments for his wound, 
wliich threatens to be what the learned call a damnum fataleJ" 

Annot Lyle never lingered in the cause of humanity. She informed 
herself hastily of the nature of the injury, and interesting herself for 
the dignified old Chief whom she had seen at Barnliiirai’ach, and 
whose presence had so much struck her, she hastened to lose the sense 
of her own son*ow for a time, in the attempt to be useful to another. 

Sir Dugald with great form ushered Annot Lyle to the chamber 
of her patient, in which, to her surprise, she found Lord Menteitii. 
iSlie coiild not help blushing deeply at the meeting, but, to hide her 
coiifusioti, proceeded instantly to examine the wound of the Knight 
of Ardenvohr, and easily satisfied herself that it was heyoinl her 
skill to cure it. As for Sir Dugald, he returned to a large ouUhouse, 
on tJie floor of which, amon^ otlier wounded men, was deposited the 
person of Ranald of the Mist. ^ 

" Mine old friend,” said the Knight, " as I told yon before, I would 
willingly do any thing to pleasure you, in return for the wound yon 
have received while uTnh.*r my safe-conduct. I have, tJiereibre, 
according to your earnest request, sent Mrs Annot I^yle to attend 
upon the wound of the Knight of Ai'denvohr, though wherein her 
doing so should benefit you, I caimot imagine.-- .£ think yon once 
spoke of some blood relationship between them; hut a soidado, 
in command and charge like me, has other thiiig.‘j to trouble his lioail 
with than Highland genealogies.” 

And indeed to do the worthy Major justice, lie iierer inquired 
after, listened to, or recollected, tlie busmess of other jieople, iinlos.'i 
it either related to the art military, or was sonieliow oj* other con- 
nected with his own interest, in either of whic h cases his uicmory 
was very tenacious. 

"And now, my good friend of the Mist,” »?nid lie, "({mi you te ll 
me what has become of your hopeful graiuhioii, as 1 h;ivc n’ot peon 
him since he assisted me t-o disarm after the action, a negligence 
which dcserveth the stranado?” 

"He is not far from hence,” said the wounded outlaw--" lift not 
your hand upon liiin, for he is man enough to pay a yard of leathern 
scourge with a foot of tempered steel.” 

"A most imiiroper vaunt” said 8ir Dugald ; “but I owe you some 
fiivours, Ranald, and therefore shall let it pass.” 

" And if you think you owe me any tiling,” said the outlaw, “ it is 
in your power to requite me by granting niefi boon.” 

"Friend Ranald,” answered jJalgetty, " 1 have read of these boons 
in silly story-boolca, whereby simple knights were drawn into en- 
gagements to their great prejudice; wherefore, Ranald, the more 
prudent kniglits of this day neiixr promise any thing until they 
Ivinnv that tliey may keep their word aneiit the jwcmjses, witinait aiiy 
(iispleaf lire or inoominodeineut to thoinselvcs. It may be, \on v> ould 
];uve me engage the female chinirgeon to visit your wound; thougli 
)ou ought to consider, Ranald, that the imclcauncas of the place 
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viiare you arc deposited may somewhat soil the gaiety rf her gar- 
meatfly conceraing the preservation of which, you may Iwe observed, 
women are sypt to be inordinately solicitous. 1 lost the favour of the 
lady of the wand Pensionary of Amsterdam, by touching with tJie 
sole of my boot the train of her black velvet gown, which I luistook 
for a foot-cloth, it being half the room distant from her person.” 

“ It is not to bring Aiinot Lyle hither,” answered MacEagh, ^*b<it 
to transport me into the room where she is in attendance upon the 
Knight of Ardenvohr. Somewhat 1 have to say of the last con- 
sequence to them both.” 

^*lt is something out of tlm order of dtie precedence,” said 
Dalgetty, to carry a wounded outlaw into the presence of a kni^ ; 
knighthood having been of yore, and being| in some respects, stilL 
thediighest military grade, independent mways of commissionea 
officers, who rank according to their patents^ nevertheless, ^ your 
boon, as you call it, is so sli^t, 1 shall not deny compliance with the 
same.” .So saying, he ordered throe files of men to transport Mac- 
Eagh on their shoulders to Sii* Duncan Can^beffs apartment, and 
he himself hastened before to announce the cause of liis being 
brought thither. But such was the activity of the soldiers emnloyed, 
that they followed him close at the heels, aud, entering with their 
ghastly burden, laid MacEagh on the iiooi of the apartment. Ills 
features, naturally wild, were now distorted by pain ; his bands and 
scanty garments stained with his own blood, aud those of others 
which no kind hand had wiped away, although the wound in his Bid 
had been secured by a bandage. 

‘‘Are you,” he said, raising his head painfully towards the couch"^ 
whore lay stretched his late antagonist, “he^honi men call the 
Knight of Ai'denvohr?” 

“The same,” answered Sir Duncan,— what would you wijtl|}.|Ono 
whose hours are now numbered?” ‘ 

“My hours are reduced to minutes,” said the outlaw; “the^more 
grace, if I bestow them in the service of one, whose hand has ever 
been against me, as mine has been raised higher against liiin.” 

“ Tliine higher against me !— Crushed worm ! ” said the Knight, 
looking down on his miserable adversary. 

“Yes,” answered the outlaw, in a firm voice, “my arm hatli been 
highest. In the deadly contest betwixt us, the w’ounds 1 have dealt 
have been deepest, though tliine have neither been idle nor unfclt. — 

1 am Ranald MacEagh — I am Ranald of the Mist — the night tliat I 
gave thy castle to the winds in one hiigh blaze of fire, is now matched 
with the day in which you have fallen under tlie sword of my fathers — 
Remember the injuries* thou hast done our tribe— never were such 
inflicted, save by one, beside thee. He, they say, is fated and secure 
against our vengeance— a short time will shew.” 

“My Lord Menteith,” said Sir Duncan, raising himself out of his 
bed, this is a proclaimed villain, at once the enemy of King aud Par- 
liament, of God and man — one of the outlawed banditti of the Mist ; 
{dike the enemy of your house, of the M‘Aulays, and of mine. I 
trust you will not suffer moments, which are perhaps my last, to bo 
iPliittored by his barbarous triumph.” 
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" Hie «luUl have the treatmeat he merits’* mi Meateith ; ^ let him 
be inatantiy removed." 

here interposed, and spoke of Kanald’s services as a 
earns hi$ own pledge for his safety ; but the high harsh tones of 
tiie c^utiftw drownea his yoice. 

^ Sfch" said he, “ be rai and jdbbet the word! let me with^ be- 
tween heaven and and gome the hawks and eagles of Ben^ 
Nctiss and so shall this haughty ltnight,and this triumphant Thane, 
never lenrn the secret I alone can impart ; a secret which would make 
Ardenvohris heart leap with joy, were ho in the death a^ny, and 
which the Bari of would purchase at the price of ids broad 

earldom. — Gome Anhot Lyle," he said, raising himself with 


daughter > of the Mist, but bom in htiilim lordly, and 

cradled ^ ^oft, Ob ever soothed infancy In proudest 

Menteith, trembling with emotion, 
• f of the birth of this lady, do thy conscience tho 

woriTl” ^^‘den it of tlie secret before departing from this 

1 loy enemies with my dying breath?" said MacEagli, 

1001^0^,^ him miifigftaatl> — ^^Such are tlie maxims yourpriobts 
in*oach-^but when, or tdWaids whom, do }ott practise them ? Let 
me know firfit (he worih of my secret ere I part with it—Wlmt 
would you give, Knfeht of Ardenvohr, to know that ^our supersti- 
tious fasts have been vain, and that there still remains" a descendant 
of your house ?— I pauso for an answer — ^without it, I speak not one 
word more.” 

could,” said Sir Duncan, his voice struggling between the 
emotions of doubt, hatred, and anxiety — “I coula—but tliat 1 know 
thy race arc like the Great Enemy, liars and murderers fi'om tho 
boginning-obut could it be true thou tollcst mo, 1 could almost for- 
give thee the injuries thou hast done me." 

" Hear it," said Ranald ; “ he hath wagered deeply for a son of 
Diarmid— And yon, gentle Thane— the report of the camp says, tlmt 
>011 would purchase witli life and lands tho tidings that Anuot Lyle 
was no daughter o^roscription, but of a race noble iu your estima- 
tion as your own— Well— It is for no love I tell you— The time has 
been that I would have 'exchanged this secret against liberty 5 I am 
now bartering it for wlxat is dearer than liberty or life— Annot Lyle 
is the youngest, the sole surviving child of the Knight of Ardenvohn 
who atone was saved when all inliis halls besides was given to blood 
and ashes." 

Can this man speak truth?" said Annot L>lc, scarce knowing 
what she said ; " or is this some strange delusion ? " 

“ Maiden," replied Ranald, liadst thou dwelt longer with us, thou 
wouldst have better leanit to know how to distinguSli the accents of 
truth. To that Saxon lord, and to the Knight of Ardenvohr, I will 
yield such proofs of what 1 have spoken, that incredulity shall stand 

h 
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coimnoed. Meantime, withdraw— I lored thine infancy,. I hate not 
thy yoiith— no eye hates the rose in its blossom, thonsrh it i 2 TQv/<*th 
upon a thorn, and for thee only do I somethin^ 
to follow. But be that would avenge hini r'/ 
though the guiltless be engaged in the rrf,^ 

** He advises w^ell, Annot," said Lord W 
I’etire! if— if there be aught in this, your \ 
must be more prepared for both your sakef^. 

“ I will not part from my father, if I hav( 

— “ I will not part from him under circumsi 
And a father you shall ever find in me,1 
“ Then,’' said Menteith, ‘‘ I will have 
a(|jacent apartment, and will coUeet the ev| 
mr Dugald Balgctty wull ^ve me his atten< 

** With pleasure, my lord,^’ answered Sir 3 
confessor, or assessor — either or both. Ni 
had heard the whole story a month ago at! 
slaughts like that of Ardenvohr confuse e^‘ 
which is besides occupied with matters of n 
iJpoii hearing tliis frank declaration, wl 
the apartment with the wounded man, Lo.. 

JDalgetty a look of extreme anger and disdj 
ceit of the worthy commander rendered hxy 


CHAPTER XXU 

X ain fls ft'oc ns nature first made! 

Ere the base laws of servitude ^ 

Wlien wild hi woods the noble Kavmye ran. 

Corufuest of Qranadn. 

The Earl of Menteith, as he liad undertaken, so he proceeded to 
investigate more closely the story told by Ranald of the Mist, wliiidi 
was corroborated by the examination of his two followers, who liad 
assisted in the capacity of guides. These declarations he carefully 
compared with such circuui stances concerning the destruction of his 
castle and family as Sir Duncan Campbell was able to supply ; and 
it may be supposed he had forgotten nothing relating to an event of 
such terrific importance. It was of the hist consequence to prove 
that this was no invention of the outlaw’s, for the purpose of passing 
an impostor as the cliild and heiress of Ardenvohr. 

Perhaps Menteith, so mucli interested in believing the tale, was 
not altogetlier the fittest person to be intrusted with the investiga- 
tion of its truth; but the examinations of the Children of the Mist 
were simple, accurate, and in all respects consistent with each other. 
A personal mark was referred to, which was known to have been 
borne by the infant child of Sir Duncan, and which appeared upon 
the left shoulder of Ajinot Lyle. /It was also well remembered, that 
when the miserable relics of the other diildren had been collected, 
those of the infant had nowhere been found. Other circumstances 
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of evidence, which it is unnecessary to quote, brought ilio fullerfc 
conviction not only to Menteith, but to the unprejudiced inijul of 
Montrose, that in Annot Lvle, a humble dependant, distinguished 
only bv beauty and talent, they were in fiiture to respect the heii ess 
of Araenvohr. 

While Menteith hastened to communicate the result of these in- 
quiries to the persons most interested, the outlaw demanded to sneak 
with his grandchild, wh6m he usually called his son. “He would be 
found," he said, “in the outer apartment, in which he himself had 
been originally deposited." 

Accordingly, the ybttng savage, after a close searcli, was found 
lurking in a Ci^er, coiled up among some rotten straw, and brought 
to his grandee. 

“Kenneth," said the old outlaw, “hear the last words of the 
of thy father. A i^on soldier, and Allan of the Bed-hand, left this 
camp within these ffew hours, to travel to the country of Cabcrfac. 
Pursue them the^oodhound pursues the hurt deer — ^swim the 
lake— dimb the 'tuouAfain — tliread the forest— tarry not until you 
join them ;"an4 th!^ the countenance of the lad aarkened as his 
giandfather spoke, and he laid his hand upon a knife wliich stuck in 
the thong of leath§r that confined his scanty plaid. “ No ! " saiti 11m 
old man ; “it is hot by thy hand he must fall. They will ask the 
news from the camp— say to them that Annot Lyle of the Harp is 
discovered to be the daughter of Duncan of Ai’aenvohr ; that the 
Thane of Menteith to wed her before the priest ; and that you arc 
sent to bid gudits to ^he bridal. Tarry not their answer, but vanisli 
like the lighfemng virhen the black cloud swallows it.— And now de- 
part^ beloved son of my best beloved I I shall never more sec thy 
face, nor hear the light sound of thy footstep — yet tarry an instant 
and hear my lost charge. Remember the fate of onr race, and quit 
not the ancient manners of the Children of the Mist. W'e arc now a 
straggling handful, driven from every vale by the sword of every 
clan, ‘who rule in the possessions where their lorefathers lu^wed the 
wood, and di-cw the water for ours. But in the thicket of the wil- 
derness, and in the mist of the mountain, Kenneth, son of Eracht, 
keep thou unsoiled the freedom which I leave thee as a birthright. 
Barter it not, neither for the rich gai'ment, nor for the stone roof, 
nor for the covered board, nor for the couch of down — on the rock 
or in the valley, in abundance or in famine — ^in”" the leafy 
and in the days of the iron winter — Son of the Mist ! be free as thy 
forefathers. Own no lord— receive no law— take no hire— give rif> 
stipend — ^buUd no hut — enclose no pasture — ^sqw no grain; let the 
deer of the mountain be thy flocks and herds — ^if these fail thee, prey 
upon the goods of our oppressors — of the Saxons, and of such Gael 
as arc »Saxons in their souls, valuing herds and flocks more ihau 
honour and freedom. Well for us that they do so— it aflbrds the 
broader scope for omr revenge. Remember those who have done 
kindness to our race, and pay their services with thy blood, should 
the hour require it. If a Maclaii shall come to thee w ith the head 
of the king’s son in his hand^ shelter him, tlmugh thoaveuging army 
of the father were beliind him; for in Olcncoc and Arilnuumrchan, 
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we have dwelt in peace in the years that have gone bjr. Ihc sous of 
Diarmid — ^the race of Damlinvaradi—the riders of Menteith — my 
curse on thy head, Child of the Mist, if thou spare one of those 
names, when the time shall offer for cutting them off! and it will 
come anon, for their own swords shall devour each other, and those 
who are scattered shall fly to the Mist, and perish by its Children- 
Once more, begone— shake the dust from thy feet against the habi- 
tations of men, whether banded together for peace or for war. Fare- 
well, beloved! and mayst Uiou dielflce thy forefathers, ere infirmity, 
disease, or age, shall break thy spirit— Begone!— begone!— live 
free !— requite kindness— avenge me ii^rles thy race I ^ 

The young savage stooped, and kissed the brow of his dying parent ; 
but accustomed from infancy to suppress every exterior sign of emo- 
tion, he parted without tear or adieu, and was soon far beyond the 
limits of Montrose’s camp. 

Sir Dugald Balgctty, who was present during, the latter part of 
tlus scene, was very little edified by tine conduct of SlacEagli upon the 
occasion. I cannot think, my friend Ranald," said he, that you 
arc in the best possible road, for dying man. Storms, onslaughts, 
niissacres, the bimiing of suburbs, are indeed a soldier’s daily work, 
and are justified by the necessity of tlie case, seeing that they am 
done in the course of duty ; for burning of suburbs, m particular, it 
may be said that they are traitors and cut-throats to all fortified 
towns. Hence it is plain, that a soldier is a profession peculiarly fa- 
voured by Heaven, seeing that we may hope for solvatioii, although 
we daily commit actions of so great violence. But then, Ranald, in 
all services of Europe, it is the custom of the dying soldier not to 
vaunt him of such doings, or to recommend them tohis fellows ; but, 
on the contrary, to express contrition for the same, and to repeat, or 
have repeated to him, some comfortable prayer ; which, if you please, 
I lyill intercede with his Excellency’s chaplain to prefer on your 
account. It is otherwise no point of »y duty to put you in mind of 
those things ; only it may be for the ease of your conscience to depart 
more like a Christian, and less like a Turk, "than you seom to be iii a 
fair way of doing." 

The only answer of the dying man (for as such Ranald MacEagh 
might now be considered) was a request to lie raised to such a posi- 
tion that he might tbbtain a view from the window of the castle. The 
deep frost mist, which had long settled upon the top of the moun- 
tains, was now rolling down each rugged glen and gully, where tlic 
craggy ridges shewed their black and irregular outme, like desert 
islands rising above the ocean of vapour. “ Spirit of the Mist !" 
said Ranald MacEagh, ‘‘called by our rac(^ our fiither, and our pre- 
server— receive into thy tabernacle of clouds, when this pang is over, 
him whom in life thou hast so often sheltered.” So saying, he stink 
back into the arms of those who upheld him, spoke no farther word, 
but turned his face to tho wall for a short space.” 

“ I believe," said Dalgetty, ‘‘my friend Ranald will be found in 
itH^ heart to be little better than a heathen." And he renewed his 
proposal to procure him the assistance of Dr Wisheort, Montrose’s 
military chaplain » “ a man," said Sir Dugald, “ very clever in his 
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exercise, and who will do execution on j^our sins iu loss time than I 
could smoke a jipe of tobacco.” 

Saxon,” said the djinff man, *•' speak to mo no more of thy 
priest — ^1 die contented. " iladst thou ever an enemy against whom 
weapons were of no avail— -wliom the ba.ll missed, and against whom 
the arrow shivered, and whose bare skin was as impenetrable to 
sword and dirk as thy steel garment ?-^Heardst tliou ever of such a 
foe?” 

** Very frequently, when I served in Ctermany,” replied Sir Du- 
gald. “ 'flicre was such a fellow at Ingolstadt; he was proof both 
against lead and steel. The soldici's killed him with the huts of 
their muskets.” 

" This impassible foe,” said Ranald, without regarduii^ the Major’s 
interruption, " who has the blood dearest to me upon his hands— to 
this man I have now begiteatlied agony of mind, jealousy, despair, 
and sudden death,— or a fife more miserable than death itself. Sucli 
shall be tlie lot of Allan of the Red-hand, when he learns that Aunot 
weds Menteith; and I ask no more than the certainty that it is so, to 
sweeten my own bloody end by his hand.” 

Jf that bo the case,^’ said the M^‘or, “ there no more to lie said ; 
but I sliall take care as few people see you as possible, for 1 cannot 
think your mode of departure can be at all creditable or exemplary 
to a Christian army.’^ So saying, he left th# apartment, and the 
Son of the Mist soon after breathed his last. 

Menteith, in the meanwhile, leaving the new-fomid relations to 
their mutual feelings of mingled emotion, was eagerk discussing 
witli Montrose the consequences of this discovery. “ 1 should now 
see,” said the Marquis, even had I not before observed it, that your 
interest in this diScoveiT, my dear Menteith, has no small reference to 
your own hai>plncss. You love this new-found lady,— your affection is 
returned, in point of birth, no exceptions can be made ; in every 
other respect, her advantages are equal to tliose which you yourself 

J )ossess — think, however, a moment. Sir Duucan is a fanatic — 
.^resbyteriau at least— in arms against the King ; he is only with us 
in the quality of a prisoner, and we are, 1 fear, but at the commcuco- 
meiit or a long civil war. Is this a time, think you, Menteith, for 
you to make proposals for his heiress ? Or what cliancc is there that 
he will now listen to it ? ” 

Passion, an ingenious, as well as an eloquent advocate, supplied 
the young nobleman with a thousand answers to these objections, 
lie reminded Montrose that the I^night of Ardenvohr was neither a 
bigot in politics nor religion. He urged his own known and proved 
zeal for the royal cause, and hinted tliat its influence might be ex- 
tended and strengthened by his wedding the heiress of Ardenvohr. 
He pleaded the dangerous state of Sir Duncan’s wound, the risk 
which must be inin by suffering the young lady to he carried into the 
country of the Campbells, where, in case of her father’s death, or 
continued indisposition, she must necessarily be placed under the 
guardianship of Argyle, an event fatal to his fMenteith’s) hopes, 
unless he could stoop to purchase his favour by abandoning the 
King’s parly. 
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Montrose allowed the force of these ai^ffuineiits, aad dwned^ al- 
though tlui matter was attended with dffficmty, yet it seemed c6nsis- 
tent with the King’s serrice that it should be concluded na speedBy • 
as possible. 

I could wish/’ said he, that it wete all settled in one way or 
another, and that tlus fair Briseis were removed from, our camp be- 
fore the return of our Highland Achilles, Allan M^Aulay I fear 

some fatal feud in that quarter, Menteith— -and I believq it w'onld be 
best tliat Sir Duncan be dismissed on his parole, and that you aceom- 
j>any him and his daughter as his escort. The jom^ney can be made 
chiefly by water, so will not greatly incommode iiis wound— and your 
own, my friend, will be an honourable excuse for an absence for some 
time from my camp.” 

Never!” said Menteith. Were,I to forfeit the very hope that 
has so lately dawned upon me. nevqr’will I leave your l^xccllency’ft 
camp while the royal standiura is displayed. I should deserve that 
t})is trifling scratch should gangrene aiid consume my sword-arm, 
were 1 capable of holding it as an excuse for absence at this crisis of 
the King’s afiairs.” 

On this, then, you are determined?” said Montrose, 

As fixed as Ben-Nevis,” said the young nobleman. 

‘‘ You must, theu^said Montrose, ‘‘ lose no time in seeking an 
explanation withthe^night of Ardenvohr. If this prove favourable, 

I will talk myself with the elder M^Aulay, and we will devise means 
to eunploy his brother at a distance from the army until he shall be 
reconciled to his presort ^sappointment. Would to God some 
vision would descend upon Ms imagination Mr enough to obliterate 
all traces of Annot Lylofc That perhaps you think* impossible, Men- 
ieith?— Well, each to his service; you to that of Cuind, and I to 
tluit of Mars.” 

They parted, and in piu’suance of the scheme arranged, Menteith, 
early oti tlm ensuing morning, sought a private interview with tlie 
womided Knight of Ardenvohr, and communicated to him his suit 
for fhe hand of his daughter. Of their mutual attachment Sir Dun- 
cjui wfis aware, hut he was not prepared for so early a declaration on 
the part of Menteith, Ife said, at first, that he had already, per- 
haps, indulged too much in toolings of personal ha]>piuesri, at a time 
when his dan had sn.stained so great a loss and humiliation, and lliat 
he was unwilling, thei’efore, fiirther to consider the advancement of 
his t)wn house at a period so calamitous. On tlie more urgent suit 
of the nohlo lover, lie reque.sted a few hours to deliberate and consult 
with his danghter, iipqn aque.stion so highly iniportant. 

The vesuit^ of this interview and dchoeration was favourable to 
Menteith. Rlr Duncan Oamphcll hecame fully scusihlc that the hap- 
piticto of his new-found daughter depended upon o. union with licr 
lover; and unless such were now formed, he saw that Argvlo would 
throw a tliousand obstacles in tlie way of a match in cvciy^ respect 
accc]>table to himself. Menteith’a private character was so excellent, 
ij^ sudt v/as the rank and consideration due to ids fortune and 
■“Ipifly, tliat they outbalanced, in Sir Duncan’s opinion, the difference 
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in ihoi'r polifcicnl opinioiw. iSTor could he have resolved, perhaps, had 
b?s own opinion oi the lUalicli heen less favourable, to decline an op- 
nortuhity of indulging the new-found child of his hopes. There was, 
Dcsides, a feeling of pride which dictated hfs determination. To pro- 
duce the Heiress of Ardenvohr to the world as one who had been 
educated a poor dependent and musician in the family of Darnlinva- 
rach, had something in it that was humiliating*. To introduce her 
as the betrothed bride. Or wedded wife, of the Earl of Menteith, upon 
an attachment formed during her oDScurity, was a warrant to the 
world that she had at all times been worthy of the rank to -which she 
was elevated. 

It was under the influence of these considerations that Sir Duncan 
Campbell announced . to the lovers his consent thait*they should be 
maiTjed in the chapel of the Castle, by Montrose's cliapiain, and as 
privately as possible. But when Montrose should break up from 
luverlocliy, for which orders were expected in the course of a xory 
few days, it was agreed that the young Countess should depart with 
her father to liis castle, and remain there until the circumstances of 
the nation permitted Menteith to retire with honour from liis present 
military employment. His resolution being once taken, Sir Duncan 
Campbell would not permit the maidenly scruples of his daughter 
to deijiy its execution ; and it was therefore resolved that the bridal 
should take place the next evening, being Jthe second after the 
battle. 


CHAPTER XXIH. 

My maW— tny blxic-eyed maW, ho bore may, 
Due to the lolls of mahj a blootly day. 

IPUfd, 


It was necessary, for many reasons, that Angus M^Aulay, so long 
tlie kind protector of Anuot Eyle, should be made acquainted with 
the change in the fortunes of Ins late protegee ; and Montrose, as he 
had undcrinken, communicated to him these remarkable events. 
With the careless and clieerM iiidiflerence of his character, ho 
exjnessed much more joy than wonder at Annot’s good fortune ,* 
had no doubt whatever she WDuld merit it, and as she had iilways 
been bred in loyal principles, would convey the whole estate of her 
gi-im fanatical father to some honest fellow who loved the king. ‘‘ I 
should have no objection that my brother. Allan should try his 
(tliiince " added lie, “notwithstanding that Sir Duncan Campbell was 
tlie only man who <»Ycr charged Hamlin varacli witli iuhospitality. 
Annot fi.vlo could always charm iVllau out of the suliens, and who 
knows whether matriinonv might not make him more a man of this 
world?” 

Montrose hastened to interrupt the progress of his castlc-buildmg, 


by informing him that the lady was ‘already wooed and won, an3! 

I’s approbation, was almost immediately to be wedded 


ify juiui 

with her fatu 


lei ! 



TALsa ov m UiSOHibso. 


to his IdasttUHlL tho Eorl of Moatcith ; and tlwt in testimony of the 
Wgh xespect me to M'Aimy, so long the lody^s protector, he wo» 
now to request Us presetiee at the ceremony. M^Aulay looked very 
^ave at tms intimationirftud drew up his person with the air of one 
who thought that he had been neglected. 

** He conceived,"" ho said, ** that life uniform kind treatment of the 
young lady, while so many years under hfe roof, required something 
more imon such nn occasion than a bare compliment of ceremony. 
He mignV' he though!^ without arrogance, have expected to have 
been consulted. He wished hfe kinsman of Menteitfi well, no man 
could wish liim better; but he must say he thought he liad boon 
hasty in this matter. Allan’s sentiments towards the young lady had 
been pretty wejl understood, and he, for one, could not see why the 
superior pretensions wbidi he had upon her gratitude should have 
been set aside, without at least undergoing some previous discus- 
sion."" 

Montrose, seeing too well where all this pointed, entreated JVFAuiay 
to be reasonable, and to consider what probability there was that the 
Knight of Ardenvohr could he brought to confer the hand of hfe sole 
heiress upon Allan, whose imdeniable excellent qualities were 
mingled with others, by which they were overclouded in a manner 
tliat made all tremble who approacned him. 

“ My lord,"" said Angus M\A,ulay, *^my brother. Allan has, as God 
made us all, faults as Well as merits ; but he is tlie best and bravest 
man of your army, bd the other who he may, mid therefore ill 
deserved that his' happiness should have been so little consulted by 
your Excellency— by ms own near kinsman— and by a young person 
who owes all to him and to his family."" 

Montrose in vain endeavoured to place the subject in a different 
view ; this was tlie point in which Angus was determined to regard 
it, and he was a man of that calibre of understanding, who is in- 
capable of being convinced when ho has once adopted a prejudice. 
Montrose now assumed a higher tone, and called upon Angus to 
take care how he nourished any sentiments which might be pre- 
judicial to his Majesty's service. He pointed out to him, that he was 
peculiarly desirous that Allan’s efforts should not be interrupted in 
the course of his present mission ; “ a mission,"" he said, highly 
honourable for himself, and likely to prove most advantageous to the 
King’s cause. He expected his brother would hold no com- 
munication with him upon other subjects, nor stir up any cause of 
dissention, which might divert his mind from a matter of such 
importance."" 

Angus answered somewhat sulkily, tliat ‘‘ he was no make-bate, 
or stiiTer up of quarrels ; he would rather be a peace-maker. His 
brother knew as well as most men how to resent his own quarrels 
— as for Allan’s mode of receiving information, it was generally; 
believed he had other sources than those of ordinary couriers. 
He should not be suiqinsed if they saw him sooner than they ex- 
pected."" 

A promise that he would not interfere, was the farthest to which 
Montrose could bring this man, thoroughly good-tempered as lie 
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was oil all oeca^oos^ save wheo his {iriJe, iatcredt,^or prejudices, 
were interfered with. And at tills point the Marquis was fain to 
leave the matter for the present. 

A more willing guest at the bridal ceremony, certainly a more wil- 
ling attendant at the marriage &ast, was to be expected in Hir Du- 
gald Dalgetty, whom Montrose resolved to inyito, as Imving been a 
confident to the circumstances which preceded it. But even Sir Du- 
gold hesitated, looked on the elbows m his doublet, and the knees of 
his leather brcedies, and mumbled out a sort of reluctant acquies- 
cence in the invitation, provided he should find it possible, after con- 
sulting with the noble bridegroom. Montrose was somewhat sur- 
prised, but scorning to testify displeasure, he left Sir Dugald to pur- 
sue his own course. 

This carried him instantly to the chamber of the bridegroom, who, 
amidst tlie scanty wardrobe which his calnp-equipage afforded, was 
seeking for such articles as might appear to the best advantage upon 
the approaching occasion. 8ir Dugald entered, and paid his com- 
pliments, with a very grave face, upon his approachiiig happiness, 
which, he said, “he was very sorry he was prevented from witnessing." 

“ In plain trutli," said he, “ I should but disgrace the ceremony^, 
seeing that 1 lack a bridal garment. Bents, and open seams, and 
tatters at elbows in the apparel of the assistants, might presage a 
similar solution of continuity in your matrimonial happiness — and to- 
say truth, my lord, you yourself must partly have the blame of this 
disappointment, in respect you sent me upon a fours errand to got a 
bufl-coat out of the booty taken by tbe Camerons, whereas you might 
as well have sent me to fetch a pound of fresh butter out of a black 
dog’s throat. I had no answer, my lord, but brandished dirks and 
broadswords, and a sort of growling and iabbering in what they call 
their language. For my part, I believe tliese Highlanders to be no 
Ixitter than absolute pagans, and have been inucli scandalized by the 
manner in which my acquaintance, lianald MacEagh, ivas pleased to 
b(*at his final raarcli, a little while since." 

Ill Meuteith's state of mind, disposed to be pleased w^ith every 
tiling, and every body, the grave complaint of Sir Dugald furnislieil 
additional amusement. He requested his acceptance of a very hand- 
some buff-dress vvliich was lying on the floor. “ I had intended it," 
he said, “ for my own bridal garment as being the least formidable of 
iny warlike equipments, and I have here no peocefiil dress." 

Sir Dugald made the necessary apologies— would not by any means 
deprive — and so forth, until it liappily occurred to Mm that it W'as 
much more according to military rule that the Earl should be mar- 
ried ill his back and breast-pieces, which dress ho had. seen the bride- 
groom wear at the union of Prince Leo of Wittlesbach with the 
youngest daughter of old George Frederick of Saxony, ipider tlie 
auspices of the gallant Gustavus Adolphus, the Lion oLtfib ISTorth, 
and so forth. The good-natured young Earl laughed, ahd acqui- 
esced ; and thus having secured at least one merry face at his bridal, 
he put on a light and ornamented cuirasss, concealed piirtly by a ' 
velvet coat, and partly by a broad blue silk scarf, which he wore ov(t 
his shoulder, agreeably to bis rank, and the fashion of the times. 
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Rvm’y thing was now arrai^ed; and it had bfaii tliat, ac- 

cording to the custom of the country, the bn.d<e priflegroom 
should not again meet until tiiey were before the altar* , The hour 
had fdready struck tliat summbned the bridegroom thither, iind he 
only waited in a small linteroom ac^acGnt to the chapeh for the 
Marquis, who condescended to act as bride’s-man upon the oc- 
casion^ Business relating to the army having^ stiddenly required 
the Marquis’s instant attention, Menteith waited hh return, it may 
be supposed, iii 9oine impatience; and when hb libiu-d the door 
of the apartment opmi, he said, laughing, " You are late upon 
parade.” 

** You will find I am too eaidy,” said AUanM^Aulay, who burst into 
the apartment. DraAv, Menteith, and defend yourself like a man, 
or die like a dog 1” 

You are mad, Allan ! ” answered Menteith, astonish cd alike at 
his sudden appearance, and at the unutterable fury of his demeanour. 
His cheeks were livid—his eyes started from their sockets — his lips 
were covered with foam, and his gestures were* those of a demoniac. 

** You lie, traitor 1 ” was his fi’antic reply — ** you lie iii that, as you 
lie in all you have said to me. Your life is a lie ! ” 

“ Did I not sneak my thoughts when I called you mad,” said Meu- 
tcitli, indignantly, '^yoiir own life were a brief one. In what do you 
bliarge me with deceiving you ? ” 

You told me,” answered M^Aulay, that you would not marry 
Aiiiiot Lyle !— -False traitor ! — she now waits you at the altar !” 

" It is you who speak false,” retorted Meuteitii. " I told you llic 
obscurity of her birth was the only bar to our union — that is now re- 
moved ; and whom do you think yourself, that I should yield up my 
jiretensions in your favour ? ” 

“ Draw, then,” said M‘Aulay ; ** we understand each other.” 

" Not now,” said Menteith, “ and not here. Allan, you know me 
well— wait till to-morrow, and you shall have fighting enough.” 

This hour— this instant— or never,” answered M^ulay. Your 
triumph shall not go farther than the hour wliidi is stricken. 
Menteith, I entreat you by our relationship— by our jonit con- 
flicts- and labours — draw your sword, and aefeiid your life!” As 
he spoke, ho seized tlio Earl’s hand, and wrung it with such 
frantic earnestness, that his grasp forced the blood to start under 
the nails. Menteith threw him off with violence, exclaiming, 

Begone, madman I ” 

. “ Then, be the vision accomplished I ” said Allan ; and, drawing his 
dirk, struck with his whole gig'aritic force at the Earl’s bosom. The 
temper of the corslet threw the point of the weapon upwards, hut a 
deep wound took place between the neck and shoulder; and the 
force of the blow prostrated thb bridegroom on the floor. Montrose 
entered at one side of the anteroom. The bridal company, .alarmed 
at the noise, were in equal apprehension and surprise ; but ere Mon- 
trose could almost see whht had happened, Allan M‘Aulay had rushed 
past him, and descended the casUe stairs like lightning. “ Guards, 
shut the «:atc ?” exclaimed Montrose — Seize him--.kill him, if he 
resists ! — ^he shall die, if he were my brother ! ” 
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" But Allan prbstrated, with a Becbhd blow of his dag^gcr, a sonti- 
nal who was upon duty — ^traversed the camp like a moimtain-^doer, 
thoug'h pursued by all ^Bo baught the alarm—threw himself into the 
rivdr. and, swimming to the oppodte side, was spoil 16at among tlio 
woods. In the course of the same evehing, his brother Angus and 
Jiis followers left Montrose's camp, and, taking the road homeward, 
never again rejoined him. 

Of Allan himself it iS said, that, in a wonderfully short space after the 
deed was committed, he burst into a room in the Castle of Iiiverary, 
where Argyle was sitting in council, and flung on the table Ins 
bloody dirk. 

“ Is it the blood of James Grdhame?" said Argyle, a ghastly ex- 
pression of hope mixing with the terror which the sudden apparition 
naturally excited. 

“ It is the blood of liia minion," answered M^Aulay^ — " It is the 
blood which I was predestined to shed, though 1 would rather have 
spilt my own." 

Having thus spoken, he turned and left the castle, and from that 
moment nothing certain is known of his fate. As the boy Kenneth, 
with three of the Children of the Mist, were seen soon afterwards to 
cross Lochfine, it is supposed they dogged Ins course, and that he 
perished by their hand in some obscure wilderness. Another opinion 
niaiiitains, that Allan M^Aulay went abroad and died a monk of tbe 
Carthusian order. But nothing beyond bare presumption could ever 
be brought in support of either opinion. 

His vengeance w'as much less complete than he probably fancied ; 
for Menteitli, though so severely wounded as to I'emain long in a 
dangerous state, was, by having adopted Major Halgetty’s fortunate 
recommendation of a cuirass as a bridal garment, happily secured 
from the wdi^t consequences of the blow. But his services were lost 
to Montrose ; and it was thought best, that he should be conveyed 
with his intended countess, now truly a mourning brides and should 
accompany his wounded father-in-law to the castle of Sir Duncan at 
Ardenvohr. Dalgetty followed them to the water's edge, reminding 
Menteith of the necessity of erecting a sconce on Drumsnab to cover 
his lady's newly acquireu inheritance. 

They performed their voyage in safety, and Menteith was in a few 
weeks so well in health, as to be united to Annot in the castle of her 
father. 

'Jlie Highlanders were somewhat puzzled to reconcile Menteitli’s 
recovery with the visions of the second sight, and themore experienced 
. Seers were displeasedwith him for not having died. But others thought 
tlie credit of the vision sufficiently fulfilled, by the wound inflicted by 
the hand, and with the weapon, foretold ; and all were of opinion^ 
that the incident of the ring, with the death's head, related to the death 
of the bride's father, who did not survive her marriage many months. 
The incredulous held, that all this was idle dreaming, and that Allan's 
supposed vision was but a consequence of the private suggestions of 
his own passion, wHch, having long seen in Menteith a rival more 
beloved than liimself, struggled with his better nature, and impressed 
upon him, as it were involuntarily, the idea of killing his competitor. 



15G TiLKSOJ'MTXiANDLORD. 

Menteitfa did not i^coyer sufficiently to loin Montrose during his 
brief and glorious career; and nrhen that lieroic general disbanded 
his army and retired from Scotland, Meuteith resolved to adopt the 
life of privacy, which he led till the Restoration. ^ After that haj^py 
events no oecimied a sittiatioii in the land befitting his rank, In^d 
long, happy alike in public regard and in domestic anection, and died 
at a good old age. ^ * 

Our drarmt%s personce have been so limited, that, excepting 
Moutrose, whose exploits and fate arc tlie theme of liistory, we have 
only to mention Sir Dugald Daigetty. Tins gentleman continued, 
with the most rigorous punctuality, to discharge his dutyj and to 
receive his pay, until he was made prisoner, among others, upon the 
field of Phuiphaugh. He was condemned to share the fate of his 
fellow-officers upon that occasion, who were doomed to death rather 
by deniinciations from the pulpit, than the sentence either of civil or 
military tribunal; their bicoa being considered as a sort of sin- 
ofieriiig to take away the guilt of the land, and the fate imposed 
upon the Canaanites, under a special dispensation, being impiously 
and cruelly applied to them. 

Several Lowland officers^ in the service of the Covenanters, in- 
terceded for Daigetty on this occasion, representing him as a person 
whose skill would be useful in their army, and who would he readily 
induced to change his service. But on this point they fotmd Sir 
Dugald unexpectedly obstinate. He had engaged witli the King for 
a certain term, and, till that was expired, liis principles would not 
permit any shadow of changing, liie Covenanters, again, under- 
stood no such nice distinction, and he was in the utmost danger 
of falling a martyrj not to this or that political principle, but merely 
to his o\yn strict ideas of a military enlistment. Fortunately, Ins 
friends discovered, by computation, that there remained but a fort- 
night to elapse of the engagement he liad formed, and to wliich, 
though certain it was never to be renew^ed, no power on earth could 
make him false. With some difficulty they procured a reprieve for 
this short space, aftw which they found him perfectly willing to come 
under aijy engagements they chose to dictate. ‘He entered tlie 
service of the Estates accordingly, and wrought himself forward to 
be Major in Gilbert Keris corps, commonly called the Kirk's Own 
Regiment of Horse. Of his farther history w'e know notliing, until 
we find liim in possession of his paternal estate of Drumthwacket, 
which he acquired, not by tbe sword, but by a pacific intermarriage 
with Hannan Strachan, a matron somewhat stiicken in years, the 
widpw of the Aberdeenshire Covenanter. 

8ir Dugald is supposed to have siuTived the Revolution, as 
traditions of no very distant date represent liim as cruizing about iu 
that country, very old, very deaf, auu veiy full of interminable stories 
about tbe immortal Gustavus Adolphus, the Lion of tho North, and 
the bulwiJ^ of tlie Protestant Faith. 
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.PtEADEii! The Tales or my ]jANt>LOim f^c now finaHv closed, 
and it was my purpose to hare addr^sed thee in the ran of Jedediah 
Gleishbotham ; but like Horam the Son of Asbiur, and all other 
imaginary story-tdllers^ Jedediah has melted intb^thin air. 

Mr Gleishbotham bore the same resemblanee to Axial, as he at 
whose voice te rose doth to the sage Pro^ro j ahd yet, so fond are 
we of the fictions of our own fancy, that 1 part with hiin, and all his 
imaginary localities, with idle muctance. 1 am awiire lliis is a 
feeling in which the reader will Httle sympathize ; but he cannot be 
more sensible than I am, that sufficient vaiieties have now been 
exhibited of the Scottisli character, to exhaust one individUalV 
powers of observation, and that to persist would be useless and 
tedious. I have the vanity to suppose, that the popularity of these 
Novels has shewn my countrymen, and their peculiarities, iii lights 
which were new to the Soutneni reader ; aiia that many, hitherto 
indifferent upon the subject, have been induced to read Scottish 
liistorv, from the allusions to it in these works of fiction. 

1 retire from the field, conscious that there remains behind not 
only a large harvest but laborers capable of. gathering it in. 
More than one writer {las of late displayed talents of this desenption ; 
and if the present author, himself a pnantom, may be permitted to 
distinguisli a brother, or perliapa a sister shadow, he would mention, 
in particular, the author of the very lively work mjtitled ** Marriage.*' 


the original publication, “The of Montrose •* Ibrmcd the CVnichtsioB 

of iho Tales of tny Landlord, Third Series, hot Is inserted in this place to suit the 
aiTongemei^t of this Edition of the Wavcrley Ifovels. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE BLACK DWARF, 


The idoal being who is here presented as residing in solitude^ and haunted 
by a consciousness of his own deformity^ and a suspicion of his being 
generally subjected to the scorn of his fellow-men^ is not altogether 
imaginary. An individual existed many years since, under the Author's 
observation, which suggested such a character. This poor unfortuxuiie 
man's name was David Ritchie, a native of Tweeddalo. He was the son of 
a labourer in the slate-quarries of Stobbo, and must have been born in 
the mis-shapen form which he exhiHted, though he sometimes imputed it 
to ill-usage when in infancy. He was nftd a brushmaker at Edinbuigh^ 
and had wandered to several places, working at his trade, from all which 
ho was chased by the disagreeable attention which his hideous sinj^larity 
of form and face attracted wherever ho came. The Author un^rstood 
him to say he had even been in Dublin. 

Tired at length of being the object of shouts, laughter, and derisiox^ 
David llitchio resolved, like a door hunted from the herd, to retreat to 
some wilderness, where ho might have the least possible communication 
with the world which sooifod at him. Ho settled iiimself, with this view, 
upon a patch of wild moorland at the bottom of a bank on the fai*m of 
WoodhousS, in the sequestered vale of the small river Manor, in Peebles- 
shire. The few people who had occasion to pass that way were much 
surpiiscd, and some superstitious persons a little alarmed, to see so strange 
a ligurc as Bow'd Davie {i. e. Crooked David) employed in a task, for. 
which he seemed so totally unfit, os that of erecting a house. The cottage 
which he built Was extremely small, but the walls, as well as those of a 
little garden that surrounded it. were constructed with an ambitious 
degree of solidity, being composed of layers of large stones and turf ; and 
.Kuirie of the corner stones were so weighty, as to puzsle the spectators how 
such a person as tho architect could possiblv have raised them. In ^t, 
David received from passengers, or those who came attracted by ourio- 
sity, a good deal of assistance ; and as no one knew how much aid had 
been given by others, tho vsronder of each individual remained iiudimin- 
ished. 

Tho proprietor of the ground, the late Sir James Naesmith, Baronet^ 
chanced to pass this singular dwelling, which, having been placed there 
without right or leave asked or given, formed an exact parallel witli Fal- 
staff's simile of a ‘^fair house built on another’s ground ; so that poor 
David might have lost his edifioe by mistaking the propeity wh^r^he had 
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moiied it* Of coQi«eu ih^ p!N>pirjetor oniertained no idea of ojuusting sucb 
aforfeilure* but readufy sanctioned the harmless encroaohment* ^ 

The personal dosoriptlon of B^honder of Muoklostano-Moor has been 
allowed to he a tolerably oxaot and uneicaflffferated portrait of 
of Manor Water. He was not quite three feet and a half bi^h, since 


oommunlcatod by the in^l^otis Mr Bob^fMjhamborS of ^inburgh, who 
has recorded with much spirit tho traditions of the Oood, Town, and, in 
other publications, lai^oly and agreeably added ip the stock of our popular 
antiquities* He is the oountr^an of l>avi4 Bitohie, and had the best 
fuscess to collect anecdotes of him. 

Eds skull,*' sayi> this authority, '' which was of au oblong and luthor 
unusum shape, was said to be of su(m stren^lu that, he could strike it with 
ease through the panel of a door, or the end of a barrol. His laugh is said 
to have been quite horrible ; and his scroech-owl voIm, shrill, uncouth, and 
dissonant, corrcjipondod well with his other poouliaidties. 

There was nothing very uncommon about his dress. He usually wore 
an old slouolied hat when he wont abroad ; and when at home, a sort of 
cowl, or night-cap. He never wore, shoes, being unable to adapt them to 
his mU-sliapen, nn-iike feet, but always had both feet and legs quite con- 
cealed, and wrapt up with pieces of cloth. He always walked with a sort 
of pole, or pike-staff, considerably taller than himself. His habits wore 
in mOny respects, singular, and indicated a mind congenial to its uncouth 
vfcabemaclo. A jealous, misanthropical, and irritable temper was his pro- 
minent characteristio. The sense of his deformity haunted him like a 
.^antom. And the ininilfcs ana scorn to which tlil» exposed him, had 
poisoned his heart with fierce and bitter feelings, which, from other points 
ui hie character, do not appear to have been more largely infused into Ids 
original temperament than that of his fellow-men. 

*‘Ho detested children, on account of their propensity to insult and per- 
soouto him. To strangers ho was generally reserved, embbod, and surly ; 
and though ho by no means refused assistance or charity, ho seldom either 
expressed or exhibited much gratitude. Even towards persons who liad 
been his greatest benefactors, and who possessed the greatest share of his 
^od-wiil, he frequently displayed much caprice and jealousy, ^lady \vb(» 
hod known him from his infancy, and who has furnished us in the most 
obliging manner with some particulars respecting him, says, that although 
Davie showed as much respect and attachment to her father's family, as 
it was in bis nature to show to any, yet they wore always obliged to bo very 
cautious in their deportment towards him. One day, having gone to visit 
him with another lady, he took them through his garden, and was showing 
them, with much pride aiid good-humour, all his riem and tastefully assorted 
borders, when they happened to stop near a plot of cabbages which had 
been somewhat injured by the caterpillars. Davie, observing one of the 
ladies smile, instantly assumed his savage, scowling aspect, rushed among 
the cabbages, and dashed them to pieces with hi« exclaiming, 'I hato 
' tbe worms, lor they mock mol' 

Another lady, likewise a friend and old acquaintance qf his, very un- 
inientjn|M||y gave David mortal offence on a similar occasion. Throwing 
bacidj^^^us glanop as ho was ushering her into his garden, he fancied 
lie spit, and exclaimed, with great ferocity, 'Am I a toad, 
"filHp y® mo— that yo spit at me? ' and without listening 

OP excuse, drove her out of his gaixion with imprecations and 
PpPTaon irritated by persons for whom he entertained little respect, 
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Iiii nmmathvopjr idieplajrdd in vtMrds^ and cMUnetimeB in actiout^^ of 
Bill} gmter rudoms ; and he used on suidi^ ooeasiens the most unusual and 


^l^uro maintains a certain baltinoa of ^od and evil in all her wv>rkb ; 
md there is no state perha|Ni to utteidjr aTeaclate^ which does not }tos«>obH 
some souroe of gratiheatlon pdeuliar to itself. This |kK>F man, whoso mis- 
anthropjr was founded In a sense of his own preiernatuial deformity, had 
his own particular ei^oymenta Driven into solitude; ho booani<^ an 
admirer of the boauUe* ol nature. His garden, which he seduloiihly cuiti^ 
vated, and fh>tn a piece of wildmoodand madea very produeilve uptji, was 
his prido and his dehght $ but he was also an admirer of more natural 
beauty : the soft sweep of the gteezv hil^ the bubbling of a olear fountain, 
or the complodtieaof a wild thicjcet, were soenes on which he often gazed 
for hopes, and as he said, with inexpressible driight. It was perhaps fot 
this nelson that he was fond of filhenstone’s pastorals, and some part> of 
l^radise Lost* The anihior has heard his most unmusical roio^ repeat the 
oc^rated description of Paradise, whi<^ he^ seemed fully to appreciate. 
His other studies were of a different oast, cdiiilSy polemical. He never Went 
to the parish church, and was therefore sutmeotd of enter^ning heteroflox 
opinions, thou^ his objeotipn was probably to the concourse of spectators 
to whom he must have exposed hfs unseemly deformity He spoko of ' a 
future state with intense feeling, and even with tears. Bo expressed dis- 
gust at the idea of bis remains being mixed with the common rubbiesh, as 
he called it, of the ohuix^hyard, and selected with his usual taste a beautirtil 
and wild ^oi in the glen where he had his hermita^, in which to take his 
last repose. He changed his mind, however, Indwss finally interned m 
the common burial-ground of Manor parish. 

The author has invested Wise JUsnie with some qualities which made 
him appear, in the eyes of the vulgar, a man possessed of shpornaturaj 
power. Common fame paid David Ritchie a similai* compliment, fOr some 
of the poor and ignorant, as well as all the children, in the neighbouyhood, 
held him to be what is called w^mnny. He himself did not altogeth^ dis- 
courage the idea ; it enlarged his very limited circle of power, and in 'm 
far gratified his oonceit ; and it soothed his misanthropy, by inoi^asing his 
means of giving terror oi* pain. Bht even in a rude Sootfcifih glen thirty ' 
years back, the fear of sorcery was very much out of date. 

David Ritchie aitocted to frequent si>litary scones, es|)ecially such ca wore 
supposed to bo haunted, and valued Mmsclf upon his courage in rloing so- 
To DO sure, he had little chance of meotang anything more ugly than him- 
self. At heart, he was superstitious, and planted many rowans (mouutait;r. . 
ashes) around his hut, as apertain defence against necromancy, j^or the ’ 
same reason, doubtless, he desired to have rowau -trees Set about his grove: 

Wo have stated that David Ritchie loved objects of natural beauty. Bis 
only living favourites wore a dog and a cat, to which he was pai*tioularly 
taohed, and his bees, which ho treated with* great care. He took a sister, 
latterly, to live in a hut adjacent to his own, but ho did not peimifc her to ' 
enter it. She was weak in ihtelloct, but not deformed in person ; simple, 
or rather silly, but not, Hko her brother, spllen or bizarre. David was 
never affectionate to her; it was not in his nature ; but be endured her. 
Ho maintainod himself and her by the sale of the produce erf their garden - 
and bee-hives ; and, latterly, they had a small allowance from the parish. ' 
Indeed, in the simple and patriai^al state in which the country thou was, 
persons in the situation of David and bis sister were sure to be supported. 
They had only to apply to the next gentleman or respectable farmer, 
were sure to find diom equally ready and willing to supply theli^ rcif 


cm equally ready and willing to supply theJn ybrj^ 
1 Scots Magksine, vol. 80, p. S07. 
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tnpdemie wants. David often received gratuities from strangers> which ho 
never asked, never refused, and never seemed to c<msider as an obligation. 
He had a right, indeed, to regard himself as one of Nature's paupers, to 
whom she ^voia title to be maintained by his kind, even by that deform- 
ity Which closed against him all ordinary ways of supporting himself by his 
own labour. Besides, a bag was suspended in the mill for David Eitcnie's 
benefit ; and those who were carrying home a melder of meal, seldom fail- 
ed to add a gmpeih'^ to the alms-bag of the deformed cripple. In sliort, 
David had no ocoasionfor moneys save to purchase snuff, his only luxury, in 
which he indulged himself liberally. When he died, in the beginning of 
the present cemuiy, he was found to havo hoarded about twenty pounds, 
a habit very consistent with Ms dispofSition ; for wealth is power, and 
power was what David Kitohie detdred to possess, as a compensation for 
his exclusion from human society. 

His Sister survived till the publication of the tale to which this brief 
notice forms the introduction ; and the autlior is sorry to learn that a sort 
of local sympathy,** and the curiosity then expressed concerning the 
Author of Waverley, and the subjects of his Novels, exposed the poor 
woman to inquiries which gave her pain. When pressed about her brother's 
peculiarities, she asked in her turn why they would not permit the dead 
to rest ? To others, who pressed for some account of her parents, she 
answered in the same tone of feeling. 

The author saw this poor, and, it may be said, unhappy man, in autumn 
1797. Being then, as be nos the happiness still to remain, connected by 
ties of intimate friendship with the family of the venerable Dr Adam Fer- 

g usson, the philosopher and historian, who then resided at the mansion- 
ouse of Halyards, in the vale of Manor, about a mile from Ifitchie's hermi- 
tage, the author was upon a visit at Halyards, which lasted for sovera) days, 
ana was made acquainted with this singular anchorite, whom Dr Fergus- 
son considered as an extraordinary character, and whom he assisted in 
various ways, particularly by the occasional loan of books. Though tho 
tasto of the philosopher and the poor peasant did not, it may be supposed, 
always correspond.^ Dr Fergusson considered him as a man of a powerful 
capacity and orimnal ideas, but whose mind was thrown off its just bias by 
a predominant degree of self-love and self-opinion, galled by tho sense of 
ridicule and contempt, and avenging itself upon society, in idea at least, by 
a ^oomy misanthropy. 

David Kitohie, besides the utter obscurity of his lifo while in oxisience, 
had been dead for many years, when it occurred to the author that such a 
character might be made a powerful agent in fictitious narrative. Ho 
accordingly sketched that of Elshie of the Muc^lostane-Moor. Tho storj- 
was intended to bo longer, ana the catastrophe more artificially brought 
out ; but a friendly critic, to whoso opinion I subjected the work in its 
progress, was of opinion, that the idea of the Solitary was of a kind too 
revolthig, and more likely to disgust than to interest the reader. As I had 
good ri^t to consider my adviser as an excellent judge of public opinion, I 
got off my subject by hastening tho story to an end, as fast as it was pos- 
sible ; and, by huddling into one volume, a talc which was designed to 
occupy two, have perhaps produced a narrative as much disproportioned 
and distorted, as the B£ack Dwaj'f, who is its subject. 

1 Double Jiaiidfu). 

a I remember David was particularly anxious to see a book, which ho colled, I think, 
lietten to the Elect Ladies, and which, he said, was the best coinpoeitioii he had ere? 
read t but Dr Fergusson library did not supply the volume. 
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CHAPTER 1. 

Preliminar'y^ 

Hast any pUilosophy in tliec, Shepherd? 

Ai You Uk€ at. 

It was a fine April morning (excepting tibat it had snowed hard 
Die night before, and the gronna remained covered with a dazzling 
mantle of six inches in depth) when two horsemen rode up to the 
Wallace Inn. The first was a strong, tall, po^jrerful man, in a aprey 
riding-coat, having a hat covered with wax-cloth, a huge silver- 
mounted horsewhip, boots, and dreadnought overiJls. He was 
mounted on a large strong Drown mare, rough in coat, but well in 
condition, wdth a saddle of the yeomanry cut^ and a double-bitted 
military bridle. The man who accompanied him was fmparently his 
servant; lie rode a shaggy little grey pony, had a blue bonnet on his 
liead, and a lai'gc check napkin mlded/ about his neck, wore a pair of 
long blue worsted hose instead of boots, had his gloveless hands 
much stained with tar, and observed an air of dmrence and re* 
spect towards his companion, but without any of those indications 
of precedence and punctilio which are preserved between the gentry 
and their domestics. On the contrary, the two travellers entered 
the court-yard abreast, and the concluding sentence of Ae conversa- 
tion which had been carrying on betwixt them was a joint ejacula- 
tion, “ Lord guide us, an this weather last, what will come o* 
lambs!'' The hint was sufficient for my Landlord, who, advancing 
to take the horse of tlie principal person, and holding him by the 
reins as he dismounted, while his ostler rendered the same sen/ice to 
the attendant, welcomed the stranger to Gandercleugh, und, in the 
same breath, inquired, ‘‘Wliat news from the south hielands? 

*^News?" saiu the farmer, "bad eneugh news, I think;— an we 
can carry through the yowes, it will be a' we can do ; we maun e eu 
leave the lambs to the Black Dwarf’s care." 
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Ay, ay " fiul]>]oinod the old shepliord, (for sucli he was,^ nhakin^ 
his head, he *11 bo nuco biiKy aman^^ the moris thw Reason. 

Tlie Black Dwarf 1" said my learned friend and patron,^ 
Mr Jedediali Olofshbotbam, and what sort of a personage may 
he 1)0 ?” 

ITont awa* ?aiaii,** answered the fanner, ‘^Te*ll hao heard o* 
Canny Kl'^Iiio the Black Dwarf, or I am muckle mistaeu— .V the 
warld t(‘IK tales about him, but^it's but daft nonsense after a’— l 
imna beliovo a word o’t frae beginning to end.** • 

« Your father believed it uiico stievely though,” said the old man, 
to wliom the scepticism of his master gave obvious displeasure. 

“ Ay, very true, Bauldy, but that was in the time o' the black- 
faces-lthey ‘believed a haiitle queer things in thae days, that naebody 
heeds since the lang sheep cam in.” 

Tlie mair's the pity, the mair's the pity,” said the old man. 
^^Your father, — and sae I have aften teird ye^ maister, — wad hae 
been sair vexed to liac seen the auld pccl-lioiise wa's pu'd do^vn to 
mfike park-dykes ; and the boimy bi^oomy knowe, wdiere he liked 
sae wcel to sit at c’ou, wf his plaid about him, and look at the kyc 
as they cam do>vn the loaning, ill wad he hae liked to liao seem that 
braw sunny knowe a"' riven out wi\the pleugh in the fashion it is at 
Ibis day.” 

Ilout, Bauldie,” replied the principal, tak yc that dram the 
landlord’s offering ye, and never fash vour head about the changes o' 
the warldj sae lang as ye're blithe and bien yoiirscll.” 

Wussing your iteal ill, sirs,” said the shepherd; and having taken 
affhis glass, and observed the whisky wms tlie rig'ht thing, bo conti- 
nued, It's no for the like, o' us to h"e judging, to be sure ; but it was 
a. Ir.mny knowe lliat brooray knowe, and an unco braw slielter for the 
lambs ill a severe morning like this.'* 

** Ay,” said hU patron."‘n)Ut ye ken we maun bac lurnipR for the 
Jang sheep, billio, and muckle hard wark to get thorn, baith wi' th(». 
nieiigli and the howc; and that wad sort ill wi' sitting on the 
nroomy knowe, and cracking about Black Dwarfs, and siccan da- 
^ as was the gate lang' syno, when tlic short sheep ^vero in llio 
fiipiiion.” 

Aweel, awed, maister,” said the attendant, short slioiqi had 
short rents, I 'rn thinking.” 

Here luy worthy and Learm'd ]>atron again iuLoviitisod, and oli- 
mwed, that he could nevin* p«n*ceivc any material differeneo, in 
point of longitude, betvvx'cn one sheep and another.” 

Tliia occasioned a loud hoarse laugh on the jiart of ilie (armor, and 
an astonished stare on the part of the shepherd. “It's tlio woo', 
mmi, — it's the woo', and no the beasts themsellR, that makes them 
bo ca'd lang or short, 1 believe if ye were to measure their backs, 

Wc! Sn thk ftu<l otliet* instances, prlntctl in italics Ff*mo fo w nnnls whicli the 
•iVorthy cflifcor, Mr Jodcdinli Clei<ljboifiain, swmsto Inivc intorpol.-ilott upon the text of 
his clcceasert Olend, MrPattIftgcm. >Vo must ohMervo* once inr .ill, that sui-.li lihortics 
f*ceai only to have hoentahen by the learned gentleman where lii.« own character juirt 
conduct arc concemed ; and surely he must be the best judge of the style in Which hli 
own ebaracter and coaCluci should be treated oi: 
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tlie short sheep wad bO roth8r the lauger-bodied the twa^ but it’s 
the woo’ that pays the rent in tliae days, and it had muckle need/’ 

“ Odd, Bauidie savs very true,-— short sheep did make short rents 
^my fatlier paid for our steading just threescore puiids, and it 
{Stands me in three hundred, plack and bawbee^And that’s veiy 
truc-->l hae nae time to be standing here elayerkg<<--^Landiord, get 
us our breakfast, and see an’ get the yauds fed — 1 am for doun to 
Christy Wilson’s, to see if him and me can cree about the luckpenny 
I am to gie him for his year*aulds« We had di*ank sax mutchkins 
to the making the bargain at 8t Boswell’s fair, and some gate wo 
eaniia gree upon the particulars preceesly, for as muckle tiiiic as we 
ioiik iihont it— I doubt we draw to a plea — But hear ye, ueighbour,” 
atldre^siiig my worthy and leai^d patron, " if ye want to hear ony 
thing about lang or short sheep, I will be back here to my kail against 
ane o’clock ; or, if ye want ony auld warld stories about the Black 
Dwarf, and sick-like, if ye’U ware a half mutchkin upon Bauldie 
therti, he’ll crack t’ye like a pen-gun. And F«e gie ye a mutchkin 
mysell, man, if 1 can settle weel wi’ Christy Wilson." • 

The fiirnier roturned nt the horn* appointed, and with liim came 
Christy Wilson, llieir diflcreiice having been fortunately settled 
without an appeal to the gentlemen of the long robe. My learned 
and worihy patron failed not to attend, both on account of the 
refreslnnent promised to the mind and to the body, although he is 
hioivih to partake of the latter in a mry moderoie degree; and the 
party, with wljich my Landlord w^ associated, continued to sit late 
111 the evening, Hcasoning their liquor tvith many choice tales and 
songs. The last incident which 1 recoDect, was my learned and 
patron falling from his chair, just as he concluded a long 
lecture upon temperance, by reciting, n’otn the Gentle Slieplierdj a 
couplet, which he right ha2ipily transfeiTed from the vice or avarice . 
to that of ebriety : 

Ht;: that has just eufeugh may soimilly sleep, 

The owcrcomo only ihshcs folk to keep. 

Ill the course of tlic evening llic Black Dvrarf ^ had not been for- 

4 Tho mack Dwarf, now almost forgotten, was once held a formidable perfsonage by 
Ihc dalesmen ofthonordcr, wherehe gotihebbune of whatever mischief )>cfell the sheep 
or o.'ii tic. “ f lo was, ” says Dr Leyden, who makes considerable nse of him in the ballad 
r. illni the (^owt oi' KucMar, “ a fairy of the most malignant order— the genuine Sortiiern 
Diurgjii-.’' The best and most autlientlc account of this dangerous and mysterious being 
occurs in a talc communicated to the author by that eminent antlquaiy, Richard Surtees, 
K.sq, of ^tainsibrth, author Of the History of I ho Bishopric of Durham. 

-Aci'ordliifr to this well attested legend, two young Northumbrians wereontona Slioot- 
hig party, aiiii had plunged deep among the mountainous moorlands which border on 
(’umi)orlaud. I’tiey stopjMHl for retreshment in a little secluded dell by the side of a 
rivulet. There-, after tJiey had partaken of such food as they brouglit with them, 
one of the parly foil asleep; the other, unwilling to disturb his hiend's repose, stole 
silently out of the, dell with the purpose of looking around him, when ho was nstonislied 
to find Juiusedf f lo.so, to a being who seemed not lo belong to this world, as he was the 
niosl hideous dwarf th.it the sun had over shone on. His head was of ihli human siae, 
forming a frighiftil eonl lusL with hi.? height, which was considerably luulcr four aeL It 
was ihatcliod with no other covering than long matted red hair, like that of the Ihlt of ft 
batlgor in consistence, and in colour a reddish brown, like the hue of the lieattier- 
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gotten, and the old Bliepherd, Banldie, told so many stories of Ihui, 
that they excited a good deal of interest. It also appeared, though 
not till flic third punch-bowl was emptied, that much of the farmer^s 
scepticism on the subject was affected, as evincing a liberality of 
thinking, and a freedom from ancient prejudices, becoming a man 
who paid three hundred pounds a-yeor of rent, while, in fact, he had 
a lurldug belief in the traditions ot his forefathers. After my usual 
manner, 1 made farther ing[uirie8 of other persons connected with 
the wild and pastoral district in which the scene of the following 
narrative is placed, and I was fortunate enough to recover many 
liuks of the story, not generally known, and' which account, at least 
in some degree, for the circumstances of exaggerated marvel with 
which superstition has attired it in the more vmgar traditions. 


CHAPTER 11. 

will none but H came the Hunter serve your turn ? 

Merry Wives qf Winthor. 

In one of the most remote districts of the south of Scotland, wlici*e 
an ideal line, drawn along the tops of lofty and bleak mountains, 
separates that land from her sister kingdom, a young man, called 
Halbert, or Hobble Elliot, a substantial farmer, who Iwasted lus 
descent from old Martin Elliot of the Preakeu-tower, noted in Bor- 
der story and song, was on his retuni from deer-stalking. The deor, 
once so numerous among these solitary wastes, were now reduced to 
a very few herds, which, sheltering themselves in the most remote 

blossom. His limbs seemed of great strength ; nor was he otherwise Oefonned than from 
tliclr undue proportion hi tldehnoss to his diminutive bclghl. The terrified spurtsiiijm 
stood gaalug on tins horrible apparition, untl^with an angry eountenauoe, ilic Iiehig 
demanded by wJint right he Intruded himself on those hills, and destroyed their harm- 
less Inliabitants. The perjdoxcd stranger endeavoured to propitiate the incensed dwarr, 
by offering to surrender his game, as ho would to an earthly Lord of the Manor. TIm' 
proposal only redouWed the offence already taken by the dw'urf, who alleged that hcwe.s 
the lord of those mountains, and the protector of the wild creatures w lio found a relrer.t 
in their solltao' recesses; and that all spoils derived I'roin 1 heir death, ormiseiy, were 
abhorrent to him. The hunter luimbled liimsclf before the angry goblin, and by protes- 
tations of his ignorance, and of his resolution to abstain from such intrusion in fuiiiro, 
at last succeeded in pacifying him. Tlie gnome now became more communicative, and 
spoke of himself ns belonging to a species of beings something fietwcen the angelic race 
and humanity. He added, moreover, wMcIi could hardly have l>eon anticipated, that he 
had hopes of sharing In the redemption of the race of Adam. He pressed the sportsman 
to visit his dwellhig, which he said w^as hard by, and plighted his fiiith for his safe re- 
turn. Hut at this moment, the shout of the sportsman’s companion was heard culling 
m Ids Mend, and the dwarf, as if unwilling that more than one peraon should be cogni- 
sant of his presence, disappeared OB the young man emerged from the dell to join his 
comrade. 

It was tlio universal opinion of those most experienced in sueli matters, that if the 
^' thootcr had accompanied the spirit, he ’ivoiild, notwithstanding the dwarf’s fair pre- 
tences, have been either torn to pieces, or Immured Ibr years in tlie recesses of somo 
fairy Idll. 

Such is the lust and most authentic account of the apparition of the Black Dwarf. 
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and inaccessible recesses, rendered the task of pursuing: them equally 
toilsome and precarious. There were, however, Ibund many youth 
of the country ardently attached tp this spori, witli all its dangers 
and fa%ues. The sword had been sheathed upon the Borders for 
more than a hundred years, by the peaceful union of tne crowns in 
the rei^ of James the First of Great Britain. Still the comi^ re- 
tained traces of what, it had been in former days ; tlie inhabitants, 
their more peaceful avocations having been repeatedly interrupted 
hy the civil wars of the preceding century, were scarce yet broken in 
to the habits of regular industry ; sheep-farming had not been intro- 
duced upon any considerable scale ; and the feeding of black cattle 
was the chief purpose to wliich the hills and valleys were applied. 
Near to the farmer's house, the tenant usually contrived to raise 
such a crop of oats or barley, as afforded meal for liis family ; and 
the whole of this slovenly and impecfect mode of cultivation left 
much time upon his own hands, and those of Ids domestics. This 
was usually employed by the young men in hunting and fishing ; 
and the spirit of adventure, which formerly led to raids and forays 
in the same districts, was still to he discovered in the eagerness with 
wliich they pursued those rural sports. 

The more high-spmtcd among tlic youth were, about the time that 
our nan-ative begins, expecting, rather with hone than apprehension, 
an opportunity of emulating their fathers in tneir military achieve- 
ments, the recital of which formed the cldef part of their amuse- 
ment within doors. The passing of the Scottish act of security had 
given the alarm to England, as it seemed to point at a separation of 
the two British kingdoms, after the decease of Queen Anne, the 
reigning sovereign. Godolphin, then at the head of the English ad- 
ministration, foresaw that there was no other mode of avoiding the 
lirobable extremity of a civil war, but by carrying through an incor- 
porating union. How that treaty was managed, and how little it 
scemedTor sometime to jiromise the beneficial results which have siuco 
taken place to sucli extent, may bo learned from the histoir of the 
period. It is enough for our purpose to say, that all Scotland was 
indignant at the terms on which their legislature had surrendcjnsctl 
their national independence. The general resentment led to the 
strangest leagues and to the wildest plans. The Cameronians were 
about to take arms for the restoration of the house of Stewart, whom 
they regarded, witli justice, as tlieir oppressors ; and the intrigues of 
the period presented the strange picture of papists, prelatists, and 
Presbyterians, caballing among themselves against the English go^ 
vemment, out of a common feeling that their country had been 
treated with injustice. The fennentation was universal ; and, as the 
population of Scotland had been generally trained to arms, under the 
act of security, they were not indifferently prepai’ed for wai-, and 
waited but the" declaration of some of the nobility to break out into 
oiien hostility. It was at this period of public confusion that our 
story opens. 

The clengh, or wild ravine, into wliich Ilohbie Elliot had followed 
the game, w^as already far behind him, and lie w'as considerably ad- 
vanced on his return homeward, when the wight began to close 
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\ipon hiai- This would have ]mn a circumstauee of ^ai iiuhffer- 
ettue to the experienood spovtsman, who could have walked hUndfold 
over every incii of his uative heaths, had it wot happ^ed wear a hpot, 
wfaiehs aceordiu«^ to the traditions of the counto ^ in cxtrornei.y had 
fame, as haunted by supernatural appearaucefe T o tales of this kind 
Hohbiu had, fi om his childhood, lent an atfeiitmSftir; and uo])art 
of the country afforded such a variety of logcnds, so no man was 
moro dcei>l\ read in their foarfhl lore than Ilobnie of tlie iIeu*;h-foot ; 
for so om* frallant was called, to diating^uish him from a roiuid doKen 
of Elliots who bore the same Christiaii name. It cost him no etioi tsa, 
therefore, to call fo memory the terrific incidents connected with the 
extensive waste \ipou which he was now enterin^^. In fact, they 
presented themselves witli a readiness which he felt to he somewhat 
dismaying*. 

This dreary common was cidled Mucklestane-Moor, front a huge 
column of uniiewn granite, which raised its massy head on a knoll 
near the centre of the heath, perhaps to tell of the mighty dead w'ho 
slept beneath, or to preserve the memory of some bloody skirmish. 
The real cause of its existence had, however, passed atvay ; and tra- 
dition, which is as frequently an inventor of fiction as a preserver of 
ti*uth, hivd supplied its place with a supplementary legend of her 
own, which now came full upon Hobble's memory. The ^.vround 
about the i)i]lu.r was strewed, or rather eucumhered/with many largt' 
fragments of stone of the same consistence with the cohinnt, Wliicli, 
from tliei)’ appearance as they lay scattered on llie waste, wore po- 
pularly called the Grey Geese of Mucklestanc-Moor. Tin? legend 
accounted fur this name and appearance by the catastrophe of a noted 
and most lonnidable witch who frequented these hills in former days, 
causing the ewes to and the kine to cast their calves, and 
forming all the feats of mischief ascribed to these evil beings. On 
this moor she irsed to hold her revels with her sister hags ; and rings 
were still pointed out on which no grass nor heath ever grew, the 
turf being, as it were, calcined by the scorching hoofs of their diabo- 
lical partners. 

Once upon a time this old hag is said to have crossed the moor, 
driving before her a flock of geese, wiiich ,she proposed to sell to 
advantage at a neighbouring fair; for it is well known that the Fiend, 
however liberal in imparting his poW'Crs of doing mischief, ungciier- 
ously leaves his allies under the necessity of performing the meanest 
rustic labours for subsistence. The day was far advanced, and her 
chance of obtaining a good price dcpcncied on her being first at the 
market. But the geese, w hich hcul hitherto preceded her in a. })rel1y 
orderly manner, wdien they came to this wide eomuion, inters jan-sed 
with manshes and pools of water, scattered in every direction, to 
plunge into the eJeraeiit in which they delighted. Inconsoil at tlie 
obstinacy with which they defied aU her efforts to collect them, and 
not remembering the precise terms of the contmet by which the 
Fiend Wiis bound to obe.y lier commands for a ct^rlaiu s]>ace, the sor- 
ceress exclaimed, •*i)ee>il, tliat neither 1 nor they ever stir fromthis 
spot more The words were hardly uttered, wiien, by a. metaraor- 
phosis as sudden as any in Ovid, the hag and her refractory flock 
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wm converled into stoiie^ &e angel whom she being a strict^ 
formalist^ grasping eagerly at an efpport^ity of completing the ruin 
of lier body and «oul by a literal obedience to her orders. It is said, 
tliiat when she perceived and felt the transformatiou which was about 
lo take place, she exclaimed to the treachefoms Fiend, “Ah, thou 
false thief I lang hast thou promised me a grey gown» and now 1 am 
getting ane that will last mr eret,** The dimensions of the pillar, 
and of the Biones, wei’C often appealod, to, as a proof of the superior 
stature and size of o|d women and gei^e in the days of other years, 
by those praisers of the past who held the comfortable opinion of file 
gradual degeneracy of mankind. 

All particulars of this legend Hobbie called to mind as lie passed 
along the moor. He also remembered, that, since the catastrophe 
liad taken ])lacc, the scene of it had been avoided, at least after night- 
fall, by all human beings, as being the ordinary ](*esort of keljiies, 
spunkioH, and other demons, once the companions of the witch’s dia- 
bolical revels, and now continuing to rendezvous upon the same sjKit, 
as if still in attendance on their transformed mistress. Ilobbie’s 
natural hardihood, however, maniuily combated with these intrusive 
sensations of awe. He summoned to his side the brace of large grey- 
hounds, who were the companions of his sports, and who were wont, 
in his own phrase, to fear neither dog nor devil ; he looked at tlie 
priming of his piece, and, like the clown in Hallowe’en, whistled up 
the warlike ditty of Jock of the Side, as a general causes his drums 
be iKjat to inspirit the doubtful coura^^ of liis soldiers. 

In this state of mind, he was very glad to liear a friendly voice 
shout ill his rear, and propose to liim a partner on the roan. He 
slaekenc?(l his pace, and ivas quickly joined t>y a youth well known to 
him, a gcntleuian of some fortune in that remote country, and who 
li:id been abrimd on the same errand with himself. Young Earns- 
cliff, of that ilk,” had lately come of age, and ciucceoded to a mode- 
rate fortune, a good deal dilapidated, from the share his family liad 
taken in the disturbances of the period. They wx»re much and gene- 
rally respected in the country; a reputation which tliis young gentle- 
man seemed likely to sustain, as he was well educated, and of ex- 
cellent disiKisitions. 

" Now, Eanisclifi',” exclaimed Hobbie, “I am glad to meet your 
honour ony gate, and company’s blithe on a bare moor like tliis—^ 
it's an imch bogillv bit — ^AVIiere hac yo been sporting?” 

"Tip the Carla Cleugh, HoblSc,” answered Earnscliff, ro- 
turuing his greeting. “But will our dogs keep the peace, think 
you?” 

Dell a fear o’ mine," said Hobbie, “ they hae scarce a leg to stand 
on. Odd ! the deer’s iiod the couutryj 1 think. I have been as far 
as luger-fell-foot, and dcil a horn has Hobbie seen, excepting three 
red-wud racs, that never let me -within shot of them, though I gaed 
a mile round to get up the wind to them, an’ a\ Deil o’ me wad 
care muckle, omy I wanted some venison to our auld gude-damo. 
The carlino, slie sits in the neuk yonder, uphye, and cracks about 
the grand shooters and hunters lang syne— -Odd, I tliink they hae 
killed a’ the deer iu the country, for my part.'' 
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** Well, Hobble, 1 have shot a fat buck, and sent him to Earnscliff 
tlik morninff— -you shall have half of him for your grandmother/' 
Mony thauks to ye, Mr Patrick, ye Ve kend to a* the country 
for a kind heart. It will do the auld wife’s heart gude— mair 
token, when she kens it comes irae you— and maist of a*, gin ye ’ll 
come up and take your shai’e, for I reckon ye are lonesome now in 
the auld tower, and a’ your folk at that weary Edinburgh. I wonder 
what they can find to do amang a whecn ranks o’ staue houses wi’ 
slate on uie tap o’ them, that might live on their ain bonny green 
hills.” 

** My education and my sisters’ has kept my mother much in Edin- 
burgh for several years,” said Earnsclift*, ^ but I promise you I propose 
to make up for loslrtime.” 

‘‘ And ye’ll rig out the auld tower a bit,” said Hobbic, “and live 
hearty and neighbour-like wi’ the auld family friends, as the Laird o’ 
Earnscliff should? I can tell ye, my mother— my grandmother 1 
mean— but, since we lost our am mother, we ca’ her sometimes the 
tane, and sometimes the tother— but, ouy gate, she conceits hersell 
no that distant connected wi’ you.” 

“ Very true, Hobbie, and I will eome to the Heugh-foot to dinner 
to-morrow with all my heart.” 

“ Weel, that’s kindly said! We are auld neighbours, an we wera 
uae kin — and my gude-dame’s fain to sec you — she clavers about 
your father that was killed laug syiie.” 

“ Hush, hush, Hobble — not a >vord about that — it’ s a story better 
forgotten.” 

“ I dinna ken — if it had chanced amang our folk, wc wad hae 
keepit it in tnind mony a day till we got some mends for ’t — but ye 
ken your ain ways best, you lairds — I have heard that Ellieslaw's 
.friend stickit your sire after the laird himsell had mastered his 
sword.” 

“ Me, fie, Hobbie ; it was a foolish brawl, occasioned ])y wine and 
politics— many swords were drawn— it is impossible to say who struck 
the ])low.” 

“ At ony rate, auld Ellieslaw was aiding and abetting ; and I am 
sure if ye -were sae disposed as to take amends on him, naebody 
could say it was wraug, for your father’s blood is beneath liis nails 
— .*iud besides, there ’s naebody else left that was concerned to take 
amends upon, and he ’s a prelatist and a jacobitc into the bargain— 
I can tell ye the countiy folk look f )r something atween ye.” 

“ O, for shame, Hobbie!” replied tlie young Laird; “you, that 
profess religion, to stir your friend up to break the law, and take 
vengeance at his own hand, and in such a bogilly bit too, where we 
know not what beings may be listening to us ! ” 

“ Hush, hush ! ” said Hobbie, drawing nearer to his companion, 
“ I wasna tliinkiug o’ the like o’ them— But I can guess a wee bit 
what keeps your hand up, Mr Patrick; we a’ ken it’s, no lack o’ 
courage, but the twa grey een of a bonny lass, Miss Isabel Vere, that 
keeps you sae sober.’^ 

“ I assure you, Hobbie,” said his companion, rather angrily, “ I 
assure you you axe mistaken ; and it is extremely wrong of you 
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cither to tliiuk of, or to utter, ^ such an idea; I have no idea of per- 
mitting freedoms to be carried so far as to connect my name ivith 
that of any voung^ lady.” 

“ Why, there now— there nowl ” retorted Elliot; “ did I not say 
it wasua want o’ spunk that made ye sae mim ?— Weel, weel, 1 meant 
nae offence; hut there ’s just ae thing: yo notice frae a friend. 
The auld Laird of EUieslaw has tlie auld riding* blood far better at 
his heart than ye hae — ^troth, he kens naethin^ about thae newfangled 
notions o’ peace and quietness— he 's a’ for the auld-warld doings o’ 
lifting and laying on, and he has a wheen stout lads at his hack, too, 
and keeps them weel up in heart, and as fu’ o' mischief as young 
colts. Where he gets the gear to do % nane can say j he lives high, 
and far abune his rents here ; however, he pays ms way — Sae, if 
there ’s ony outbreak in the countiw, he ’s likely to break out wi' the 
first — and weel does lie mind the auld quarrels between ye. I 
am surmizing he’ll be for a touch at the auld tower at fiarns- 
cliff.” 

“ Well, Ilobbie/’ answered the young gentleman, ** if he should bo 
so ill advised, I shall try to make the old tower good against him, as 
it has been made good by my betters against his betters many a day 
ago.” 

‘‘ Very right— vciy right — that’s speaking like a man now,” said 
the stout yeoman; “and, if sae should be that tlus be sac, ir ye ’ll 
just gar your servant jow out tlio great bell iu tJic tower, there’s 
me, and my twa brothers, and little Davie of the Stenbouso. will ho 
wi’ you, wi’ a’ the power wo can make, in the snapping of a flint.” 

“ Many thanks, Hobbie,” answered EarnseJin ; “ but I hope 
w(f shall nave no war of so unnatural and iincliristiiin a kind in our 
time.” 

“ Hoiit, sir, bout,” replied Elliot ; “ it wad be but a wee bit neigli^ 
hour war, and Heaven and earth would make allowances for it in this 
uncultivated phice— it ’s just the natm'c o' the folk and the land— we 
canna live quiet like London folk— we haena so muckle to do. It ’s 
impossible.” 

“ Well, Ilobbic,” said the Laird, “ for one who believes so deeply 
as you do in supernatural appearances, I must own you take Heaven 
in your own hand rathOr audaciously, considering where wc are 
walking.” 

“ What needs I care for tlic Mucklestane-Moor ony mair than ye 
do yourscll, Eamscliff ? ” said Hobbie, something otfended. “ 'fo 
be sure, they do say there ’s a sort o’ worricows and laug-nehbit 
things about the laud, but what need I care for them? 1 hae a 
good conscience, and little to answer for, unleaa it be about a rant 
araaiig the lasses, or a splorc at a fair, and that ’s no muckle to 
speak of. Though 1 say it inysell, 1 am as quiet a lad and as peace- 
able 

“ And Dick TurnbuU’s head that you broke, and Willie of Wiiitoii 
wliom you shot at ? ” said his travelling companion. 

“ Hunt, Eamscliff, ye keep a record of a’ men’s misdoings — Dick’s 
licad ’s healed again, and we’re to fight out the quarrel at Jeddart, 
on the Rood-day, so that’s like a thing settled in a peaceable wny ; 
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and then I am friends vri’ Willie again, puir chield-— it waji but iwa 
or three Jiail draps after a’. I wad let ohy body do the like o*t to 
me for a pint o’ brandy. But Willie's lowland bred, poor fallow, and 
soon frighted for bim8ell~-Aiid for tho worricows, were we to meet 
ane on wus very bit— ‘ 

« As is not unlikely," said young Eamscliff, for there stands your 
old witeli, Hobbie." 

** I say,” continued Elliot, as if indignant at this I say, if 

the auld carliue Jiersell ’was to get up out o' the gruud just liefore us 
here, 1 vould think nae mair— But, gude preserve us, Eamscliff, 
what can yon be?" 


CHAPTER HI. 

lirowji Dwarf, that o’er ttoe moorland strays, 

Thy name to Keeldar toll I 
“ Tho Brown Man of the Moor, that stays 
Beneath the hoathcr'belL” 

JOHif LKn>£N. 

TfiE object w’liich alarmed the young farmer in the middle of his 
valorous protestations, startled for a moment even his less prejudiced 
(;t)Tupauioii. The moon, which had arisen during tlieir conversation, 
was, ill the phrase of that country, wading or struggling with clouds, 
and shed only a doubtful and occasional light. By one of her beams, 
which streamed upon the great granite column to which they n(>w 
approached, they discovered a form, apparently human, but of a size 
much less than ordinai’y, which movea slowly among the large g»ey 
stones, not like a person intending to journey onward, but with tlu^ 
slow, irregular, flitting movement of a being who hovers around sonic 
ii]>ot of melancholy recollection, uttering also, from time to time, a 
sort of indistinct muttering sound. This so inuch'rcsciuhlcd lus idea 
of the notions of an apparition, that Ilobhic Elliot, making a dead 
pause, wdiile liis liair erected itself u})oii its scalp, whispered to Ins 
companion, •* It 's Auld Ailie hei’sell I 8ba.ll 1 gie her a sliot, in thi^ 
name of God?" 

For Heaven’s sake, no," said his coniimuion, holding down the 
weapon which he was about to raise to the aim — “ for Heaven's sake, 
no ; it ’s some poor distracted creature." 

“ Ye 're distracted yoursell, for thinking of going so near to lier," 
said Elliot, holding his companion in his turn, as he prepared to ad- 
vance. “ We ’ll aye hae time to pit ower a hit prayer (an I could 
but inind ane) afore she comes this length — God ! she ’s in nae hurry," 
continued he, growing bolder from his companion’s confidence, and 
the little notice the apparition seemed to take of them. She hirples 
like a hen on a het girdle. I redd ye, Eamscliff," (this he added in 
a gentle whisper,) *‘Tet us take a cast about, as if to araw the wind on 
a buck — the bog is no abune knee-deep, and better a saft road as bad 
company.” ^ 

* 'Dio Scots uao the epithet son, utahm partem^ in two cases ut least. A sqft 
road, b a road through quagmire and hags; and so/? weather, signities that which is very 
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Eaniscliff, liowerer, in spite of las oompanWs resistance and 
remonstrances, conttnued to advance on tne path they had ori- 
ginjilly pursued, and soon confronted the objeSpt of their investi- 
gration. 

The heiffhfc of the toire, which appeared even to decrease as they 
approached it, seemed to be under four feet, a*id its form, as far as 
the imperfect ligfht afforded them the means of discerning, was very 
nearly as broad as long, or rather of a spherical shape, which cdulu 
only be occasioned by some strange personal deformity. The young 
sportsman hailed this exti’aordinary appearance. twice, without re- 
ceiving anv answer, or attending to the pinches by which his com- 
panism endeavoured to intimate that their best course was to walk 
on, without giving farther disturbance to a being of such singular 
and preternatural exterior. To the tliird repeated demand of Who 
arc yon? What do you here at this hour of night?"— a voice re- 
plied, whose slirill, uncoutli, and dissonant tones made Elliot step two 
paces back, and startled even his companion, Pass on your way, 
and ask nought at them that ask nought at you.” 

What do you do here so far from shelter ? Are yon benighted 
on your journey ? AVill you follow us home, (‘God forbid!" 
tjaoulaled Hohliie Elliot, involuntarily,) and I will give you a 
lodging?” 

I would sooner lodge by mysell in the deepest of the Tarrasliow/' 
again whispered Ilobbio. 

“ I*ass on your way,” rejoined the figure, the harsli tones of his 
voice still more cxaltea by passion. “ 1 want not your guidance — 1 
want not your lodging — it is five yeai>j since my head was under a 
human roof, and I trust it was for the last time.” 

“ Ho is mad,” said Earnsclift* 

“ lie has a look of anld Humphrey Eitereap, the tinkler, that per- 
ished ill this very luoss about five years syne,” answered his suporsti- 
lioiis eonipanion ; but Ilumphrey wasna that awfif big in tlie bouk.” 

Pass on your way,” reiterated tlie object of their eiinosity, 
“ |]i(? breath oi‘ your human bodies poisons the air around me — the 
.><)uud of your ^hiimaii voices goes through my ears like sharp 
Ixidkius/’ 

“ Lord save us 1 ” whispered Hobbie, “ that the dead slioidd bear sic 
fearfu" ill-will to the living! — ^liis saul maun be in a puir way, I ’m 
jealous.” 

“ Come, my friend,” said EariisclifT, “ yon seem to suffer under 
some strong affliction; oouiinou humanity will not allow us to leave 
you here,” 

“ Cknnmou humanity ! ” exclaimed the being, with a scornful laugh 
that sounded like a shriek, “ where got ye that catch-word — that 
noose for woodcocks — that coriimon divSguise for man-traps — that 
bait whicli the wi*etched idiot who swallows, will soon find covers a 
hook with barbs ten limes sharper tlian those you lay for < lie animals 
which yon murder for your luxury ! "’ 

“ I tell you, my friend,” again replied Eaniscliff, “ yf»u are inca- 
liable of judging of your own situation — ^j'ou will perish in this wiP 
derness. and we must, in compassion, force you along with us.” 
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“111 bae n^tber feaad nor f<mt iii’t,” «aid Hdblne; *• lei! the gliaisl 
take }]& ain ^y. ilSdir 0<)(rs 6^ 

**My Mood hi on my om head, if I perisli toe,” saW the figm^e ; 
imd, obseTOnff EarnscKffmeSitatiiig to lay tod on him, he added, 
** And your blood be upon yours, if you tou<^ but the ekirt of my gar- 
ments, to infect me with the taint of mortfdity J ” - 

The moon shone moi'e brightly as he spoke ijius, and Eamscliff 
<»bserved that he held out his right hand aimed with some weapon of 
offence, which glittered in the cold ray like the blade of a long knife, 
or the barrel of a pistol. It would have been madness to persevere 
in his attempt upon a being thus armed, and holding such toperate 
language, especially as it was plmn he would have httle aid froi|i his 
companion, who had fairly left him to' settle matters with the appari- 
tion as be could, and had proceeded a few paces on his way home- 
ward. Earnsclift^ therefore, turned and followed Hobble^ after 
looking back towards the supposed maniac, who, as if raised to 
frenzy by the interview, roamed wldly around the great stone, ex- 
hausting his voice in slineks and imprecations, that tlirilled wildly 
along the waste heath. 

The two sportsmen moved on some time in silence, until tliey 
were oiit of hearing of these uncouth sounds, which was not ere they 
had gained a eonsidcrable distance from the pillar that gave name to 
the moor. Each made his private comments on the scene they had 
witnessed, until Hobbic Elliot suddenly exclaimed, ^ Wool, I 11 up- 
haud that yon ghaist, if it be a ghaist, has baith done and suffered 
miickle evil in the flesh, that gars him rampauge in that way after he 
is dead and ganc/' 

"It seems to me the very madness of misanthropy,” said Eanis- 
cliff, following his own current of thouglit. 

" And ye didna think it was a spiritual creature, then ? ” asked 
Hobble at liis eompanion. 

"Who, I ?~-No, surely.” 

" Weel, T am partly of the mind myscll that it may be a live thing 
— and yet I dinna ken, I wadna wish *to see ony thing look liker a 
bogle.'^ 

“ At any rate,” said Earnsclifli " I will ride over to-morrow, and 
sec what has become of the unhappy being.” 

“ In fair daylight ?” queried the yeoman ; " then, grace o’ God, I’so 
be wi’ye. But here wc are nearer to Heugh-foot than to your 
house by twa mile,— liadiia yo better e’en gae hamc wi’ me, and 
wc ’ll send the callant on the pOTviiy to tell them that you are u i’ us, 
though I believe there s naebody at hame to wait for you but the 
servants and the cat.” 

" Have' with you tlien, friend Hobhic,” said the young Jjuiiter ; 

and as I would not willingly have either the servants be anxious or 
pugigforfeit her supper, m my absence, I’ll be obliged to you to send 
^ propose.” 

Riwecl, that is kind, I must say. And ye ’ll gae hame to llcugh- 

k? They ’ll be right blithe to sec you, that will they.” 

Siis aftair settled, they walked briskly on a little farther, when 

kiing to the ridge of a pretty steep liUb Hobbie jSUiot exclaimed 


im awACK twAup, Ijf ■ 

« 

“ Now, Earuscliff, l am g^lad when I cpnie to this veiy bit—Ye see the 
light below, that 's in (he ha’ window, where pannic, the gash auld 
carline, is sitting birling at her ‘;Wheel-^anaye see yon other light 
that’s gaun whiddin’ bach and forrit through amang the windows? 
that’s my cousin, Grace Amstrong,— she’s twice as clever about the 
house as my sisters, and sae tliey say themsells, for they ’re good- 
natured lasses as ever trode on heather ; but they confess tliemsells, 
and sae docs grannie, that she has far maist action, and is the best 

goer about the toun, now that grannie is off the foot hersell ^My 

brothers, ane o’ them ’s away to wait upon the chamberlain, and ane^s 
at Moss-phadraig, that *s our led fam— lie can see after the stock 
just as weel as I can do.” 

You are lucky, my good friend, in having so many valuable rela- 
tions.” 

Trotli am I— Grace make me tliankful, I ’se never deny it.— But 
will ye tell mo now, Earnscliif, you tluit have been at college, and the 
high-scliool of Ediubiii-gh, and got a’ sort o’ lair where it was to be 
best gotten — will yc toll me — ^iio that it ’s ony concern of mine in par- 
ticuliir,— but 1 heard the priest of St John s, and onr minister, oar- 
gaining about it at the Winter ffiir, and troth they baith spak very 
weel— -Now, the priest says it’s unlawful to many ane’s cousin ; but 
1 cannot say 1 thought he brought out the Gospel authorities han sae 
wcH‘l as our minister — our minister is thoiiglit the best divine and the 
best preacher atwecii this and Edinburgh— Dimia ye think he w^us 
lik(‘ly to be right?” 

“ Certainly marriage, by all protestaut Christians, is hold to 
he as free as (n’od made it by the JACvitical law; so, Hobbie, 
there can be no bar, legal or religious, betwixt you aud Miss Arm- 
strong.” 

‘‘ limit hwa* wi’ your joking, l^hirnsclifl?’ replied his companion, — 
ye are angry eiioiigJi yonrsell if anc touch ts you si bit, man, on the 
S(?oth side of the jest— -No that 1 w-as asking the question about 
(Iraee, for yc mauii kcMi slie ’s no my coiisin-gcrmain out and out, but 
the daughter of my uncle's wife by her tirst marriage, so shc ’.s nac 
kith nor kin to me — only a connection lik(\ But now we 're at the 
Slieeling-liill— 1 ‘11 fire oft’ my gun, to let them ken 1 ’m coming, tliiit’.s 
aye my way ; and if 1 liao a deer I gie them twa shots, ane for the 
deer and aiio for inysell.” 

lie tireil oif bis piece accordingly, and the number of lights were 
seen to traverse the house, and eVen to gleam liefore it. Ilobbio 
Elliol pointed out one of these to Earnsclitf, w hich .seemed to glide 
from the house to^vard.s some of the out-houses. — That ’s Grace 
]i(‘rsel],” said llohbie. iSlie’ll no meet mo at the door, 1 ’se W’ar- 
raiit hci- — but she *11 be aiva, for a’ that, to see if niy hounds’ supper 
hy' ready, poor heasts.” 

Lovti me, love my dog,” answered Eaniscliff. “ Ah, llubhie, you 
are a lucky young fellow.” 

This ohseVvaliou was uttered with something like a sigh, which 
ajiparontly did not escape the ear of his companion. 

“ IJout, otlier folk may he as lucky as J am — O how I have seen 
Miss Isbcl Veres head turn after somebody w'heu they passed ane 
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another at the Carlisle races ! Wlia ken«i but things may come rbtod 
in this world ?” 

Eam8<^ muttered something like an answer; but whether in 
assei^ of the proposition^ ur rebuking the apnHeation of it, couMiiot 
eaSiij be discovered ; and it seems probable that me speaker himself 
was w^ig his meaning should rest in doubt ^d obscurity, Thm 
^ad now descended the broad loaning, whichj winding round the foot 
^the steep bank, or heugh« brought them in front of the thatched, 
but con^ortable farm-house, which was the dwelling of Hobbie Elliot 
and hh family. . ^ ^ 

The doorway was thronged With joyftil faces ; but the appeawmoc 
of a stranger blunted many a gioe wWch had been prepared on 
Hobbie*s lack of auecctes in the deer-stidStltig. There was a little 
bustle among three handsome young woj^, each endeavouring to 
devolve upon another the task of usheiing the stranger into the 
apa^tnen^ whde probably all were anxious to escape for the purpose 
of making some little personal arrangement^ before presenting 
themselves to a young gentleman in a dishabille only intended for 
their brother. 

Hobbie, in the meanwliile, bestowing some hearty and general 
abuse upon them all, (for Orace was not of the party,) snatched the 
candle from the hand of one the rustic' coquettes, as she stood 
playing pretty with it hi her hand, and ushered his guest into the 
family parlour, or rather ball; for the place having been a liouso of 
defence in former times, the sitting apartment was a vaulted and 
paved room, damp and dismal enough compared with the lodgings 
of the yeomanry of our daysj but wlxicb, when well lighted up with 
a hwrge sparkling fire of turf and bog-wood, seemed to Earpscliff a 
most comfortable exchange for the darkness and bleak blpst of the 
hill. Kindlj'and repeatedly was he welcomed by the venerable old 
■dame; the mistress or the family, who, dressed in her coif and pin- 
rliers, her close and decent gowTi of home-spun wool, but vdth a large 
' gold necklace and ear-rings, looked, what she really was, the lady 
ms well a-s the farmer’s wife, while, seated in her chair of >vicker, by 
the comer of the great chimney, she directed the evening occupa- 
tions of the young women, and of two or three stout serving wenches, 
wbo'WSte plying their distaffs behipd the backs of their young mis- 
tresses. 

As adoii as Eamocliff had been duly welcomed, and hasty orders 
issued for some addition to the evening meal, his grand-damc and 
sisters opened their battery upon Hobbie Elliot for his lack of suc- 
cess again :>t the deer. 

** Jfeirny no(»dua have kejit u]) her kitchen-fire for a’ that Hobbie 
has ln*onght liamiy’ said one sister. 

no, said another; “the gathering peat,’ if it was 
Weel'blawn, wad dress a’ onr llobbie’s venison.” 

“ Ay, or the low of tlie caudle, if the wind wad let it bide steady,” 
; feud a third ; “ if i were him, 1 would bring hamo a black craw, 

r'^theriiij? immIIs Ibc piooc <tf tiirflpft to treasure up the secret seeds of tire* 
wittiout any genoioii •. consumption of luci ; in a word, to keep the Arc alive. 
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rather than come back throe times without a bnokVhom to blaw 

, Hobble turned from the one to the other, r^arifihg them alter- 
i^iiely with a fSrowit on his’^ow, the m^iry eiwhiicsh was confuted 
Y>y the good-humoured laugh on the lowet part of Kb comi;tenahce. 
He tliott strove to propitiate thero> by.mrtitianhig the in^d^ pro- 
stent of his companion/ - 

‘‘ 111 my young days,**^ shid the old lady, ‘^a man wad hae* been 
ashamed to come ba<^ ftae the hill without a bnk^ hanging on eacli 
side o’ Ms horse, like a cadger carrying calvea” 

wish tliey had left some for us then, grannie ” retorted Hoblne ; 
they Ve cleared the country o’ them, thae auld friends o’ yonrsi I ; 
•thinking/’- ' . 

“ Ye see other folk can find game, though you cannot, Hobbie 
said the eldest sister, glanmng a look at young Eariisdiff. 

Weel, wed, woman, liasna every dog his day, begging Earhs- 
cliff’s pardon for the Auld sayjlng— Mayna I hae his luck, and he 
mine, another time? — It’s a ftaw tiling for a mAn to l>e out a’ day, 
and frighted— na, I whina say that, neither— but mistrysted wi' 
bogles m the hamo-coming^ an’ then to hae to flyte wf a w heen 
M'onion that hae been doing iiacthing a’ the livo-lang day, but whirP' 
iiig a bifc stick,* wi’ a thread trailing at it, pr boring at a clout.” 

“ h'rightcd wi’ bogles!” exclaimed the females^ one and all,— for 
great was the regard then paid, and perhaps still paid, in these glens, 
to all such fantasies, 

" 1 did not say frighted, now — I only said mis-set wi’ the thing — And 
there was but ae bogle, neither — ^Earnacliif, ye saw it as weel avS I did ? ’* 
And he proceeded, without very much exaggeration, to detail, in 
his own way, the meeting they had with the mysterious being at 
[Mucklcstfino-Moor, concluding, he could not conjecture wi)at on 
enrth it could be, unless it was cither tlie Enemy iiiinsell, or some 
of the auld Peglits that held the country Jang syne.” 

“ Auld Feght !” excltiimed the grand-dame ; ** na, na. — bless thee 
frae scathe, my fcaiiii, it’s been nae Peght that — ^it’s been the Brown 
Man of the moors I O iveary fa’ thae evd days ! — what can evil heiiigs 
be coming for to distract a poor country, now it’s peacefully settled, 
and living in love and law ?— 0 wea^ on him ! he ne’er brought gude 
to these lands or the indwellers. My father aften tauld me he was 
seen in the year o’ the bloody fight at Marston-Moor,and then again 
m Montrose’s troubles, and again before the rout o’ I)un]>ar, and, in 
my ain time, he was seen about the time o’ Bothwell-Brigg, and 
tliey said the second-sighted Laird of Bcnarbuck had a communing 
wi’ him some time afore Argyle’s landing, hut that I cannot speak 
to sac prcceesely — it was far in the west O, bairns, lie ’s never per- 

mitted but in an ill time, sac mind ilka ane o’ ye to draw to Him that 
can help in tlie day of trouble.” 

EarnsclifV now interposed, and expressed his firm conviction that 
the person tlnw had seen was some poor maniac, and had no com- 
mission from the invisible world to announce either war or evil. But 
liis opinion found a very cold audience, and all joined to deprecate 
his purpose of i-eturning to the spot the next day. 
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O4 niy bonny hmnJ* said tlio old dame, (for, m tlie kmdaess , of 
1i0r hearty abe extended her parental stylo to in whom the yep m- 
tereated)--" You should beware mair than other folk— tliere s been 
4t neayy breach made in your house wi* jpur fathex^H bloodslmd, and 
wf W-pleaSj and losses sini^e;*~and you are the flower of the n^k, 
and the lad tnat will build up the auld bigging a^am {if it be Bis 
3(filiy .to be an honour tojihe ooiintry, aid a s^eguard to those jdiat 
dw^ in it— you, before others, are^aUed upon to jpiit y(>ursell in up 
luih adventures— for yours was aye ow^ .vonturesome a race, and 
.mucide hann they, have got by it” . \ ^ , 

" But l am sure, my good friend, yob wbiild not bare me bo'hfoaid 
bf going to an open moor in broad ^-%ht ??' . ^ 

r I dinna ken^ said the good <dd dame; ^ I,%aa never bid son or 
friend 0’ mine haudiheir hind bacicinagude cause, wlmtber it word 
a friend’s or their aln— that ^otild be hx nae bidding of mine, or bf 
ony body that ’s come of a g^atle kindroa— But it wiuna ^ang out of 
a grey head like mine, that to gang to seek for evil that’s noToshiiig 
w^ou, is clean against kw and Scdpture.” 

Eamsdiff resigned an argument which he saw no prospect of main- 
taining with good effect, and the entrance of supper brQke off the 
conversation. Miss Grace had by this time made her appearance, 
and Hobble, not without a conscious glance at Kamsclifl. placed him- 
„selfbyher side. Mirth and lively conversation, in which the old 
kdy of the house took the good-humoured share which so well be- 
comes old age, restored to the cheeks of the damsels the roses which 
their brother’s tale of tlio apparition liad chased away, and ilioy 
danced and sung for an hour after supper as if there , were no such 
things as goblins in the world. 


CHAPTEll IV 

1 am ]^li8miUiro])Os, an<l halo mankind; 

For thy part; 1 tlo wisji tlion wurt u dog, 

TImt I inight Jove thcc something. 

Titnon of Athens. 

On the following moniing, after breakfast, Earnscliff took leave of 
his hospitable friends, promising to return in time to piu tako of the 
.Tenbon, which had arrived from Ids house. Hobbic, who apparently 
j took leave of him at the door of hb habitation, slunk out, however, 
and foined him at the top of the hill. 

** Ye ’ll be gaun yonder, Mr Patrickf; feind o’ mo will mistryst you 
for a’ my mother says. I thought it best to slip out quietly though, 
fix case she should raislippen sometliing of what wc ’re gaun to do — 
we maumia vex her at nae rate — it. was amaist the last word my 
father said to me on his deathbed.” 

By no means, Hobbie,” said Earnscliff; “ she avoU merits all your 
attentioi^” 

** Troth, for that matter, she would be as sail* vexed umaist for you 
as for me. But d‘ ye really tldnk there ’s nae presumption in ventuiv 
tug back yonder?— We bae nae special commission, ye ken.” 
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^ AsyoUdo^ Hobble" said the ipentliemttti, ^ 1 

would not perbap mqaire &rther into this busmess ; bni^aa 1 am of 
qpmion thM preternatural visitations are eitlier ceased aHogetber^ 
dr become veiy rare in our days, I am unwilling to leave a matter 
un^vestigatea which may concern the life of poor distracted 

/^ iwe^ awed,if ye really tiiinlc that/* answered Hobhie doubt- 
fully-r.** And it'sfor certain tlie very fairies— I nieon the very good 
neighbours themsells (for they say folk suldua oa' them iQuiries) that 
ns^^to be seen on every green knowe at e*cn, are no half eae often 
visible in our days. 1 caniia depone to having ever seen one myselL 
but 1 anco heard ane whistle ahmt me in the moss^ As like a wmotp’ 
as aiC thing could be like anitheri And mony anp mjr father saw 
when he used to come hame the fairs at e*en, wi* a drap drink 
in his head, honest man " 

Eaniscliff was somewhat entertained with the gradual declension 
of superstition from one generation to another which was inferred, 
in this last observation; and they condimed to reason on such sub- 
jects, until they came in sight of tihe npright stone whidi gave name 
to ilic moor. , 

“ i\.s I shall answer,” said Hobbie, “ yonder the creature creeping 
about yet I — But it's day-light, and you have yom* gun, and I brought 
out my Wt whinger —I think we may venture on him.” 

By all manner of means,” said Eanisdiff ; “ but, in the nAme of 
wonder, w'hat can he be doiug there?” 

‘‘ Biggin a dry-stane dyke, I think, wf the grey geese, as they ca* 
tbae great loose stancs — Odd, that passes a* thing I e'er heard 
tell of!” 

As they approached nearer, Eamsclilf could not help ngi’eeing 
mjja, liis companion. The figure they liad Seen the night before 


st1«med slowly and toilsomely labouring to pile the large stones one 
li auotlier, as if to form a small enclosure. Materims lay around 
him in great plenty, but the labour of carrying on the work was im- 
mense, from the size of most of the stones;, and it seemed astonish- 
ing that he should have succeeded in moring several which he had 
already arranged for the foundation of his edifice. He was strug- 
gling to move a fragment of great size when the two young men came 
lip, and was so intent upon executing his pu^ose, ^at he did not 
perceive them till they were close upon him. In straining and heav- 
ing at the stone, in order to place it according to his wish, he 


powers ; for some of the a^ncs he had sacceeded in raising appar- 
ently required two men's strength to have moved them. Honbie's 
suspicions began to revive, on seeing the preternatural strength he^ 
exerted. 

I am amaist persuaded it's the ghaist of a stane-maaon— see 
siccan band-staiies as he's laid I — ^An it be a man, after a', 1 wonder 


1 Corlevr. 
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what he wad take by the rood to bwild a march dyke. There’s ane 
fittSir wanted between Cring'lchope and the Shaws,— Honest man**^ 
Orai*sinff his voiecj) “ ye make good firm wark th^c.” 

The being whom he addressed raised his eyes with a ghastly star^ 
jmd, getting up from his stooping posture, stood before them its ail 
Hs native and nidcous deformity. His head was of uneomniou shso^ 
covered witli a fell of sh^gy hair, partly grilled with age; his e^ 
.feows, sliaggy and prominent, overhung a pair of small, dark, pierc- 
ing eyes, set far back 4n their sookets, ttiat rolod with a portentous 
wadness, indicative of a part^l msanity. The rest of im 
were of tto coarse tbugh-he>^ i^mp with which a painter would 
equip a ^ant in romance; te wluch 'W'as added the wild, irregular, 
and peculiar expression, so often seen: in the countenances of those 
whose persons are deformed.. jHis body, <hiek and sttuare^like that 
of a man of middle size^ was mounted upon two large feet; but nature 
seemed to have forgotten the legs and the thighs, or tlmy were so 
very short as to be hidden by the dress which he wore. His arihs 
were long and brawny, furnished with two muscular hafads, anilj 
where uncovered in the eagerness of liis labour, were shagged with 
coarse black hair: It seemed as if nature had originally mtended 
the separate parts of Ins body to be, the members of a giailt. but had 
afterwards capriciously assigned them to the person of a dwari*, so 
ai did the length of bis arms and the iron strength of Lis frame 
correspond with the shpttuesa of his stature. IBs clothing was a 
sort of coarse brown tunic, like a monk’s frock, girt round liim with 
a bolt of seal-skiu. On his head ho btkl a cap made of badger’s skin, 
or some other rough ftir, which added considerably to the grotesque 
effect of his whole appearance, and overshadowed features, whose 
liahitual expression seemed tliat of sullen malignant misanthropy. 

This remarkabte Dwarf gazed on the two youths in silence, ‘with 
a dogged and irritated look, until Emmclitf, willing to soothe liini 
into better temjier, observed, ^'You ate hard tasked, my friend; 
sillow iis to assist you." 

Elliot and lie accordingly placed the stone, by their joint eflbrts, 
upon the rising wall. The Dwarf watched them with the eye of a 
taskmaster, and testified, by peevish gestures, Ms impatience at the 
time which tliey took in adjustmg the stone. He pointed to anoiher 
—they raised it also— to a third, to a fourth — ^they continued to 
humour him, though with some trouble, for he assigned them, as if 
mtcptioiially, the heaviest fragments which lay near. 

And now, friend," said Elliot, as the unreasonable Dwarf intli- 
^ted another stone larger than any they had moved, *•' Earnscliff mav 
do as he likes ; but he ye man or be ye waur^ deil be in my fingers if 
I break my back vd* heaving thac stanes ony langor like a barrow- 
man. without getting sae muckle as thanks for my pains.” 

^ " Thanks 1” exclaimed the Dwaif, with a motion expressive of the 
utmost contempt— « There— take them, tind fatten upon them ! 
Take them, and. may they thrive with you as they have done with 
me— as they have done with every mortal worm that ever lieard 
the word spoken by liis follow reptile ! Hence— either labour or 
. begone !” 



is a fine reward we . have, EarnscliS; for building a taber**; 
nade for the devil, and prejudicing our ain souls into the bargain^ 
for. what we ken.” 

“ 0«r presence,” answered l&shi&iiWi only to irritate liis 

; we had better leave him^ and eehd some o^e to provide luni 
with food and necessaries.” . ■ , . * ^ 

They did so. The servant despatdliedfor fhiapur^e found ]dio 
Bwari still labouring at his w^ but could , not extzuet a word fitful 
him. The lad, infocted with the superstitions of the country^ ^d 
notloi^^persist in an attempt to intrude^ questions or advice on on 
sfogukr a figifre, but having placed the articles which he bad brought 
forlds U8e>on^^etaneat 8omed^^ he left them at themisan- 
throws disposal. . . 

The Dwarf m*oceOded in lus labours, day after day. witli an assi* 
duity so incredible as to appear almost supernatural. In one day 
he often seemed to have done the work of two men, and his building 
soon assumed the appearance of Uie walls of a hut, which, though 
fery small, and constructed only of stones and tnri\ without any 
mortar, exhibited, from the. unusual si^e of the atones employed, an 
appearance of solidity very uncommon for a cottage of such narrow 
dimensions and rude construction. Eamsclifi*, attentive to Ins mo-, 
tions, no sooner perceived to what they tended, than he sent down a 
number of spars of wood suitable for forming the roof, which he 
caused to he left in the neighbourhood of the spot, resolving next 
day to send Workmen to put them up. But his purpose was antici- 
))ated, for iu the evening, during the night, and early m the morning, 
the Dwarf had laboured so hard, and witii such ingenuity, that he 
had nearly completed the adjustment of the raf‘ters. nh next labour 
was to cut rushes and thatch his dwelling, a task which he performed 
witli singular dexterity, ? ' 

As he seemed averse to receive any aid beyond the odcasioiml 
assistance of a passenger, inatenals suitable to his purpose, and took, 
were supplied to him, in the use of which he piwcd to be skilful, 
lie constructed the door and window of his cot, lie adjusted a rude 
bedstead, and a few shelves, and appeared to become somewhat 
soothed m his temper as his accommodations increased. 

Ilis next task was to form a strong enclosure, and to cultivate the 
land within it to the best of his power ; until, by transporting mould, 
and working up wluit was upon the spot, he formed a patch of gai*-^ 
den-groiuid! It must be naturally suppose!^ that, as above liinted, 
this solitary being received iissistunco occasionally from such travel- 
lers as cr<xssed tlie moor by oliance, as well as from several who went 
from curiosity to visit his works. It was, indeed, impossible to sec a 
liiiratin creature, so unfitted, at first sight, foi* hard labour, toiling 
with such imreiuittmg assiduity, without stopping a few minutes to 
aid him in his ta.sk; and, as no one of liis occasional assistants -wsA 
acquain tod with the degree of help which the Dwarf had received 
fnmi otlicrs, the celerity of his progress lost none of its marvels in 
tUckoyes. TJie strong and compact appearance of the cottage, 
f(»rmed iu so very short a space, and by such a being, and the suije- 
rior skill wliidi he displayed in mechanica, and in other arts, gave 
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BtiBfmcm. to the surrotmding neigfhbours. They insisted, thei, lif he 
vat not a phantom, — ^au opinion which was now abandoned, since he 
plainly appea;aed a beiniT of blood and^ l^ne with themselves^ — 

Be must be in dose leagrue witli the^ invisible worl<^ and. have cho^n 
that sequestered spot to carry on his communication with them un-^ 
disturbed. They insisted, though in a different sense from the pbilo- 
eqphei*'s application of the phrase, that he was never lens alone -l^hiui 
w£^ alone ; and that from the heights which commanded the moor 
at a distance, passengers often discovered a person at work along 
■Sidth this dweller of the desert, who regularly disappeared as soon as 
they approached dosor to the cottage, ouch a figure w^ also 
boeasionally seen sitting beside him at the door, walking with him 
in the moor, or assisting him in fetching water from his fountain. 
Earnscliflf explained this phenomenon by supposing it to be the 
Dwarf's shadow. 

Deil a shadow has he,” replied Hobbie Elliot, who was a strenu- 
ous defender of the general pinion ; " he's ower far in wi' the Auld 
Ane to hai^ a shadow. Besiaes,” he argued more logically, “ wIjA 
ever lieard of a shadow that cam between a body and the sun ? and 
tills thing, be it what it wiU, is thinner and taller than the body 
liimsell, and has been seen to come between him and the sun inair 
than anes or twice either.” 

These suspicions, which, in any other part of the country, might 
have been attended with investigations a little inconvenient to the 
supposed wizard, were here only jiroductive of respect and awe. The 
recluse being seemed somewhat gratified by the marks of timid 
veneration with which an occasional passenger approached his dwell- 
ing, the look of startled surprise with which he surveyed his person 
and his premises, and the hurried step with which he pressed uis re- 
treat as be passed the awful spot. The boldest only stopped to 
gratify their curiosity by a hasty glance at the walls of his cottage 
and garden, and to apologize for it by a courteous salutation, which 
the inmate somelames deigned to return by a word or a nod. Earns- 
cliff often passed that way. and seldom without inquiring after the 
solitary inmate, who seem^ now to have arranged Ins establishment 
for life. 

It was impossible to engage, him in any conver^jatiuii on Jiis own 
personal oftairs *, nor was he communicative or accessible in talking 
on any other subject whatever, although he seemed to have cousider- 
;ably relented in the extreme ferocity of his misantliropy, or rather 
to be less frequently visited with the fits of derangement of which 
this w^ a symptom. No argument could prevail upon liim to accept 
any thing beyond the simplest necessaries, although much more was 
offered by Earusclifif out of charity and by his more superstitious 
^ghlmurs from other motives. Hie beuents of these last he repaid 
by advice, when consulted (as at length he slowly was) on their 
^diseases, or tliose of their cattle. He often furmshed them witli 
jaaedieines also, and seemed possessed, not only of such as were the 
produce of the country, but of foreign drugs. He gave these per- 
sons to understand, that his name was Elshender the Recluse ; but 
his popular epithet soon came to be Gann/ Elshic, or the Wise 



Wi^ht of Muckleatane-Moor. Some extended tlieir iqtia‘iea 'b^oiid 
their bodily complaints, and revested advice upon, other matters, 
which he delivered with an or&iiilar shrewdness iSiat ^eatly eou« 
drmed tlie opinion of his possessini^^eternathrai sii^L The querists 
usually left some offering* Upon a stone/ at a distaiKse froin his dwell* 
iug ; if it was money, or any* ar^cle which did not suit him to accept, 
he either threw it away, or suffered it to remain where it was 
out making use of it. On all occaidons his manners were rude and 
unsocial; and hiswoi’ds, in number, jiist sufficient to express ht$ 
meaning as briefly as possible, and he shunned all communicatiimi 
tliat went a syllable beyond the matter in hand. When winter had 
passed away, and his garden began to afford him herbs and vege*^ 
tables, he confined iiiinself ahaost entirely to those articles of food. He 
accepted, notmthstanding, a pair of slm-goats fi’om Earnsclilf*, which 
fed on the moor, and supplied him with milk. 

When Earnsclift* found his gift had been received, he soon after- 
wards paid the hermit a visit. The old man w’as seated on a broad 
flat stone near his garden door, whidi was the seat of scitmee he 
usually occupied when disposed to receive his patients or cKents. 
Tlie mside or his hut, and that of liis garden, he kept as sacred from 
limn an intrusion as the natives of Otaheite do their Morai; — appa- 
rently he would have deemed it polluted by the step of any human 
being. Wlieu he shut himself up in his habitation, no entreaty could 
lu’cvail upon him to make himself visible, or to give audience to any 
one whomaoever. 

Earnscliff had been fishing in a small river at some distance. ‘ Ife 
Jiad his rod in his hand, and lu.s basket, filled with trout, at his 
slioulder. He sate down upon a stone nearly (mposite to the DwaifJ 
who, familiarized with liis presence, took no faiths notice of him 
tlian by elevating Ids huge mis-shai>cn head for the purpose of staring 
at him, and then again sinking it upon his bosom, as if in profound 
meditation. Earnscliff looked around lum, jmd observed that tlie 
hermit had increased his accommodations, by the construction of a 
shed for the reception of Ids goats. . ^ 

“ You labour hard, Elshie, he said, willing to lead this singular 
being into conversation. 

l^abour,” re-echoed the Dwarf, " is the mildest evil of a lot so 
miserable as that of mankind; better to labour like me, than s]>ort 
like you.^' 

i cannot defend the humanity of our ordinary rural sports, 
Elslue, and yet 

“ And yet,” interrupted the Dwarf, they are better than your . 
ordinary business; better to exercise idle and wanton cmcl^ on 
mute fishes than on your fellow-creatures. Yet why should 1 say 
so ? Why should not the w^hole human herd butt, gore, and gome : 
upon each other, till all arc extirpated but one huge and over-^ 
Behemoth, and he, when he had throttled and gnawed the bones 
all his fellows — he, when his prey fsiled him, to be roaring whp&' 
days for lack of food, and, finally, to die, inch by inch, of famme-JS% 
w^ere a consummation worthy of the race !” i* 

“Your deeds arc better, Elshie, than your words,” answered 
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fi«rtisdiff$ **you latwur to pre^iom the race whom your ttdBan-* 
thropy slanders." 

“ 1 do ; but why ?— ^Hearken.— You are oue ou whom I look with 
the least loathiugr^ and 1 care not, if, contrary to my wont, I waste a 
few words in compassion to jo\vt infatuated bliudncvss. If 1 cannot 
send disease into families, and nmrraiti amon^ the liords, can 1 
attain the same end so well as by prolon^inff the lives of those who 
can serve the purple of destructiDn m eflfectualJ} ?— If Alice of 
Bower had died in winter^ would yoxins Euthwin have been slain for 

re the last soring?— Who ^ou^t of penninpe their cattle be- 

neatli the tower when the Red Reiver of Westbumflat was deemed 
to be ou bis death -bod?— -My draughts, my skiH, recovered liim. 
And, now, who dare leave hia herd upon the lea without a watch, or 
go to bed without unchaining the sleuth-hound ?” 

“ 1 own.” answered Earnacliff, “you did little good to Boci(‘ty by 
the last or those eiirea. But, to bdauce the evil, there is iny fnend 
llobbie. honest llobhie of the lleugh-foot, your skill relieved hi»n 
last winter in a fever that might have cost him his life.” 

“ Thus think the children of clay in their ignorance,” said the 
Dwai*f, smiling maliciously, “and thus they sjieak in their folly. 
Have YOU marked the young cub of a wild cat tiiat has been domes- 
ticated, liow sportive, how playful, how gentle, — ^but trust him with 
your game, }our lambs, your iioultry, bii inbred ferocity breaks 
forth ; ho gripe 4, tears, ravages, and devours.” 

“ Such IS the aniTnars instinct,” answered KarnsclUV; “hut what 
has that to do with Hobbie?” 

“ It is his emblem— it is his picture,” retorted the Reclu^e. “He 
is at present tame, quiet, and domesticated, for lack of op]>ortunjty 
to exercise his inhorn propensities; but let the trumjiet of war ^cmiid 
-—let the young blood-hound snuff blood, he will be as ferocious as 
the wildest of his Border ancestors that ever fired a helpless peasunfs 
al^de. Can you deny, that even at present he often urges you to 
take bloody revenge for an injury received when you were a boy?”— 
Earnsclift* started ; the Recluse appeai’cd not to observe his suf f)ri**o, 
and proceeded— “ Tlio trumpet will blow, the jouug bl(jo(l-hoiiml 
mil lap blood, and I will laugh and say, For tliis have 1 ])rc‘*oi‘ved 
th^l” lie pamsed, and continued,— “ «ueh arc my cures ;-~thoir 
object, their purpose, perpetuating the mass of miseiy, and playing 
even in this desert my pai*t in the general tragedy. Were you ou 
your sick bed, I might, in compassion, send you a cup of poison.” 

1 am much obliged to you, Elshio, and certainly bhall not 
fail to consult you, with bo comfortable a hotio from your tishi'«*t- 
anee.” 

“ Do not flattet yourself too lar,” replied the Hermit, “ with tlie 
hope that I will positively yield to the frailty of pity. Why should 
I snaiich a dupe, so well fitted to endure the miseries of liu? as you 
are, from the wretcheduc'ss which his own visions, and the villainy of 
the worm, preparing for him? Wliy should I play the cr>mj>as- 
sionate Indian, and knocking out the brains of the captive with my 
tomahawk, at once spoil the three days’ amusement of my kindred 
tnhe, at the very moment when tlie lirands were lighted, tlic pincers 



heat.ed, tlie cauldrons boilinir? ^ kuir^s ^arpened^ to toar, Hcorcli^ 
seotHo, and scarify the intended victim 

A dreadful picture you present to me' of life* Elshie; but I am 
not daunted by it/' returned Earnsclift* ^ Wc afe sent here, in one 
sense* to bear and to suffer r but, in another, to do and to eiyoy. 
liie active day has its evening^ of repose; even patient sufferance 
bos its alleviations, where there k a consolatory sense of duty dis« 
charffed." 

** 1 spurn at the slavish and bestial doctrine," said the Dwarf, 
life eyes kindling with insane fury, — I spurn at it, as worthy 
only of the beasts that perish ; but I will waste no more words wit« 
you." 

He rose Imstily; but, ere he withdrew into the hut, he added, 
with great vehemence, Yet, lest you still think my apparent be- 
nefits to mankind flow fi'om the stupid and servile source, called 
love of our fellow-creatures, know, that were there a man who 
had annihilated luy souls dearest hope — who had torn my heart to 
mammocks, and seared my brain till it flowed like a volcano, and 
were that man’s fortune and life in my pow’cr as completely as 
this frail potsherd," (be snatched up an earthen cup which stood 
beside him,) ‘‘ I would not dash him into atoms thus”—(h6 flung 
the vessel with ftlry against the wall,) — No ! " (ho spoke more 
composedly, but with the utmost bitterness,) " 1 would jiamper 
Ijiru with wealth and power to inflame his evil jmsions, and to fulfil 
his evil dc^signs; he should lack no means of vice and villainy; 
ho should be the centre of a whirlpool that itself should know nei- 
ther rest iioi* peace, but boil wth unceasing furj^, while it wrecked 
every goodly shiiJ that approached its limits I he should be an earth- 
<liiako callable of shaking the very land in which he dwelt, and 
remleriiig all its inhabitants fricnclless, outcast, and miserable — 
as 1 ami” 

The wretched being rushed into his hut as he uttered these last 
words, shutting the door with furious violence, and rapidly drawing 
tvro bolts, one after another, as if to exclude tlie intrusion of any one 
of that hated race, wlto had thus lashed his soul to frenzy. Earns- 
clifi* left the moor with mingled sensations of pity and horror, pon- 
dering what strange and mmancholy cause could nave reduced to bo 
miserable a state of mind, a man whose language argued him to be 
of rank and education much superior to the vulgar. He was also 
surprised to see how much particular information a person who bad 
lived in that country so short a time, and in so recluse a manner, 
liad been able to collect resi>ecting the dispositions and private 
afiairs of the inhabitants. 

‘‘ It is no wonder," he said to himself, tlmt with such extent of 
information, such a mode of life, so uncouth a figure, and sentiments 
so virulently misanthropic, this unfortunate should be regarded by 
the vulgar as in league with tlie Enemy of Mankind." 
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CHAPTER V. 

TIio blcalsiest rock upon tho loneliest heath 
Feels, la its harrenness, some touch of spring ; 

And, in tho April Aavr, or beam of May, 

Its moss and lichen A'oshen and revive ; 

And thus tho heart, most sear'd to htnrum pleasjiiro, 

Melts at the tear, joys ^ tho smile, of woman. 

BBAUMO:!tT. 

As tlie soasoii advanced^ tlie weather became more genial, and tlie 
Reclusje was more frequently found oocupyingf the broad flat stone 
in the front of his mansion. As he sate tlun*® one day, about the 
hour of noon, a party of g’eijtlenien and ladies, well mounted, and 
niiinerouftly attended, swept across the heath at some distance from 
his dwelling'. Dogs, hawjcs, and led^horses, swelled the retinue, 
and the air resounded at inferYh.ls with the Acer of the hunters, 
and the sound of horns blown by the attendants. The Recluse 
w^as about to retire into his mansion at Uie sight of a train so 
joyous, when three young ladies, with their attendants, wdio had 
made a circuit, and detacned themselves from their parly, in order 
to gratify their curiosity by a sight of the Wise Wight of Miicklc- 
stane-Mo‘or, came suddenly up, ere he could effect his purpose. 
The first shrieked, and put her hands before her eyes, at sight of an 
object so unusually deformed. Ihe second, with a hystericiu giggle, 
which slic intended should disguise her terrors, asked the Recluse, 
whether he could tell their fortune. The third, who was best 
mounted, best dressed, and incomjiarabl}^ the best-looking of tlio 
three, advanced, as if to cover the incivility of her companions. 

We liave lost the right path that leads through tl>cse morasses, 
and our party have gone forward without us/^ said the young lady, 
“ Seeing you, father, at the door of youi* house, wo have turned tins 
w^ay to 

"Hushl” interrupted the Dwarf; "so young, and already so 
artful? You came — you know you came, to exult in the con- 
sciousness of your own youth, wenlUi, and beauty, by contrasting 
them with age, poverty, and deformity. It is a fit employment for 
the daughter of your father; but O how unlike the child of your 
mother !’' 

" DidjMj^then. know my parents, and do you know me ? ” 

" is the first time you have crossed my waking eyes, but 

I Jiave piryou in ray dreams.^' 

MKur dreams?" 

MIy, Isabel Vere. Wliat hast thou, or thine, to do with my 
(Eng thoughts?" 

waking thoughts, «ir," said the second of Miss Vere’s com- 
f^ihlgwitii a sort of mock gravity, " are fixed, doubtless, 
3oi®,folly can only intiaide on your sleeping moments." *| 
3v|p thine," retorted the Dwan, more spleiietically than beeaihe 
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a pliilosoplicr or liermit, folly exercises an unlimited empire, asleep 
or awake.” 

‘‘Lord bless us! ” said the la^j^‘Iie's a prophet, sure enough.” 

“ As surely,” continued the Keeluse, “ as thou art a woman. A 
woman ! — I should have said a lady — a fine lady. You asked me to 
tell your fortune-^it is a simple ow ; an endless diafije through life 
after follies not worth catching, and, when caught, successively 
tlirown away — a chase, pursued &om the days of tottering infancy to 
those of old age upon his crutches. Toys and merry-makings in 
childhood— .love audits absurdities m youth— spadille and basto in 
age, shall succeed each other as objects of pursuit— flowers and biit- 
tei-tlies in spring— butterflies and thistle-down in summer — withered 
leaves in autumn and winter— oH pursued, all caught, all flung aside* 
—Stand apart ; your fortune is said.” 

“ All caught^ however,” retorted ttie laughing fair one, who was a 
cousin of Miss Veto’s ; “ that's something, Nancy,” she continued, 
turning to the timid damsel who had first approached the Dwarf ; 

“ will you ask your fortune ? ” 

“ Not for worlds,” said she, drawing back 5 “I liave heard oiough 
of yours.” 

“ W ell, then,” said Miss lldcrton, offering money to the Dwarf, 
“I’ll pay for mine, as if it were spoken by ah oracle to a princess.” 

“ Truth,” said tJie soothsayer, “ can neither be bought nor 
sold ; ” and he pushed back her proffered offering with morose 
disdain. 

“Well, then,” said the lady, “I’ll keep my money, Mr Elshcuder, 
to asfust me in the chase I am to pursue.^ 

“ You will need it,” replied the cynic | “ without it, few pursue suc- 
cessfully, and fewer arc themselves pursued. Stop ! ” he said to Miss 
Vere, as her companions moved off, “ witli you I have more to sav. 
You have what your companions would wish to have, or be thougut 
to have— beauty, wealth, station, accomplishments.” 

“ Forgive my following my cotni)anions, father ; I am proof both 
to flattery and fortuue-t<3ling.” ' 

“ Stay, continued the Dwarf, with his hand on her horse’s rein, 

“ 1 am ho common soothsayer, and I am no flatterer. All the advan- 
tages I have detailed, all and each of tlieiu have their corresponding 
evils — unsuccessful love, crossed aftectious, the gloom of a con- 
vent, or an odious allumcc. J, who wish ill to all mankind, can- 
not wish more evil to you, so much is yoiu* course of life crossed 
by it.” 

“ And if it be, father, let mo enjoy the readiest solace of adversity 
while prosp(n*ity is in my power. You are old ; you are poor ; your ; 
habitation is far from human aid, were you ill, or in want ; your 
tiituation, in many respects, exposes you to the su.spie.ious of the vul- 
gar, which are too apt to breaK out into actions of brutality. Det. . 
me think I have mended the lot of one human being! Accept of 
such assistance as I have power to offer ; do this for my sake, if not 
for your own, that when these evils arise, which you prophesy per- 
haps too truly, 1 may not have to reflect, that the hours 01 my 
hiiippier time have been passed altogether in vain,” 
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llie old mftn fuiswered with a broken voice, and almost without 
addressing himself to the young lady,— 

^ Yes, 'tis thus thou shouldst think — ^'tisthus thou shouldst speak, 
if ever human speech and thought kept touch with each other 1 They 
dp not— they do noWAlas! they cannot. And yet— wait here an 
instant — stir not till my r^um," He went to liis little gai’den, and 
returned witli a half-blown rose. ThoU hast made me shed a tear, 
the first which has wet my eydids for many a year ; for that good 
deed receive this token of gratitude. It is but a common nose ; pre- 
serve it, however, and do not part with it. Come to me in your hour 
of advei-sity. Shew me that rose, or but one leaf of it, were it 
withered as my heart is — if it should be in my fiercest and wild^t 
movements of rage against a hateful world, still it will recal gentler 
thoughts -to my bosom, and perhaps afford happier prospects to tMne 
But no jnessage,” he exclaimed, rising into his usual mood of misaii- 
ithropy,— no go-between! Come tnyself; and the heart and the 
doors tiiat are slmt against every other earthly being, shall open to 
thee and to thy soitows. And now pass on." 

He let go the bridle-rein, and the young lady rode on, after ex- 
pressing her thanks to this singular being, as well as her surprise at 
the extraordinary nature of his address would permit, often* turning 
back to look at the Dwarf, who still remained at the door of his habi- 
tation, and watched her progress over the moor towards her father's 
castle of Eliieslaw, until the brow of the hill hid the party from his 
sight. 

The ladies, meantime, jested with Miss Vere on the strange inter- 
view they had just had with the far-famed Wizard of the Moor. 

Isabella has all the luck at home and abroad ! Her hawk strikes 
down the black-cock 5 her eyes wound the gallant ; no chance for 
her poor companions and kinswomen; even the conjuror cannot 
escape the fdi’ce of her cliarms. You should, in compassion, cease to 
be such an engrosser, my dear Isabel, or at least set up shop, and 
sell off all the goods you do not mean to keep for your own use.” 

*^you shall have them all,” replied Miss vere, ‘^and the conjuror 
to boot, at a very easy rate.” 

No 1 Nancy shau have the conjuror,” said Miss Ildertoii, to 
supply deficiencies ; she 's not quite a witch herself, you know.” 

“ liord, sister.,” answered the yoimger Miss Jlderton, what could 
I do with so frightful a monster ! 1 kept my eyes shut, after once 
glancing at him ; and, I protest, I thought I saw him still, though I 
winked as close as ever X could.” 


“ That's a pity,” said her sister; ever while you live, Nancy, 
choose an admirer whose faults can be hid by winking at them. 
Well, then, 1 must take him myself, 1 suppose, and put liim into 
mamma's Japan cabinet, in order to shew that Scotland can produce 
a specimen of mortal clay moulded into a form ten thousand times 
uglier than the imaginations of Canton and Pekin, fertile as they are 
in monsters, have immortalized in porcelain.” 

is something,” said Miss Vere, ‘‘so melancholy in the si- 
Ittatiofi of this poor man, tliat I caimot enter into your mirth, Lucy, 
BO readily as usual. If ne has no resources, how is he to exist in this 
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waste country, livings, as he does, at such a distance from mankmd ? 
and if‘ he has the means of securing occasional assistance, will not 
the very suspicion that he is possessed of them, expose him to plun- 
der and assassination by some of our unsettled neighbours ? ” 

“ But you forget that they say he is a warlock,” said Nancy Bder- 
ton, 

" Aud, if his magic diabolical should fail him,” rejoined her sister^ 
“ I would have him trust to his magic natural, and thrust his enor- 
mous head, and most preternatural visage, out at his door or window, 
full in view of the assailants, Th^ boldest robber that ever rode 
would hardly bide a second glance of him. Well, I vnj&h 1 had the 
use of that Gorgon head of fiis for only one half hour.” 

For what purpose, Lucy ? ” said Miss Vere. 

‘‘Oil would frighten out of the castle that dark, stiff, and stately 
Sir Frederick Langley, that is so ^eat a favourite with vour father, 
and so little a favourite of yours. I protest I shall be obliged to the 
Wizard as long as I live, if it were only for the half hour's relief from 
that man's company, which we have gained by deviating from the 


party to visit Elsliie.” 

“ What would you say, tlien,*' said Miss Vere, in a low tone, so as 
not to he hoard by the younger sister, who rode before them, the 
narrow path not admitting of their moving all throe abreast, — 
“ What would you say, my dearest,Luey, if it wore proposed to you 
to endure his company for Ufe ?” 

“ ? I would say, No, no, no, three times, each louder than an- 


other, till they should hear me at Carlisle.” 

“ And Sir IVederick would say then, nineteen nay-says are half a 
grant.” 


“ That,” replied Miss Lucy, “ depends entirely on the manner in 
whicli tlic nay-says are said. Mine should have not one grain of 
concession in them, I promise you.” 

“ But if your father,” said Miss Vere, “ were to say,—- Thus do, 
or ” 

“ I would stand to the consequences of his or, were he the most 
cruel father that ever was recorded in romanc^ to fill up the’ al- 
ternative.” 

“ And what if he threatened you with a Catholic aunt, an abbess, 
and a cloister ? ” 

“ Then,” said Miss llderton, “ I would threaten him with a Pro- 
testant sou-in-law, and be glad of an opportunity to disobey him for 
conscience sake. And now that Nancy is out of hearing, let me 
really say, I think you would be excusable before God and mmi for 
resisting this preposterous match by every means in your power. A 
proud, dark, ambitious man ; a caballor against tlie state ; infamous 
for his avarice aud severity ; a bad son, a bad brother, unkind and 
ungenerous to all his relatives— Isabel, I would die rather than have 
him,” , 

“ Don 't let my father hear you give mo such advice,” said Miss 
Vere, “ or adieu, my dear Lucy, to Ellieslaw-Castle.” 

“ And adieu to Ellieslaw-Castle, with all my heart,” said herfhend, 
“ if I once saw you fairly out of it, and settled mider some k&ider 
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protector than lie whom nature has given voiu O, if my poor fatlier 
liad been in his former health, how glamy would ho have received 
and Hheltored you, till tliia ridiculous and cruel persecution were 
blown over ! ” „ 

“ Would to God it had been so, my dear Lucy ! answered 
Isabella; but 1 fear, that, in your fatlior’s weak state of health, 
he would be altogether imable to protect me against the means 
which would be immediately used for reclaiming the poor fu- 
gitive.” 

I fear so, indeed,” replied Miss Ilderton ; ^ but we will consider 
and devise something. Now that jour father and his guests seem 
so deeply engaged in some mysterious plot, to judge from the pass- 
ing and returning of messages, from the strange ftices which appear 
and disappear without being announced by them names, from the 
collecting and deaning of arms, and the anxious gloom and bustle 
wliich seem to agitato every male in the castle, it may not be im- 
possible for us (always in case matters be driven to extremity) lo 
shape out some little supplemental conspiracy of onr own. I Jiopc 
the gentlemen have not kept all the policy to themselves ; and tliore 
is one associate that I would gladly admit to oim counsel.” 

. Not Nancy ?” 

“ O, no ! ” said Miss Ilderton ; “ Nancy, though an excellent goo<l 
girl, and fondly attached to you, would make a dull conspirator — as 
dull as Renault and all the other subordinate plotters in Venice Pre- 
served. No; this is a Jafflcr, or Pierre, if you like the character 
better ; and yet, though I know I shall please you, 1 am afiaid 
to mention nis name to you, lest 1 vex you at tlio same time. 
Can you not guess? Something ahont an eagle and a rock— it 
does not begin with eagle in English, but something ’\'ei'y like it in 
Scotch. 

‘‘ You cfinnot mean young Earnscliff, Lucy?” said Miss Vcrc, 
blushing deeply, 

“And whom else should I mean?” said Lucy. “ JafRers and 
PieiTe.s are very scarce in this country', I fake it, llioiigli one could 
find Renaults and Bedamars enow.” 

“ How^ can you talk so wildly, Liuj? Your ])L\j’s and romances 
have positively turned your brain. You know, thart, 3ndei)endent of 
my father’s consent, without which I never will marry any one, and 
which, in the case you point at, would never be granted; indepen- 
den tf too, of our knowing nothing of young* Earnsclifi”s inclinations, 
but by your own wild conjectures and fanoies— besides all this, there 
is the fatal brawl!” 

“ AVhoii his fatlier w\as killed?” said Lucy. “ But that was very 
long ag'o ; and I hope w^e Iiavc outlived the time of bloody feud, w hen 
a qu^jel was carried down between two families Irom father to son, 
likea^^paiiisli game at eliess, and a murder or two committed in 
every generation, just to kcf? the matter fj om going to sleep. We 
4o w ith Qur quarrels now-a*ilays as with our clothes ; cut them out 
ourselves, and wear them out in our own day, and should no more 
ik of resenting our father’s feuds, than of wearing their slashed 
blets and trunk-hose.” 
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You trent Ihifs i\ir ioo Lucy,” an^iwei’ccl Miss Vcro. 

“ Nt>fc a bit, iny deur Isiibelia,” saiil Lucy. “ Consider, your 
ihor, Ihou.iyli picseiit in tlie unhappy allray, is never supposed to 
have struck the fatal blow; besides, in fortner times, in case of 
mutual slau< 4 ’hter between clans, suDsequent alliances were so far 
from bein.ir excluded, that the hand of a daugfhter or a sister, was 
the most frequent gugo of reconciliation You Inulffh at my skill in 
rqmunce ; hut, I assure j^ou, should your history be written, like 
that of many a less distressed and less deserving heroine, tlm 
well'jud‘^in.£‘' re?ider would set you down for the lady and the 
love of liiarnseliff, from the very obstacle wdiich you sU2>posc so iiw ' 
feunnounlable.” 

“ Ilut these are not the days of romance, but of sad reality, for 
there stands tlie castle of Kllieslaw.” 

“ And there stands Sir Frederick Langiev at the gate, wnitin^j to 
assist the ladies from their palfrevs. I would as lief touch a toad ; I 
will disappoint him, and take old llorsingtou the groom for my master 
of the horse.” 

So saying:, tin* lively young lady switched her palfrey forward, and 
nassing Sir Frederick with a familiar nod as he stood ready to take 
Jier horses rein, she cantered on, and jumped into the arms of the 
old groiim. Fain would IsabelTa have done the same had she dared ; 
but her father stood ni'ar, displeasure already darkening on a conn- 
tonance peculiarly (pnilifitHl to express the harslier passions, and she 
was coinpcllod to receive tlic uiiwelcomo assiduities of her detested 
suitor. 


CHAPTER VI. 

V'i not IIS that fire sijulrcs of tlio night’s hoay bo callcrt thieves of the day's booty j lot 
us be J>jjiJa’s fojvstor.s, goutJenion of the shade, minions of the ino(»n, 

Jlenry the /•'ourth^ J*art I. 

Tun Soli I ary had consumed tlic remainder of fliat day in which he 
had the interview witli the youngr ladies, within the precincts of his 
garden. Evening a^nin found liim seated on his favourite stone. 
'J'lie .sun setting red, and among seas of rolling clouds, tlircw a 
ifloomy lustre over the moor, and gave a deeper puiqile to the 
broad outline of IieaUiy mountains wliicli surrounded this desohite 
spot. Tlie Dwarf sate watching the clouds as they lowered above 
end) other in masse.s of conglomerated' vapours, and, as a strong 
lurid beam of the sinking luminary dtjrted full on his solitary and 
imcoiUlt figure, he might well have seemed tlie demon of the storm 
wliicli was gathering, or some gnome summoned forth from the 
recesses of the eartli by the subterraneau signals of its approtieh. 
As he sate, thus, with his dark eye turned towards the scowling 
and l)lack cuing heaven, a horseman rode rapidly up to liini, and 
st(jpping, as if to lot his horse breathe for an instant, made a 
sort (*f obeisance to the anchoret, with an air betwixt eflroiitery iind 
embarrassment. 

The figure of the rider w'us thin, tall, and ^rlciuler, but remarkably 

Q 




iiiltMie, btay, nad alwjwy j ^ ono who M ^ hw life M<ma . 

vioKmt ex«'ei«*s which preTOH* the htttaaa tom m- 
:<ert#iiig la Iralk, while theyhwden todcoafim to habit «» mu^ 
|l^ towers. His ftito, (Sto-featured, WB-bamfc aud freckled 
M '« feter espressito «# irteleftce, imptid«we, wd cuniimi, em*li 
i# which seemed ritoKnateWlio predominate dver the others. Sandy, 
coloured hair, and roddWb throws, from under which 1'“*®“ 
'fcrth his sharp groy ^ isompteted title in^pieioiw outlme of 
th <5 iiorijeuian’s pj^sioguOficty. Ha ..had pistolsun tos lioktcrs, aiid 

inotlier pair pee^ from liift had taken some pams 

to oonceal them hy huttbpiPg Ms dopWet. He wore a ritsied 
head-piece; a buff jacket ofrathm^ an '.antique cast; gloves, 
of which that for the right hand was covered with stnairseraea ct 
ii'onj like iui ancient gauntlet ; and a long bi'iiadsword completcu Ins 


the Dwarf, «rapMe and murder once more on liorse- 

"On li(>rseback?''fiaid the handit; "ay, ay,Ei.<liio, your IoccIn 
ta’aft inia set me on the bonny bay again.” , , . 

"And all those promises of amendment which you iniule uurnig 
your illness forgotten ? ” eoiitinued Klshender. ^ 

" ■Ml clear away, with the water-saPB and panada,” returned the 
unabashed convaJ'esoeiit. " Ye ken, Elshie, for they say ye are wci I 
■^acquent wi’ the gentlem*an, 


‘ Whea tbo aovll wus ploh, the devil a Trvpfilt would he, 
Wlien the devil was wfcU, the devil a monk was he.' ” 


" 'JTliou say ’st true,” said the,Solitary ; " as well divide a wolf from 
bis appetite ‘for c^irimge, or a.raven from her scent of sLuigliter, as 
thee from thy accursed propeir^tics” 

" Why, what would you hate me' to do ? It borti witli me— lie ; 
ill my vei*y blude and bane. Why, mail, the lads of Westburniial, 
foi’ ten liuig de8cen|(i, have been rcivera and Jiffcors. Tlu'y have all 
iU*unk hard, lived high^ hiking deep i^venge for liglit offence, luid 
never wanted gear for the wiimiag. ' 

"Bight; aiid thou 'Hrt as th^rotigli-brcd a wolf,” said < he Dwarf, 
" as ever IcMt a lamb-fold at night. On what licHV; cvraud art thou 
hoimdimw?^^ 

: " Can your skill not guess ?” 

" Thus far I know,” said the Dwarf, " tliat thy purpose is bad, thy 
■ <ieed will 1x5 worse, and the issue worst of all.” 

" And you like me tlie better for it, Father Elfibic, ch ? ” said West- 
hnrnflat ; " you always said you did.” 

.. have cause to like all” answered the >Solitary, "that are 
sotiurges to thefr fellow-:creatui*es, and thou art a bloody ono.” 

« Ko— .1 my not guilty to that— never bluidy unless there 's resist- 
.aucc, aPd that sets a man's bristles up, ye kon. And this i.s nae great 
matted, ,afrer a'; just to cut tlic (5omb of a young cock that has been 
clawing a IMe o*wer crouscly.” . 

-I S Not young Eanisdiff?" saidt&o 9 blitary, with some emotion. 

"No;! not young- EarnscBIMipt young Earnscliff yef; Imt bhs 



THfi iSluAUK OWASIF. 


'm 

time .may <?ome. If he will not take warning, and get MiU ba(3t to fho 
burrdW-lown that lie 'h fit for^ and no keep tkelpiiij^ about here de>- 
stroying tlie few deer tliat are left in the ootintry, and pretending to 
act as a magistrate, and writing letters to great folk at luld 
lieekic, about the m^tirbcd state of the htniL Let him take care 
o’ hirasclL" , 

‘^Then it must be Hobbic of the Ileugh-^foot,” said Elfahie. "What 
harm has the lad done you ? 

" Ham ! noe great harm ; but I hear he says I staid away from 
the Ba 'spiel on Kstcni's E ’en, for fear of him ; and it was only for 
fear of the Country Keeper, for there was a warrant against 
I ’ll stand llobbie’s feud, and a’ Ids dun's. But it 's not so much l&f 
that, as to gie him a lesson not to lot his tongue gallop ower fiwly 
about his betters. I trow ho will hae lost Ihc best peu-fcathcr hw 
wing boforo to-mon’ow morning.— Farewell, Elshio ; there’s some 
canny boys waiting for me down amaiig the slmws, owerby ; I will 
see you as I comeback, and bring ye a blithe tnle in rotnvn for your 
leeeli-craft." 

ib*o the Dwarf could collect himself to ropl/, the Reiver of 
burnliat set spurs to bis liorsc. The animal, Htartiiig at oiie of 
stones which lay scattered about, fiew finni the path. The. jrlder" 
exorcised his spurs wilhaiit moderation or mercy. The horse 
CM) no fm'ioiis, reared, kicked, plunged, and bolted like a deer, with 
ids four feet olf the ground at oneo. It was in vain ; the unrelenUn^’ 
rider side as if ho bad been a pnjft of the horse which lie bestrodd< ■ 
ami, after a short but furious contest, compelled the subdued auiibnt 
to proceed upon the path at a rate which soon earned him out'df 
sight of the Solitary. ■'. 

“That villain," exclaimed the Dwarf, — "that cool-blooded, har^. 
doued, um-olenting ruffian, — that.wretchpvliose every thought is iu-i 
fected Avith crimes,— has theAves aird sinews, limbs, strength, and 
aclivity enough, to cojnpel a nobler animal tlian himself to carry huit', 
to the place Avherc ho is to perpetrate his wicketluesH f avLUo had X, 
the Aveakness to wish to put his Avretched victim on las guard, add to, 
Have the helpless family, would see my good intentunm 
hy the decrepitude which cliaijis me to the spot — Why should I wi#'’ 
it Avere otherwise ? Wliat have my screccli-owl voice, my hkb^ua 
form, and my mis-sliapen features, to do Avith the fairer worlanpis^i 
of nature? Tio wot men receive even, my benefits with shrinking 
liorror and ili-snpprossed disgust ? And Avhy shoukl I interest ray* 
self in a race winch accounts me a prodigy and an outcast, and which 
lias treated me as sucli ? No ; by all the ingratitude which I liave 
reaped — hy all the Avrongs Avhieh 1 have sustained — by ray imprison- 
nic*nt, my stripes, my chains, £ will Avrcstle down my fectfngs of re^ 
bellioiis "imraaiiity ! 1 will not be the fool 1 luive been, to sww4\ 
from my principles whenever there Avas an appeal, forsootli, to toy' 
feelings ; as if 1, towards Avhom none shew sympathy, ought to ha^ve 
sympathy Avitli any one. Let Destiny drive fortli her g<^thed i»f 
taronglf'the overwhelmed and trembling mass of humanity ShhB 1 
be the idiot to throw this decrepit foitw, this mis-shwcn lump of. 
mortality, under her wheels, that the Dwarft the Wizard, the llutieh* 
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bftck) maysftvc &oxn debtruclioia souic f«ut fofni woio Hctivc franiCy 
and ^ the wrU clap theii* htwwls at the No, never!— 

And yet ihh £Uio<r-thif> llobbi^ so youn^ and gallant, bo fmuk, ho 
•-I TW think of it no lon^r. i camiot aid him u 1 would, and 1 am 
2 molved--Armlf fesolre^ tliot 1 would not aid hhn, if a wish were 

^ ^Hai^f'^thtts cnM adlib^ny* he retreetod into his hut for shel- 
ter from the storm wliich was jSist approachm^f, and now bcaau to 
burst in hrge and hea^w drops of nui^ The h«#t rays of the sun 
now dSsappom'ed ontiroly. and two or three clap'> of distant tlnmdor 
followed each other at oncf inta^vals^ cdioiug and re-echoing among 
the range of heathy fells like ihc sound of a aistant engagement. 


, CHAPTER VII. 

^ Pi Olid bird of tlio mountain, thy plumo ^lall bo tom U- 

^ m if H ^ a 

Itotum to tby dwelling ( aU lonely return ; 

Fortho blAcknose of lulic^ shall maili oMieio tt 

Aud a vriUl mother scroam o'er her Otmlsitlng broml 

Camprell. 

Tun night continued suUon and stormy ; but morning ro<e m 
it refreshed by tlie rains. Even the AIucKleotaue-Moor, with its 
diroad bleak swells of bai'ren grounds, interspeU'sed with marshy 
pools of water, seemed to smile under the serene inilucnce of the 
fcky, just as good-humour can spread a certain inexpressible charm 
over the plainest human eountenance. The heath was in its thickest 
^ aud deepest bloom* The bees, wliich the Solitary had added to hi^ 
tural establishment, were abroad and on the wing, and filled the air 
with the murmurs of their industry. As the oW man crept out of 
nk little hut, his two she^goats came to mcel) him, and licked his 
liands in gratitude for tlie vegeh^bles with which he supplied them 
from hie garden. "You, at feast,’’ ho said— "you, at least, sec no 
differences in form wdiich can alter your feelings to a benefactor— to 
Tou^ the finest shape that ever sta>tuary moulded would bo an object 
indifference or of alarm, should it present itself instead oJ‘ the 
mis-shapen trunk to whose services you arc accustomed. AVhile I 
was in the w’orld, did I ever meet with such a return of gratitude ? 

. No; the domestic whom 1 liad bred from infancy made mouths at 
me as lie stood behind my chair ; the friend whom 1 had supported 
with my fortune, and for whose sake 1 had even stained — 11— (ho 
atiOpped wife a strong convulsive shudder,) even lie thought me more 
fit for the a^doty of lunatics— for their disgraceful restraints— .for 
thdr cruel privations, than for communicatiou w ith the rest of hu- 
manity. irubcrt alone— aud Hubei't too will one day abandon me. 


AJj^||i||&a piece, one mass of wickodues^ selfishness, and ingrati- 
I ll^■Rtcnes, who sin even in their devotions ; and of such Tiard- 
' *^^ieart, tlnit they do not, without hypoci'isy, even thank tJio 
mself for his warm suu aud puixi air. 
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lie was in tl^ese gloom j soliloquies, he heard thctrftm|» 

of a horse on the otlier e>de of his endosurc^ and a etiroitg clear ba^ 
Yoke singing with the livelinesa inspired by a light heart. 

Canny liobbfn oAiiny Hobble now, 

Caouiy liobbifl IHot. Tso guier alang wt* yoa 


At the same moment^ a large deer greyhoond tpmng orer the 
hermit's fence. It is Yihefi known to the sportsmen in these wii^ 
that the appearance and scent of the goat so much resemble those ol 
tlieir usual objed» of chaM that the bes^broke greyhounds wiQ 
sometimes dy upon them. The dog in question iUstautly puQed doem 
and throttlea one of the hermit’s she-goats^ while Hobble I^ot^ Vhe 
cante up, and jumped from his horse for the purpose, was unable ti 
extricate Uie harmless animal from the fangs of his attendant uhtK 
it was expiring. The Dwarf eyed, ibr afew moments, the canTuIsiY|e 
starts of Ills d^ng favourite, until the poor goat stretched out 
limbs with the twitches and shivering fit of the last agony. He thms 
started into aij^exccss of frem^, and unsheathing a long sharp knifl^ 
or dagger, which he wore under his coa^ he was about to launeh M 
at the dog, when Hobbie, perceiving his purpose, inteiposed, anS 
caught hold of his hand, exdalmiiig,^Let a be tlic hounc^ maii-4st‘ 
a be the hoimdl-^Na, na, Killbi:^ maunna be guided tliat ga^, 
neither.'* 




effort, far more powciM ^an Hobbie expected l^m sud^ a person^ 
freed his wrist from his grasp, and offered Ihe dagger at his beiiiti 
All this was done ih the twinKlingof aheyG,andt]ieincensed BtsNpm 
might have completed his%engeanee by lounging the weap^^^ 
Klnot’s bosom, had he not been checked V ^ internal" impuli^ 
which made him hurl the knife to a distance. 

‘‘ No," be exclaimed as he thus voluntarily deprived hims^Of 
means of gi'atifying his rage j ** not again— not againi " S? 

Hobbie retreated a step or tw6 in great surprise, discomposUth^ 
and disdain, at having been placed in such danger, by an ol^ect/ 
parently so contemptible. ?i 

" The deil’s in the body for strength and biitenew I” were the fiisiig 
words that escaped him, wlxich he feUowed up with an apolo^ 
tlie accident that had given rise to thdir. disagrement. ^ I 
justifying Killbuck a’megither neither, and 1 am sure it is as vexing^' 
to me as to you, Elshie, that the misdiance should hae happened; bimi' 
I’ll send you twa goats and twa fist gimmers. mim, to make # 
straight agoiiK A wise hum like you imouMna bear malice against 
a iioor dumb thing; ye see that a goat’s i&e first-cousin to a 
sae he acted but according tio" Ids nature after' a’. Had it been a 
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rallier iiJey S&AiiWomea tire primest weiner m my lauldsj. Come, 
w l *m e*en m' vexed as yo can be— But I am 

^ ye'^ej.and that puts a' thiniara out <f my bcatl, T think. 

matriagie-dinnov, ot^;gudc part o% that lny twa britbors 
■aTe.lirin|^ng“oii a sJed round by the Rider’s Slack, three ffot)tlly bucks 
;as »ver ran on Dallomlea, aS flie amg says; they coiddna come the 
ki^grlit road for the saft jernind. 1 wad send Ve a bit venison, but 
ye wadna tfike it weel niayb^ for Killbuck catcned it/^ 

During this lon^ speech, in which the good-natured Borderer en- 
deavoured to j)ropitiate the offended Dwarf by eveiy argumout lie 
could think of, ho heard him with his eyes bent on the ground, as if 
in the deepest meditation, and at length broke fortli-^^f Nature ? — 
yesj it is indeed in the usufH beatien path of Natiure» The strong 
gripe and throttle the weak ; the rich depress and desp^ the needy ; 
fire happy (those who are idiots enough to Uiink themselves happy) 
i^ult the misery and dinaijrish the consolation of the wretched. Go 
lienoe,1hou who hast contrived to give an additiopal pang to the 
^ost miserable of human beings— thou who hast deprived mo of 
what I half considered as a source of comfort. Go hence, and enjoy 
the happiness prepared for thee at home 
"Never stir,'^ said Hobbie, "if I wadiia take you wf me, man, if 
ye wad but say it wad divert ye to be at the oridal on Monday. 


ye wad but say it wad divert ye to be at the bridal on Monday, 
^liere will be a nundred straying Elliots to ride the bronze —the like’s 
no been seen sin’ llie days of amd Martin of the Preakin-tower— I 
wad send the sled for ye wf a canny powny.” 

" Is it to me you propose once more to mix in the society of the 
common herd?'^ said the Recluse, with m air of deep disgust. 

" Oommond^^ retorted Hobbie, "nae siccon commons iK'ilbcv ; llu‘ 
Elliots hac been hing kend a gentle race. " 

"Hence! begone P’ reiterated the Dwarf: "may the same evil 
busk attend thee tliat thou hast left behind 'with me ! If I go not 
With you myself, see if you can escape what my atieiulauts, Wrath 
and Misery, have brought to thy threshold before thee.^^ 

. " I wish ye wadna speak that gate, said Hobbie. “ Ye ken yoiir- 
aell, ElsMe, naebody judges you to be ower canny ; now, Fll tell yc 
juet ae word for a —ye hae spoken as nuickle as 'vvussing ill to ino 
imd mine ; now, if ony miscbai^cc happen to Grace, which God forliid, 
or to mysell, or to the poor dumb tyke ; or if 1 be skaithed and injured 
in body, glides, or gear, I ’ll no forget wha it is that it ’s owing to.” 

" Out, hind ! ” exclaimed the Dwarfj " home ! home to your dwelling, 
and think on me when you hnd wliat has befallen there.” 

" Aweel aweel,'' said Hobbie, mounting his horse, " it servos nao- 
thing to strive v^cripplea,— they are aye cankered; but I'll just tell 
ye tie tliinffgg|phbour, that if tliiugs be otherwise than weel wf 
Grace Anni|^K I^se gie you a scoutner, if thei‘e be a tar-barrel in 
t^ffve pariaHT” 

sayiii^ he rode off; and Blshio, after looking at him with a 
laugh, took spade and mattock, and occupied 
a grave for his deceased favourite. 

A jow%^pae, and the words, " Hisht, Elshie, liisht! disturbed him 
in this mdahSioly occupation. He looked up, and the Red Reiver 



of Westburnflat wivi b6foi^^ ’WcUi* Mkfc tiiei^ 

vfm blood on his face, a» weE ^!i#QU andthe 

sides of hirt 0 Ycr*riddeh horse<:\-;/v 

IIow Jiow, ruffian d^mafedoa ihe Pw^arf, •* ” , 

*• Ay, a 3 % doubt not that, dnsiraitsd-thc ffeeobdoter ; ‘f when 

I ride, luy foes may moan. : T$©f, hayiah^ ic^mfort 

at the IIeu|j:h-fbot tWs 

a wail and a cry for the bonnyHcrijid;^^ / .^ '/ i . .. 

« The bride , .r . ;-;v;'' r: : .;" > / . - , / - ■ 

« Ay; Charlie Cneat^tl^W^ie, na i^* Inm, that’s CharKe 
lister of Tiuiiing Bede, ha^^; to keop her in (^mberlaaid 

till the blast by. sw we, and kehd ,ihe in the splofe, for 
the mask fell frao wy labe for a Mink. I am thinking it wad concei^i 
luy safety if die. were to oomo b^k here, for tiiere*s mony o’ the 
Faliots, and they- band weel thegithev for right or wrang. l^ow, 
what i diicfly conie to ask your rede in, is Kpw ^to make her mr^ : ” 
‘‘Wouldstthotthinrdor her, then?’’ • i . 

XJmph ! no, ho ; I would not do^ if I could hdp it. But they 
say they can whiles get folk i^nnily u:<vay to the, plantations from 
some of the out-ports, and shtnethiiig to boot for them that birogs a 
bonny wench. They^re wanted bey^ond seas thae female cattle, and 
they’re no that scarce hero. But i think o’ doing better fur this^ 
lassie. There’s a leddjv that, unless she bo a’ the better bairn> is td 
be sent to foiHjign wh^lusr bIw. will or no now, I think of 
smiding Grace to wait on her-— ^be’s a bonny lassie. Hobbie. will 
hao a mei’^ morning when ho comas haine, atid misses baifch bride^ 
and g(3ai*.’' ^ 

“ Ay ; and do you not pity him ? ” said the Eedusc. 

“ Vf ad he ])ity me were 1 gaeiiig up the Ca&Ue-'hill^t Jeddavt ? ^ 
And > 01 1 rue something for the bit lassie ; but lie 11 get auithm-, and 
little 'skaith liiine—ane is as glide jis auitlm'. And nOwr, yon tinit 
like to liear o’ .s])jorcs, heard ye ever o’ a better ane than I’hae had 
tliis moriiiug ? ” 

“ Air, ocean, and fire,” said the Dwarf, speaking to. himself, the 
oavihquake, the lenipefet, the volcano, are ail mild and moderate, com- 
pared to the wrath of man. And what is this fellow, but one moi*e 
skilled than others in executiug the end of his existence ? — ^blear me, 
felon, go again where I before sent thee.” 

IV) the Steward ? ” 

Ay; and tell him, Elsheiider, the Recluse cominauds liim to give 
thee gold. But, hear me, let the maiden be discharged free and un- 
injured: return her to her fViends, and let her swear not to discover 
tliy villauiy.” 

Swear?” said Westburnflat; "but what if -she break her aitli? 
Women are not famous for keeping their plight. A wise man like 
you should kcu tliat. And uninjured — ^wha kens what may happen 
wore she to be left lang at Tmning Beck? Charlie Cneat-the- 
Woodie is a rough customer. But if tlie gold could be made up to 

» The place of execution oJT that , ancient hurgh, where many of Westburuflars pro- 
fCHSIon have JUiicle their final exit 



‘ jjif 

I lliink I could hmirc licr i>oni^>* i* hov friendfi within 

took In^ tableta ft-oin hw pocket, marked a line on 
and torO out the leaf. ^ There,’* he said, ^^ivin^ the vo])l)or 
the leai— But. mark me; tliou knowest I am not to oe fooled by 
ifo treachery : if tliou daJhOist to dkobey luy directions, thy wretched 
Bite, bo sure, shall answw for it " 

“ I know," said the feBow, looking down, “ tliat you have pow'or on 
earth, however you camh by it ; you can do what nac other man can 
-do, baith by ph;^ic au4 forosig^ht; and the gold is shelled down when 
ye command, as (hst as 1 have seen the ash-keys fall in a frosty 
morning in Octobw* I will not disobey vott." 

Begone, then, and relieve lue of thy hateful presence/* 

The robl)er set spurs to his horse, and rode ofi without reply. 

Hobbic Klliot had, in tlie meanwhile^ pursued his journey rapidly, 
hiii'ASscd by those oppressive and indistinct fears that all wjis not 
right, which men usually term a pi’csentimont of niiftfovtuno. hh-e. 
he reached the top of the bank from which he could look down (tn 
his own habitation, he wtis met by Ids nurse, a person then of groat 
consequence in all families in Scotland, whether of the Jiighcr or 
middling classes. The connection between them and their foster- 
children wais considered a tie far too dearly intimate to he l>rok(*n ; 
and it Usually happened, in the cmirho of ^eiirs, that the nurse hc- 
camc a resident in the family of her fost('r*son, assisting in the do- 
niostic duties, and receiving all marks of attention and rogaid from 
the heads of the fiimilv. So soon as Ilobbio rt'cognized tiie figure 
of Anmiiilo, in lior red cloak and bhuje hood, he could not help cx- 
cliiiiniim’ to himself, What ill-luck can Ime bi’oiight the aiiKl nur'^e 
Fae far rraciianic, her that never stirs n gun-shot frac the door-stane 
for ordinar? — Hout, It will just be to get crane-borries, or^^llortle- 
boiTich, or some siicli Btuhi out of the moss, to make the pies and 
tarts for the feast on Monday. — I cannot get the words of that can- 
kered aiild criiiple deil’s buckle out o* my head — tlio least thing makes 
me <lread some ill news. O, Killbuck, man! \^ere there luie deer 
and goals in the country liesides, but je b(dio\ed to gang and worry 
hi-. cre.Uure, by a’ other folk*s? 

By tins lime Anuaple, with a brow like a tragic •olunie, Iiad 
bobbled towards him, and cauglit bis horse by tlie brullo. The 
despair in her look was so evident, as todei)ri\c e\eii him of tlie 
power of asking the cause. “ O, my bairn!” slie cried, ‘‘ gmig 
na forward— gang ua forward— it *s a sight to kill ony bod^, Kt 
alane thee/* 

" In <jlod*s name, w'bat ’s the matter?*’ said the astonislicd horse- 
man, endeavouring to extricate his bridle from the gnusp of 
the old woman ; “ for Heaven’s sake, let me go and see the 

matter,” 

Oboji ! that I should have lived to .sec the day! — The steading’s 
a’ in a low, and the bonny stack-yard lying in the reel ashes, and 
the gear a’ driven away. But gang na forward; it wad lircak 
your young Jicart, hinny, to soq what my aiild ecu hae seen tliis 
morning/' 






** Aiul Svlm liii3 daml kt go my hvi^hi Annapl^' 

* where is mv Orace Avnv* 

,slrq»g’?— Goa! — tli© word$ iif-'tlie warlock are kheliiii^ iia 

^ears!” ' “',■■■'• • , y.y.-> ■ . ;• 

Ho sprang from his h<^sc to ri3"'Htas!i^^f 
tioiu amh ascciuling the hill iiith 

of the spectacle with wliich she had la^; 

deed a heart-breaking afglit. ;lhe 
in its secJusion, be^de the montttmn-Streft^,:\OTi!^ 
evidence of rustic plenty, was how a ^'ns^ied aM falahkoni^ 

From amongst the slmltered and sable walls the wpokp ephtihi^ > 
rise. 1'he turf-stnek, tlm bath-yard, the olhees stocked w^itlfcidilp, ^ 
nil tlie wealth of an upland cultivator of the period, of. which poor 
Elliot possessed no common sharp, had been laid W94c or carried o(1.. 
in a single night. He stood a moment motionlei^SK and then ex- 
dahned, “ I am ruined — ruined to the jp-oimd !— rBut curse on the 
warld’s gear — Had it hot been the weCk before the bridal — But 1 am 
nae babe, to sit down and greet about it, If I can but find Gmee, 
and my gi'iirulmothei’, and my sisters weel, I can go to the wars in 
Flanders, as my gude-sire did, under the Bellcndeu bminer, wi' auld 
Iliiccleuch. At ony rale, 1 will keep up a heart, or they will lose 
tlicirs a' tliegitlior.'^ 

iManfully strode llobhic down the hill, resolved to suppress his 
own despair, and adiiiinister consolation which he did not feel. 
The neighbouring inhabitants of the dell, particularly those of his . 
own name, had already assembled. The younger part were in arms 
and clamorous for revenge, altliough they knew not upon whom . 
llio elder were taking measures for the relief of the distve^sed family. 
Annai»h‘’s cottage, which was situated down tlie brook, at some dis-t, 
tance from the bceuC of mischief, had been hastily adapted for the 
temporary accommodation of the old lady and her daughters, with 
such articles as had been contributed by the neighbours, for very 
little was saved from the wreck. 

Are we to t^tand liorc a’ day, sirs,'' exclaimed one tall young 
man, “and look at the burnt wa’s of our kinsman's house? 
Every wToatli of the reek is a blast of sliame upon us! Lot 
us to horse, and take the chase. — ^Who.;has the nearest blood- 
hound?” 

“ It's youii^j Earnscliff," answered another; “ and he's been on .. 
and away wi' six horse lang sync, to see if he can track them.” 

“ J^ct us follow him then, and raise the country, and ratik mail* help 
as we ride, and tlicii have at.tlio Cumberland reivers 1 Take, bium, , 
and slay— they that lie nearest us shall smm’t first.” 

“ Wliishtl baud your tou^es, daft ciillahts,” said an old man, “yo 
dinna ken what ye speak about. What ! wad ye raise war atweeii 
twa pacificatcd countries?” 

“ And what signifies deayingus wi' tales about our fathers,” re- 
torted the young man, “ if we 're to sit and see our friends' housoa 
burnt owor their heads, and no put out hand to revenge them? Our 
fathers did not do that, I trow.” 

“ I am no sajing ony thing against revenging Hobbie's wrung, 
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pUit but we maum take tliie kwVi* iis iflt time days, Siinou,^* 

answ^eyed the more prudent elder. 

A.nd beside^/’ wud anoilier old man, "1 dinna believe there’s 
now living that kens the lawful Jnodo of Ibilowing a fray across 
;tiie Border. Tam o’ Whitom kend a’iabout it j but he died iu the 
hard winter.” 

"Ay,^’ said a third, he was at tlie great gathering, wheutlicy 
chased as far as Thirlwall j it was tlie year after the figlifc of Pliilip- 
haugh.” ' 

“iiout,” exclaimed another of tliese discording counsellor?^, 
" fliere’s nae great skill needed; just put a lighted peat on tlic 
end of a spear, or hayfork, or sic lik^, and blaw a horn^ and cry 
the gatlim*ing-word, and then it's lawful to follow gear into Eng- 
land, and recovi^' it by the strong hand, or to take gear frao some 
■other Englishman, providing ye lift nae inair than’s been lifted 
frae you. That ’a the auid Border law, made at Duiidrennau in the 
days of the Black Douglas. Dell aiie need doubt it. It’s as clour 
as the sun.” 

Gome away, then, lads,” cried Simon, “get to your geldings, 
and we’ll lake auld Cuddie the muckle tasker wi’ us ; lie kens the 
value o* the stock and pleiiisUiug tlmt’s been lost. Ilobbie’s stalls 
and stakes shall be fou again or night ; and if wc eanna big up the 
auld house sae soon, we’so lay an English ano as low as Ileiigh-foofe 
is — and tlmt’.s fair plhy, a’ the warld ower.” 

This animating proposal was received with great applause by 
the younger part of the assemblage, wlieu a vdiisper ran aimmg 
them, “There^s Hobbie himscU, pair fellow! we’ll bo guided by 
him.” 

The principal sufferer, having now reached tlie bottom of the hill, 
pushed dll through the crowd, unable, from the tuniultuoiis state of 
mis feelings, to do more than receive and return the grasps of the 
friendly hands by which his neighbours and kinsmen mutely expressed 
tht'ir sympathy in his misfortmih. While ho pressed Simon ol Ilack- 
biini’s hand, his anxiety at length found words. “ Thank ye, Simon 
— thank ve, neighbours^! ken what ye wad a’ say. But where ar<i 
they ?— Where are — Hu stopped, as if afraid even to name the 
objects of his inmiiry ; and yvlB* a similar feeling, his kinsmen, with- 
out reply, pointed to the hut, into which Ilohhio precipitated hiiusclf 
witli the desperate air of one who is resolved to know the worst jit 
oucc. A general and powerful expimsioii of sympathy accomiianievl 
him . “ Ah, puir fallow— puir Hobnie I ” 

“ He’ll learn the warst o’t now!” 

“But I trust Earnscliff will get some speerings o’ the puir lassie.” 

Buch were the exclamations of (lie group, who, having no acknow- 
ledged leader to direct their motions, passively awaited the return 
of the sufferer, and determined to be ^idcd by liis directions. 

The meeting between Hobbie and liis family was iu the highest 
degree ^ecting. His sisters threw themselves upon him, and almost 
stiupd him with their caresses, as if to prevent his looking round to 
distinguish tlie absence of one yet more beloved. 

“ God help thee, my son ! lie can help when worldly trust is a 
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broken reed.’ —Such was the wdetmie d the matron to her unfor- 
tunate j:randson. He looked eagerly round, holding two of his 
sisters by the hand, while the i^Kfhnng about Ms neck—" I see you 
—I count you— my grandmother, Xtifias, Jean, and.Aanot} but where 
is — (lie hesitated, and theft continued, as if with an cflbrt,) 
" Whore is Or^ ? Sorely thfe is not a time to hide hersell frao me 
—there’s nae time for datmjf now.** 

“0, brother!” ana"Ourpoor Gti^el” was the onlyajiswcr his 
questions could procure, till his gyandHiother rose up, aiid gently 
disengaged liim from tlm weeping? ^Is, led him to a seat, and with 
the affecting serenity which sincere piety, hke oil sprinkled on the 
waves, can throw over the most acute feelinp, she said, “ My bairn^ 
when thy grandfather was killed in the wars, and left mo with six 
orphans around me, with scarce Bread to ea^ or a roof to cover us, 
I had strength— not of mine own— hut I had strength given me to 
say. The Lord’s will he done!— My son, ora' peaceful house was last 
night broken into by moss-troopers, ai'med -asid masked ; they have 
taken and destroyed all, and carried off our dear Grace. Pray for 
strength to say, His will be done!” 

“Mother! mother! nrgemenot—1 cannot— not now— I am a sin- 
ful man, and of a liardened race. Masked— ai'med— Grace carried 
off! Oic me my sword, and my father’s knapsack— I will have 
vengeance, if I Bliould go to the pit of darkness to seek it!” 

“ 0 my Imini, inv haini ! be patient under the rod. Who knows 
wlien He may lift fiis hand off from us? Yonng Eamscliff, Heaven 
bless him, lias taen the chase, with Davie of Stenbouse, and the first 
comers. 1 cried to let house and plenishing burn, and follow the- 
reivers to recover Grace, and Earnscliff and his men were ower the 
Pell within three lioui's after the deed. God Mess liim ! he’s a real 
Earnscliff; he’s his father’s trnc son— a leal friend.” 

“ A true friend indeed ; God Mess Inra !” exclaimed Hobble ; “ let’s 
on and away, and take the ehase atler liim.” 

“ 0, my child, before you run on danger, let me hem' you but say, 
His will be done!” 

“Urge me not, luolher— not now.” He was rushing out, when, 
looking back, he observed bis grandmother make a mule atlitnde 
of affliction. He returned hastily, threw himself into her arms, and 
said, “ Yes, mother, 1 can say. His will be done, since it will com- 
ibrt you ” 

“ May He go forth— may He go forth wi(h yon, ray dear bairn; 
and 0, may He give you cause to say on yonr return, ills name be 
jiraiscd !” 

"Parewell, motlicr !— farewell, niy dear sisters!” oxdaimed Elliot^ 
and rushed out of the house. 
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Kow iio»o and hattock, crlod the Lairdi 
Sow homo and hatlddk, atvaodllto; 
that \vlnna ildc for Tailbr't kyt^ 
tlicm never look In tlio fkea o* mo. 

IJoitSF/! horse! ntid spear!” oxdaimcd llobbSe to his kitmracTi. 
Many a ready foot was in the stirrup; and, whHo EBiot hastily col 
looted arms and accoutrements, (no easy matter in such a con- 
ftision,) the glen rcaoiiudcd with (lie approbation of his young^er 
friends. 

Ay, ay V* exclaimed Simon of Ilnclcbnm, timt s the g'ate to take 
It, Ilobbie. Let ^vomen sit and great at hame, men must do as they 
have been done by ; it’s the Scripture says’t.” 

" Hand your ton^c, sir,” said one of the seniors, sternly ; "dinna 
abuse the Word that gate, ye dinna ken what ye speak about.” 

“ Hae ye ony tidinffs?— tlae ^ oiiy speerin^s, Hpbbie?— 0 callants, 
dinna be owea- hasty, " said old Dick of the Dingle. 

“ What si^nidcs preaching to ua, e’cttow ?” said Simon } “ if ye caniia 
make help yourseli, dinna keep back them that can.” 

" Wliwlit, sir ; wad ye take rengeance or ye ken wha has wrang’d 
ycr” 

D’ye think we dinna ken the road to England as weel as our 
fathers before us?— All evil comes out o' tlicrcaway— it's an auld 
sniying and a true ; and wc'll e’en away there, as if the devil was 
blawiug us south.” 

** We'll follow the track o' Enrnscliff's horses ower the waste,” 
eried one Elliot. 

“ Fll prick them out through the blindest moor in the Border, 
an tliere had been a fair held tJiere the day before,” said Hugh, 
the blacksmith of llingleburn, for I aye shoe his horse wi’ my ain 
hand.” 

“ Lay on tlie decr-JiouUds,” cried another; " where arc they?” 
llout, man, the sun's been lang up, and the dew is aff the griind 
— the scent will never lie.” 

Ilobbie instantly wliistcd on liis Jiounds, which were roving about 
tlie ruins of their old habitation, mid filling the air with their doleful 
bowls. 

Now, Killbuck,” said Ilobbie, " try thy skill this day”--aud then, 
as if a light liad suddenly broke on him , — ** that ill-faui*'d goblin 
spak something o' this! fie may ken raair o’t, either by villains on 
eartli, or devils below—- TB line it frae him, if 1 should cut it out o' 
his mis-shapen bouk wi' my whinger.” He then hastily gave direc- 
tions to his comrades; "Jsour o' ye, wi' Simon, baud ri^t forward 
-|se Griemcs’-gap, If they’re English, they^ll be for being back that 
^ay. The rest disperse by twosome and threesome through the 
te, md meet me at the Trysting-pooL Tell ray brothers, when 

wj come up, to follow and laeet us tlierc. Poor lads, they will hao 



neam a»«air„ ^ Jiiitle ihlxik Avlui^ a saiTowful 

house tiiQy are di(jk 'Y.|e»h«?Ji to I ower Muckle- 

atane-Moor'mj’sellw . 

" And if I wer^eu/' 0fek of tfce pingl^ ** 1 would speak to 
Oattujr Elshie. He ciua-^ you ^*hate^ter betides ih'tliis laud, if he's 
saeniindeA” 

^He iri/^a^2* teli i»e,*^ ia^^ was busy puttlii^^ hk 

in order, " what he kens o^ tins lu^fhfs job, of I shall right wed ken 
wherefore he does not” 

" Ay, but speak himiair^ iny bonn^ inan— speak him fair, llobWc^ 
the like o' hup. wiB no b^r thmwiiig*. Tlio}^ converse stie mucklo 
wf thae fractious ghaists and evil spirits, tliat it clean ^oils their 
temper.” 

" Let me alane to guide him ” answered Hobbic ; " there's that in 
my breast this day, tliat would ower*maktcr a’ the warlocks on earth, 
and a* the devils m hell.” 

And being now fully equipped^ Jic threw liimself on liis horse, and 
spurred him at a rapid pace against the steep ascent 

Elliot speedily surmounted the ixili, rode down the ^othcr side nt 
the same rate, crossed a wood, and traversed a long glen, ere ho at 
length regained Mucklestane-Mbor. As be was obliged, in the course 
of his journey, to relax his speed in consideration or the labour ’which 
liis horse might still have to undergo, he had time to consider ma- * 
tiu'cly ill wliat manner he should address tlie Dwarf, in order to 
extract from him tlie knowledge whicJi he supposed him to be in pos- 
session of concerning the autlioi^ of his misfortunes. liobbie, though 
bluntj plain of speech, and hot of disposition, like most of his country- 
men, was by no means deficient in the shrowdness •which is jilso 
tlieir characteristic. He reflected, that from Mdiat he had observed 
on the memorable night when the Dwarf was first seen, and from 
the conduct of that mysterious heiug ever since, he was likely to; 
be rendered oven more obstinate in his siillenncss by threats and 
violence. 

" ril speak hini fail',” lie said, " as auld Dickon advised me. 
riiough folk say he has a league wi’ Batan, he cannabe sic an incar- 
nate devil as no to take some pity in a case like mine; and folk 
threep he'll wliiles do good, charitable sort o' things. I'll kcej) my 
heart doun as well as 1 can, and stroke him "wi' the hair ; and if the 
warst come to the warst, it's but wringing the head o* him about 
at last.” 

In this disposition of accommodation he approached the hut of the 
Bolitary. 

Tlie old man was not upon liis scat of audience, nor could Hobbie 
perceive liim in his garden, or enclosures. 

" He's gotten into his veiw keep,” said Hobbie, " maybe to be out 
o’ the gate ; but I’se pu’ it doun about his lugs, if 1 canna win at him 
otherwise.” 

Having thus communed with himself, he raised his voice, apd 
invoked Elsliic in a tone as supplicating as his conflicting femings 
would permit; " Elshie, my gude friend r Ko rcjdy. " Elsliic, canny 
Eather Elshiel” The Dwarf reumiued mute. "Borrow be in the 




TAtES OF Mir 

cari^kss of |heeP said the Borderer boti^eeti his feeth ; ahtl 
ahott again laitempting a soothing tone, — Good Father Elshic, a 
tdosi nflser^le creature desires some counsel of your wisdom," 

; ^*The better 1” answered the shrill and discordant voice of the 
Dwarf through a very small window, resembling an arrow-slit, whicli 
lie had constructed near ihe door of his dwelling, and through which 
ho could see any on© Who approached it, without the possibility of 
their looking in upon him* 

“The better !" said Hobbie imatiently ; “what i^the better, Elshie? 
ho you not hear "me tell you I am the most miserable wretch liv- 
hgr" 

And do you not hear me teU you it is so much tlm better ? and 
iid I not tell you this morning, when you thought yourself so happy, 
what an cvemng was coming upon you?" 

“That TO did e*en," replied llohbie, “and that gars me come to 
you for advice now ; they that foresaw the tmuble maun ken the 
cure." 

“ I know no cure f(»r earthly troiihle,” returned the Dwarf ; “ or, if 
I did, why sliould I help others, when none hath aidctl me? ilavo I 
not lost wcaltli, that would have bought all thy Imrrcu hills a Imn- 
rlred times over ? rank, to wliich thine is as that of a peasant ? sociciy, 
wliere th(u*e was an interchange of all that was amiable— of all that 
was intellectual ? llaA^e I not lost ah this ? Am 1 not l esiding here, 
the veriest outcast on the face of Katiire, in the most hideous and 
most fjoiihiry of her retreats, myself more hideous than all that is 
around rue? And why should other worms complain to mo when 
they fire trodden on, since I am myself lying crushed and writhing 
under tlic chariot-wheel?" 

“ Ye may have lost all this," answered llobbie, in the bitterness 
of eniotioil ; “ land and friends, goods and gear ; ye may hae lost 
tlicui a',— but ye ne’er can hae sae sair a heart as ihinc, for ye ne’er 
lost nae (rracc Armstrong, And now my last Jmpes are gano, and I 
shall ne’er see her mail*.” 

&«,Thi.s jjc said in the tone of dceijest mnotiem — and there followed 
S' long pause, for the mention of Ids bridt‘’s name had overcome the 
more angry and initable feelings of poor Hobbie. Ei e he had again 
addressed the Solitary, the bony hand and loTi.g finders of the latter, 
holding a large leathern bag, was thrust fortli at the small window, 
and as it unchitehed the burden, and let it drop ^Y^th a clang upon 
the ground, his harsh voicie again addressed Elliot. 

“ Then* — there lies a salve for every humau ill ; so, at least, each 
human Avretidi readily thinks. — ^Begone ; return twice tia wealthy as 
tliou wort before yesterday, and torment me no more witli questions, 
complaints, or tihinks ; they are alike odious to me." 

It’s a’ gowd, by Heaven!" said Elliot, having glanced at the con- 
tents; and then again addressing the llcrinifc, “Miicklo obliged for 
good-will ; and 1 ivad blithely gie you a bond for some o’ the 

Bfe-, or a wadset ower the lands o’ Wideopen. But I dinna ken, 

KLsliie ; to be free wi’ you, I dinna like to use siller unless I kend it 
Vas decently come by; and maybe it might turn into sclate-s’tanes, 
and cheat some poor man." 
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^ Ignorant idiot Dwarf; " tlip traitili w m jiotminc 

poison as ever was dug oai’jijif the bowels of tlie earth. Take.it--- 
use it, and ma.y it thrive wSta jou as it hath done with me! *’ 

‘‘But I tell you/' s^jEIhot, “ it wasna about the gear that 1 
was consulting you,— it braw barn-yard, .doubtle.ss, mid 

thirty head of finer cattle there wereha on this side of the Cat- 
rail; but let the gear y® could gie me but epeerings o’ 

puii- Grace, I would-be dbpteut to be your slave for life, ijfoay 
thing tluit dkl n#t;'toheli iny salvation. 0, Etehie, speakjj^naii, 
speak!'' 

“ Well, Uien,*' answered the Dwarf, as if worn out by his importu- 
nity, “ iduce thou hast not enough of woes of thine own, but must • 
needs seek to burden thyself* with those of a partner, seek her whom 
thou Inist lost hi the W'vstJ* 

ill the Unit’s a wide wwd.” 

‘‘ It is the said the Dw'arft “ which I design to uKer:" and 
lie dreiv the of his wiudov/, leaving Ilobbie to make the 

most of the hint he Jnid given. 

The west! the wtsc !— thought Elliot; the couufry is pi’ctty quiet 
down that wav,, unions it were Jock o’ the Todliolcs; ana he '^s ower 
auld now lor the like o’ thae job.<.-—West! — By my life it mu.st 
be Westbundiafc ! Elshie, just tell me one word. Am 1 right? 
Is it We dbundhit ? If I am wraiig, say sae. I wadna like to wyte 
an iunocciit iiciglibour wi’ violence— Ko ans^ver? — It must' be tlm 
Bod Keiver--! didua think he wad hae v(‘i)tmvd oii me, neithei', 
and sae iqoney kin as tliero’s o’ us — 1 am thinking Jic *11 Jiac 
some better backing tha.n his (.’umberknd friends. — rivreweel to 
yon, Eldiie, anil niony tlnuiks — I downa be fashed wi’ tho siller 
o'eii now, for 1 maim iwa’ to meet niy IVieiids a{; the Trysting- 
idace— fcsae, if ye earena to open the whutow, ye can fetcli it in after 
Tin aw'a’.” 

Still tln-re was no reply. 

*’ lie’s deaf, or he’s daft, or he’s baitii; hut 1 hae mio time to stay 
to claver wi’ him.” 

And olf rode llohhie Elliot toward.^ the ]dace of rendezvour? wlikh 
he liad named to his friends. ^ 

J’Vir or live riders were already gathered at the Tiysiing-pool. 
They stood in close cuiuudtatioii together, ivlule their horses wore 
permitted to graze among the poplars wliich overhung the broad 
still ]mnk A move immerous party were coining from the, 
southward. It proved to be Earnscliff and his party, wim had fol- 
lowed llu 3 track of the cattle as far as the Eugdi-^h border, but liad 
halted on the inforuiatioii that a considerable ibroe was drawn toge- 
ther under some of the Jacobite gentlemen in that dijjXriot, and there 
were tidings of insurrection in ditferent parts of fSc/Otland. This 
took away from the act which had been perpetrated the appearance 
of private animosity, or love of plunder ; aiui Earnscliff was now dis- 
imsed to regard it" as a symptom of civil Avar. The young genile- 
inaugroctetl llobhie with* the inost {dncerc sympathy, and informed 
liim of liiii news lie had received. 

Tlieii, may T never stir frac llie bit,” saiil Elliot, if aiild Ellies- 



\kv ta iiA,fii0 boiitora o' tlio haill villsinyi To tHH» }ic » lons^ 
yi^ ^ <hacAieriAnd OMhoUnt; nnd tot n^et^ iroel mi Mimi KW« 
]wed ibbout Westbuniflat, fot ElUeslaw aye prolcclod lunj, njid lie 
mm mmt to harry and di&iu*m the country about Ids aiu hand before 
jie bsTcaks out.’^ 

8onje now remembered that the party of ruffians had boon heard 
to say they Were acting: for James Vlil. and were chtir^Red to dis 
arjin all ixjbels. Otliers Jiad heard Wc&tburnflat boast, in drilikin;? 
, pm^ties, tliat Ellieslaw would soon be in arms for the Jacobite cause, 
f and tliat he himself was to hold a command under Jiini, and that tln^y 
would be bad ne^hbours for yoon^ Eari^cliffi and all that stood out 
foi?^ the established^ ffovcrnmmit. The residt .wa^ a strong belief Lliat 
Weatbui^at had headed the party under Ellicslaw’s orders, and 
tliej resolved to proceed in^antlv to tlie house of the former, and, if 
po^iblo, to secure his person. They were by this time joined hv so 
many or their dispersed friends, that their number amountcil to up- 
wards of tweiitv horsemen, well mounted, and tolerably, tliougli 
vaiiously, armed. 

A brook, which issued from a naiTOW glen among the hills, entered, 
at Westbiirniiat, upon the open marshy level, wliich, expanding 
about half a mile in every direction, gives name to the snot. In tins 
phicc the cliaractcr of the stream becomes cluinged, aiitf, from being 
a lively, brisk-running mountain-toiTciit, it stagnates, like a bliui 
swollen snake, in dull deep windings, throiiglj tlie swampy level. 
Gu the side of the stream, and nearly about the centre of the plain, 
arose the tower of VVestburnflat, one of the few remaining strong- 
holds formerly so numerous upon the Borders. The ground upon 
which it stood w'as gently elevated above the marsh for the s]>acc ot 
about a hundred yards, affording an esplanade of dry turf, which ex- 
tended itself iu the imuicdiate neighbourhood of the tow'cr : hut, 
beyond which, the r^irfacc j)rcsentcd to strangers w’as that of an iiu- 
inissable and dangerous bog. The owner of the tower and Ills in- 
mates alone know the wdndhig and intricate paths, which, leading 
over ground that was comparatively sound, aitmittcd visiters to his 
residence. But among the pm-ty which w'erc assembled under 
Earnscliff’s directions, tliere was more than one person qualified to 
net as a guide. For although the owner’s character and habits of 
life were generally known, yet the Laxity of feeling with resiicct to 
propei-ty prevented his being looked on with the abhorrence with 
which he must. have been regarded in a more civilized country. He 
was considered, among his more peaceable ueiglibours, jirctty much 
as a gambler, cock-fighter, or horse-juekey, W'ould be regarded at 
the present day ; a persoiij of course, whose habits wei’e ti) be con- 
demned, and nis society, in general, avoided, yet wlm couhl not be 
considered as marked with the indelible infamy attached to Ins pro- 
fession, where law’s have been habitually observed. And tlieir indig- 
nation was awakened against liim upon tliis occasion, not so much 
upon account of the general nature of the transaclioii, whicli was 
t Jmi such as w’os to be expected from this marauder, as that Ibc vio- 
lence had been perpetrated upon a neighbour against whom he had 





no mme of q^^rrel>— a^idiist a friend of their owUf^fthove 
ng^ednst one of tlic name of Elliot» to which dan most of them be^ 
loni^. . It was not^ therefore, wonderful, that there should be seve- 
ral in the band prett;^ well aeauainted wim the locality of his habita- 
tion, and capable of giving* such directions and guidance as soon placed 
the whole party on the open space of firm gtenmd in front of the 
Tower of Westonrnflat 


CHAPTEE IX. 

So spak the knicht; the geaunt sed. 

Lead forth the, the sely miUd, 

And mak me qiUte of the and echo ; 

JTor glaiuisiug co, or brow so brent. 

Or cheek with rose and lilyc blent, 

Me lists not ilcht >vltli the. 

Komance of the Falcon. 

The tower, before which the party now stood, was a small square 
building of the most gloom3' aspect. The walls were of great tiiick-- 
ness, and the windows, or slits which served the purposes of win- 
dows, seemed rather calculated to afford the defenders the means of 
emplojdng missile weapons, than for admitting air or light to the 
apartments within. A small battlement projected over the walls on 
cvciy side, and aflorded farther advantage of defence by its niched 
parapet, •within Avliich arose a steep roof, flagged with grey stones. 
A single turret at one angle, defended by a door studded with huge 
ii’on nails, rose above the battlement, and gave access to tlie roof 
from within, by the siiiral staircase which it enclosed. It seemed to 
the party that their motions were watched by some one concealed 
within this turret; and they wei*e confii-med in their belief, when, 
tlirough a narrow loopliole, a female hand was seen to wave a hand- 
kerchief, as if by way of signal to them, llolibie was almost out of 
liis senses with joy and eagerness. 

It was Grace’.s hand and arm,’' he said ; I can swear to it 
amaiig a thousand. ^I'here is not the lilvc of it on tliLs side of the 
Lowdens— -We’ll have her out, lads, if wc should carry off the Tower 
of Westbumllat stane by staiie.” 

Earnscliff, though lie doubted tlic possibility of recognizing a 
fair maiden’s hand at such a distance from the eye of the lover, 
would say nothing to damp his friend’s animated Iiopcs, and it was 
resolved to summon the garrison. 

Tlie sliouts of the party, and the winding of one or two horns, at 
length brought to a loophole, which flanked the entrance, the hag- 
gard face of an old woman. 

^ That’s the Reivei*’s motlier,” said one of the Elliots; she’s teu 
times waur than liimscil, and is wyted for muckle of the ill he does 
about the country.” 

Wha are ye ? What d’ ye w^ant here ?" were the queries of the 
respectable progenitor. 
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TAIiES OF MY liANDLORD. 


“ We are seeking William Orseme of Westbiumfiat/' said 
Emmscliff. 

^ He 's no at harae,” returned the old dame. 

Wken did he leave home?” pursued Earnscliflf. 

I canna tell,” said the portress. 

“ Wlicn Ayill he return?* said Hobhie Elliot. 

" 1 diiina ken naething about it,” replied the inexorable guardian 
of the keep. 

“ Is there any body within the tower with you ?” again demanded 
EarnsclifF. 

Nacbody but mysell and baudrons,” said the old woman. 

‘‘ Then open the gate and admit us,” said EarnsclifF; I am a 
justice of peace, and ui search of the evidence of a felony.” 

“ Beil be in their fingers that draws a bolt for ye,” retorted Die 
portress; ‘* for mine shall never do it. Thinkna ye shame }our- 
sells, to come here aiccaii a band o* ye, wf your swords, and spears, 
and steel-caps, to frighten a lone widow woman?” 

Our informatioir,” said Earnsclilf, is positive ; we are I'cck- 
ing goods which have been forcibly carried off, to a great 
amount.” 

And a young woman, that's been cruelly made prisoner, that’s 
worth mail* than a' the gear, twice told,” said Ilobbie. 

And I warn you,” continued Eaimscliff, that your only way to 
prove your sou's innocence is to give us quiet admittance to search 
the house.” 

And what will ye do, if I carena to thra\y the ke>s, or draw the 
bolts, or open the ’grate to sic a clamjamfrio?’’ said tlie old dame 
scoffiugly. 

^ “ Force our wav with the king**s keys, and break the neck of ('-very 
living soul we find in tlie house, if ye* tlinna gie it ower lorthwith!^' 
menaced the incensed Hobhie. 

Threatened folks live laug,” said tlie hag, in the same tone of 
irony; “ there ’s the iron grate — try your skeel on't, lads- it iias 
kept out as gude men as you, or now.” 

So saying, she laughed) and withdrew from the o)>crture through 
wliicli she had held the parley. 

The besiegers now opened a serious consultaliou. The immense 
thickness of the walls, and the small size of the windows, might, foi* 
a time, have even resisted cannon-shut. 'I'he entrance was secur(Hl, 
first, by a strong grated door, comiiosed entirely of hammered iron, 
of such ponderous strength as seemed calculated to resist any foi ee 
that coiud be brought against it. I'inclies or forehammers will 
never pick upon't,” said Hugh, the blacksmith of Eiugieburu ; yo 
might as weel batter at it wu' pipe-staples.” 

Witliin the doorway, and at the distance of niuc feet, winch 
was the S(»lid thickness of the wall, there was a second door of 
oak, crossed, botli bread tli and lengthways, with clenched 1)ars 
of iron, and studded full of broad-headed nails. Besides all these 
defences, they were by no means confident in the truth of the old 
dame's assertion, that she alone composed the garrison. The more 
knowing of the party luid observed hoof-marks m the track by wliich 
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ilitiy api)roae}ie(l the tower, wlucli seemed to iiidicate that seyeral 
persons liad very lately passed in that direction. 

To all these ttifficulties was added their want of means for attack- 
iii**’ the ]jlace. There was no hope of procuring ladders long enough 
to reach the battlements, and the windows, besides being very nar- 
row, were secured witJi iron bars. Scaling was therefore out of the 
(lucstion ; mining was still more so, for want of took and "gunpowder ; 
neither were the besiegers provided with food, means of shelter, or 
other convcnieiiees, which might have enabled them to convert the 
siege into a Idockadc ; and there would, at any rate, have been a 
risk of relief fj*oin some of the marauder’s comrades. Hobbie 
grinded and gnashed his teeth, as, walking round the fastness, he 
could devise no means of making a forcible entry. At length he 
suddenly exclaimed, And what for no do as our fathers did laiig 
; yne ? Ihit hand -to the wark, lads. Jict us cut up bushes and 
briers, pile them before the door and set lire to them, and smoko 
that auld deyirs dam as if slie were to be rcested for bacon.''’ 

All iinniodiately closed with this proposal, and some went to work 
with swords and Knives to cut down the alder and hawthorn bushes 
which grew by the fcdde of the slug'gisli stream, many of which were 
suhiciently decayed and drit^d for their purpose, while others began 
to collect them in a large stack, properly disposed for burnmg, as 
close to tile iron-gi’jito as they could he piled. Fire was snecdily ob- 
tained from one of their guns, and Ilobme was ali’cady advancing to 
the pile w'ilh a kindled brand, w'hen the surly face of the robber, and 
the muzzle of a iiiusquctoon, were partially sliewn at a shot-hole 
which flanked the ontranee. ^^Mony tli.anks to yo,'* he said, scoffingly, 
“ for eolleciiug siu' miieklo winter eilding Ibv us ; but if ye step "a 
foot nearer it \vi’ that hint, it’s he the dearest step ye ever made in 
your days.” 

‘‘ AVe ’ll suiie see that,” said Ilobbie, advancing fearlessly with the 
torch. 

The marauder snajiped his piece at him, which, fortunately for our 
honest friend, did not go off; while Karnsclifl^', firing at the same nio- 
meut at the narrow aperture and slight mark afforded by the rob- 
bcFs face, graz(‘d the side of his head with a bullet. lie had apjia- 
rently calculated ujion his post aflbrding him more securitys for he 
no sooner felt the wound, though a very slight one, than he requested 
a parley, and demanded to know what they uieunfc by attacking in 
I Ins fashion a peaceable and honest man, and shedding his blood in 
that lawless manner ? 

“ Wc want your prisoner,” said EarnscliflT, to be delivered up to 
us ill safety.” 

And wliat concern have you with her ? ” replied the marauder. 

That,” retorted Eanisclin, " you, who are detaining her by force, 
have no right to inquire.” 

Aweel, I tluiik 1 can gie a guess,” said ilio robber, Vf eel, sirs, 
I aiu laith to enter into deadly feud with you by spilling oiiy of your 
hlnid, though Earnsdiff liasna stopped to shed mine— and he can 
hit a mark to a groat’s breadth — so, to prevent mair skaith, I am 
willing to deliver up the prisoner, since iiae less will please you.” 
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“And Hobble’s j^car ? ” cried Simon of Haclcburn. “ D’ yc tliiiik 
you’re to be free to plunder the faulds and byres of a gentle Elliot, 
as if they were an auld wife’s hen’s-cavey ? " 

“ As I' live by bread/’ replied Willie of Wostburnflat— As I live by 
bread, I have not a single cloot o’ them ! They ’re a’ owor the march 
lang syne ; there ’s no a horn o’ them about the tower. But I ’ll see 
what o’ them can be gotten hack, and I ’ll take this day twa days to 
meet Hobbie at the Oastleton wi’ twa friends on ilka siclcj and sec to 
mak an agreement about a* the wrang he can wyte me wi’.” 

“ Ay, ay,” said Elliot, “ that will do weel eneugli.” And then 
aside to his kinsman, “ Murrain on the gear 1 Lor.dsake, man ! say 
nought about them. Let us but get puir Grace out o’ that auld hcl- 
licat’s clutches.” 

“ Will ye gio me your word, Earnsclilf,” said the marauder, who 
still lingered at the shot-hole, “ your faith and trothj witli hand and 
glove, uiat I am free to come and free to gae, with five minutes 
to open the grate, and five minutes to stcek it and to draw the 
bolts? less wuina do, for they want creishing sairly. Will ye do 
this ? ” 

“ You shall have full time,” said Earnscliff; “ I plight my faith and 
troth, my hand and my glove.” 

“ Wait there a moment, then,” said Westburnflat ; “ or hoar yo, I 
wad rather ye wad fa’ hack a pistol-shot from tlie door. It ’s no tliat 
I mistrust t’our word, Earnsclififj but it’s best to he sure.” 

O, friend, thought Hobbie to himself, as he drew back, an 1 had 
you but on Tiirner’s-holm,^ and naebodv by hut twa lionost lads to 
see fair play, I wad make yc wish ye had broken your leg ere ye had 
touched beast or body that belonged to me! 

“He has a white feather in his wing this Fame Westburnflat, after 
a’,” said Simon of Ilackburn, somewhat scandalized by liis ready sur- 
render — “He ’ll ne’er fill his father’.s boots.” 

In the meanwhile, the inner door of the tower was opened, and the 
mother of the freebooter appeared in the space betwixt that and the 
outer grate. Willie himself was next seen, leading fortli a female, 
and the old woman, carefuJly bolting the grate bclunct tliein, remained 
on the post as a sort of Bentinel. 

“ Ony aue or twa o’ yc come forward,” sa.id the outlaw, “ and take 
her frac my hand Insill and sound.” 

Hobbie advanced eagerly, to meet his bolrotlmd bride. Karnscliff 
foDowed more slowly, to guard against tnjachcry. Suddenly Hobbie 
slackened liis pace in the deepest mortifleation, while that (if Earus- 
clilT was liast^encd by impatient suiT)risc. It was not Grace Arm- 
strong but Miss Isabella Vere, whose liberation bad been oflected by 
their appearance before the tower, 

' . ** ^ ^race ? where is Grace Armstrong ? ” exclaimed Hobbie, 

’u thjjj||||«nity of wrath and indignation. 

— I iiands,” answered Westburnflat; “yc may search the 

^ misdoubt me.” 

a lovel jticadoTvou the vci7marginofthctAVoklnf?(loma,callocVJ'nrnorVholin, 
,~e brook callod Crissop joins the Liddol. It is said to liave derived its nauio 
plhp?. frequently assigned for tmimeys, during the ancient 
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You false villain, you shall account for her, or die on the spot,*' 
said Elliot, presenting hia guii. 

But his companions, who now came up, instantly disarmed him of 
Ins weapon, exclaiming, all at once, “ Iland and glove! faith and 
troth! Hand a care, Hobbie ; we maun keep our faith wi* \Vestbiirn- 
flat, were he the greatest rogue ever rode.’^ 

Thus protected, the outlaw recovered his audacity, wliich had been 
somewhat daunted by tlie menacing gesture of Elliot. 

“ I have kept my word, sii's,’’ he said, and I look to have nae wrang 
amang ye. If this is no the prisoner ye sought," he said, addressing 
Earnsclilf, ye '11 render her back to me again. I am answerable for 
her to thoric that aught her." 

‘^Fur God's sake, Mr EamsclifT, protect me!" said Miss Vere, 
clinging to her deliverer ; " do not you abandon one whom the whole 
world seems to have aboudoned." 

Fear nothing," whispered Eamscliff, “ I will protect you with my 
life.” Then tiiraing to Westburnflat, ‘^Villain!" he said, "how 
dared you insult this lady ? " 

*• For that matter, Eamscliff," answered tlio freebooter, " I can an- 
swer to them that has better right to ask me than you have ; but if 
yon come with an armed force, and take her awa' from tliem that her 
friends lodged her wi', how will you answer thatf — But it's your ain 
affair — Nac single man can keep a tower against twenty — A* the men 
o' the J^Icarns downa do inair than they dovv." 

"He lies most falsely,^' said Isabella; "he carried m6 off’ by vio- 
lence from my father." 

" Mayhf'. he only wanted yc to think sae, hinny," replied the robber ; 
" ])ut it 's line business o’ mine, let it be as it may. — Ho ye winna re- 
sign her hack to me ? ” 

"Back to you, fellow! Surely no " ansM^ered Eamscliff; "Iw'ill 
protect Miss Yore, and escort her safely whererer she is pleased to 
bo conveyed." 

“ Ay, ay, maybe you and her liae settled that already," said Willie 
of Westburnflat. 

"And Grace?" interrupted I lobbic, .shaking him-sclf loose from 
the friends Avho had been prcacliing to him the sanctity of the aafe- 
conduct, upon tlie faith of which the freebooter had ventured from 
his tower, — "Where's Grace? "^and he rushed on the marauder, 
sword in liand. 

WcstlmrnHat, thus pressed, after calling out, " Godsako, Hobbie, 
lieiir mo a gliff ! " fairly turned his back and fled. His mother stood 
ready to open and shut the grate; hut Hobbie struck at the free- 
l)ootcr as lie entered with so much force, that the sword made a con- 
sidonihle cleft in the lintel of tlie vaulted door, which is still shewn 
as a memorial of tlie superior strength of those who lived in the days 
of yore. Kvo Hobbie could repeat the' blow, the door was slmt and 
secured, and lie was compelled to retreat to his companions, who 
were now jirejiaring to break up the siege of Westburnflat. Tlicy iiu 
sisted luion his accompanying them in their return. 

" Ye hac lirtiken truce already," said Old Dick of tlie Dingle ; "an 
wo takna the better cai’C, ye 'll play mnir gowk'.s tricks, and make 
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yourfldltlic laughin^^-stock of the haaJl countiT. be^iiles liaviu^^ your 
fribudiji char^ 2 ^ed with slaughter under trust. Bide till the moctuig al 
Castlcton, as ye hae greed ; and if he disna make ye amends, then 
we ’ll hae it out o^ his heart’s blood. But lot us gang i*easonahly to 
wark and keen our tryst, and Tse warrant we get back Grace, and 
(he kye an’ a’.’’ 

This cold-blooded reasoning went ill down with the unhjrtunatc 
lover; but, as he could only obtain the assistance of his neighbour^* 
kin^mt n on their omi tci'ins, ho was compelled to acquiesce in 
their notions of good faith and regular procedure. 

EamsclitF now requested the assistance of a few of the party to 
•convey Miss Yere to her father’s castle of Ellieslaw, to which she "was 
peremptory in desiring to be conducted. This was roacHly planted : 
and five or six young men agreed to attend him as an escort IJobbic 
was not of the nninber. Almost heart-broken by the cuts oi' the 
day, and his final disappointment, he returned moodily home to take 
Buch measures ns he could for the sustenance and protection of his 
family, and to arrange with his neighbours the farther slep> wliich 
should bo adopted for tlio recovery ef Grace Armstrong. Ilie rt'st 
of the pai-ty dispci’bod in different directions, as soon as they Iiad 
crossed tlic morass. The outlaw and his mother watched them from 
the tower until they entirely disappeared. 


CHAPTER X. 

I loft iD.v ladyo’s bower last ntglil.— 

It was chid In wreaths of snaw,-. 
rn seek it when the sun is bright, 

Anti sweet the roses blaw. 

Old llallad. 

Incenskd at w'liat he deemed the coldness of his friends, in aciaiso 
which interested him so nearly, llolibie had sliaken himself fri c nf 
their company, and v/as now on his solitary road homeward. Tlu? 
fiend founder thee!” said ho, as he spurred iinpatienlly his owr- 
fatigued and slumhliug horse; ‘^thou art like a* the rest o' tlicm. 
liae I not bred thee, and fed thee, and dressed tlicc wi’ mine iiiu 
hand, ami wouldrt thou snapper now and break my neck at my 
utmost ]i(*ed ? But thmfvt e\ ?i like the l:ive — the fartfiest tlujrri 

a' is my cousin ivn times removed, and day or night 1 wad hae served 
t.liem wi' my best blood ; and now, I think tliey shew mair regard to 
the commoii thief of Westburnflai than to their ain kinsman. But 1 
should see the lights now in Heugh-foot — ^Wao’s me!'* he conlinned, 
rccoUectiiig himself^ there will lieithcr coal nor candle-light shine 
in the ilcugh-foot ony mair! An it werena for my luothc'r aiuL 
sistCTH, and poor Grace, I could find in my heart to set spurs to the 
beasiy$ 0 adlonp ower the scaur into the water to make an end o’t a’.” — 
In this disconsolate mood he turned his Iiorso's bridle towards the 
icottagc in which his family hiul found refuge, 
i’? As he approJiched the door, he heard wliisporiiig and tiltcring 
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amongst Iris sisters. The deevirs in the women/' said poor Hobble ; 
“ they would nicker, and laugh, and giggle, if their best friend was 
lying a corp— and yet I am glad they can keep up their hearts sae 
weel, poor silly things ; but the dirdum fa’s on me, to be sure, and no 
on them.” 

While he thus meditated, he was engaged in fastemng up his 
liorse in a shed; ‘‘ Thou maun do without horse-sheet andT sur- 
cingle now, lad,” lie said, addressing the animal; you and me hae 
had a dowiieornc alike ; wc had better luie &'en in the deepest pool 
o' Tarras.” 

He was interrupted by the youngest of Iris sisters, who came run- 
ning out, and, speaking in a constrained voice, as if to stifle some 
emotion, called out to him, "Wliat arc ye doing there, Hobbie, 
fiddling about tlie naig, and there's ane frae Cumberland been wait- 
ing here for you this hour and mair? Haste ye in, man; Til take 
on the saddle.” 

‘‘Ane fine Cumberland!” exclaimed Elliot; and putting the bridle 
of his horse into the hand of his sister, lie nishcel into tiie cottage. 
“ Whore is he ? where is he ?” he exclaimed, glancing cageid^r around, 
and seeing only females ; “Did he bring news of Grace?” 

“ 11c douglitna bide an instapt langei'/' said the elder sister, still 
with a suppressed laugh, 

“ IJoiit no, bairns T’ said the old lady, with sometliing of a good- 
humoured reproof, “ye sliouldna vex your billy Hobbie tlmt way.-^ 
Jiook round, my baini, and see if there isna ane here mair than ye 
left this moniing. 

Hobbie looked eagerly round. “ There's you, and the three titties.'’ 

“ Tlicrc's four ol‘ us now’, Hobbie, lad,” said the youngest, who at 
this moment entered. 

In an instant Hobbie had in his arms Grace Armstrong, wlio^ with 
one of his sisters' ])laids around her, had passed unnoticed at his first 
eiitranoc. “ How dared you do this ?” said Hobbie. 

11 wasim my fault,” said Grace, ciuloavouring to cover her face 
^vitb licr luiiul.il to liide at once her blushes, and escape the stonu of 
jii'jtvty kisses -with w'liich her bridegroom punished her simple strata- 
It wa-^na my fiiult, Hobbie; yc slioiild kiss Jeanie and the 
ro.«;:t o’ them, for ilicy liae the o’t.” 

“ And ro 1 will,” said Hobbie, "aaid embraced and kissed his sisters 
and gnuubnotlicr a bundrod times, while the whole party half-laughed, 
ijiiif-criod. in {lio extremity of their joy. “ I am the liappiest man,” 
]Iol>]>io, 1 browing liims;elf down <iii a seat, almost exliausled, — 

1 nni the bappici^t Jiuiii in the xvorld!” 

Then, f) my dear bairn,” said llie good old dame, who lost no 
o’pporumit.) of* toaebing Ijcr lessons of religion at those moments 
xvhen llcai t was best open to receive it, — “ Then, O iny son, ^ive 
])rai e <o Him that brings smiles out o’ tears and ioy out o' grief, as 
lie brought light out o' darkness, and the ^vorld out o’ naethinff. 
Was it not my word, that if ye could say Ills will he done, ye might 
bae cause fo say His name he praised?” 

“ It was — it w.as your word, grannie; and I do praise Him for His 
mci’cy. and for leaving me a. good parent wlicn my am were gane,” said 
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Invest Hobbie, taking her band; "tliat puts mo in mind to think of 
Him, baith iii happiness and distress." 

There was a solemn pause of one or two minutes employed in the 
exercise of mental devotion, which expressed, in purity and sincerity, 
the gratitude of the affectionate family to that Providence wlio 
had unexpectedly restored to their embraces the friend whom tlu‘y 
had lost. 

llobbie's first inquiries were concerninff the adventures which 
Grace had undergone. They were told at length, but amounted in 
substance to this : — That she was awaked by the noise which tJitj 
ruffians made in breaking into the house, and by the resistance made 
by one or two of the servants, which was soon overpowered ; that, 
dressing herself hastily, she ran down stairs, and having semi, in the 
scuffle, VVestburnflat’s vizard drop ofl*, imprudcn% named him by his 
name, and besought him for mercy ; that the ruffian instantly stopped 
her mouth, dragged her from the house, and placed lier on horse- 
back, behind one of his associates. 

*‘ril break the accursed neck of him," said Ilobbic, "if tliero 
werena another Grtemc in the land but hinisell I" 

Siic i)roccedod to say, that she was can-ied southward along with 
the party, and the spoil which they drove hoforo thorn, until tlioy had 
crossed the Border. Suddenly a person, known to her as a kinsuuin 
of Westburnflat, came riding very fast after the marauders, and told 
their leader, that his cousin had learnt from a sure hand tliat no luck 
would come of it, unless tlie lass was restored to her friciuls. Alter 
some discussion, the cliicf of the party seemed to acquiesce. Oi'acc 
'was placed behind her new guardian, who pursued in silence, and 
'With great speed, the least-fTcquented path to the Ileugh-foot, and 
ere evening closed, set down the fatigued and terrified dam^ud witliin 
a quarter of a mile of the dwelling of her friends. J^Iany and sincere 
were the congratulations which passed on all sides. 

As these emotions subsided, less pleasing consideru lions began lo 
intrude themselves. 

" This is a miserable place for ye a'," said Hobbie, looking nroiind 
him; " I can sleep weel eneugh hiysell outby beside the mn'g', as I 
hae done monya lang night on the hills; but howyoarc/fo pnt 
yoursells up, I canna see! And what’s warn*, I canna mend it : and 
what’s w’aur than a’, the morn may come, and the day alter tlial, 
without your being a bit better oft, 

"It was a cowardly cruel thing," said one of the sisters, looki])g 
round, "to harry a i)uir family to the bare wa’s this gate." 

"And leave us neither stirk nor stot," said tlie youngest brother, 
wlio now entered, " nor slieeiJ nor lamb, nor auglit that cats grass 
and corn.” 

" If they had ony quaiTcl wi’ us, said Harry, the second brother, 
were we na ready to have fought it out? And that wo should Imvo 
been a frae hame, too,— ane and a’ upon the hill— -odd, nn 'w^e liad 
at hame. Will Grssme’s stamach shouldua hae wanted its morn- 
(■»ut it’s biding him, is it na, Hobbie ?” 

■jPiir neighbours liae taen a day at the Castleton to gree "svi’ him 
Too sight o* men," said Hobbie, mournfully ; " they behoved to 
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have it a’ their ain gate, or there was nae help to be got at theii* 
liands.” 

« To grce wi' him !'* exclaimed both his brothers at once, " after 
siccan au act of stoothrifc as liasna been heard o* in the country since 
the auld ridingf days!” 

“ Very true, billies, and my blood was e’en boiliiiff at it; but 

the siiylit Grace Armstrong has settled it brawly.” 

J^But the stocking, Hobble?” said John Elliot; ^Sve’re utterly 
mined, Harry and I hac been to gfather what was on the ontby 
land, and there’s scarce a cloot left. I kcmia how we’re to caiTy on 
— We maun a’ gang to the wars, I think, Westburntlat hasna 
the means, e’cii if lie had the will, to make up our loss ; there’s nae 
mends to be got out o’ him, but what yc take out o* his bancs. He 
hasna a four-footed creature but the vicious blood thiiif? he rides on, 
and that’s sair trashed wi’ liis ni^lit wark. We are ruined stoop and 
roon.” 

Hobbie cast a mournful fflauce on Grace Armstrong, who returned 
it with a downcast look ana a gentle sigh. 

Diimabe cast down, bairns,” snid the grandmother, " wc hue gudo 
friends that winna forsake us jn adversity, ’i'licre’s Sir Thomas 
Kittleloof is my third cousin by the mother’s side, niid ho has come 
hy a hantlc siller, and been mode a knight-baronet into the bargain, 
for being anc o’ the commissioners at the Union.” 

“ lie wadna gie a bodle to save us frae famishing,” said Hobbie : 

“ and, if lie did, the bread that 1 bought wi’t would stick in my throat, 
when 1 tliought it was part of the price of puirauld Scotland’s crown 
and independence.” 

“ Tliere's the Laird o’ Dundei’, anc o’ the auldest families in Tiviot- 
dalo.” • 

‘•He's in the tolbooth, mother — he’s in the Heai't of Mid-Lou Jen 
f*)r a tliousand merk lie borrowed from Saunders Wyliecoat the 
writer.” 

‘‘ Poor man!” exclaimed Mrs Elliot, ‘‘ can wc no send him some- 
(] ling, Hobbie?” 

“ Yc forget, grannie, ye forget wcw^ant help oursclls,” said llobbio 
sonnnvhat peevishly. 

‘•'J’rotli did I, liinn 3 %” replied the good-natured lady, “just at the 
instant; it’s sae natural to think on ane’s blude relations before 
llnmisclls. — But there’s young Earnscliif.” 

“ JIc lias ower little o’ his ain; and siccan a name to keep up, it 
wnd be a shame,” said Hobbie, “to burden him wi’ our distress. And 
I'll tell ye, grannie, it’s needless to sit rhyming ower the stylo of a’ 
vonr hitli, kin, and allies, as if there was a charm in their braw names 
to do us good ; the grandges bac forgotten us, and those of our^ ain 
degree line just little eneugh to gang on wi’ tliemsells ; ne’er a friend 
line we that can, or wiU, help us tQ stock tlie farm again.” 

“ Then, Hobbie, we maun trust in Him that can raise up friends 
and fortune out o’ the bare moor, as they say.” 

Hobbie s]n’ung upon liis feet. “ Ye are right, grannie ! ” he ex 
claimed ; “ ye arc right. I do ken a friend on tlie bare moor, that 
bailh can and w\]\ help us—The turns o’ this day hae dung iny 



Iiead clean hirdic-ici’^die. I left an muckle powd lyingf ou MncUe- 
f^tane-Moor iliis nooming as would pleuish the liouse and ntock the 
Ileugh-foot twice oweT, and I Jitn certaiu sure Eh^hie wadnn grudge 
ua ^e use of it.*^ 

paid his graudmotlier iu astonishment; what Elsljie 
do you mean ? . 

‘‘ Wliat Elflhio should I mean, tut canny Ebhic, the Wight o’ 
Muclvlcstane." rt'jdiod Ilobbie. 

God forfend, niy baitn, you should gang to fetch water out o* 
broken cishiins, or acok for relief frao them that deal wi’ tlic llsil 
Oue ! Thera w'as never luck in their nor grace in ilieir 
And tlie haill country kens that body Elshife’s an unco ipiiu. O, if 
there wa^s tlie law, and the douce quiet administration of lustjcc^ that 
makes n- kingdom flouvi.di in righteousness, the like o’ them siddna 
he suffered to live! The wizard and tlie wdtcli are the abomination 
and the evil thing in the land.” 

“ Troth, mother ” answered ITobbie, ,"ye may say what ye like, 
but I am in the mind that witches and w:arlocks havena half the 


power they Imd hmg sync ; at least, sure am I, that ac ill-doYJBcr, 
lilcc anld ElHoslaw. or ao ill-doei*, like that d-ld villain Wcstlmrn- 
flat, is a greater })lufi;*ue and abomination in a country-side tlian a 
haill cumlo o’ tJio warst witches that evcrcjipercd on a bj’oorn- 
stick, or played cantrips on Fastorn’s E’en. It wad Jiao been lang 
or Elsliio had burnt down my house and bnms, and I am detor- 
mined to try if lie will do auglit to build them up again. He ’s wc(‘I 
kend a skilfu’ man ower o’ the country, as far as Brough inulor 
Htanmme.” 


Bide a wtc, my bairn ; mind his benefits havena thriven wi’ a' 
body. Jock Howcicn died o’ the ve^’ same disorder Elshie pre- 
tended to cure him of, about the fa’ o’ the leaf ; and tljoiigh lie 
helped Lanihside’s cow weel out o’ the moor-ill, vet the lonj>ing-ill 
been sairer amaiig his sheep than ony season before. And then 1 
have heard he uses sic words abusing human nature, tluit’s like a 
fleeing in the face of Providence; and yc mind ye said yoursell, th<.‘ 
first time ye ever saw him, that ho was mair like abogletnan ii h'\ing 
thing.” 

"Hold, motlier,” said Ilobbie, "Eishic’s no that bad achield; 
he ’s a grewsome spectacle for a crooked disciple, to bo sure, ajul 
a rough talker, but his bark is wmir than Jiis Idle ; :'-ae, if J ]i;»d 
anes poinefhiiig to cat, for I havena had a morsel ower nsy ibvosit 
this day, 1 wad ftreek mysell doivn for twa (U’ thre(' houi's asidi* 
the beast, and bo on and awa to Mucklestanc wi’ tin* fhvt o' 

morning.” 

" And wliat for no tlie night, Ilobbie,” said ILirrv, and 1 will i i.le 
M i’ you r ” • 

" My naig is tired,” said ITobbip. 

“ You may take nine, then,” said John. 

" But I am a wee thing wearied mysell.” 

" You wearied? ’* said ilariy ; " shame on ye ! ] have kenned >e 
ik^ep the saddle four-and-twenty hours thcgitlier and ne'er sic a word 
weariness in your wame.” 
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through tbe casement of the cottag^e ; ” anoi to speak and 
shame the deal, though Elefaie^s a foal honest fallow, yet some- 
gate I would rather take d^ wi* me Vjdaen I gang to visit 
him.”, " ^ . 

This frank ayowal yut a stop tp further ^gtimeiata and Hobbie, 
having thus compromised mattos between tbe rashness of his bro- 
ther’s counsel and the timid cautions which he received from his 
grandmother, refreshed himself with such ft»od as the cottage afford- 
ed; and, after a cordial Sijblutatioai alt round, retired to the shed, and 
stretched liimaclf beside his ti^y pirifrey. His brothers sliared 
between them some trusses of dean straw, disposed in the stall 
usually occupied by old Aunaple^s* cow ; and the females arranged 
themselves for repose as ^\oll as the accommodations of the cottage 
would permit. 

With the first dawn of nionung, Hobbie arose; and, baviug 
rubbed down and saddled bis horse, he set forth to Mucklestanc- 
Moor. He avoided the coidimy of either of his brothers, from an 
idea that the Dwarf was most propitious to those who visited him 
alone. 

“ The creature,” said he to liimself, as he went along, “ is np 
;ie5ghbourly ; ao body at a time is fully mair than he weel can 
iibide. I wonder if ho ’a looked out o’ the crib o’ him to gather 
up the bag o* siller. If he hasna done that, it will hae been 
a hrewy wiudfa’ for somebody, and I’ll be finely flung. Come, 
'farras,’* said he to his horse, striking him at the same time with 
liis spur, ‘‘ make mair fit, man ; wc maun be first on the field if we 
can,” 

lie was now on the heath, which began to be illuminated by the 
beams of the rising sun ; the gentle declivity which he was descend- 
ing presented him a distmet, though distant view of the Dwarf’s 
dwelling. The door opened, and Hobbie witnessed w*ith his own 
eyes that phenomenon which he had frequently heard mentioned. 
T\vo liinnan figures (if that of iJic Dw'^arf coiud be termed such) 
issued from the .solitary abode of the Recluse, and stood as if' in 
i;<mverse I ogether in the open air. The taller form then stooped, as 
if taking something up which lay beside the door of the hut, then 
both moved foiMvard a little Avay, and again halted, as in deep con- 
ference. All liohbie’s .superstitious terrors revived on witnessing 
thi:'> :’])t. etacle. That tl e Dwarf would open Ijis dwelling to a nKWtai 
guest, was a^^ imj)rol>allo as that any oiui w^ould choose Toluntarily 
to he his noelurnal visit r; and, under full convictuni t hat he beliold 
a wizard holding' intercourse with his fiiiniliar spirit, Hobbie pulled 
in a, t once his hVeiith and liis bridle, resolved not to incur the in- 
diguaiion of cither by a Iiasty intrusion on their ctmfcrencc. They, 
w erci probably aw^arc* of liis approach, for he had not halted for a 
moment before theDwurt* returned to his cottage; and the taller 
figure wJio had accompanied him, g-lidcd round the enelositre of 
the garden, and scemod to di»Cii)pejir from the eyes of the admiring 
Holfine. 

>SiW ever Tnorhil the like o’ that! ” said Elliot; ‘Dnit my case is 



220 TALES OlVMV 

desperate, sae, if lie were Beelzebub lumscU, Tse venture down the 
l)rae on him." 

Yet, notwithstaudiiig his assumed courage, he slackened his pace, 
when, nearly upon tlie very spot where no had last seen the tall 
figure, he discerned, as il* lurking among the long heather, a small 
black rough-looldng object, like a terrier dog. 

“ lie lias nae dog that ever I heard ofV' said Ilobbie, “ hut 
monv a dcil about his hand — ^Lord forgie me for saying sic a 
W'ord I — It keeps its grmid, be what it Bke — I ’m judging it 's a 
badger; but wliae kens W’bat shapes thae bogles will take to 
fright a body ? it ■will maybe start up like a lion or a crocodile 
when I come nearer, Tse e’en dnve a stane at it, for if it change 
its diape when 1 'm ower neai;, Tairas will never stand it ; ami it 
win bo ower muckle to liae him and the dcil to tight wi’ baitli at 
aiice." 

He therefore cautiously threw a stone at the object, which con- 
tinued motionless. ‘‘It's nae living thing, after a'," said llubliie, 
approaching, “ but the very bag o’ siller he iiung out o’ the win- 
dow yesterday ! and that other queer lang creature has just bri)nght 
it sae muckle fixrthcr on the way to me." He then advanced and 
lifted the heavy fur pouch, which was quite full of gold. “ hlercy on 
usl " said Hobble, whose heart fluttered bctweeirglec at the revival 
of his hopes and prospects in life, and suspicion of the i)ur])03e for 
which this assistance was afforded him — “ Morey on us ! it ’s an 
a"^vfu’ thing' to toucJi what has been sae lately in the claws of some- 
thing no canny. I canria shake jnpell loose o’ the bclicff that there 
has been some jookery-paiikery or Satan’s in a’ tin's ; but 1 am de- 
termined tocoiulucfc myselllike an liouest man and a good Christian, 
come o’t what -will.” 

Ifc advanced accoi'dingly to the cottage door, and having knocked 
rc])eatcdly w ithout rcccfving any .answ-or, lie at Icngtii clevatt'd Jiis 
voice and addressed the inmate of the hut. “ lulshie ! J'’atlier Klsliic ! 
I kon ye ’re wn'thin doors, and wanking, for 1 saw ye at tlie door- 
cheek as I cam ow’cv tlic bent; will yc come out and s]»cakjiist a 
glift' to ane tliat has mony thanks to g^e yc? — It w'as a’ true yo toll’d 
me about AVestburnftat; but he ’s sent back Grace safe and skaitli- 
less, sac there ’s nae ill happened yet Init wdiat may be sullercd or 
sustained. Wad ye but come out a glifl’, man, or biit say yc ’rc lis- 
tening? Aw'eel, since ye w1nn«a answer, I’sc eVn proceed wi’ my 
tale. Yc see I liac been thinking it wad be a sair tlang on tAva 
young folk, like Grace and me, to put aff our marriage for mony 
years till I was abroad and came back again w1’ some gear : and they 
sny folk inauiina take booty in the wars ns they did lang' syne, and 
the queen’s pay is a sma’ matter ; tliere ’s nae gathering gear on 
that — and then my grandamc ’s mild — and my sisters wad sit peengin’ 
at the ingle-side for want o’ me to ding them about — and Earnsdiff, 
or tlie neighbourhood, or maybe your siiii sell, Elslue, might w^ant 
some good turn that Ilob Elliot could do ye — and it’s a pity tliat the 
auld liousc o’ the Heugli-foot should bo wrecked a’thogither. Sae 

Iw'as thinking but deil liae me, that I should say sae,’’ con- 

Jtimied lie, checking himself, ‘‘ if I can bring* raysell to tiik a favour 
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of ane that \yijina sac muckle as ware a word ou me, to tell me if ho 
hears me speaking till hiiu/^ 

Say what thou wilt — do what thou wilt,” answrered the Dwarf 
from lus cabin. “ but begone, and leave me at peace.” 

“ Weel, w'cel,” replied Elliot, ^ since ye are willing to hear me, Tse 
make my tale short. Since ye arc sae kind as to say ye arc content 
to lend me as muckle siller as w^ill stock and plenish the Ileugh-foot, 
I am content, on my part, to accept tlie courtesy wi' mony kind 
thanks ; and troth, 1 tliink it will be as safe in niy hands as yours, if 
ye leave it flung about in that gate for the first loon body to lift, for- 
oye the risk o’ bad neighbours that can win through steekit doors and 
lockfast places, as 1 can tell to my cost. I say, since ye hae sae 
muckle consideration for me, Tse he blithe to accept your kindness ; 
and my mother and me (she’s a liferenter, and I am fiar, o’ the lands 
o' IViaeopen) would grant you a wadset, or an heritable bond, for the 
siller, and to pay the aiiiiiial-rcnt half-yearly; and Saunders Wyliecoat 
to draw the bond, and you to he at nac charge wi’ the writings.” 

“ Cut short thy jargon, and begone,” said the Divarf ; thy loqua- 
cious bull-headed honesty makes thee a more intolerable plague than 
the light-fingered courtier v/ho wmld take k man’s all without 
troubling him with either thanks, explanation, or apology. Hence, I 
say, thou art one of those tame slaves whose word is as good as tlieir 
bond. Keep the money, principal and interest, until I demand it of 
tliec.” 

“ But,” continued the pertinacious Borderer. ‘‘ wc are a’ life-like 
and deatli-like, Elshie, and tlioro really should be some black and 
white ou this transaction. Sac just make me a minute, or missive, in 
ony form yo like, and I'sc •wi’ito it fair ower, and subscribe it before 
famous witnesses. Only, Elshie, I wad wuss ve to pit naething in ’t 
that may bo prejudicial to my salvation; for 111 hae the minister to 
read it ov.er, and it wad only he exposing yoursell to nae purpose. 
And now I’m ganging iiwa’, fur yell be wearied o’ my cracks, and 1 
am wearied wf crackiug without an answer— and I’se bring ye a bit 
o’ brideV-cake aue o’ time days, and maybe bring Grace to see you. 
Ye wad like to see Grace, man, for as dour as ye are — Eh, Lord ! I 
wish, lie may be weel, that was a sair granc ! or, maybe, be tliouglit I 
was si)eukiiig of iicavenly grace, aiul no of Grace Armstrong. Poor 
man, I am l ery doubtfu’ o’ his condition ; but 1 am sure he is as kind 
to me MS if I were Ids son, and a (lueer-looking father 1 wad hae had, 
if tliat had been e'en sae.” 

IJobbie new relieved his benefactor of his presence, and rode 
blithely home to display his treasure, and consult upon the means of 
repairing the damage ivldch his fortune had sustained tlirough the 
aggression of the Red Reiver of Westburniiat. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Three rofllnus sciaca mo ycsler mom, 

Alas ! u maiden most forlorn ; 

They choked my cries with wicked might, 

And bound me on a palfrey white 
As sure as Heaven shall pity me, 

X cannot tell what men they be. 

Cknitabelle. 

The oourse of our story must liei’e revert u little, to detail the <;ir« 
cumstanees which had placed Miss Vei*e in the Unpleasant situation 
from whicli she was unexpectedly, and indeed uninteutionailj libe- 
rated, by the itppearanec of Earnscliff and Elliot, with their friends 
and followers, before the Tower of Westburnflat. 

On the mornings preceding? the night in which Hobliic's house was 
plundered and burnt, Miss v ere was requested by her father to jic- 
coinpany him in a walk through a distant part of the romantic grounds 
which lay round liis castle of Ellieslaw. “ To hear v/as to obey,” in 
tlia tiTu/style of Oriental despotism; but Isabella trembled in silence 
while she followed her father, tlwongh rough paths, now winding by 
the side of the river, now ascending the clihs which serve for its 
banks. A single servant, selected perhaps for his stupidity., was tbe 
only person who attended them. From her father's silence, Isabella 
little doubted that he had chosen this distant and sequestered scene 
to resume the argument which they had m frequenth maintained 
upon the subject of Sir Frederick's addresses, and tlnifc ho was medi- 
tating ill what manner he should most eftectuaJly imiiress upon her 
the necessity of receiving him as her suitor. But her fear.-v seemed 
for some time to be iinibunded. I’be only sentences wbieh licr fUtlier 
from time to time addressed to her, resiieeied the beauties of the 
romantic landscape through which they strolled, and which varied its 
features at every scci». To the-.e observations, although they seeuivd 
to come from a lieavt oecr.piod by more gloomy as well as more im- 
portant cares, Isabella endoiivoui cd to answei' in a manner as free 
and unconstrained as it ivas possible (or lier to assumes amid the 
involuntary apprehensions which crowded upfni her imngination. 

Sustaining with mutual difTicuIty a desultory couversadon, they . 
length gained the centre <*f a small wood, composed of large oak., 
intermingled with birdies, luountam-aslies, Jia:a‘},lioll 3 ', and a variety 
of underwood. The bouglis of the tall trees met closely above, anil 
the underwood filled up each interval between their trunks below'. 
The spot on which they stood was rather more open ; still, however, 
embowered under the naturiil arcade of tall trees, and darkened on 
the sides for a apace aromid by a great and lively growth of copse- 
wood and bushes. 

‘‘ And here, Isabella,” said Mr Vore, as lie pursued the conversa- 
tion, so often resumed, so often dropped, here 1 would erect an altar 
to Friendsliip.” ^ 

“ To Friendship, sir!” said Miss Verc; and why on this gloomy 
and sequestered spot, rather than elsewhere?” 
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O, the propriety of the locale is easily vindicated,” rgilicd her 
father, with a sneer. * You know. Miss Vere, (for you, I am well 
awnre, are a leanied young' lady,) you know, that the Komaus were 
not satisfied witli embodying, for the purpose Of worship, each useful 
quality and moral virtue to which they could give a name; but they, 
moreover, Avorshipped the same under each variety of titles and attri- 
l)utcs which could give a distinct sliade, or individual character, to 
the virtue in question. Now, for example, the Friendship to whom 
a temple should be here dedicated, is not Masculine Friendshij), Avliich 
abhors and despises duplicity, art, and disguise ; but Female Friend- 
shij), which consists in little else uian a mutual disposition on the part 
of the friends, as they call themselves, to abet each other in obscure 
fraud and petty intrigue.” 

You live severe, sir," said Miss Vere. 

Only just,” said her father ; a liumble copier I am from nature, 
with the advantage of contemplating two such excellent studies as 
Lucy llderton and yourself. " 

If I have been unfoi'tunate enough to offend, air, I can conscien- 
iioirly excuse Miss llderton from being cither my counsellor or con- 
fidant.’ ' 

“ Indeed! how came you, then," said F»Tr Vere, ‘‘ by the flippancy 
of s])oecli, and pertness of argument, by which you have dh^gusted Sir 
IVochryick, and ghTii mo of late such deep offence?" 

If rnv manner lias been so unfortunate as to disjdease you, sir, it 
i.i impossible for me to apologise too deeply, or too sincerely ; but I 
cannot confess the same contrition for liaving answered Sir Frederick 
iHiijsmtly Avhen he pressed me rudely". Since he forgot 1 avos a lady, 
it Avas iiJin* to shew him that I am at least a woman." 

’ llosm ve, then, your pertness for those who press you on the 
fepic. Isabella," sai(fher father cohlly; for my I iiiii weary of 
the siibj <-'Ct, and will never speak upon it {igain." 

C^ll bless you, my dear father, " said Isabella, seixing liis reluc- 
tant hand; there is iiotliing you can impose on me, save tlie task 
oi' |i..fceniiig to this man's persecution, that I will call, or think, a 
hanhiiip.” 

Von are very obliging, Miss Vcrc, when it happens to suit you to 
h » dutiful, '' said* her unrelenting father, forcing himself at tlie same 
liniv* from tlie affectionate grasp of her hand; “but licnceforAvard, 
child, X shall save myseli* the trouble of offering you unpleasant 
advi(*e on any tojiic. You must look to yourself.” 

At this moment four ruffians rushed upon them. Mr Vere and 
his servant drew their hangers, which it was the fashion of the time 
to Avear. and attempted to" defend themselves and protect isabeila. 
But while eacli of them was engaged by an antagonist, she was 
forced into the tiiicket by the two remaining villaiiiR, who placed her 
and thems(‘lves on horses Avliicli stood ready beliind the copse-wood, 
'i'hoy mounted at the same time, and, placing her between them, set 
off at a round gallop, liolding the reins of her horse ou each side. 
By many an obscure and winding jiath, over dale and down, thi:ough 
moss and moor, she Avas conveyed to the tower of Westburiffiat, 
»vhcro she remained strictly watched, but not otherAvise ill-treated, 
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tinder tlie guardianship of the old irYoman, to whose son that retren.t 
belonged. No entreaties could prevail unon the hag to give Miss 
Vere any information on the object of her being carried forcibly oif, 
and connned in this secluded ])lace. The arrival of Earnscliff, with 
a strong party of horsemen, before the tower, alarmed the robber. 
As he liaa already directed Grace Armstrong to be restored to her 
friends, it did not occur to liim that this unwelcome visit waa^ on her 
account; and seeing at the head of tlie party, Earnsclilf, whose 
attaclimcnt to Miss vere was “whispered in tiie country, lie doubted 
not that her liberation was the sole object of the attack upon his 
fastness. The dread of personal consequences compelled him to 
deliver up his prisoner in the manner we nave alreadv related. 

At the moment the tramp of horses was heard wfiicli carried off 
the daughter of Ellieslaw, her father fell to the earth, and his ser- 
vant, a stout young fellow, who was gaining ground on the rufliaii 
with whom he ha,d boon engaged, left the combat to come to his 
master’s assistance, little doubting that he had received a mortal 
wound. Both the villains immediately desisted irom farther combat, 
and, retreating into the thicket, mounted their horses, and went off 
at full speed after their companions. Meantime, Dixon luul the 
satisfaction to find Mr Vere not only alive, but un wounded, lie had 
oveiTeachod himself, and stumbled, it seemed, over the root of a tree, 
in making too eager a blow at his antagonist. Tlie despair he felt 
at liis daughter’s disappearance, was, in Dixon s phrase, such as 
would have melted the heart of a whin stane, and lie was so much 
exhausted by his feelings, and the vain researches which lie made to 
discover the* track of tlie ravishers, that a coxisiderablc time (dapsed 
ere he reached homo, and communicated the alarm to his domestics. 

All Iiis conduct and gestures were those of a desiierate man. 

"Speak not to me. Sir Frederick,” he said impatiently; "yon are 
no father — she was my child, an ungi'alcfiil one, J fear, lait still my 
child — my only child" Where is Miss llderion? she must know 
sometliiug of this. It corresponds with wliat 1 was informed of her 
schemes. Go, Dixon, call Ilatclifie here — Let him come willioiU a 
minute’s delay.” 

The person he had named at this moment, entered the romn. 

“ I jmy, Dixon,” continued Mr Vere, in an altered tone, "let Mr 
Ratclifte know, I beg the favour of his company on jinrticiilni* busi- 
ne^ — Ah! my dear sir,” he proceeded, as if noticing him for (lie 
lyM time, "you are the very man whose advice can be of die utmost 
sendee to me in this cruel extremity.” 

"What has happened, Mr Vere, to discompose you?” said Mr 
Batcliffo, gravely; and while the Laird of Ellieslaw "details to him, 
with the most animated gestures of grief and indigiiati(>n, the sin- 
gular adventure of llic morning, we shall take tlie opportunity to 
inform our readers of the relative circumstances in which these 
ffentlemen stood to each other. 

emly yoiith, Mi* Ver^ of Ellieslaw had lieen rcmark<able for a 
of dissipation, which, in advanced life, he had exchanged for 

Jno less destructive career of dark and turbulent ambition. In 
* cases he had gratified the predominant passion without respect 
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to the diniiimtion of liis private fortune, although, where such 
inducements were \ranting, he was deemed dose, avaricious, anti 
grasping. Ilis affairs being much embarrassed by his earlier extra- ' 
vagance, he went to England, where he w^as understood to have 
formed a very advantageous matrimonial connection. He was many 
years absent from his family estate. Suddenly and unexpectedly he 
returned a widower, bringing with liim his daughter, then a girl of 
about ten years old. From this moment his expense seemed un- 
bounded, ill the eyes of the simple inhabitants or liis native moun- 
tains. It was supposed he must necessarily have plunged himself 
deeply in debt, i ct he continued to live in the same lavish expense, 
until some months before the commencement of our narrative, when 
llic public opiuioii of his omharrassed circumstances was confirmed, 
by tlie residence of Mr llatcliffe at Ellicslaw Castle, who, by the 
tacit consent, though obviously to the great displeasure, of the lord 
of the mansion, seemed, from the moment of his arrival, to assume 
and exercise a predominant and unaccountable influence in the 
management of his jirivate affairs. 

^Ir Ilatcliffe was a grave, steady, reserved man, in an advanced 
period of life. To those with wliom he had occasion to speak upon 
business, he appeared uncommonly well versed in all its forms. 
With others he held little communication; but in any casual inter* 
course or conversation, displayed the powers of an active and well- 
iiiforined mind. For some time before taking up his final residence 
at tlie castle, ho Imd been an occasional visiter there, and was at such 
times treated by Mr Vere (contrai7 to his general practice towards 
those who were inferior to him in rank) with marked attention^ and 
even deference. Yet his arrival always appeared to he an embar- 
rassment to his host, and his departure a relief ; so that, when he 
became a constant iuiiiatc of the family, it was impossible not to 
observe indications of the displeasure with whicli Mr Vere regJirded 
his j)reseiicc. Indeed, their intercourse formed a singular mixture of 
confidence and constraint. Mr Ycre’s most important aflairs were 
regulated by Mr Ilatcliffe ; and although he was none of those in- 
dulgent men of fortune, who, too indolent to manage their own 
business, are glad to devolve it upon another, yet, in many instances, 
lie was observed to give up his ovni judgment, and submit to the 
contrary opinions which Mr llatclille did not hesitate distinctly to 
ex]n-ess. 

JS^otliing seemed to vex Mr Vere more than when strangers indi- 
ciited any observation of the state of tutelage under which he ap- 
])Cin'ed to labour. When it was noticed by Sir Fi’ederick, or any of 
liis infiniates, be sometimes repelled their remarks haughtily and 
indignantly, and sometimes endeavoured to evade them, by saying, 
udtli a forced laugh, “ That Ilatcliffe knew his own importance, but 
tliat he was the most honest and skilful fellow in the world; and that 
it would be impossible for him to manage his English aflairs without 
I'is advice and assistance.” Such was the person who entered the 
room at the moment Mr Vere was summoning him to his presence, 
and who now heard witli surprise, mingled with obvious incredulity^ : 
the hasty iian-ative of what luid befiillen Isabella. 
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Her Mher «Qtidittded) addressing Sir iVeteiek and the other 
gentlemeii, mho atooS aYound in astomslunont, ^‘And now, iriy 
ftiends, yon see the most unhi^py father in Scotland. Lend me 
yonr assistance, gentlemen— give me your adrice, Mr Eatcliffc. I 
am incapable of acting, or thinking, under the xinexpected violence 
of such a blow.” . 

** Let us take our horses* call our atteuaanis, and scour the country 
in pursuit of the villains,” said Sir Frederick. 

" Is tliere no one whom you con suspect,” said RattdiflFe, gravely, 
"of having some motive for this steango crime? These arc not tilt' 
days of romance, when ladies are cairicd off merely for {Inlr 
beauty.” 

" l‘ fear ” said Mr Verc, "loan too well account for ihU stnuj o 
incident. Bead this letter, which Miss Lucy lidcrton iJiongla iit 
to address from mv house of EUieslaw to yomig Mr Ijjirn cliii; 
whom, of all men, Ihjive a hereditary right to call iny enemy. You 
see she writes to him as the confidant of a passion whicli he lists 
the assurance to entertain for my daughter; tells him she serve-” 
his cause with her friend very ardently, but that ho has a iVieinl 
in the garrison who serves him yet more eftectually. Look par- 
ticularly at the nencillcd passages,* Mr Eatcliffc, where this im^ddn'ng 
girl recoinmoncis bold measures, wdtli «au assurance that his suit 
would he successful anywhere bcyoml the bounds of the havony of 
l^llieslaw,” 

" And you argue, from this roinantic letter of a, very ronnudir 
young lady, Mr Vere,” said Katcliffe, " that young Eavnsi*iitl' has car- 
ried ofl’your daughter, and committed a very great and criiniujd acl 
of violence, on no better advice and aKsunmee than that of 
Lucy lldertou?” 

" what else can 1 think ?” said KlHeslaw. 

" What else canyon tliiuk?” said Sir Frederick; " or wlio i Ff 
ef)uld have any motive for committing such a. crime?” 

" Were that the Ixvst mode of fixing tlie guilt” said iVIr ilalcJiti\‘. 
calmly, "there might easily be pointed out persons to whom such 
actions are more congenial, and who lia^c also sufficient, motives ol' 
instigation. 8upposnig it w^ere judged advisable^ to j’emovc Mis^^ 
Vere to some place in which constramt miglit be exercised upon Jjor 
inclinations to a degree which eannol at jn-esenf he atU’in])tcd inulci’ 
the roof of ElliesJaw Castle — VVluit .-iuvH Hir Fn'dorick Ijiingley t'* 
that supposition ?” 

" I say,” returned 8ir Frederick, " that aithougli Air Vere may 
clioosc to endure in Mr Ratdifie freedoms totally iiicousistent wills 
his situation in life, 1 will not permit such license of imnumdo, hy 
ivord or look, to ho extended to me, wish impunity.” 

" And I say,” said youug Maresclud of Marescl ml- Wells, who 
was also a guest at the castle, " that you are all stark-mad to 
be standing wrangling here, instead of going in pursuit of lli<i 
rm|&ns.” 

have ordered off the domestics already in the truck luoot likely 
“'overtake them,” said Mr Vcrc; " if you will favour me with your 
‘Com])any, we will follow them, and assist in the scarcli/' 
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Tbe efforts of tlie party w^e totally unsuccessfol, probably be- 
cause EUieslaw directed the pursiat to proceed in the directiou 
of Eamscliff-Tower, under the supposition that the owner would 
prove to be the author of the violence^ so that they followed a 
direction diametrically opposite to that in which the ruffians had 
jictuaUy proceeded. ‘In the evening they returned, harassed and 
out of spirits. But other guests had» in the meanwhile^ arrived at 
the castle; and, after the recent loss sustained ]jy the owner had 
been related, wondered at, and lamented, the recollection of it 
was, for the present, drowned in the discussion of deep political 
intrigues, of which the crisis and explosion were momentarily looked 
for. 

^ Several of the gentlemen who took part in this divan were Catho- 
lics, and all of them stanch Jacobites, whose hopes were at present 
at tlie highest pitch, as an invasion, in favom* of the Pretender, 
was daily expected from France, which Scotland, between the 
defenceless state of its garrisons and fortified places, and the gene- 
ral disaffection of the inhabitants, was rather prepared to welcome 
than to resist. Batclifle, who neither sought to assist at their con- 
sultations on this subject, nor was iuvited to do so, had, in -tlie mean- 
while, retired to his own apartment. Miss Uderton was sequestered, 
from society in a sort of honourable confinement, “ until, said Mr 
Vere, she should he safely conveyed home to her father's house,” 
an opportunity for which occurred on the following day. 

The domestics could not help thinking it remarkable how soon the 
loss of Miss Yore, and the strange manner in which it had happened, 
seemed to be forgotten by the other guests at the castle. They 
knew not, that those the most interested in her fate were W’^cll ac- 
quainted Avith the cause of her being carried ofi^ and the i>lace of 
her retreat: and that the others, in the anxious and doubtful mo- 
ments which preceded tlie breiikiiig forth of a conspiracy, were little 
accessible to any feelings but what arose immediately out of their 
owJi machinations. 


tiiAPTEu xn. 

uiu; w ay, sonic anollier— Do you kuow' 
\\ Jierc wc nijiy apprehoml her? 


Txin researches after Miss Vere were (for the sake of appeai*- 
anoes, perhaps) resumed on the succeeding day, with similar bad 
success, and the party Arerc returning towards EllieslaAV in the 
evening. 

It is singular,” said Mareschal to Batcliffe, “ that four horsemen 
and a female prisoner should have passed through the country witli- 
out leaving the slightest trace of their passage. One would think 
they liad traversed the air, or sunk through the ground.^' 

“ Men may often,” nnsAvered Hatclifte, “ arrive at the knowledge 
of that Avhicn w, from discovering that wliich is not. We have now 
scoured every road, path, and track leading fi*om the castle, in -all 
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the various points of the compass, saving only that intricate find dif- 
ficult pass well leads southward dov^n the Westburn, and through 
ihe morajses/* 

“ And why hare wc not examined that?” sanl Mareschal. 

O, Mr Vere can best answer that question,” replied his eompa- 
.iiion dryly. 

Then I will ask it instantly," said Marcsdial ; and, addressing 
Mr Verc, am informed, said he, “ there is a paili wo lia\e 
3 iot examined, leading by Westbiirntlat.” 

“ O,” said »Sir Frederick, laughing, we know the owner of 
Westbumliat well — a wild la<l, that knows little ditreronee ]>n- 
tween liis ncighbour’a gootls and his own ; but, withal, very honest 
to his principles: He would disturb nothing belonging to Kiiies- 
law.” 

** Besides,” said Mr Vere, smiling mysteriously, “ lie Inul otlier 
tow on his distaff last night. IlaVc you not hoard young JOlJiot of 
the Ileugli-foot lias had his Jiousc burnt, and his cattle driven a\\ay, 
because he refused to give up his arms to some honest men tliat 
think of starting for tlic kiiig/^ 

The comiianv smiled upon each otlier, as at hearing of an exploit 
which favoured their own views. 

“Yet, nevertheless,” resumed Mareschal, ‘*1 think wc ougljt to 
ride in this direction also, otherwise wc shall certainly be blamed for 
our negligence.” 

No reasonable objection could be offered to this proposal, and tlie 
party tuniecl their horses’ heads towards Westbumliat. 

They had not proceeded very far in that direction when the tramp- 
ling of horses was heard, and a small body of riders were i)erceivod 
advancing to meet them. 

"There comes Earuscliff,” said Mareschal; "1 know Ids brig'ht 
bay with the star in liis front.” 

" And there is my daughter along with him,” oxelainied Vere, 
furiously. " Whu shall call my saspicious false or injurious now ? 
Gentlemen — friends — lend me the assistance of your swords for the 
recovery of my child.” 

lie .unsheathed his weapon, and was imitated by ^Sir Frederick and 
several of the party, who prepared to charge Iboso that were sidvan- 
cing towards them. But the gi’eater psirt hesitated. 

" They come to us in all peace and ficcurity said Mareselial- 
Wells ; let us first hear wliat account they give us of tliis mjstm ions 
affair. If Miss Vere has sustained the slightest insult dr injury 
from Earnscliff, I will be the first to revenge her ; but lot us liear 
what they say.” 

"You do me wrong by your susincions, Mareschal,” coidinued 
Vere; “you arc the last I would liiivo expected to hear express 
tliem.” 

" You injure yourself, Eilieslaw, by your violence, though tlie 
cause may excuse it.” 

He then advanced a little before tlic rest, and called out, with a 
loud voice, — “Stand, Mr Karnsclifi*; or do you and Miss Vere nd- 
rauce alone to meet us. You are cliargcd with having carried that 
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Irtdy off from her falhcr’s boii^c; and we are here in nrms fo sjlied 
our best blood for her rccovei*y, and for brin.^ing: to juatice those 
who iiav'G injured her." 

And wlio would do fljafc more wu’llinn^ly than I, Mr Mareselml?'* 
said Earnsclifl*, hau^jlitily,— “ than 1» who Jiiul the satisfaction this 
inorniii«: to liberate her from the dungeon in which I found her 
confined, and who am now escorting her back to the castle of 
l^lllicsbiw 

“ Ir this Ro, Miss Vere ?” said Mareschal. 

“ It is,” answered Isabella, eagerly, — " it is so ; for Heaven’s sake 
Rlieathe your swords. I will swear by all that is sacred, that 1 was 
carried ofi']>y ruffians, whose persons and object w^erc alike unknown 
to me, and am now restored to freedom by n\caiis of this gentleman’s 
gallant interference.” 

“By whon, and wherefore, could this have been done?” pur- 
sued ’Mareschal. — “Had you no knowledge of the place to wdiich 
}on 'svevQ convoyed? — ^l^kniHcliff, where did you find tins lady?” 

But ere cither question could be answered, Ellieslaw advanced, 
and, returning liis sword to the scabbard, cut short the conference. 

“ When 1 know’,” lie said, “ exactly how much I owe to Mr Eams- 
cliff, lie may relj on suitable acknowledgments ; meantime,” taking 
the In idlc <)f Miss Veve’a horse, “ thus far I thank him for replacing 
niy daughter in the power of her natural guardian.” 

‘A snlUai bend of the bead w^as returned by EanisclifT with equal 
hauglitiiu'^R ; and Ellieslaw’, turning back with his daughter upon the 
road to Jiis oivn house, appeared engaged with her in a conference 
Ro earnest, that the rest or the company judged it improper to in- 
trude by approaching them too nearlv. In the meantime, EarnsclilF, 
as be took leave of the other gentlemen belonging to Ellieslaw's 
j)art,y, said aloud, “ Although I am. unconscious of any circumstance 
ni my conduct that can authorize such a suspicion, I cannot but ob- 
serve, that Mr Vere seems to believe that I have had some hand in 
11)0 alrocions violence which has been offered to liis daughter. I re- 
el ucst yon, gentlemen, to take norlice of my explicit denial of a cLiarge 
so disboiiourablc ; and that, although I can pardon the bewildering 
feelings of a father in such a moment, yet, if any other gentlemaw’ 
(he looked bard at Sir Frederick Langley) “ thinks ray w’ord and that 
of Miss Vere, with the evidence of my friends wdio accompany me, 
too .slight for my ex culpa lion, I will benapp}’ — most happy — to repel 
tlic charge, as bccojies a man who counts liis honour dearer than liis 
life.” 

“ And I’ll be his second,” said Simon of Hackburn, “ and taltfe 
n)i ony twa o’ ye, gentle or soinple, laird or loon ; it ’s a* ane to 
Simmf.” 

“ Wlio is that rough-looking fellowr?” said Sir Frederick Langle}^ 

and what has be to do with the quarrels of gentlemen ?” 

“ I ’se bo a lad frac the Hie Te’iot,” said Simon, “ and I ’se 
nmirrcd wi’ ony body I like, except the king, or the laird I live 
under.” 

(‘ome,” said Mareschal, “ let ns have no brawls.— Mr Earnscliff, 
altlwmgli w'e do not think alike in soino things, I Innt wo may be 
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opponents, even enemies, if fortune will have it so, without losing 
our respect for birth, fair-play, .and each other. I believe you as 
innocent of this matter as 1 am myself ; and I will plcd^ myself 
that my cousin ISlliesla^v, as soon as the perplexity attending these 
sudden events has left his judgment to its free exercise, shall hand- 
somely acknowledge the very important service you have this day 
rendered liim.^' 

" To have served your cousin is a sufficient I’eward in itself. — 
Good evening, gentlemen/* continned Earnscliff, " I see most of your 
partv are already on their way to Ellieslaw.” 

Then saluting Mareschal with courtesy, and the i*est of the party 
with indifference, Eaniscliff turned his horse and rode towards the 
Heugh-foot, to concert measures with Hobbic Elliot for farther re- 
searclies after his bride, of whose restoration to her friends he w^as 
still i^orant. 

There he goes,” said Mareschal ; ‘‘he is a fine, gallant young 
fellow, upon my soul ; and yet I should like well to have a thrust 
with him on the ^^ecn turf. I was reckoned at college nearly his 
equal with the fofls, and I should like to try him at sharps.” 

“ In my opinion,” answered Sir Frederick Langley, “ we have 
done very ill in liaving suffered him, and those men who are with 
liim, to go off without taking away their arms ; for the whigs are 
very likely to draw to a head under such a sprightly young fellow as 
tliat." 

“ For shame, Sir Frederick I ” exclaimed Mareschal ; “ do yon 
think that Ellicslaw could, in honour, consent to any violence being 
offered to Earnsclitf, when he entered his bounds only to bring hack 
liis daughter ? or, if he were to be of your opinion, do you thiiHc that 
Ij and the rest of these gentlemen, would dis^ace ourselves by as- 
sisting in such a transaction ? No, no, fair may and auld Scotland 
for ever ! When the sword is drawn, I will be as ready to use it as 
any man ; but while it is in the sheath, let us behave like gentlemen 
and neighbours.” 

Boon after this colloquy they reached the castle, when Ellieslaw, who 
arrived a few minutes before, met them in the court-yard. 

‘ “ How is Miss Vere ? and have you learned the cause of her being 
carried off? ” asked Mareschal hastily. 

“ She is retired to her apartment greatly fatigued ; and I cannot 
expect much l^ht upon her adventure till her spirits are somewhat 
recruited,*’ repBed her father. “ SJje and 1 were not the less obliged 
to you, Mareschal, and to my other Mends, for their kind inquiries. 
But I must simpress the father's feelings for a while to give myself 
up to those or the patriot. You know this is the day fixed for our 
final decision — ^time presses — our Mends are arriving, and 1 have 
opened house, not only for the gentry, but for the under spiir-leathcrs 
whom w must necessarily employ. We have, therefore, little time 
to meet them.-^Loo£ over these lists, Marchie (an ah- 
by which Mareschal-WeUs was known among his Mends ) 
JO^WKiSir Frederick, read these letters from Lothian and the west 
— ripe for the sickle, and we have but to summon out the 
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Tr.y liom f./’ Marcsclml; ‘^tlie more mischief the 

l>oU,or R]>{)vi.'” 

f^iir Frcderidc jnnliod ^Tnvc ami disconcerted. 

Walk aside ■with me, mj aood friend,” said EUieslaw to the 
sojabre hartatet ; 1 have sorncLhiij*^for your private ear, with wliich 
i know .you will be gTatilicd.'*’ 

Tijcy walked into tlio lioiise, leaving Ratelifle and Mareschal stand- 
ing together in the court. 

And so,” said Ratcliife, “ tlic gentlemen of your political per- 
suasion tliink tlie downfall of this government so certain, that tliey 
di rid a in even to throw a decent disguise over the machinations of 
their party ? ” 

“ Faith,* Mi‘ Ka(cliffe,” answered Mareschal, “ the actions and sen- 
timents of your friends may require to be veiled, but I am better 
jdeased that ours can go barefaced.” 

And is it possible,” continued lintcMe, that you, who, not- 
withstanding your thoughtlessness and heat of temper (I beg pardon, 
Mr Mareschaf, 1 am a plain man) — that yon, who, notwithstanding 
these constitutional defects, i)os8ess natural good sense and acquii:eu 
inforiimtion, should bo infatuated enough to embroil yourself in such 
desperate proceedings ? How does your head feel when you arc cn* 
gaged in these dangerous conferences ? ” 

Not quite so secure on my shoulders,” answered Mareschal, as 
if I were tjilking of hunting and hawking. I am not of so indif- 
ferent a mould as my cousin EUieslaw, who speaks treason as if it 
'were a child’s nursery rhymes, and loses and recovers that sw^oet girl, 
his daughter, with a g’ood deal less emotion on both occasions, than 
W'ould have affected^ me had 1 lost and recovered a grcyliouiid 
puppy. My temper is not quite so inflexible, nor my hate againat 
government so inveterate, as to blind me to the fuU danger of the 
attempt.” 

Then wdiy involve yourself in it? ” said Eatclifle; 

" Why, I love this poor exiled king with all my heart ; and my hi- 
ther was an oldKilliecraiilvic-Trian,tt.iul I long to see some amends on 
tlie Unionist courtiers, that have bought aiuf sold old Scotland, whose 
crown has been so long independent.” 

‘‘ And for the sake of these shadows,” said his monitor, ** you are 
going to involve your country in war, and yourself ih trouble ?” 

“ 7 involve ? No ! — trouble for trouble, I had rather it came 
to-moiTOW tluiii a month hence, Come^ 1 know it will ; and, as your 
country folks say, better soon than syne — it will never And me 
vouiiger—and as for hanging, as Sir John Falstaff says, I can 
t)ocoine a. gallows as well as another. You know the end of the old 
liallad — 

dauiitonly, sue wantonly, 

Bao rantingly gaod he, 
lie playM a spring, and danced a round, 

Beneath the gallows tree I*” 

‘‘ Mr Mareschal, I am sony for yom” said his grave adviser. 

** I am obliged to you, Mr RatcHffe ; but I would not have 
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jndj^o of our enterprise b}’ niy way of vintlicaling' it; there are wisci 
heads than mine at the work." 

“ Wiser heads than yours may He as low,” said ilntclifie, in a warn- 
ing’ tone. 

•* Perhaps so ; but no lighter heart shall ; and, to prevent it being 
made heavier by your remonstrances, 1 will bid 3 ’oiuuliou, Mr Rat- 
dilfe, till dinner-time, when you shall sec that my apprehensions have 
not s]>oilctl iny appetite." 


CHAPTER XUl. 

face the gament of rebellion 
AVith sonic fliio colour, that may please tlic e3’^e 
Of fickle changeliiisfr^, and poor dlscoincnts, 

Which gape and rub the elbow at tin: news 
Of hurlyljurl^' innovation. 

Henry the Fourth, Port Jl 

Tiieiie had beefi great preparations made at Ellioslaw Castle lor 
the entertahnneut on this nnportant day, when not only the gentle- 
men of note in the neighbourhood, attached to the Jacobite interest, 
were expected to rendezvous, but also manv subordinate malcontents, 
wlioni dillicultyof circumstances, love of change, rosentinout against 
lilngland, or any of the numerous causes which in (lamed men’s pan- 
sions at the time, rendered apt to join in perilous enterprise. The 
men of rank and substance Avcrc not many in number: for almost nil 
the large proprietors stood aloof, and most of the smaller gentry and 
yeomanry were of the Presbyterian persuasion, and therefore, however 
displeased Avitli the Union, unwilling to engage iji a Jacobite con- 
spiracy. But there were some gentlemen of pro])erl 3 % wlio, cither 
from early principle, from religious motives, or sharing the amhitious 
Aueu’s of fillicslaw, had gken countenance to his scheme; and there 
were, also, some fiery young men, like Mareschal, desirous of signal- 
izing themselves by engaging in a dangerous enterprise, by which 
they hoped to vindicate the" independence of their country. The 
other incmhers of the party were persons of inferior rank and desiio- 
rate fortunes, avIio were now ready to rise in that part of the country, 
as they did afterwards in the j^ear 1715, under Eorster and Derwent- 
water, when a troop, commanded by a Border gentleman, named 
Dougdas, consisted almost entirely of freebooters, among whom th(» 
notorious Luck-in-a-bag, as he Avas called, bold a distiiiguislied 
command. Wc think it necessary to mention these particulars, a])- 
plicable solely to the proA’ince in which our scene lies ; because, un- 
questionably, the Jacobite party, in the other parts of the kingdom, 
consisted of much more formidable, as Avell as much more respect- 
able, materials. 

One long table extended itself down the ample hall of FJIicslaw 
Castle, which wa-^ still left much in the state in which it had been one 
hundred years before, stretching, tliat is, in gloomy length, along the 
Avhole side of the castle, vaulted Avitli ribbed arches of freestone, the 
groins of Avhich sprung from projecting figures, that, carved into all 
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the wild forms wdiicli tlie fintastic imagination of a Gothic arclutect 
could devise, grinned, frowned, mid giiaslied their tusks, at the as- 
fcinbly below. Long narrow windows lighted the banqueting room 
on both sides, filled up with stained glass, through wdiich the sun 
emitted a dusky and discoloured light. A banner, which tradition 
averred to Iiave been taken from the English at the battle of Sark, 
•waved over the chair in wliich Ellieslaw presided, as if to inflame tlie 
courage of the guests, by reminding them of ancient Wetories over 
tlicir neighbours. He iiimsclfi a portly figure, dressed on this oc- 
casion with uncommon care, and wi’tli features, wJjicIi, tliough of a 
stern and sinister expression, might well be termed handsome, looked 
th(.‘ old feudal baron extremely •well. Sir Frederick Langley was 
jilaced on his right hand, and JMr Mareschal of MarescliaLWells on 
Ills left. Some gentlemen of consideration, with their sons, brothers, 
jiiid no]jhe'ws, Avere seated at the upper end of the table, and among’ 
these Mr liatcliiie had his place. Beneath tlie salt-cellar (a massive 
])iocc of plate which occujiicd the midst of the table) sate the sme 
vominc iarba, men whose vanity was gratified by holding catu this 
subordinate space at tlie social board, while the distinction observed 
in rnnkiiig them Avas a saho to the pride of tlicir superiors. TJiat 
file hiwcr house Avas not very select must be admitted, since Wilh'e of 
Westbuniflat Avas one of the party. The unabaslicd audacity of this 
felloAv, ill daring to present himself in the house of a gentleman, to 
Avhom lie liad just olfered so flagrant an insult, can only be accounted 
for l>y supposing him conscious that his share in carrying ofl' Miss 
Y ere was a secret, safe in her possession and that of her father. 

Ihdbro this numerous and miscellaneous parly W’as jilaced a dinner, 
consisting, not indeed of the delicacies of the season, as the newspapers 
exjn’ess it, but of viands, amiile, solid, and sumptuous, under Avliicli 
the very board groaned. Liit the mirth was not in proportion to the 
gotid cheer. The lower end of the table Avere, for some time, chilled 
by constraint and respect, on finding' thcmselA’es members of. so 
august an assembly; and those Avlio Avere plnced aromuTit had those 
I’eeJings of awe with AA’hich P. 1\, clerk of the parisli, describes him- 
ojijn-c.ssed, Avhen he first uplifted tlie psalm in presence of those 
persons of high Avorship, the Avise Mr Justice Freeman, the good 
Lady Jones, and the great 8ir Thomas Truby. This ceremonious 
iVost, however, soon gave A\’ay before llie incentives to inerrinieiit, 
Avhich Avere liberally supplied, and as liberally consumed by the guests 
of tlie loAver description. They became talkative, loud, and even cla- 
morous in tlieir mirth. 

Jlnt it was not in the poAA^cr of Avine or brandy to elcA’ate tlie spirits 
of those Asdio lield tlie higher places at the banquet. I'liey expe- 
rienced the cliillingli’evulsion of spirits AAdiicli often takes place, when 
men arc called upon to take a desperate resolution, after liaving 
placed themselves in circumstances where it is alike difficult to ad- 
vance or to recede. The precipice looked deeper and more danger- 
ous as they apiiroaclicd the brink, and each Availed Avith an inward 
emotion ot* awe, expecting which of his confederates Avould set the 
example by plunging himself doAvn. This imvard sensation of fear 
and reluctance acted dilierently, according to the various habits and 
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ohfiumsterft of iks compauy. 0!Jte looked grave; anol licr looked silly ; 
ft third with affpreheitsion ob the empty seath at tlio higher 
eud of the taWe, dcRignotl for raemboi'S of the conspiracy whose 
l^rudeaee had prevailed over Uicir political zeal« and who nad absented 
themselves fi*om their consultatioiis at this critical period; «md some 
necnied* to be reckoning up in tlidr mhids the comparative rank and 
]>ro55j)6cts of those who were present and absent Sir JYodcri<‘k 
l-iangley was resev^ed, moody^aud di*?contcnted. Ellicslaw himselt 
made such forced cUbrts to raise the smiiisof the company, us plainly 
marked the flagging of his own. Batdif e ivatched the scene wita 
the composure of a vigilant but uninterested spectator. Maroselial 
alone, true to the thoughtless vivacity of his character, eat and draiik, 
laughed and jested, ana seemed even to find amusement in the eni - 
baarassment of the company. 

^ What has damped onr noble courage this morning ?” lie ex- 
claimed. “ We seem to be met at a funeral, wdiere the chief moiinic-rs 
must not ppcjik above their breath, while the mutes and the saulies 
(looking to the lower end of the table) ai’e carousing below. Ellies- 
law, when will you where sleeps your spirit, man? and wliat 
has quelled the high hope of the Knight of Laugley-dide?” 

You speak like a madman,” said Eliieslaw ; do you not see ]l()^v 
many are al)sent ? ” 

“ And wdiat of that?” said Mareschal. “ Did you not know 
that onc-half of the world m’e better talkers than doers? For ni.\ 
part, I am much eucoiiraged by seeing at least two-thirds ol‘ nuV 
friends true to the rendezvous, though 1 sns]>cct onc-haU' <;!* 
came to secure the dinner in case of tlie wortU.” 

‘‘There is no iiew's from the coast wliidi can aiiiouut to certaiidy 
of the King’s arrival,” said another of llie compari.y, in lliiit tone Jf 
subdued and tremulous whisper which implies a failure of 

“ Not a line from the Earl of T) , nor a* single gentleman fi*om 

the southern side of tlic Border ” said a third. 

Who is he that wlslms for more men from ihigliuui ?” excLiiji ‘ti 
rJarcschal, in a theatrical tone of aflectcd lieroism" 

* My cousin mUoBlrtw? Ko, uiy iViir cousin, 

If w'c arc aoomcil to dio — ” 

“For God’s sake,” said Ellieslaw, “ spare us your follv at prtjsejii. 
Mareschal.” i i 

“ Well, tlicn,” said his kinsman, “I’ll bestow my wisdom ii]K;n yon 
instead, such as it is. If we Iiave gone forw’’ard Ifkc fools, do not b t 
us go back like cowards. We have done enough to draw u 2 )Oii 
both the suspicion and vengeance of the government ; do not Jet ns 
give up before we have done something to deserve it. What, will n(» 
one speak? Then I’ll leap the ditch tlic first.” And, starting up, 
he filled a beer-glass to the brim with claret, and waving his hand, 
eommiwtded all to follow his example, and to rise up from their seats. 
All obeyed— the more qualified guests as if passively, the others witli 
cnftusiasm. “ Then, my friends, I give you the pledge of the day, — 


* To Kfti meauiuff tolift the coffin, is Inc common o:^ju’cssiou ibr commencing u funcraL 
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Tlie independenco of S^otMd, mid tbo beatth of mar lawful 

ICiug James the iCighth^ bow landed in a^d^ as I tmst Sm 

believe, in full possession of his anaLent capital!^’ 

He qnaifed off the wine^ and thi%w the ^lass over hjs head* 

It should never," he smd, ^ be profaned by a meaner toast," 

All followed hia example, and, aKiid the crash of glasses and the 
shouts of the compimy, pledged themselves to stand or fall with the 
principles and |>olitical interest which their toast eamreased. < 

"You have leaped the ditch with a witness," said iHiliesiaw, apmt ! 
to Mareschal ; " but I believe it is all for the best : at all eventS;^ W'e 
cannot now retreat from our undertaking. One man alone," (look- 
ing at Katcliife) " has refused the pledge ; but of that by and by.” 

Then, rising up, he addressed the company in a style of inflamma^ 
tory invective against the ^vernment and its measures, but espe- , 
cially the Union ; a treaty, by means of 'which, he affirmed, Scotland 
had been at once eheatea of*ber independence, her commerce, and 
her honour, and laid as afettci*ed slave at the foot of the rival, against 
whom, through such a length of ages, through so many dangers, and 
by so much blood, she had honoimibly defended her* rights. This 
was touching a tlieine which found a responsive chord in' the bosom 
of every mail prcs(mt. 

" Our commerce is destroyed," hollowed old John lleweastle, a 
Jcdburgli smuggler, from the lower cud of the table. 

" Our agriculture is ruined," said the liiiird of Brokcn-girth-flov/, a 
(eiritory, wdiich, since the days of Adam, had home nothing but ling 
and wliortle-borries. 

Our religion is cut up, root and branch " said the piuiplo-nosed 
])astor of the Episcopal meeting-house at lyrkwdiistle. 

•‘We shall shortly ii either dare shoot a doer nor kiss a wTuch, 
Nvitliout a ceT’tificate from the presbytery and kirk-treasuror," said 
?»Taveschiii-Wells. 

“ Or make a brandy .icroboara in a frosty moming, W'ithont license 
fi’oni a commissioner of excise,” said the smuggler. 

" C)v ride over the fell in a moonless night," said Wcsthuriiflat, 
without asking leave of young Eariiscliff, or some Engiified justice 
of the iieiice : Iliac were glide days on the Border when there 
neilliev j^eace nor lustice heard of." 

“ Let us remember our wTongs at Darien and Glencoe," continued 
Ellieslaw, “ and take arms for the protection of our rights, our for- 
tunes, our lives, and our families." 

Tliiuk upon gcniiiiio episcopal ordination, without which there 
can be no lawful clergy,” said the divine. 

*• Think of the piracies committed on oiir East-Indian trade by 
Green and the En.^lish thieves," said William Willieson, half-owner, 
and sole skipper of a brig that made four voyages annually between 
Cockpool nna' Wliiteliavcn. 

“ Remember your liberties,” rejofeied Mareschal, %ho seemed to 
take a mischievous deliglit in precipitating the movements of the 
enthusiasm which lie had excited, like a roguish boy, who, having 
lifted the sluice of a miM-dam, enjoys the clatter of the ivheels which 
he lias put in motion, without thinking* of the iniscliief he may have 
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occasioned. ‘‘ Remombor your lie cxclfiimod : confound 

cess, press, and presbytery, juid tlie memory of old Willie that tirst 
brought them upon ns!” 

“ Damn the gmtg’er ! ” echoed old John Rewcastle ; I’ll cleave liim 
■vvi’ my aiu hand.” 

And confound the country-keeper and the constable! ” re-echoed 
Westburnflat; “I’ll weize a brace of balls throus:h tJicin before 
morinn;:^.” 

“ We arc ai^rced, then,” said Ellieslaw, when the shouts had some- 
what subsided, “ to bear this state of things no longer 1 ” 

“ We are agreed to a man,” answered his guests. 

“Not literally so,” said Mr Ratcliffc ; “ for though I cannot hope 
to assuage the violent symptoms wliich seem so suddenly to have 
seized upon the company, yet I beg to observe, that so far as the 
opinion of a single member goes, 1 do not entirely coincide inrtho 
list of gidevances whieli has been finnoiincod, and that I do utterly 
protest against the frantic measures which you seem disposed to 
adopt for removing them. 1 can easily suppose much of what has 
been spoken may liave arisen out of the heat of the moment, or have 
been said perhaps in jest. But there are sonic jests of a nature very 
apt to transpire ; aiuf you ought to remember, gentlemen, that stone- 
walls have ears.” 

“ Stone-walls may have cars,” returned Ellicslaw, eyeing him \vitli 
a look of triuinphaiit malignity, “ but domestic .spies, Mr Ratcliffe, 
will soon find themselves without any, if any such dares to conliuue 
his abode in a family where his coming was aii unautliorizcd intrusion, 
where his conduct "has been that of a presumptuous meddler, and 
from which his exit shall be tluit of a balHed knave, if he does not 
know howto take a hint.” 

“ Mr Vore,” returned Ratcliffc, with calm contomjit, “ I am fnll/ 
aware, that as soon as ray presence becomes useless to you, wdiich it 
must through the rash step you are about to ado^it, U wdll imme- 
diately become unsafe to myself, as it lias always been hateful to you. 
But 1 have one protection, and it is a strong one *, for you would not 
w'illiiigly hear me detail before gentlemen, and men of honour, tlio 
singulaf circuin stances in which our connection took its rise. As to 
the rest, I rejoice at its conclusion; and as 1 think thatMr Maroschiil 
and some other gentlemen will guarantee the safety of my ears and 
of my thro.at (for which last 1 have more reason to be apprehensive) 
during the course of the night, I shall not leave your castle till to- 
morrow morning.” 

“Beit so, sir,” replied Mr Vere; “jou arc entirely safe from iny 
resentment, because you are. beneath it, and not because 1 am afrai'd 
of your disclosing any hiniily secrets, although, for your ow n sake, I 
warn you to beware now you do so. Yonr ' agency and intermedia- 
tion can be of little consequence to one who will win or lose all, as 
lawful right or umust iisurinitiou shall succeed in the struggle that is 
about to ensue. Farewell, sir.” 

Ratcliffe arose, and cast upon him a look, which Vore schemed to 
Ijustaiu with difiiculty, and, bowdng to those around him, left the 
-'room. 
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TJik conversation made au impression on many of the company, 
M'hich Eliieslaw hastened to dispel, by entering^ upon the business of 
the day. Their Jmsty deliberations went to or^funize an inuiiediate 
insurrection. EJlieshxw, Maresclial, and Sii- Frederick Laiig'ley, \vt re 
clioscii leaders, with powers to direct their farther measures. A })lace 
of rendezvous xvas appointed, at which all agreed to meet early on 
the ensuing day, with such followers and friends to the cause as eacii 
could collect around him. Several of the g-iiests retired to iinikc ihe 
necessary preparations ; and Eliieslaw made a formal apolog’v to tiie 
others, who, with Westhurnllat and the old smuggler, coiitiniiod to 
ply the bottle stauchl}', for leaving the head of tlie table, as he must 
necessarily hold a separate and sober conference with the coadjutors 
wliom they had associated with Mm in the command. The apology 
was tlie niorc readily accepted, as he prayed them, at the same time, 
to continue to amuse theimselves Avith such refreshments as the cel- 
lars of the castle afforded. Shouts of applause followed their re- 
treat ; and tlie names of Vere, Langley, and, above all, of Maroschal, 
W'ere thundered fortli in chorus, and bathed with copious bumpers 
rcjioatcdly, during the remainder of the evening. 

WIicii tiic principal conspirators had retired into a separate apart- 
ment, they gazed ou each other for a minute with a sort of embar- 
rassment, which, in Sir hVedcrick's dark features, amounted to an ex- 
pression of discontented sullcnncss. Marcschai was the tirst to break 
the pause, saying, with a loud burst of laughter, — Well ! avc are 
fairly embarked now, gonlleuicn — vogtte la aalerc!” 

We may tliaiik you for tlie plunge,’^ saicT EiliesJaw. 

‘ ‘'Yes; but 1 don ^f/ know lun^ far you Avill tliauk mo,*^ answered 
]\lare.M.‘luil,*Svheii I shew )'<>u this letter, Avhieh I received just before 
we sat down. My servant told me it xvas delivered by a mau lie had 
never socu before, wlio went off at the gallop, after charging him to 
l)ut it into my own hand.” 

Eliieslaw ilnpatieiitly opened the letter, and read aloud — 


Edinburgh^ . 


lIOiND. Sill, 

Having obligations to your famil}’, Avhich shall be nameless, and 
learuiug that you are one of the company of adventurers doing busi- 
ness for tlie house of James and Company, late merchants in Loudon, 
now in Dunkirk, 1 think it right to seiuf you this early and private 
information, that the vessels you expected have been driven off the 
coast, Avilhout having been able to break bulk, or to land any part 
of their cargo ; and that the Avest-country partners have resolved to 
Avitliilraw^ llieir names from the firm, as it must prove a losing con- 
cern. Having good hope you Avill avail yourself of this early iiifer- 
inaiion, to do wliat is needful for your own security, 1 rest your liumblc 
si'rvant, JSiiiiL Nameli-ssS. 

J'or JlAMMi Maiir5?ciiat„ of Marcschai IJctVs 
—Tiiest\ trWt cart: and fpcvil 


Sir Frederick's jaw dropped, and his countenance blackened, as 
the letter was road, and Eliieslaw exclaimed, — ‘‘ Why, this affects the 
very mainspring of our enterprise. If the h’roneh lleot, Avith the 
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King on board, has been chased off by the English, as this d—d 
scrawl seems to intimate, where are we ? ... 

“ Jiwt where wc were this morning, I tliink,” stiid Mareschal, still 

,^‘^Par^oii me, and a truce to your ill-timed mirth, Mr Mareschal ; 
this morning we were not committed publicly, as we now stand com- 
mitted by your own mad act, when you had a letter in your pocket 
apprizing you that our undertaking was desperate.” 

Ay, ay, 1 expected you would say so. But, in the firsst place, my 
frieiul Nihil Nameless and his letter may be all a flaui; and, more- 
over, 1 W'ould have you know that I am tired of a party tliat does no- 
thing but form bold resolutions over night, and sleep them away with 
llieir wine before moniiug. The govemnent are now unprovided 
of men and ammunition ; in a few weeks they will have enough of 
both : the country is now in a flame against them ; in a few weeks, 
betwixt tiie eflccts of self-interest, of fear, and of lukewarm inditfer- 
eiico, which are already so visible, this lirst fervour will be as cold as 
Ohristmas. So, as I w^as determined to go the vole, 1 have taken 
care you shall dip as deep as I; it signifies nothing plunging. You 
are fairly in the ool^ and must struggle through.” 

“ You are mistaken with respect to one of us, Mr Mareschal,” 
said Sir Frederick Langley ; and, ap])iyiiig himself to the bell, he dc- 
sii’cd the person who entered to order Ins servants and horses in- 
stant^. 

“ l?ou niii.'^t not leave us. Sir Frederick,” said Ellicslaw ; wc Inu c 
our musters to p;o over.**’ 

I will go to-uiglit, Mr Verc,” said |:m* Frederick, “ and write yofr 
my intentions in this matter when I ai^t home.” 

‘•Ay,” said Maresclial, “and send them by a troop of horse from 
Carlisle to make us imsoncrs? Look ye, 8ir Frederick, 1 for on 
will neither be deserted nor betrayed ; and if you leave Ellieslaw 
Gfistle to-uiglit, it shall be by passing over my dead body.” 

“For shame! Mareschal,"^ said Mr Vere, ‘‘ how can you so hastily 
misinterpret ouv friend's intentions? I am sure Sir Frederick caii 
only be jesting with us ; for, were he not too honourable to dream of 
deserting the cause, he canuot but remember the full proofs we have 
^bis accession to it, and his eager activity in advancing it. He can- 
Sibt but be conseiuus, besides, that the first information 'will be readily 
^y^eiyed by govei’iimeiit, ainl that if the oiiestioii be, which can first 
ioqpi'inlelligencc of the afiair, wc can easily save a few Jioiirs on In'rn.” 


!gq8t'inlelligencc of the aMiir, wc can easily save a few Jioiirs on In'rn.” 

« You should say you, and not W'C, when y^iii talk of priorities in 
Buch a race of trcMicliery ; for my part, I 'w^on't enter my horse for 
Snell a ])] ale,” said Mareschal; and added betwixt his teeth, “A 
pretty pair of fellows to trust a man's neck v/itli ! ” 

“ I am not to be iutiraidated from doing what 1 think jiropcr,” said 
Sir Frederick Langley ; “ and my first stop shall be to leave Ellios- 
daw. 1 have no reason to k(^cp faith with one” (looking at Vere) 
“ who has ko])t none with me.” 

“ In what respect,” said Ellieslaw, silencing, with a motion of his 
hand, liis impetuous kinsman— •• liow have 1 disappointed you. Sir 
Frederick?” 
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** In the nearest and most tender ijoint— you have trifled with me 
concerning our proposed alliance, wliich you well knew was the giige 
of our political undertaking*. This carrying off and this bringing 
]>aok of Miss Vere,— the cold reception I have met with from her, 
and the excuses with which you cover it, I believe to be mere evasions, 
tliat you may yourself retain possession of the estates which are lijer's 
by right, and make me, in the meanwhile, a tool in your desperate 
c!itci prise, l)y holding out hopes and expectations winch you are re- 
solved iiever'to realb^e." 

Sir Fretlcrick, I protest, by all tliat is sacred ” 

1 will listen to no protestations*; 1 have been cheated with them 
t('o long,” answered Sir Frederick. 

if you leave i;v' ^aid Kllicskw. " you caiUK^fc but Lnow both your 
Jilin 11 nd ojivs is certain ; all depends on our adlicving to<;vtlier.'*^ 

•• Leave 1110 to take care of myself,’^ retiinied the kniglit; “ but 
n ere wliat you say true, 1 would rather j>erjsli lliau be fooled any 
iarther.” 

(ku nothing — no surety convince you of uy sincerity ?” said 
I’hlieslaw, anxiously ; this morning I should havc repelled your uu- 

.iiist s uspicions as an insult; but situated aa we now are 

‘‘You fee] yourself ccnnpelled to be sincere r ” retoried Sir Fre- 
(lerii'k. “ If you >vould have me think so, there is but one way to 
convince me of it— lot your daughter bestow her hand on mo this 
< V(‘uing,” 

•’ So i'oon ? — impossible !” answered Vere; think of her late alarm 
-01*0111’ present undertaking.” 

^ ‘‘ I Yv'ill ii.steu to notliing but to her consent, plighted at the altar. 
VoTi have a chapel in the castle— Doctor ilobbler is present among 
1 lie company — tliis proof of your good faith to-night, and wc are again 
joined in heart andliand. If you refuse me when it is so much for 
your advantage to consent, how .shall I trust you to-moiTow, when I 
shall stand committed in your undertaking’, and unable to retract?” 

“ And am T to understand, that, if you can be made my .sou-in-law 
io-i;ight, our Iriendsliij) is renewed ?” said Ellieslaw. 

Siost infallibly, and most inviolably,” replied Sir Frederick.^ 

“ 'I'lien said Vere, “ though wliat you ask is premature, indelicate, 
and unjust towards iny cliaracter, yet, Sir Fred(‘rick, give me your 
Iiand -my daiigliter shall he your wife.” 

This jiiglit?” 

This very night,” replied EllieJaw, “ bcTore ■'.he clr./k strike!! 
tv.’elvo.” 

With her owm ronsent, I trust,” said Marcfechal ; *'* for J ])yomise 
you both, gentlemen, I w ill not stand tamely by, and see any \ioleiice 
pr.t on the 'will of my ])reUy kinswoman.” 

Another pest in'this hdt-headed fellow,” muttered Ell i<vdaw; and 
then jilond, Witli her own consent? For what do you take jne, 
Miii'oschfd, that, you should .sup]>ofle your interferonco nocessnry to 
protect my daughter against her father? Depend upoji it, slie has no 
)‘epiignance to Sir Frederick Langley,” 

Or rather to he called Lady Langley? faith, like oiough — there 
iirc many women might l>f‘ of her Jiiind : aiul 1 beg yoiir pardto), but 
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ihcae suddm demands and concessions alannbd me a little on licr ac- 
jconnt/^ 

" It is <)nly the siiddcnnoss of the proposal that embarrasses me” 
said ElUeslaw ; “ but perhaps if she is found intractable, fcJir Fredoriek 
will consider 

I will consider nothiiijor, Mr Vere — your dau^htoFs hand to-ni^lit, 
or I depart, were it at midnight — there is inv uJtiuiatum.” 

1 embrace it,” said Plllicslaw; “ and I will loavo von to talk upt)ii 
bur militaiT preparations, while 1 go to prepare niy tlaii^iiter for r.o 
sudden a change of condition.” 
iSo sayinf![’, he left the company 


CHAPTER XIV. 


IW. lirin'^'s Karl Osmond to receive my vows. 

0 ilrcatliul chango! for Taiicred, liau^rlity Osmond. 

Tancnd and tS^i/isihiitidct. 


Mn Veue, whom Ion" practice of dissiiniilatiou had enabled to 
model bis very "ait and footsteps to aid the piirj>oscs of tlecc])tic)ii, 
walked aloii" the stone passage, and up the iirst tlight of stops to- 
wards Miss Vere’s apartment, with the alert, firm, and steady pae<^ of 
one, who is bound, indeed, upon important business, but who enter- 
tains no doubt he can terminate his afiairs satisfactorily. Rut lieu 
out of hearing of the gentlemen whom ho had left, his fj^tep liccmne sa 
slow and irresolute, as to corresnoiul with bis doubts and bis feiu# 
At length he paused iii an anteciiamber to collect his ideas, itiul form 
his i»lan of argument, before approaching bis daugliUu*. 

“ in what more hopeless and inextricable dilemmaAvas ever an un- 
fortunate man involved!” — Such was the tenor of his rcHodions, — 
If we now fjill to pieces by disunion, tberc can be little doubt tlmt 
the government will take my life as the pvime agitator of tlie insur- 
rection. Or, grant I could stoop to saA'c myself by a hasty submission, 
ain 1 not, even in that case, utterly ruined? 1 have broken irrecon- 
cileably with Ratclific, and can liave nothing to expect from tliat 
quarter but insult aud persecution. T must wander forth an im- 
poverished and dislionoured man, without even the means of su'^tsiin- 
mglifc, far less wealth sufiicicut to couuterlialance tlie infamy wliicli 
111 ? countrymen, both tho.se whom 1 dc.sert and those whom' 1 jt)in, 
will attacli to the name of the political renegade. It is m^t to lx* 
thought of. And yet, what choice remains between this lot and tlie 
ignominious seafFold? Nothing can save me but reconciliation with 
these men ; and, to acQompli.sh tliis^ I have promised to Liaiiginy that 
Isabella shall marry him ere midnight, and to Marcschal, tlint .slie 
shall do .so without eonipulsion. I have hut one remedy betwixt me 
and ruin — her consent to take a suitor whom she dislikes, upon such 
short notice as would disgust her, even w'ere he a favoured lover — 
lUitT must trust to the romantic generosity of her disiiosition ; and 
let me paint the necessity of her obedience ever .so strongly, I cannot 
ovcreliar<.V''.‘ its venlitv,” 
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Having finished tin’s sad^ diain of refiectious upon lus peiiloiiA 
‘ condition, lie entered his daughter’s apartment with every nerve Imt 
up to the support of the argument which he was about to 
liioiigh a deceitful and ambitious man, he was not so devoid of 
natunil affection but that he was shocked at the part he was about to 
act, in practising on the feelings of a dutiful and affectionate child i 
but the recollections, that, if he succeeded, his daughter woidd only 
bo trepaiiiied into an advantageous match, and that, if he failed, be 
* himself was a lost man, were quite sufficient to drown all scruples. 

He found Miss Vcrc seated by the window of her dressing-room^ 
her head reclining on licr hand, and either sunk in slumber, or so 
deeply engaged in meditation, that she did not hear the noise he made 
at Ins entrance. He approached with his features composed toa deep 
(expression of sorrow* ‘and sympathy^ and, sitting down beside her, 
.solicited her attention by quietly taking her haud, amotiou which he 
did not fail to accompany with a deep sigh. 

My father ! ” said Isnl)ella, with a sort of start which expressed at 
least as much fear, as jov or affection. 

“ Yes, Isabella,” said Vere, " your unhappy father, who comes now 
ns a penitent to crave forgivenc.ss of his daughter for an injury done' 
to her in the exces.s of his affection, and then to take leave of nerffc^r. 
ever.” 

** »Sir? Offence to me ! Take leave for ever! What does all this 
mean ? ” said Miss Vere. 

“ Y cs, Isabella, 1 am serious. But first let me ask you, have you 
no .suspicion that I may have been privy to the strange chance which^, 
befell you yesterday morning?” ^ i 

“ Yon, sir?” answered Isabella, stammering between a conscious-' 
ness that he liad gucs.scd her thoughts justly, and the shame as well, 
as fear whicli forbade her to acknowledge a suspicion so degrading 
ami so unnatural, 

“ Yes! ” li(i continued, ‘*yoiir hesitation confesses that you entm*- 
tiiiiicd such an opinion, and I have now the painful task of acknoiyw 
ledging that your suspicions have done me no injustice. But lish^ii 
lo my iii\)tives. In an c?il hour I countenanced the addresses of.l^^ 
l"r(‘derick linngloy, conceiving it impossible that you could have 
lienuanent objections to a match 'where the advantages were, in most 
on y'oi# side. In a worse, I entered with him into measures 
(Mk iihitod to" i*(\store our bjinishod monarch, and the independence of 
niy country. He has taken advantage of my unguarded confidence,: 
ami now has my life at liis disposal.’^ 

Your life, sir!” said Isabella, faintly. 

“ Ye.s, Isabella,” continued her fiither, ‘Hhe life of him who gave 
life to you. »So soon as 1 fores«w the excesses into which his head- 
hfiig jiassioii (for, to do him justice, I believe his unreasonable con- 
duct arise.s from excess of attachment to you) was likely to hurry 
him, I cmk'uvourcd, by finding a plausible pretext for your absence 
for some wrecks, to extiicate myself from the dilemma in which I am, 
])lacod. For this purj)Ose I wished, in case yom* objections to the 
match continued insunn (nmtable, to have sent you privately for a few 
months to the c onvent of your niatonial mint at I'aris. By a scries 
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of laiatakCft you have been brought from tlio phico of ^ooi'ccy nnd 
secui’ity whien I liad destined for your temporary abode. bWi* lim 
baffled niy kbt chance of escape, and I have only to ((iva you niy 
blessing, and Fend you from the castle with Mr Ratclinc, n)io now 
leaves it ; my own fate will soon be decided." 

** Good Heaven, sir! can this be possible?" exclaimed Isabella. 

0, why was I freed from the restraint in which you placed me ? or 
why did you not impoi’t your pleanure to me ? ” 

Think an instant, Isabella. Would you have had me ]irejudicc, . 
in your opinion, the friend I was mo-^t desirous of aerviniy, by com- 
munieatini^ to you the injurious eafferness with which he pursued his 
object ? Could*! do so honourably, having promised to assiNt his sui( ? 
—But it is nil over. I and Mareschal have made up our minds to dit> 
like men ; it only remains to send you from hence under a safe escoi’t.” 

** Great powers! and is there no remedy?" said the terrified youn<^ 


woman. 

** None, my cliild,” answered Vere, grently, ‘^unless one whick 
you would not advise your father to adopt — ^to be the first to bctniy 
nis friends," 


O, no! no!" she answered, abhorrently yet lia.stiJy, as if to rejcici 
the temptation wliicli the alternative presented to her. But is tliert* 
nir other li(n)G — through flight — ^through mediation — tliroiigli siii)- 
plication ? — will bend niy knee to Sir Frederick ! " 

“It would be a fruitless degradation; he is delerminod on liis 
course, and I am equally resolved to stand the Ini/.ard of my 
On one condition only ho will turn aside from his purpose, aiid tliut 
condition my lips shall never utter to you." 

“ Name it, I conjure you, my dear father!" exclaimed Isfdx^lla. 
“ Wliat can he ask that we ought not to grant, to provout the InMoou.s 
catastrophe with which you are thr(?atono(l ? " 

“ That, Isabella,” said Vciv, soleiunh', ^’you shall never know, un- 
til your father's head has rolled on the bloody scaffold; then, indecul, 
you will learn there was one sacrifice by whicli lie might ]>ave be(Mi 
saved." 


“ And why not speak it now?" said Isabella; “ do you fear I woiibl 
flinch from the sacrifice of fortune for your presen atioii ? or Vr(»'dd 
you bequeath me tlie bitter legacy of liici-long remorse, so tdi as I 
shall think that you perished, while tliore r •'i;i.’iu‘d«ne mode oi* pre- 
venting the drcadfid misfortune that overhangs you?’' 

“ Then, my cliild," said Vere, since you i)rcss mo to naiiK' Avliat f 
would a thousand times rather leave in silence, ] must inform you 
that he will accept for ransom iiotlnng but your lunid in man iagr, 
and that conferred bCTore midnight this very (ivouiug!" 

“ This evening, sir!" said the young lady, {'truck with horror at /h* 
proposal — to such a man! — A mail! — a monster, wlio (‘ould 
wish to win the daughter by threatening the life of fho father -it is 
indeed impossible." 

“ You say my child," answered her father, “ it is indeed im- 
possible ; nor Bwe 1 either the right or the wish to exact such a sacri- 
Sesi — It is the course of natm*e that Ijic old should die and be forgot, 
Mil the young should live and be liapiiy." 
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My father die^ and his ^ild can sav^ him l-^bnt no— no->my 
dear father, pardon xne, it is impossible; you only wisli to ^uide me 
to your wishes. I know your omoct is what you flunk my happiness, 
and this dreadful tale is only told to influence nay conduct and subdue 
my scruples." 

“ My daughter," replied Ellieslaw, in a tone where offended au- 
thority seemed to struggle with parental affection, ‘^my child suspects 
me of inventing a false tale to work upon her feelings I Even flas 1 
must bear, and even fi'om this unworthy suspiciou 1 must descend to 
mdicate myself. You know the stainless honour of your cousin 
Mareschal— -mark what I shall write to him, and judge from liis an- 
swer, if the danger in which we stand is not real, and whether 1 have 
not used every means to avert it," 

He sate down, wrote a few lines hastily^ and handed them to Isa- 
bella, who, after repeated and painful efiorts, cleared her eyes and 
head sufficiently to discern their purport. 

“Dear cousin," said the billet, “I find my daughter, as 1 expected, 
in despair at the untimely and premature urgency of Sir DYederick 
Langley. Slie cannot even comprehend the peril in whicli we stand, . 
or how much we are in his power— Use your influence with him, for 
Heaven’s sake, to modify i^roposals, the acceptance of which I - 
cannot, and will not, urge my cliUd against all her own feelings,' as 
well as those of delicacy and propriety, and oblige your loving cousin, 


Li the agitation of the moment-, wlien her swimming eyes and dizzy 
brain could hardly comprehend tlie sense of what slie looked upon, 
it is not surprising that Miss Vere should have omitted to remark 
that this letter seemed to rest her scruples rather upon the form ;nid 
time of the proposed union, than on a rooted dislike to the suitor 
proposed to lier. Mr Vere rang the bell, and gave the letter to a 
servant to be delivered to Mr Mareschal, and, rising from his chair, 
continued to traverse the apartment in silence and in great agitation 
until tlie answer was returned, lie glanced it ovei^ and wrung tlie 
hand of his daughter as he gave it to her. Tlie tenor was as follows: — 

“My dear kinsman, 1 have already urged the knight on the point 
you mention, and 1 find hinr as fixed as Cheviot. X am truly sorry 
my fair cousin should be pressed to give np any of her maidenly 
rights. 8ii- I'Yedcrick consents, however, to leave the castle with 
mo the instant the ceremony is performed, and we Avill raise our fol- 
lowers and begin tlie fray. Thus tlicre is great hope the bridegroom 
may be knocked ou the head before he and the briae can meet again, 
60 jk‘11 has a fair chance to be I^ady Langley d ires bon rnarc/ie. For 
the rest, I can only say, that it she can make up her miiul to 
the alliance at all— it is no lime for mere maiden ceremony— my 
pretty cousin must needs consent to marry^ in haste, or we slnill all 
reiient at leisure, or rather have very little leisure to repent ; which 
is all at present from him who rests your affectioimte kinsman, — 
a. iM." 

“P.8. — Tell Isabella that I would rather cut the knight’s throat 
after al, and end the dilemma that way, than see her constrained to 
marry him against her will." 
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When Isabella had read this letter, it dropped from her hand, and 
she would, at I4ie same time, have fallen from her chair, had she not 
been supported by her father. 

God, my child will die!” exclaimed Vercj the feelings of 
nature overcoming, even in his breast, the sentiments of selfish 
policy; “ look up, Isabelljw-Jook up, my child— come what will, you 
shall not be the sacrifice — I will fall myself with the consciousness I 
leave you happy — My child may weep on my grave, but she shall not 
— not ill this instance — reproach my memory.” He called a scrvaiit. 
— “ Go, bid Ratclific come hither directly.” 

During this inter^^al, Miss Vere became deadly pale, clenched lier 
hands, pressing the palms strongly together, closed her eyes, and 
drew her lips w’ith strong compression, as if the severe constraint 
w'hieh she put upon her internal feelings extended even to her mus- 
cular organization. Then raising her head, and drawing in her 
breath strongly ere she spoke, she said with firmness,— Father, I 
consent to Hie marriage.” 

You shall not — ^you sliall not, — ^niy cliild — my dear child — ^}'ou 
sliall not embrace certain misery to free me from uncertain dau- 

exclaimed EUieslaw; and, strange and inconsistent beings Unit 
we arc ! he exiiressed the real though momentary feelings of his 
heart. 

Father,” repeated Isabella, ‘‘ I will consent to this marriage.” 

"No, my child, no— not now at least— we will humble ourselves to 
obtain delay from him ; and vet, Isabella, could you overcome a dis- 
like winch has no real foundation, think, in other respects, what a 
match ! — wealth — ^i-auk — ^importance.” 

"Father,” reiterated Isabella. "1 have consented.” 

It seemed as if she had lost the power of saying any tiling else, or 
oven of varying the phrase which, with such eiibrt, she had compelled 
herself to utter, 

"Heaven ble^ thee, my child! — Heaven bless thee! — And it will 
bless thee with riches, wdth pleasure, with iiower.” 

Miss Vei-c faintly entreated to be left by herself for the rest of the 
evening. 

" But will you not receive Sir Frederick ?” said her father anxi- 
ously, 

" I will meet him,” she replied, "I will meet him — ^^vhen I must, 
»n(l where I must ; but spare me now.” 

" Be it so, my dearest ; you shall know no restraint tliat I cau save 
you from. Do not tliink too hardly of Sir Frederick for this— it is 
an excess of passion,” 

Isabella waved her liand impatiently. 

"Forgive me, my child— I go — ^Heaven bless tliec. At eleven— 
if you call me not ^before— at deven I come to seek you.” 

when he left IsabeUa she dropt upon her knees — “ Heaven aid me 
^ support the resolution I have taken — Heaven only can — O, poor 
EarnsclifFl who shall comfort him? and witli what contempt will he 
pronounce her name, who listened to liitn to-day and gave h#i*self to 
another at night !• But Ift- him despise me — better so than that he 
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should know the truth— Let him despise me ; if it will hut lessen his 
grief, I should feel comfort in the loss of his esteem." 

She wept bitterly ; attempting in vain, from time to time, to com- 
mence the prayer for wliich she had sunk on her knees, but unable 
to calm her spirits |»ufliciently for the exercise of derotion. As she 
remained in this agony of mind, the door of her apartment was 
slowly opened. 


CHAPTER XV. 

Tlic tlarksomc cave they enter, where they fbund 
The wofiil man, low sitting on the ground, 

Musing full sadly In his sullen mind. 

/'aery Qfieen, 

Tjie intruder on Miss Vcrc's sorrows was Ratdiilc. Ellicslaw had, 
ill the agitation of his mind, forgotten to countermand the order he 
had given to call him thither, so that he opened the door with the 
words, “ You sent for me, Mr Vere." Then looking around — ‘‘Miss 
Vere, alone ! on tlie ground ! and in tears ! " 

“ Leave me — Cleave me, Mr Ratcliffe," said the unhappy young lady. 

“ I must not leave you," said Ratcliffe ; “ I have been repeatedly re- 
questing admittance to take my leave of you, and have been refused, 
until your father himself sent for me. ftlame mo not, if I am bold 
and intrusive ; I have a duty to discharge which makes me p." 

“ I cannot listen to you— I cannot speak to you, Mr Ratcliffe ; take 
my best wishes, and for God’s sake leave me." 

“ Tell me only,” said Ratdifie, “ is it true that this monstrous match 
is to go forward, and this ve^ night ? I heard the servants proclaim 
it asl was on the CTcat staircase— I heard the directions given to 
clear out the chaper," 

“ Spare me, Mr Ratclitfe," replied the luckless bride ; “ and from 
the state in wliich you see me, judge of the cruelty of these questions." 

“ Married ! to Sir Frederick Langley ! and tliis night ! it must 
not — cannot— shall not be." 

“ It mmt be, Mr Ratcliffe, or ray fatber is ruined.” 

“ Ah ! I understand,” answered llatcliffc; “ and you have sacrificed 
yourself to save him wlio — But lot the virtue of the child atone for 
the faults of the father — it is no time to rake them up. What can 
be done ? Time presses — I know but one remedy— 'with four-and- 
twenty hours I might find many — Miss Vere, yon must implore the 
jirotcction of the only liuman being who has it iu his power to con- 
trol tlie course of events which tiu'eatens to hurry you before it.” 

“ And what human being,” answered Miss Vere, “ has such power ? " 

“ Start not when I name him," said Ratclfffe, coming near lier, and 
speaking in a low but distinct voice. “ It is he who is called Elshcn- 
dor the Rccluae of Mucklestanc-Moor." 

“ You are mad, Mr Ratcliffe, or you mean to insult my misery by 
an ilUimtid jest!” 

*• I am as much in my senses, young liuly," answered her adsiscr. 
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'* as you are ; and I am no idle jester, far less with misery, least of 
all with jour misery. I swear to you that lliis beings (who is other 
far than what he seems) actually possesses Ihe means of redeeming* 
you from this hateful union.” 

" And of ensuring my father’s safety ? 

“ Yes ! even that,” said Ratcliffe, “ if you plead his cause with him 
—yet how to obtain admittance to the Recluse.” 

Fear not that,” said Miss Vere, suddenly recollecting the inci- 
dent df the rose ; “ I remember he^ desired me to call upon him for 
aid ill my extremity, and gave me this flower as a token. Eire it faded 
away entirely, I would need, he said, hia assistance : is it possible his 
words can have been aught but the ravings of insanity ? ” ’ 

" Doubt it not— fear it not— but, above all,” said Ratcliffe, *• let us 
lose no time— Are you at liberty, and unwatched?” 

“ I believe so,” said Isabella ; “ but what would you have me to do ?” 

“ Leave the casilc instantly,” said Ratcliffe, “ and throw yourself 
at llie feet of this extraordinary man, who, in circumstances that seem 
to argue the extrcinity of the most contemptible poverty, possesses 
yet an almost ahsolute'influenee over your fate. — Quests and servants 
arc deep in their carouse — the leaders sitting in conclave on their 
treasonable schemes — my horse stands ready in the stable — I will 
saddle one for you, and meet you at the little garden-gate — O, let no 
doubt of my prudence f»v iidelity prevent your taking the only stei) 
in your power to escape the dreadful fate which must attend tlio wife 
of fiir Frederick Langley.” 

“ Mr Ratcliffe,” said Miss Vere, you have always been esteemed 
a man of honour and probity, and a drowning wretch will always 
calch at the feeblest twig, — 1 will trust you — 1 will fedlow your advice 
— I ^vill meet you at the garden-gate.” 

She bolted tlie outer-door of her apartment as soon as Mr Ratcliffe 
left her, and descended to the garden by a separate stair of commu- 
nication which opened to her dressing-room. On the way slie felt 
inclined to retract the consent she had so hastily given to"a ]>lan so 
hopeless and extravagant. But as she passed in her descent a pri- 
vate door which entered into the chanel fi-om the back stair, she heard 
the voice of the female servants as they were employed in tlie task of 
cleaning it. 

‘‘ Married ! and to sae had a man— Ewhow, sirs ! ony ihiiig rather 
than that.” 

“ They are right — they ai’c right,” said Miss Vere, “ any thing* 
rather than that?’ ^ » .y 

She hurried to the garden. Mr Ratcliffe was true to his appoint- 
ment — the horses stood saddled at the garden-gate, and in a few 
minutes they were advancing rapidly towards the hut of the Solitary, 

While the ground was* favourable, the speed of their journey was 
such as to prevent much communication ; but when a steep ascent 
compelled them to slacken their pace, a new cause of apprehension 
occurred to Miss Vcrc’s mind. 

“ AJgRalcliffe,” she said, pulling up her horse’s bridle, ‘^Igt us pro- 
farther a journey wliicli nothing hut the extreme agitation 
"'ia^lud can vindicate my having undertn ken — I am well aware 
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that this man passes among: the vulg’ar as being possessed of super- 
natural powers, and carrying on an intercourse with beings of another 
world ; but I would have you aware I am neither to be imposed on by 
audi follies, nor, were 1 to believe in their existence, durst I, with my 
feelings of religion, apply to tliis being in my distress/' 

1 should have ihougiit. Miss Vere," replied Ratcliffe, my eha- 
ract(^r and habits of thinking were so well known to you, that you 
might have held me exculpated from crediting in such absurdity. 

“ But ill what other mode," said Isabella, ^ can a being, so miser- 
able himself in appearance, jpossess the power of assisting me ?” 

*' Miss Vere," said Ratcliffe, after a momentary pause, ‘‘lam bound 
by a solemn oath of secrecy — You must, without farther explanation, 
he satisfied with my pledged assurance, tliat he docs possess the power, 
if you can inspire Imn with the will ; and that, I douht not, you will 
1)0 a])lc to do." 

“ Mr Ratcliffe,”. said Miss Vere, “ you may yourself be mistaken ; 
you ask an unlimited degree of confidence from me.” 

“ Recollect, Miss Vere," he replied, “ that when in your humanity 
you asked me to interfere with your father in favour of Haswell and 
his ruined family — ^wlien you requested me to prevail on him to do a 
thing most abhorrent to his nature — to forgive an injury and remit 
a penalty — 1 stipulated that vou should aSc me no questions con- 
eerning iho sources of my influence — ^You found no reason to dk- 
ti’ust me llien, do not distrust me now." 

Blit the extraordinary mode of life of ibis man," said Miss Vere; 

“ his scelusioii— his figure—the deepness of misanthropy which he k 
s<ii(l to express in lik language — Mr RatcMe, what can I think of 
him if ho really possesscis tlie powers you ascribe to him ?" 

'I’Jiis man, young lady, was bred a Catholic, a sect which affords 
a. tliousaud instances of those who have retired from power and af- 
lliience to voluntary privations more strict even than his." 

But lie avows no religious motive," replied Miss Vere. 

‘* No," replied Ratcliffe ; “ disgust with the world has operated his 
relreal from it without assuming the veil of superstition. Thus far I 
may tell you— ho was born to great wealth, which his parents designed 
slunikl become greater by his union with a kinswoman, whom for that 
purpose they lired up hi their own house. You have seen his figure ; 
judge what Ihc young lady must have thought of the lot to wliidi she 
was destined — ^"Yet, habituated to his appearauce? she shewed no 

reluctance, and the friends of of the person whom I sjieak of, ; 

doubled not tliat tlie excess of his attachment, the various acquisitions 
of his mind, his many and amiable qualities, liad overcome the natural 
Jiorror wliich his destined bride must liavc entertained at an exterior 
so dreadfully inauspicious.'’ 

“ And did they judge truly ?" said Isabella. 

“ You shall hear. He, at least, was fully aware of his own de- , ^ 
f'lcicncy ; the sense of it haunted liim like a phantom. “ 1 am," waa 
liis own expression to me,— 1 mean to a man, wJioiu he trusted , — * I 
am, in spite of wliat you would say, a poor miserable outcast, fitter to 
have been sniotliered in the cradle Ilian to have been brought up to 
scai’e tlie world in which 1 crawl.' Tlie person whom he addressed 
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in vam endeavoured to impress liim with the indifferoiice to exterual 
form, which is the natural result of philosopliy, or entreat him to re- 
call the superiority of mental talents to tlie more attractive attributes 
that are merely personal. * I hej» you/ he would reply j ‘ but you 
speak the voice of cold-blooded stoicism, or, at least, of friendly par- 
tiality. But look at every book wdiich we have read, those excepted 
of that abstract philosophy wliich feels no responsive voice in our 
natural feeling. Is not personal form, auch as at least can be tole- 
rated without horror and disg’us^ always represented as essential fo 
our ideas of n friend, far more a lover ? Is not such a mis-sliapen 
monster as I am, excluded, by the very fiat of Nature, from her fairest 
ei^oyments ? What but my wealth prevents all — perhaps even lictitia, 
or you — from shunning ine as somethings foreign to your nature, and 
more odious, by bearing that distorted resemblance to humanity 
which we observe in the animal tribes that arc more hateful to man 
because they seem his caricature?*” 

You repeat the sentiments of a madman,” said Aliss Vere. 

^ No,” replied her conductor, unless a morbid and excessive sen- 
sibility on such a suWeet can be termed insanity. Yet 1 will not deny 
that this governing feeling and apprehension carried the person wlio 
entertained it, to lengths which indicated a deranged imagination. 
He appeared to think that it was necessary for liim, by exuberant^ 
and not always well- chosen instances of liberality, and even profu- 
sion, to unite himself to the human race, from which he conceived 
himself naturally dissevered. The benefits wliich he bestowed, from 
a disposition naturally pliilanthropical in an uncommon degree, were 
exaggerated by the influence of the goading reflection, Unit more was 
necessary from him than from others, — lavishiiig his treasures as if 
to bribe mankind to receive him into their class. It is scarcely ne- 
cessary to say, that the bounty which flowed from a source so capri- 
cious was often abused, and his confidence frequently betrayed. These 
disappointments, which occur to all, move or less, and most to such 
as confer benefits "without just discriminedion, his diseased fancy set 
down to the hatred and contempt excited by his persomil dcfonnily. 
— But I fatigue you, Miss V ere ? '* 

" No,^ by no means; I — I could not prevent my aticiiLion from 
wandering an instant ; pray proceed.” 

"He became at length,” continued Ratcliffe, “ tlio most ingenious 
self-tormentor of whom 1 have overheard; the scoff of tlie rabbl(% 
and the sneer of the yet more brutnl vulgar of his ow'n rank, was to 
him agony and breaking on the wheel. He regarded tlie laugh of tln^ 
common people whom Tie passed on the street, and the suppressed 
titter, or yet more offensive terror, of the young girls to wliom ho 
was introduced in company, as proofs of the true sense which tlie 
world entertained of him, as a prodigy unfit to be received among 
them on the usual terms of society, and as vindicating the wisdom of 
his purpose in withdrawing himself froni among them. On tlie faith 
'fipd sincerity of two persons alone, he scoiiied to rely inijilicitly — on 
that of his betrothed bride, and of a friend eminently giitcd in per- 
sonal accomplishments, who seemed, and indeed probably was, siii- 
“^jtached to him. He ought to have been so at least, for lie 
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Wiis lilonilly loaded with benefits by hira whom you arc now about to 
sec. The parents of the subject of my story died witliiu a short space 
of each other. Their death postponed the marriage, for which the 
day had been fixed, 'i'hc lady did not seem greatly to mourn this 
delay, — perhaps that was not to have been expected ; but she inti- 
mated no change of intention, when, after a decent interval, a second 
day was named for their union. The friend of whom I spoke was then 
a constant resident at the Hail. In an evil hour, at the earnest re- 
quest and entreaty of this friend, they joined a general party, where 
men of didcrent political opinions were mingled, and where they drank 
deep. A quarrel ensued ; the friend of tlie Ileclusc drew his sword 
with others, and was thrown down and disarmed by a more powerful^ 
antagonist. They fell in the struggle at the feet of the Recluse, who,' 
maimed aud truncated as liis form appears, possesses, nevertheless,' 
great streiiffth, as well as violent passions. lie caught up a sword, 
pierced the licart of his friend's antagonist, was tried, and lus life, 
with dilficulty, redeemed from justice at the expense of a year's close 
iinprisonmeiit, tlie punishment of manslaughter. The incident af- 
fected him most deeply, the more that the deceased was a mmi of 
excellent character, and had sustained gross insult and injury ere he 
ilrew' his sw'ord. 1 think, from that moment, I observed — I beg par- 
don — tlie fits of morbid sensibility which had tormented this unfor- 
tunate gentleman, were rendered henceforth more acute by remorse, 
which he, of all men, was least capable of having incurred, or of sus- 
taining when it became his unhappy lot. His paroxysms of agony 
could not be concealed from the lady to whom he was betrothed ; and 
it must be confessed they wore of an alarming and fearful nature. 
He comforted himself, that, at tlie expiry of Jiis imprisouinent, be 
could form with liis wife and friend a society, encii'clcd by wliich he 
might dispense Avith more extensfre communication wdtii the Avorld. 
lie AA^^.s deceived ; before that term elapsed, his friend and his be- 
trothed bride Avere man and w'ifc.^ The clFects of a shock so dreivji- 
fnl on an ardent teinperaTncnt, a disposition already soured by bitter 
reinoi se, and loosened by I lie iiidiikence of a gloomy imagination 
from llie rest of mankind, 1 cannot describe to you ; it was as if the 
liist cable at whicli the vessel rode had suddenly parteil, and left her 
iiliandoned to all the Avild fury of the tempest, lie Avas placed under 
medical restraint. As a temporary nicasiu’e this might liaArc been 
justiliable; but his hard-hearted friend, avIio in consequence of his 
inamage, was uoay his nearest ally, iirolunged his conlinoment, in 
order to enjoy the management of his immense estates. Inhere Avas 
one Avlio OAA ed his all to the sufferer, an humble friend, but grateful 
and faithful. IJy unceasing exertion, and repeated invocation of 
justice, he at length succeeded in obtaining liis patron's freedom, 
and reinstatement in the management of his oAvn iiroperty, to Avhich 
Avas soon added that of his intended bride, wlio, having died Avithout 
male issue, her estates reverted to him, as heir of entail. But free- 
dom, and Avealth, Avere unable to restore the equipoise of his mind; 
to the former his grief made him indifferent— the lattcn* only served 
him as ffir as it afforded him the means of indulging his strange and 
waywtu’d fancy. lie had renounced the Catholic religion, but per- 
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haps some of it« docirines continued to influence a mind, over wliioli 
remorse and misantluropy now assumed, in appearance, an unbounded 
authority. His life has since been that alternately of apil^im and 
a hermit, suflcrina- the most severe privations, not indeed in ascetic 
devotion, but in abhoiTencc of mankind. Yet no man’s words and 
actions have been at such a wide difference, nor has any liypocritical 
wretcli ever been more ingenious in assigning good motives for his 
vile actions, than this unfortunate in reconciling to his abstract prin- 
ciples of misanthropy a conduct which flows from his natural gene- 
rosity and kindness of feeling." 

“ Still, Mr Ratcliffe — still you describe the inconsistencies of a 
madman." 

“ By no means," replied Ratcliffe. " That the imagination of Ibis 
gentleman is disordered, I will not pretend to dispute; 1 have already 
told 3 ^ou that it has sometimes broken out into paroxysms appvfiaclnng 
to real mental alienation. ^But it is of his common stale of mind 
that 1 speak; it is irregular, but not deranged; the shades are as 
gradual as those that divide the light of noon-day from midnight. 
•The courtier who ruins his fortune for the attainment of a title wliicli 
can do him no good, or power of which he can make no suitable or 
creditable use, the miser who hoards his iisidess wealth, and the j)ro- 
digal who squanders it, are all mai*ked with a certain shade oi in- 
sanity. To criminals who are guilty of enormities, when the teinj)- 
tfttion, to a sober mind, l)Cars no proportion to the horror of the act, 
or the probability of detection and punishment, the same observation 
applies ; and every violent passion, as well as anger, may be termed 
a short madness." 

" This may be all good philosophy, Mr Ratclifle," answt'red Miss 
\^ero ; *•' but excuse me, it by no means imboldens nio to ^ isit, at this 
late hour, a person whose extravagance of imagination you yoin>,elf 
can only palliate." 

Rather, then," said Ratclifle, receive my solemn assurances, 
that you do not incur the slightest danger. But what 1 hav(^ been 
hitherto hfraid to mention for fear of alarming you, is, that now when 
we are within sight of his retreat, for 1 can dfscover it thi-ongh ihe 
twilight, 1 must go no fai’ther with you; you must proceed alone." 

“ Alone? — I dare not." 

“ You must,’" continued Ratcliffe; I will remain here and wait 
for you." 

'* You will not, then, stir from this place," said Miss Vere : yet 
the distance is so great, you could not hear me were 1 to cry for ’as- 
sistance." 

“ Fear nothing," said her guide; or observe, at least, the utmost, 
coution in stifling every expression of timidity. Romombor that his 
predominant and most harassing aiipreliension arises from a oon- 
sciousness A ffe fce liideousncss of his appearance. Your path lies 
straight bqsiHP^yoii hidf^all on will^ keep tlic loft side of it; the 
marsh lies on nght. Farewell fora lime. Rem ember the evil 
you are thi’catOlffed wdtli, and let it overcome at oma vour fears and 
scruples 

Mr Ralcliftb," said Isahclhi, " fanuvell ; if you jnivc (hx'cived one 
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SO mifortmiale as uiyself, you have for ever forfeited the fair character 
for probity aiid honour to which I have trusted.” 

“ On my life — on my soul,” continued liatclilTe, raising- his voice as 
the distance between them increased, “ you are safe — perfectly safe.” 


CHAPTER XVI. 

’Twas time and griefs 

I’hat iVuined him thus ; Time, with hJa fairer hand, 

On'eriiig tlic fortunes ofhis fonnor ila3''S, 

Th(; ftn-mer man may make liim ^Briug us to liim, 

And chance it as it mav. 

Old Play. 

Tin: sounds of Ratclilfe’s voice had died on Isabella's ear ; but as 
she iroqiicntly looked back, it was some encourag-ement to her to dis- 
cern liis form now darkojung in the gloom. Ere, however, she went 
much farlher, slie lost the object in Die increasing shade. The hist 
gliimiK'r of Die twilight placed her before the hut of the Solitary. 
She twice oxlendod her hand (o the door, and twice she withdrew it; 
and wliou she did at length make the effort, the knock did not equal 
ill violoiH'e the throb of her own bosom. Her next effort was louder ; 
hoi‘ third was reiterated, for the fear of not obtaining the protection 
from which Kntchffc promis(»d so much, began to overpower the 
terrors of his jirescmcc from whom she was to request it. At length, 
ns slio still received no nnswor, she repeatedly called upon the Dwarf 
hv liis assumed name, and requested him to answer and open to her. 
Wliat misc'rahle being is reduced said the appalling voice of the 
‘‘ to seek refuge here? Go hence; when Die heath-fowl 
ne(‘d shelter, tliey seek it not in the nest of the night-raven.” 

1 come to you, father,” said Isabella, in m.y hour of adversity, 
even ns you yourself commanded, when you proiniscd your lieart and 
your door slionld be open to my distress; but I fear — 1-” 

i la ! ” said the Solitary, thou thou art Isabella Vere ? Give me 
a token that thou art she.” 

1 hav(; brought you back the rose wliicli you gave me; it has not 
liad time to fide ere the hard fate you foretold has come upon mol” 
And if thoii hast thus redeemed thy pledge,” said the Dwarf, “ I 
will not forfeit uiiiic. The heart and the door that arc shut against 
(‘very other earthly being, shall be open to thee and to thy sorrows.” 

f^he heard him move in his hut, and presently afterwards strike a 
light. One hy one, bolt and bar were tlion withdrawn, the heart of 
Isabella tlirobning higber as these obstacles to their ineetiiig were 
successivcdy removed. The door opened, and the Solitary stood 
before her, his iiiicoiith form and features iyuminated by the iron 
lamp wliicli he held in liis hand. 

“ Enter, daughter of aiffiction,” lie said, — ‘‘ enter the house of 
misery.” . . . ' 

She enlorcd, and ohserved, with a ])rccantion wliicli increased her 
trci)idalion, that the Recdiise’s first act, after setting the lamp upon 
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the table, was to replace the numerous bolts which secured the door 
of his hut. She shrunk as she heai'd the noise which aeconipamed 
ihia ominous operation, yet remembered llatcliffe’s caution, and eii- 
leavoured to suppress all appearance of apprehension. ^ iJie h^nt of 
;Tie lamp was weak and uncertain; but the Solitai’y, witiiout takuipf 
immediate notice of Isabella, otherwise than by motioiun^f hei* to sit 
down on a small settle beside the fire-place, made haste to kindle 
some dry furze, which presently cast a blaze throu^jh the cottage. 
Wooden shelves, which bore a few books, some hiiiullcs of dried 
herbs, and one or two wooden cups and platters, were oii one aide of 
the fire ; on the other were placed some ordinary tools of field-Labour, 
niinglea with those used by mechanics. Where the bed should have 
been, there was a wooden frame, strevred with withered moss and 
rushes, the couch of the ascetic. The whole space of the cottage did 
not exc^d ten feet by six within the walls ; and its only fnniiture, 
besides what we have mentioned, was a table and two stools formed 
of rougrh deals. i 

Within tliese narrow precincts Isabella now found herself enclosed 
with a bein^, wJiosc liistory had notliing to reassure her, and the 
fearful conformation of whose hideous countenance inspired an almost 
superstitious terror. He occupied the scat op nosite to her, and 
dropping his huge and shaggy eye-brows over nis i>iercing black 
eyes, gazed at her in silence, as if agitated by a varictv of contending 
feelings. On the other side sate Isabella, pale as death, her long 
hair uncurled by the evening damps, and falling over her shoulders 
and breast, as the wet streamers droop from the mast when the storm 
has passed away, and left the vessel stranded on the beach. J lie 
Dwarf first broke the silence with the sudden, abrupt, and alarming 
question, — “Woman, what evil fixte lias brought thee hither 
“My father’s dang*er, and your own command,’' slie replied faintly, 
but firmly. 

“ And you hope for aid from me r” . i 

“If you can bestow it,” she replied, still in the same tone of mild 
submission. 

“And how should I possess that power?” continued the Dwarf, 
with a bitter sneer ; “ Is mine the form of a redresser of wrongs ? Is 
this the castle in which one powerful enough to bo sued to by a Ian* 
suppliant is likely to hold his residence ? 1 hut mocked thee, girl, 

when 1 said I would relieve thee.” 

“ Then must I depart, and face my fate as I best may!” 

“ No!” said the Dwarf, rising amrinterposing between her and the 
door, and motioning to her sternly to resume licr scat — “ No ! you 
leave me not in this way ; we must liave farther conference. Why 
should one be ing jicsire aid of another? Why should not each be suffi- 
cient to itselfjllHK roiuid you— I, the most despised and most decrci»it 
on Nature’g^^^fen, have required sympathy and lielp from no one. 
These my own piling ; these utensils I framed with my 

own this” and he laid liis hand with a fierce 

always wore bciicatli his garment, 
I so far that the blade glimmered clear in the fire- 

' this,” ho pursued, as he thrust the M'capon hack into 
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the scabbard, I can, if necessary, defend the vital spark enclosed ir 
this poor trunk, against the fairest and 6trons:est that shall threatei: 
me with injury,” 

It ^vas with difficulty Isabella refrained from screaming^ out aloud: 
but she did refrain, 

“ This,” continued the Recluse, *‘is the life of nature^ solitary, self 
.sufficing*, find indeiicndcnt. The wolf calls not the wolf to aid niin ir 
forming his den ; and the vulture invites not another to assist her in 
.striking down her prey.” 

“ And when tliey are unable to procure themselves support^” said 
I.sabclla, judiciously thinking that he would be most accessible to 
argument couched in his own metaphorical style, “ what then is to 
befall tliem?” 

“ Let them starve, die, and be forgotten : it is the common lot ol 
hii inanity.” 

“ It is the lot of the wild tribes of nature.” said Isabclhi, “ but cliiefi\ 
of those who are destined to suppoi-t themselves by rapine, w'hicJi 
lirooks no partner ; but it is not the law of nature in general ; even 
tlie lower orders have confederacies for mutual defence. But man- 
kind — the race would perish did they cease to aid eadi other. — From 
the time that the mother hinds the child’s head, till the moment that 
some kind assistant wipes the death-damp from the brow of the dying, 
we cannot exist without mutual help. All, therefore, that need aid, 
have right to ask it of their fellow'-mortals ; no one who has the power 
of gi-auling can refuse it without g'uilt.” 

And in this simple hope, poor maiden,” said the Solitary, thou 
lias come into the desert, to secic one whoso wish it wxre that the league 
tliou has spoken of were broken for ever, and that, in very truth, tlie 
whole race .should pcrisli ? Wert thou not frightened ?” 

Misciy,” said Isabella, firmly, “ is superior to fear.” 

“ Hast tliou not heard it said in thy mortal world, that I have 
leagued myself with other ])ower.s, deformed to the eye and malevo- 
lent to the human race as myself? Hast thou not heard this? — ^And 
(lost thou seek my cell at mitluight?” 

TJie Jiein^ 1 worship siqiiiorts me against such idle fears,” said 
Isabella ; but tlic increasing agitation of her bosom belied the affected 
courage which her words expressed. 

“ llo ! iio !” said the Dwarf, “ thou vanntest thyself a philosopher ? 
Yi‘t, shouldst thou not have thought of tlic danger of intrusting thy- 
self, young and beautiful, in the power of one so spited against hu- 
manity, as to place liis chief pleasure in defacing, destroying, and 
degrading her fairest works?” 

Isabella, mucli alarmed, continued to answer with fii^mness^ “ What- 
ever injuries you may have sustained in the world, you are mcap.ahlc 
of revenging them on one who never wronged you, nor, wilfully, any 
other.” 

‘‘Ay, but maiden,” he continued, his dark eyes flashing with an ex- 
pression of malignity which communicated it.self to his wild and di.s- 
torted features, “ revenge is the hungry wolf, wliich asks only to tear 
flesh and lap blood. Think you the lamb’s pica of innocence would* 
DC listened to by him ?” 
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Man !” said Isabella, rising, and cxpressin^i*: herself witli much 
dignity, ‘‘ I fear not the hoiTible ideas ^yith which yon would impress 
me. i cast them from me with disdain. Be you mortal or liciid, 
' you would not offer injury to one wJio sought you as a suppliant in 
her utmost need. You would not — you durst not.” 

Thou say'st truJy maiden,” rejoined the Solitary ; dare not — 1 
would not. Beg'oiie to thy dwelling:. Fear nothing- with which they 
threaten thee. Thou hast asked iny protection — ^thdu shalt find it 
effectual.” 

But, father, this very night I have consented to wed the man that 
I abhor, or I must put the seal to my father’s ruin.” 

“ This night ? — at what hour ?’* 

“Ere midnight.” 

“And twilight,” said the Dwarf, “has already iiassed away. But 
fear nothing, there is ample time to protect tliee.^’ 

“A.nd my father?’^ continued Isabella, in a suppliant tone. 

“ Thy father,” replied the Dwarf, “has been, and is, my most bitter 
enemy. But fear not ; thy virtue shall save liim. And now, begom^ ; 
were I to keep thee longer by me, I might again fall into tlie stupid 
dreams concerning human worth from wliich I hav(j been so fearfully 
awakened. But fear nothing — at the very foot of the altar I will re- 
deem thee. Adieu, time presses, and I must act ! ” 

He led her to the door of the hut, whicli he opened for her depar- 
ture. She remounted her horse, which had been feeding in the outer 
enclo.sure, and pressed him forward by the light of the moon, Asliicli 
v^as now rising, to the spot where she had left Untclifro. 

“Have you succeeded?” was his first eager question. 

“1 have obtained promises from him lowborn you seui me; but 
how can he possibly accomplish them r” 

“Thank God!” said liatcliffe ; “doubt not his power to fulfil Ins 
promise/’ 

At this moment a slmll whistle was licard to i-Obouuu along the 
lieath. 

“Hark!” said Ratcliffe, “ho calls me — Vere, return homo, 
and leave unbolted the j)osterii-door of the garden ; to tliat wliicli 
o])ens on the back-stairs 1 have a pxivate key.” 

A second whistle was heard, yet more shrill and ])rolong'od tlnin 
the first. 

“ I come, I come,” said liatcliffe.; and iiet ting spurs to his horse, 
rode over the heath in the direction of tin? Jiecb'ise s luifc. iMiss Vere 
returned to the castle, tlie mettle of the animal on wliich she )-od(‘, 
and her own anxiety of mind, combining to accelerate) her jounny. 

She obeyed llatcliffc’s directions, thougli witliout well ap])reliend- 
ing their purpose, and leaving her horse at large in a ])addock nenr 
the garden, hurried to licr own atxartment, which she readied witliout 
observation. 81ie now unbolted her door, and rang her bell for 
lights. Her father appeared along with tlic servant v.ho ansvrered 
her simlmons. 

“ He had been twice,” he said “ listening at her door during the 
two hours that had elapsed since he left her, and, not hearing her 
spipak, had become apprebeusive that she was taken ill.” 



“And noWjiny dear father,” «he said, ‘•])erinit me to elaiin the pro- 
mise you so kindly ;^avc ; let the last moments of freedom which I am 
to enjoy be mine without intorruntion ; and protract to tlie hist mo- 
ment the respite which is ullowed me.” 

“I will,” said her father; ‘^nor shall you be airain inten'upted. 
But this disordered dress — this dishevelled hair — (lo not let me find 
you thus when 1 call on you a^ain ; the sacrifict^ to he heneficiah 
must be voluntary.” 

“ Must it he so r” she replied ; ‘‘ then fear not, my father ! the victim 
shall be adorned.” 


CHAPTER XVIL 

Tlila looks not like :i miplial. 

Much Ado about Nothing, 

I'hk chapel in the castle of Ellieslaw^, destined to be the scene ol 
this ill-oinenod nnion, was a huildin<j of mnch older date than the 
castle itself, though that claimed consideraldc aiitwiiiity. Before tlic 
wars lietwecn England and Scotland had become so cuimnou and of 
siieh lon.i>* diiratioii, that the hnildings alon^ both sides of the Border 
w(‘re cliietly dedicated to warlike purposes, there had been a small 
.settlement of monks at Kllieslaw, a depondenev, it is l)elieved by aii- 
ti<(Uiirios, on the rich Abbey of dcdbuvoli. Their possessions luid 
l(>n,<>* ]}asscd away undei* the* cbang’o.s introduced by war and mutual 
I'ava.^'t*. A feudal castle Itad arisen on the ruin of their ctdls, and 
their ehn])el was incliulod in its precincts. 

TJie edifice, in its round nrclies and massive pillars, the siinjdicity 
of vdiiclj referred their date to what has been called tlie )Sa-\oii 
ar(‘Uileclur(‘, iwesented at all times a dark and sombre appearanee, 
and had been frequently used as the cemetery of the tamily of the 
feudal lords, as well as formerly of the monastic brethren. But it 
looked doubly cflooniy by the elfect of llie few and smoky torches 
which were used to euli^^diten it ou the present occasion, and wliieh, 
sjireadin^ a ^lare of yellow lij»’ht in their immediate viciiiily, were 
.surrounded beyond by a. red and purple halo rotlected fi’oiu their own 
Muoke,aud beyond that again by a zone of darkness Avhieli inag^nitied 
tin? extent of the e]iapel,\vhiJe’it rendered it impossible for tlie eye 
to ascertain its limits. Some injudicious ornament.s, ado])ted in liable 
for the tiecasion, rather added to the dreariness of tlie scene. (.)]d 
iragnionts of tapestiy, torn from the avails of other a])artments, had 
Ik^cu liastily mid partially dispo.scd around tho.se of the chapel, and 
mingled inconsistently witli scutcheons and funeral ernhlem.s of the 
dead, which tliey elscwlicrc exhibited. On eacJi side of the .stone 
altar was a monument, the apjicaraiice. of wliicli formed an equally 
strange contrast. On the one was the figure, in stone, of some grim 
hermit, or monk, who had died in the odoiiivof sanctity; he was 
re])rcsciited as recumlient, in hi.s cowl and scapulairo, with his face 
turned upward as in the act of devotion, and his hands folded, from 
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his stringy of beads was dependent. On the other side wtis a 
tomb, ill the Italian taste, composed of the most beautiful statuary 
mai*ble, and accounted a model of modem art. It was erected to the 
memory of Isabella’s mother, the late Mrs Vere of Ellieskw, who was 
represented as in a dying posture, while a weeping cherub, with eyes 
averted, seemed in the act of extinguishing a dying lamp as emble- 
matic of her speedy dissolution. It was, indeed, a masterpiece of art, 
but misplaceci in the rude vault to which it had been consigned. 
Many were surprised, and even scandalized, that Ellieslaw, not 
remarkable for attention to his lady while alive, should erect after 
her death such a costly mausoleum in aifected sorrow; others cleared 
him from the imputation of hjmocrisy, and averred that the monument 
had been constructed under the direction and at the sole expense of 
Mr llatclilfe. 

^ Before these monuments the wedding guests were assembled. 
They wore few in iinraber ; for many had left tlic castle to prepare 
for the ensuing political explosion, and Ellieslaw was, in tlie circiim- 
^«tanccs of tlie case, far from being desirous to extend invitations 
farther than to those near relations w'liosc pi’csenco the custom of the 
country rendered indispensable. Next to llie altar stood Sir Frederick 
Eanglev, dark, moody, and thoughtful, even beyond his wont, and 
near hfm, Maroschal, who was to jday the part of bridesman, as it 
was called. I1ie thoiigbtlcss humour of this young gentleman, oii 
which he never deigned to place the least lestraint, added to the 
cloud wliich overhung the hrow of the bridegroon). 

‘‘The bride is not yet come out of her •cliambcr,” he wlii<j)ored to 
8ir Frederick ; ‘‘ I U'ust that we must not have recourse to the 
violent expedients of the Homans which 1 read of at College. It 
would be hard upon my pretty cousin to be run away with lwi<‘e in 
two days, tlioiigli 1 know none better wortli such a violent com]>li- 
iiient,” 

Sir Frederick attempted to turn a deaf car to tliis discourse, 
humming a tune, and looking another way, but JMavcschal proceeded 
ill the same wild manner. 

“This delay is hard u])on Dr Ilobblcr, who was disturbed to 
accelerate preparations for this joyful event w hen he had success- 
fully extracted the cork of his third bottle. I hope you will kee]) 
him free of the censure of his cuperiors, for 1 lake it this is beyond 
canonical hours. — But here come Ellieslaw and my pretty cousin — 
prettier than ever, 1 tliiuk, were it not slie seems so "faint and 
so deadly pale. — IJark ye. Sir Knight, if she says not yes with 
right good-will, it shall be no wedding, for all that has come and 
gone yet.” 

“No w'edding^irr” returned Sir Frederick, in a loud whisiier, the 
tone of whi ch ^ ap feated that Ids angry feelings w’ere suppressed w ith 

NQ-~ii MpB |flgc,’’ replied Mareschal, “there’s my hand and 

Skji^Vi^^PEXangley took Ids hand, and as he wrung it hard, 
said in a I^wwwdiisper, “Maroschal, you shall answer tlds,” and tlien 
tiling his hand from him. 
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That 1 will readily do ” said Marcschal, “ for never word escaped 
niy lips that my liaiid was not ready to guarantee — So, speak up, my 
pretty cousin, and tell me if it be your free will and unbiassed resolu- 
tion to accept of this gallant knight for your lord and husband ; fot 
if you have the tenth part of a scruple upon the subject, fall back, 
fall edge, be shall not have you»” 

“ Are you mad, Mr Mareschal?” said Ellieslaw, who, hanng been 
this young man’s guardian diudug liis minority, often employed a 
tone of authority to him. ‘‘Do you suppose I would drag my 
daughter to the toot of the altar, were it not her ow’n choice ?” 

“'Tut, Ellieslaw,” retorted the young gentiieman, “never tell me 
of the contrary ; her eyes arc full of tears, and her checks are whiter 
Ilian her white dress. I must insist, in the name of common liuma- 
iiify, that the ceremony be adjourned till to-morrow.” 

“ She shall tell you herself, thou incorrigible intermeddlcr in what 

concerns thee not, that it is her wish the ceremony should go on la 

it not, Isabella, my dear?” 

“ It is,” said Isabella, half fainting— “ since there is no help either 
in God or man.” 

The first word alone was distinctly audible. Marcschal shrugged 
111) his shoulders and stepped back. Ellieslaw led, or ratlicr ^pported. 
Ins daughter to the altar. Sir Frederick moved forwai*d and nlaced 
liiiiiself by her side. The clergyman opened his prayer-book, and 
looktul to Mr Vere for tlie signal to commence the service. 

“ 1 ’roceed,” said the latter. 

Ihit a voice, as if issuing from the tomb of liis deceased wife, called, 
in sucli loud and liarsh accents as awakened every echo in the vaultea 
el lajiel, “Forbear!” 

All were mute and motionless, till a distant rustic, and the clash of 
swords, or soniething resembling it, was heard from the remote 
npartiflents. It coa&ed almost instantly.^ 

“ What now device is this?” said Sir Frederick, fiercely, eyeing 
Ellieslaw and Marcschal witli a ghuice of malignant suspicion. 

“ It can be but tlie frolic of some intemperate guesv said Ellies- 
hnv, tliough greatly confounded; “ we iiiust make large allowances 
for the excess of this evening’s festivity. Proceed with the service.” 

lleforc the clergyman could obey, the same prohibition which they 
had before heard, was repeated from the same spot. The female 
attendmits screamed, and tied from the chapel; the gentlemen laid 
Ibeir hands on their swords. Ere the first moment of surprise had 
])asscd by, the Dwarf stepped from beliind the monument, and plaoed 
iiimself full in front of Mr Vere. The ciicet of so strange and 
hideous an apparition in such a place and in such circiunstances, 
a})palled all provsent, but seemed to auniliilate the Laird of Ellieslaw, 
who, dropping his daughter’s arm, staggered against the nearest 
pillar, and, clasping it with his hands as n for support, laid his brow 
against the column. 

“Who is this fellow?” said Sir Frederick; “and what does he 
mean by tliis intrusion ? ” 

“ It is one who comes to tell you,” said the Dwarf, with the pecu- 
liar acrimony which usually imu ked his manner, “ that, in maiTying 

♦s 
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that young lady, you wed neitlier the heiress of Ellieslaw, ilbr of 
Mauley-Hall, nor of Polvcrton, nor of one furrow of land, unless she 
marries with my consent ; and to thee that consent shall n<?vcr he 
given. Down — down on thy knees, and thank Heaven that thou art 
prevented from wedding qualities with which thou hast no concern 
•-^portionless truth, virtue, and innocence. And thou, base ingrtite,'’ 
ho continued, addressing liimself to Ellioslaw, “what is Ih}’ wretch(‘,d 
/subterfuge now? Thou, who wouldst sell thy daii<rliter to relieve 
tliee from danger, as in famine thou wouldst have slaiu and d(‘vonrod 
her to preserve thy own vile life ! Ay, liide tliy face with thy liands ; 
well mayst thou blush to look on him whoso body thou didst' consign 
/to chains, his hand to guilt, and his soul to miserv. Saved onc(^ 
more by the virtue of her who calls you father, go lienee, and may 
the pardon and benefits I confer on thee prove literal coals of lire, 
till tlij brain is seared and scorched like mine ! ” 

Ellieslaw left the chapel with a gesture of mute desi)air. 

“ Follow him, Hubert Kalcliffe/* said the Dwarf, “ and inform him 
of his destiny. He will rejoice— for to breathe air and I o handle gold 
is to him happiness.'^ 

" I understand nothing of all this,” said Sir Frederick Langley : 
"hutwe^rc here a body of gentlemen in arms and authority for 
King James; and whether you real! v, sir, Ih‘ that Sir Kdwaiul Maiik^, 
who has been so long supposed dead in eonllnoinent, or whether vt)U 
be an impostor assuming liis iinnu* and title, we will iise the IVeedoni 
of detaining you, till voiir ajtpearanec liens at this Tnoim iit, is belter 
iU‘.oounU;d for ; we will liave no spies among us. Sei/.(^ on him, my 
friends.” 

But the domestics shrunk back in doubt and alarm. Sir Frederick 
himself stepped forward towards the Ihicluse, as if to lay hands on 
his person, when his progress was .‘Uidd^mly stopiied by the glittering 
point of a partisan, which the sturdy Imiul of ITohbie Elliot prf^cnte(l 
against his bosom. 

ril gar day-light shine through ye, if you ofier to steer liimT 
said the stout Borderer ; “ stand hack, or I'll strike ye through ! Is iu*- 
body shall lay a finger on Elsbic ; lie's a canny neighbonrly inan, aye 
ready to make a friend help; and, tbongb je may think llim a lainL 
ter, yet, grippie for grippic, friend, I'll wad a wether he'll inalce the 
bluid spin frae under your nails. He's a tengh carh^, l^bbitj ! he grips 
like a smith's vice.” 

“ '\yhat has brought you here, Elliot ?” said Mareschal ; wlio called 
on you for interference?” 

"'Troth, Mnreschal- Wells,” answered Hobbie, "I am just come 
here, wi' twenty or thretty mair o' us, in my ain name aiul ilie King's 
— or Queen's, ca' they her? and Canny Elsliie's into the bargain, to 
keep the peace, and pay back some ill usage Ellieslaw has gieii me, 
A bonny breakfast the loons gae me the ither inoniing, and him at 
the bottom on't ; and trow ye 1 wasna ready to supper him ? Ye 
needna lay your hands on your sword.s, gentlemen, the h.ousv* is oiii:; 
wi' little oin ; for the doors were open, and there h ’ been ower 
luuekle punch amang your folk ; wc took their sword ’ ii. pistols as 
easily as ye wad shied peacoels,” 
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Maresclial ruslied out, and immediately re-entered tlio chapel. 

‘‘By Heaven! it is true, Sir Fredorii^; the house is filled with 
armed men, and om* drunken beasts are all disarmed. Draw, and let 
us %lit our way.” 

“ Binna rash— bimia rash,” exclaimed Hobbie; "hear me a bit, 
hear me a bit. We mean ye nae harm ; but, as ye are in arms for 
Kin/? Jam<» 3 , as ye ca' him, and the prelates, we thou/?ht it right to 
keep up tJu'- aulil neighbour war, and stand up for the toother ane 
and the Kiik ; but we’Jl no hurt a hair o’ your heads, if ye like to. 
gang lianic quietly. And it will be your best way, for there’s sure 
news come frae Loudoun, that him they ca’ Bang, or Byng, or what 
is’fc, has bang'd the French ships and the new king atf the coast how- 
ever; sae ye had best bide content wi’ auld Nanse for want of a bet^ j. 
ter (^uecii.” 

Itiikditro, who at this moment entered, confirmed these accounts 
ro niilavourablo to the Jacobite interest. Sir Frederick, almost in- ’ 
if ly, and without taking leave of anyone, left the castle, with;; 
.siicli of liis attendants as were able to follow' him. 

“ And what will you do, Mr Maroschal ?” said Batclilfe. 

“ Wliy, faith,” answered he, smiling, “ I hardly know ; my spirit is 
too grciit, and my fortune too small, for me to follow the example of 
the doughty bridegroom. It is not in my nature, and it is liardly 
W'orlh my W’hile.” 

“ Well, tlieii, disperse your men, and remain quiet, and this wdll he ! 
overlooked, as there lias been no overt act.” 

“ 1 lout, ay,” said Elliot, “just lot bygancs be bjganes, and a’ friends 
again ; deil anc I bear malice at but Westbuniflat,* and 1 liae gicn him ' 
baitli a liet skin and a canid ane. I hadna changed three blows of ' 
1 lie broadsword wi’ him before he lap the window into the castlc- 
nK»at, and sAvatlered through it like a w'ild-duck. He’s a clever/; 
billow, indeed! maun kilt awa wu ae bonny lass in the mornin.if, and " 
anotluir at night, less wadna serve him 1 bid if he disna kilt himself . 
(Wit o’ the coiiiifry, I’sc kilt liirn wi’a tow, for the Castleton meeting’s 
cltjaii lihnvn i.)W'er ; his friends will no countenance him.” 

Luring ^lK^ general confusion, Isabella had thrown herself at the 
feet of her kinsman, 8ir Edward Manley, for so we must now call 
tlie Solitary, to express at once her gratitude, and to beseech forgive- 
ness for lier fallicr. "riic eyes of all began to be fixed on them, os 
soon as 1 licit' otvn agitation and the hustle of the attendants had 
somewhat abated. Miss Yore kneeled beside the tomb of her mother, 
to w hose slat IK*, her features exhibited a marked resemblance. She 
hold the liaiid of the Dwarf, which she kissed repeatedly and bathed 
witli tears. He stood fixed and motionless, excepting that his eyes 
glanced alteriKitcly on the marble figure and the living suppliant. 
At loqgth, the largo drops which gatliercd on his eye-lashes com- 
pelled liim to draw hi.s liand across them. 

“I 'bought,” he said, “that tears and I had done; but we shed 
them oiifL' birth, and their spring dries not until we are in our 
graves. t no melting of the heart shall dissolve my resolution. I 
part he , nice, and for over, with all of whicli the niemor}^” (look- 
ing to the tomb,) “or the presence,” (he pressed Isabella’s hand,) "is 
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donp torae. Sneak not to me! attempt not to tliwart my detor- 
tnmation.! it Avifl avail notliing:; you will hear of and see this lump df 
deformity no more. To y*i 1 sliall be dead ere 1 am actnalJy in my 

f ave, and you will think of me as of a friend disencumbered from 
c' toils and crimes of e-Kisteucc.^* 

He kissed Isabella on Ibc forelicad, impressed another kiss on the 
brow of the statue by which she knelt, and left the chai)el, followtid 
by Ratcljfib. Isabella, almost exhausted by tire emotions of the dny, 
Was carried to her apartment by her woiiieii. Most of the other 
jgruests dispersed, after having’ separately endeavoured to imjjress on 
all who would listen to tliem their disapprobation of the plots fornnni 
affainst the government, or their regret for having engaged in them. 
Iiobbic Elliot assumed the command of the castle for the night, and 
mounted a regular guard. He boasted not a little of the alacrity 
with which his friends and he had obeyed a hasty summons received 
from Elshie through the faithful llatcliOe. And it was a lucky 
chance, he said, that on tliat very day they had got notice that West- 
burnflat did not intend to keep his tryste at Castleton, but to hold 
them at defiance; so that a considerable parly bad assembled at the 
Heiigh-foot, with the intention of paying a visit to the robber’s 
tower on the ensuing morning, and their course was easily directed 
to Ellieslaw Castle. 


CHAPTER XVIU. 

Xjist scone of all, 

To close this stJf^gc eventful history. 

As you Like it. 

On the next morning, Mr Ratcliffc presented Miss Verc with a 
letter from her father, of whiclx the following is the tenor : — 

My deakest Child, 

The malice of a persecuting government will compel me, for my 
own ‘safety, to retreat abroad, and to remain for some time in foreign 
part s^^ l do not ask you to aecoii'pany, or follow me ; you will aU(‘ml 
to jj|gi||terest and your own more cffoctnally by remaining where 
Iblt isjiniiccessary to enter into a minute detail concerning 
of strange events which yesterday took place. 1 think 
-n q||complaiii of the usage I have received from Sir 
'-^.c^who IS your nearest kinsman by the mother’s side ; 
, declared you bis heir, and is to put you in immediate 
]3®BBS25Ri of a large part of Ins fortune, I account it a full atonement. 
I am aware he has never forgiven the preference which your motlnn' 
^ave to my addresses, instead of complying with the terms f)f a soi t 
:?f family compact, which absurdly and tyrannically destined her to 
T/ed her deformed relative. The shock was even sufficient to un- 
, settle his wits, (which, indeed, were ne>|er over- well arranged,) and 
I had, as tlie husband of hia nearest kinswoman and heir, the deli- 
cate task of taking care of his person and property, until he was 
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reinstated in the maiiagfemcnt of the latter bv those who, no 
thoug*ht they were doing' liim justice ; altliougli if some |j)arts of liin 
subsequent conduct be examined, it will ai)i)ear tliat he ou^fht, foi*' 
his own >sakc, to liave been left under the inliueiice of a mild and., 
salutary restraint. ^ ‘ ' 

In one particular, however, he shewed a sense of the tics of bloody 
as well as of his own frailty; for while he sequestered himself closely 
from the world, under various names and disguises, and insisted on 
spreading a re^rt of liis own death, (in which to gratify him I will- 
ingly acquiesced,) he left at my disposal the rents of a great propor- 
tion of his estates, and especially all those, which, having belonged 
to your mother, reverted to. him as n male fief. In this he may have 
thought tliat lie was acting with extreme generosity, while, in the 
opinion of all impartial men, he will .only bo considered as liaving ful- 
filled a natural obligation, seeing that, injustice, if not in strict law, 
you must be considered as the heir of your motlier, and 1 ns youv 
legal administrator. Instead, therefore, of considering myself as 
loaded with obligations to Sir Edward on this account, 1 think 1 liad 
reason to complain that these remittances were only doled out to me 
at the i)leasure of Mr Ratcliffe, who, moneover, exacted from me 
mortgages over my paternal estate of ICllieslaw for any sums which 
1 required as an extra advance; and thus maybe said to have in- 
sinuated himself into the absolute management and control of my 
property. Or, if all this seeming friendship was employed by Sir 
rhlwaril for the purpose of obtaining a complote command of my 
atfairs, and acquiring the jiower of ruining me at liis pleasure, 1 feel 
myself, 1 must n'peat, still less hound by the alleged obligation. 

About the autumn of last year, as 1 understaiid, either liis own 
crazed imaginalion, or tlic accomplishment of some siicJi sciiemc as 
1 have liiuted, broiiii lit him down to this country. 1 lis alleged motive, 
it seems, was a desire of seeing a monument which he had directcut 
to be raised in the cliapel over the tomb of your mother. Mr Rat- 
clille, wlio at this time had done me the honour to make my house 
his o^^'n, bad tJie complaisance to introduce him secretly into tlie 
chiijiel. The con sequence, as he informs me, was a frenzy of several 
hours, during which he lied into the neighbouring moors, in one of 
the wildest spots of whicli he chose; wlieii he Avas somewhat recovered, 
to fix his mansion, and set up for a sort of country empiric, a cha- 
racter wbieii, even in his best days, he Avas fond of assuming. It is 
remarkable, that, instead of informing me of tlieso circumstances, 
that 1 mi<T[ht Jiave had the relative of my late Avife taken sucli care of 
as his calamitous condition required, Mr Ratcliffe seems to have had 
such culpable indulgence for his irregular phms as to promise and 
even SAvear sccrccy couceriiing them, lie A'isited Sir EdAvard often, 
and assisted in tlic fantastic task he had taken upon him of construct- 
ing a hermitage. Nothing they appear to have dreaded more ihau 
a discovery of their intercourse. 

“ The ground was open in CA'cry direction around, and a small 
Bubterrancan cave, probably scpuldiral, Avhich their researclies liad 
detected near the great granite pillar, served to conceal Ratcliffe 
when any one approached his master. I think you Aviil be of opiiiiou 
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my love, that this .secrecy inusfc have had some strong’ motive. It is 
also remarkable, that while 1 thoug’ht my unhappy friend was resid- 
ing* among* the Monks of La Traj3i)c, he sliould nave l>eeii actually 
living, for many months, in this bizarre disgui.se, within five miles of 
my house, and‘ obtaining re^jular information of my most private 
movements, cither by Ratcliffe, or through Westburhflat or oth^ 
W’hom he had the iheans to bribe to aiiy extent, lie makes if 
crime against me that I endeavoured to establish your marria 
with Sir Frederick. I acted for the best ; but if Sir Edward IMaufil 
thought otherwise, why did he not step manfully forward, exprel 
his own purpose of bec(>ming a party to tlic scttlemcnt.s, and tala 
lliat interest which lio is entitled to claim in you as heir to his gi’CP 
property ? 

‘‘ liven now, tlnHigh your rash and ecci^utrio relation is somewhat 
tardy in aj^ouncing his nurpose, I am far from opposing my autho- 
rity nm^ffst his v/ishes, although the per.son he desires you to regard 
as future husband be young Earnscliif, tln^ very last wlioin 1 
should have thought likely to be acceptable 1<> him, coiiHidcrhig* a 
certnin fatal event. But 1 give my free ami hearty consemt, provid- 
ing the .settlements are 4h*awii in such an irrevocable form as may 
secure my child from sufibring by t hat state of dependence, and that 
sudden and causoles.s revocation of allowances, of wliich 1 have so 
much reason to complain. Of 8ir Fredmick Jiaiifcley, 1 aiignr, you 
will hear no move. He is not likely to ciaiin tlic liand ol* a dower- 
lcs.s maiden, I thorolbre commit m>u, niv dear Isabella, to the wis- 
dom of Providence and to your own prudence, bogging yon to h^se 
no time in secuviim those advantages, wliich the lickk'nes.s of your 
kinsman has withdrawn from me to shower upon von. 

“ jVlr Ratclitfe mentioned Sir Fidward's inlenlion to seiMo .a. con- 
siderable sum upon me ycaiiy^, for my niaiutcnance in foreign ; 
;but tliis my lieart is too proud to ncceid. from liim. I loJd him 1 had 

dear child, who, wliilc in alflueiice herself, would mw er sutler me 
■to bo in poverty. I thought it right to intiiiiate this to him pretty 
roundly, that whatever increase be settled upon you, it may he cal- 
culaicd .‘<0 as to cover this neces.sary and iialiiral cncuinliraiice. 1 
shall willingly sctllo upon you the castle and manor of Eiiii‘slaw% to 
shew mv parental alicction and disintiwestcd zeal for ]>romoting your 
settlement in life. The annual interest of debts charged on' the 
estate somewhat exceeds the income, even after a reasonable rent 
has been put upon the mansion and iuains. But as all the debts are 
. in the person of Mr Ratclifie, as your kinsman’s inistce, lie will not 
be a trouble.somc crcdii.or. And’liere 1 must nia-ke you aw^are, that 
. though I have to complain of Mr Ratcliffe’s conduct to me ])ei*son;dly, 
I, nevertheless, hclicvc him a just and upright man, with whom you 
may safely consult on your afiair.s, not to mention tliat to dierisJi’his 
; good opinion will he the best way to retain iliatof your kin.sman. 

Remember me to Mar chic — I Jiope ho will not be troubled on 
, account of late matters. I will write more lully from the Oonti- 
neiit. Meanwhile, 1 rest your loving father, 


‘’Rtottard Vere.^' 
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The above letter throws the only additional lig'ht which wc have 
been able to jn’ociirc upon the earlier part of our story. It was 
Hobble's opinion, and may be that of most of our readers, that tlie 
Recluse of .Muclvlestauc-Moor had but a kind of gloaming', or twilight 
understanding ; and that he had neither very clear views as to wTiat 
he himself wnutiHl, nor was apt to pursue his ends liy the clearest and 
most direct nn ans: so that to seek the clew of his conduct, was 
likened, bv lioldne, to looking for a stniiglit path through a common, 
over wliicli are a Imndfed devious tracts, but not one distinct line of 
road. 

■When Isabella bad perused the letter, her first ^nquii*y was after 
her father. He had loft the castle, she was informed, early in the 
morning, after a long interview Avitli Mr liatcliffe, and was already 
far on liis way to the next port, where he miglit expect to find shipping 
for the Continent. 

Where was Sir Edward Mauley?” 

No one had seen the Dwarf since the eventful scene of the pre- 
, ceding evening. 

Odd, if ony thing has befa'en puir Elsliic,” said Ilobbie Elliot, 
“ I w\id ratlier I w'erc' harried ower again.” ' 

He immediately rod(‘ to his dwelling, and the remaining she-goat 
came bleating <o nu‘et him. for lier milking-time was long past. The 
iSolitary was nowliere to bt' scon ; his door, contrary to WHHit, w^as open, 
bis fn’e’e\'fingnisl](‘d, mid tlie wliole hut was left in the state which it 
exhihiti'd on ]>abel]ii's vl'^dt <o him. It was iirclly clear that the 
means of (xmvevance which had brought Die l>warf to EUiesJaw on 
the pre<*( (ling e\oning, had removed him from it lo some other place 
oJ‘ abode. Ilobbie returned disconsolate to the casllo. 

“ I am doubling w’c bae lost Cranny Elsliie for glide an'aV' 

Yon liavo indeed,” said Ratclifie, iiroducing a paper, which he ]mt 
into llolibie's hands; *'•' but read that, and you will perceive you have 
been no loser liy having know n him.” 

It w'as a short deed of gift, by wdiicli Sir Edward Mauley, utber- 
W'ise t'silled JClslieiider < he Rceluse, endowed J hilberl or Ilobbie Elliot, 
and (Irace Armstrong, in full ]u*opert.y, with a considerable sum 
borrowed by Elliot from liim.” 

Ilobbie s joy was mingled wdth feelings v/liiih brought tears down 
his rough clieeks. 

.It/s a <jiH'(‘r iliiug,” lie said; but I cannaj’oy in the gear, unless 
I kend tlic puir liody w'^as happy that gave it me.'' 

“ Next to (‘iij'oYing hapjuness ourselves.” said Ratclifie, “ is the 
eonseiousiiess of liaviiig bestowTcl it <»u others. Had all roy master's 
benefits bi*eii confer rcti like the ]>rcsent, what a difierent return would 
they liave produced ! But the iudiscriminale profusion that would 
glut avarice, or supyily prodigality, neither does good, nor is rew'ai'ded 
by gratitude. It is sowing the w"iud to reap the whirlwdnd.” 

“And that wad he a liglit l*ar’st,” said Hobbie; “but, wi' my 
young leddie's leave, I wad fain take down Elshie's skeps o* bees, and 
set them in Grace's bit flowei* yard at the Heugh-foot — ^they shall 
ne'er be smeekit by ony o' huz. And the puir goat, she would be 
negleckit about a great toun like this; and she could feed bonnily on 
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our Uly lea by tbc burn side, and the hounds wad ken her in a day’s 
time, and never fasli her, and Grace wad milk her ilka morning wi’ 
her ain hand, for Klshio’s sake; for though he was thrawn and 
cankered in his converse, he likeit dumb creatures week” 

Hohbie’s requests were readily gi‘iinted, not without some wonder 
at the natural delicacy of feeling which pointed out to him this mode 
of displaying his gi-atitude. He was dcli^glited when Ilatcliffe informed 
Jiim that his benefactor should not remain ignorant of the care which 
he took of his favourite. 

" And mind be sure and tell him tliat grannie and the titties, and, 
abune a', Grace and myscll, arc weel and thriving, and that it’s a’ his 
doing — ^that canna but please him, ane wad think.” 

And Elliot and the family at Ilcugh-foot were, and continued to be, 
as fortunate and liap]iy as bis undaunted lionestj^j tenderness, and 
gallantry, so well merited. 

All bar between the marriage of Earnscliff and Isabella ivas now 
removed, and the settlements wliicli llatcliflc produced on the part of 
Sir Edward Mauley, miglil have satisfied the cupidity of Kllieslaw 
himself. But Miss Verc and llatcliiie thought it unnecessary to 
mention to Earnscliff (hat one great motive of Sir hhlward, in thus 
loading the young pair with benefits, was to expiate bis having, many 
years before, shed the blood of his father in a hasty brawl, if it be 
true as Eatcliffo asserted, that the HwfU’fs extreme misanthropy 
seemed to relax somewhat, under the consciousness of having diffused 
happiness among sO many, the recollection of this circumstance might 
probably be one of liis chief motives^ for refusing obstinately ever to 
witness their state of contentment. 

Marcschal hunted, shot, and drank claret — tired of the country, 
went abroad, served three campaigns, came home, and married Lucy 
Ilderton. 

Years fled over the heads of Earnscliff and Ids wife, and found and 
left them contented and hapi)y. The scheming ambition of Sir Fre- 
derick L.anglcy engaged him in the unfortunate insurrection of 1715. 
He was made prisoner at Preston, in Lancashire, with the Karl of 
Derwentwater, and others. His defence, and the dying s]iccch which 
he made at his execution, may be found in the State Trials. Mr 
Vere, supplied by his daughter with an ample iiicoine, continued to 
reside abroad, engaged deeply in the aflair of Law’s bank during the 
regency of the Luke of Orleans, and was at one time supposed to be 
immensely rich. But, on the bursting of that filmous bubDle, he was 
BO much chagrined at being again reduced to a moderate annuity, 
(although be saw thousands of liis companions in misfortune absolutely 
starving,) that vexation of mind brought on a paralytic stroke, of 
which he died, after lingering under its effects a icvv weeks. 

Willie of Westburiiflat fled from the wrath of Hobbie Elliot, as his 
betters did from the pursuit of the law. His patriotism urged him 
to serve his country abroad, while his reluctance to leave his native 
soil pressed him rather to remain in tlie beloved island, and collect 
nurses, watches, and rings on the Iiighroads at home. Fortunately 
;for him, the first impulse prevailed, and lie joined the army under 
l^^lhorpugli ; obtained a coimnission, to which he was recommended 
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by his Bcrvices in collecting cattle for the cominhlpariat; returned 
home after many years, with some money, fliow conic by Heaveii only , 
knows,) — (lemolislied the iicel-liouse at Weatburnflat, built, in 
its stead, a liigli narrow onatcad, of three stories, with a chimney at 
each end — drank brandy with tlie indglibours, whom, in his younger 
(hus, he liad plundered— died in Jus bed, and is recorded uponliis 
tomb.-toiie at Kirkwliistle, (still extant,) as having played all the parts 
of a hraxe M)ldier, a discreet neighbour, and a sincere Christian. 

Mr JtateJitie resided usually with the family at I'lllieslaw, but 
regularly every spring and aiituinii lie absented himself for about a 
month. On the direction and purpose of his periodical journey he 
remained steadily silent ; hut it ivaa well understofid that he was then 
in atteridcuce oh liis ifhfortmiate i>atron. At length, oh liis return 
from one of his grave countenance, and deep mourning 

di •ess, amiounred t'A the theii* benefactor was no 

more. Sir liidwarils d<\‘ith liTaltc no addition to tlieir forjthn^ for he 
had divested liimself of Jus pn^perty during his lifetime, and ciiiefly in 
tlieir favour. Ratclitle, liis sole confidant, died at a good old age, 
but without ever iianiiug the place to which his master had finally re- 
tired, or the nianucr of hi?; death, or the place of his burial. It was 
supposed that on all tlu*sc particulars his i»atrou liad enjoined him 
strict seci*ecy. 

"I'lie sudden disaiiixsiraneo of 1’ilsliic from his extraordinary her- 
mitage corroborated the reports which the common people had spread 
C()iicerniug him. Many believed that, having youtiircd to enter a 
coijsecrated building, contrary to his paction with the Kvil One, ho 
had been bodily carried off while on. iiis jfctnni to his cottage ; but 
most are of ojiinion that he ^uily disappeared for a season, and con- 
tinues ti) he seen from time to time among the hills. And retaining', 
aeeordiiii*’ to custom, a more vivid recollection of his wild and des- 
perate language, than of the benevolent tendency of most of his 
actions, he is usually idiaitihed with the malignant demon called the 
Man t)!' the Moors, Avhose feaks were quoted by Mrs Elliot to her 
gTandsous; and, accordingly, is generally represented as bewitching 
the sliia*]), causing the ewtes it» Icb. that i.s, to cast their lambs, or seen 
looscjiiiig the impending wreath of snow to jwceipitate its weight on 
such as take shelter, during the storm, beneath the^[)ankof a torrent, 
or under the shelter of a dec]) glen. In sbort, the evils most dread^. 
and deprecated by the inhabitants ‘of that pastoral country, are " 
ascribed to the* agency of the Black Dwai?f. 


LKD or 'I’ll*: };laok dwarf, 







